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WHAT SHALL WIW VOB THS CHUKCH OT BN0LAirs THB eXATITUDI, THI LOTALTT, THB SBTOTIOH 
9F THE PEOPLB WH08B SOULS ABB IV HBR CHAB0B ? VOT ASSITBBOLT HBB WBALTH. 
THAT MAT BB APPBOPRIATKS : KOT HBB SOCIAL HOKOUBS, TKBT MAT BB TOBIT AWAT : 
NOT HBB COITNBXIOX WITH T^B STATB, THAT MAT BB VBBT SUDSBBLT ABB TEST 
BITDBLT BXAPPBS : KO. NOT THB9B, BUT HBB LOTB* 9BB BlTBBaT, HBB BBABLBSSXESS. 
^B CHAHITT, HBB BAITH, HBB WOB^ES, OB THB8B WOBKS KOKB IS A MOBB XOBLB 
OB A MORB IMPOBTANT WOBK THAB THIS— THAT THE WORSHIP OP THB CHURCH 
SHOULD HBKCBPOBTH BB, AS IT OUQ^HT TO BB, ITf EVERT PARISH CHURCH, BT LAW, 

bt rioht. aks bt thb bistibct uttxrabce of holt scripture, bot ib bamb 
onlt, but ib bealitt> 4- bbbb abb opbb worship, thb work that thet who 
xii^'istbr thbrbib should, with quiet mibds abb thankful hearts. bb able, 
kot in name onlt, but in bealitt, to preach thb oospel to thb poor. 

Dr. Farrab. 
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|ITH each copy of the present number of the Advocate is 
issued a verbatim Report of the Papers read and 
Speeches delivered on " The Appropriation of Seats as 
affecting a National Church," at the Bath Church 
Congress in October last. 




[EVERAL Members of the London Free and Open 
Church Association are informed that it is the inten- 
tion of the Council to forward the Advocate as hitherto 
to all Subscribers of Five Shillings and upwards, a 
charge of One Penny per copy (by post Three-Half- 
pence) being made to non-Members only. 




London Free and Open Church Association.— I'he ordinary Monthly 
Meeting of the Executive Council was held on Thursday evening, the 8th inst., at 
the office, 25, Norfolk Street, Strand. Alfred Buckley, Esq. (vice-chairman), 
presided, and there were present — Donald M. Dewar, Esq. ; J. Waddon Martyn, 
Esq.; J. L. Vincent, Esq.; Alexander H. Watson, Esq.; H. C. Coote, Esq., 
F.S.A.; Henry Sutton, Esq.; Melvill Green, Esq.; Rev. W. Dawson; C. 
Graham Carttar, Esq.; E. C. Ireland, Esq.; and Mr. T. Bowater Vernon, 
Secretary. The minutes of meeting of 4th December having been read and con- 
firmed, the Secretary (in the absence of the Treasurer) reported a balance in 
favour of the Association of 54/. 6j. 5^. He also reported that the receipts for 
the year 1873 amounted to 734/. ^s. *jd.i and the expenditure to 695/. i2j. 2</., 
leaving a balance in favour of the Association of 38/. 13J. 5^. Bills amounting to 
63/. 19J. ^\d, were passed for payment. A letter was read from the President 
(Earl Nelson) suggesting the election of a new president for the ensuing year, and 
intimating his willingness to resign the office. Mr. Carttar then moved, and M^*. 
Coote seconded—" That the Earl of Shrewsbury and Talbot be elected President 
of the Association for the year 1874." The Resolution was carried unanimously, 
and the Secretary was directed to forward it to the Earl of Shrewsbury, and submit 
his lordship's reply to the council at the next meeting. On the motion of Mr. Coote, 
seconded by Mr. Sutton, it was resolved unanimously — ** That the monthly Council 
Meeting be held on the first Wednesday of every month at five o'clock, instead of 
Thursday, as hitherto." The term of Mr. Vernon's appointment as Secretary of 
the Association having expired with the end of the year 1873, it was moved by 
Mr. Coote, seconded by Mr. Sutton, and carried unanimously — "That the Council 
hereby appoint Mr. T. B. Vernon as their Secretary, subject to six months' notice 
to be given on either side, such notice, if any, to expire on the 30th day of June in 
any year." It was reported that Earl Nelson had consented to preside at a public 
meeting to be held at Paddington in FAbruarv. 
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KiLBURN. — An influential and numerously-attended Meeting, convened by the 
London Free and Open Church Association, was held in St. Thomas's Hall, 
Kilbum, on Tuesday evening, the 25th of November. ** The proceedings," 
says the Church ReinrWy ** were of a highly satisfactory character throughout, 
and the interest felt in the subject by the audience was marked at the outset by 
evident excitement, and, as the meeting progressed, by the hearty and discriminating 
applause with which the different spedcers were greeted." The chair was occupied 
by Professor Bentley, F.L.S., who was supported by Revs. George Barnes, 
St. Barnabas, Bethnal Green ; H. £. Nolloth, Christ Church, Chesham ; R. C. 
Kirkpatrick, St. Augustine's, Kilbum ; E. B. Howard, Chaplain of St. Peter's 
Home ; and F. Hall, St. Augustine's, Kilbum; C. L. Bathurst, Esq., of Sydenham; 
Robert Bayman, Esq., of Paddington, the Churchwarden of Willesden parish 
church; Henry Lias, Esq., Churchwarden of St. Augustine's, Kilbum ; J. W. 
Walter, Esq., of Shooters Hill ; Alex. H. Watson, Esq., of Plumstead ; J. 
Wadden Martyn, Esq., of Woolwich ; C. Graham Carttar, Esq., and Mr. T. 
Bowater Vemon, Secretary. In the hall we noticed the Revs. C. Gutch, St. 
Cyprian's, Marylebone ; C. J. Fuller, St. Mary's, Primrose Hill ; Dr. Morton ; 
Chas. T. D. Crews, Esq., OctavSus L. Leefe, Esq., John Nichols, Esq., Dr. 
Harvey, T. H. Wilson, Esq., W. N. Spencer New, Esq., — Hodgkinson, Esq., 
R. Fisher, Esq., J. V. Smedley, Esq., Capt. Innes, R.N., G. M. Innes, Esq., 
R. Donagan, Esq., J. D. Peard, Esq., —Wood, Esq., C. L. Teesdale, Esq., &c., &c. 

The Meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev. George Barnes, after which. 

The Chairman said he was very glad to see such an assembly that even- 
ing, because it showed that the people of Kilbum took a deep interest in 
the welfare of the Church of England. He might state that the reason for his own 
presence there was not in any way in consequence of his connexion with 
St Augustine's Church, but from the fact that when he first began to 
think of the absence of the working classes from our churches, he saw at 
once that this absence was due to the arrangements which existed in nearly 
all those churches. Those arrangements, which put the rich in the best parts 
of the church and in the most comfortable places, and the poor in the far 
comer of the gallery or in places where often they could neither see nor hear, 
could have no other result than to drive away the poor from church, where of all 
places they should be warmly welcomed. It was this and similar considera- 
tions which m^de him a strong advocate of the Free and Open Church movement, 
and in inviting that evening discussion on the subject — forlhey wanted to hear the 
opinions of the working man and of all parties — he did so with the belief that 
the more the matter was looked at and talked about, the more general would be 
the feeling in favour of this movement. He was sure they would all respond to 
the wish of his heart, that our grand old Church of England might become 
not in name only, but in reality, the " Church of the People." (Loud Cheers.) 

The Rev. E. Nolloth, Vicar of Christ Church, Chesham, Bucks, then 
moved the first Resolution, which was as follows : — 

" That all parishioners, without respect to class, have an equal right to the free use of their 
parish churches. That the pew system, under which seats are permanently appropriated to 
individuals to the exclusion of the many, is opposed alike to Scriptural precept, to the law of the 
Church, and to the spiritual requirements of tne people." 

The Rev. Gentleman said that it was not to be wondered at that people 
should regard with some amount of suspicion and prejudice even such associations 
as that on behalf of which he was about to speak, for the present was a time 
when associations were daily springing up, some of them professing to be a panacea 
for every evil that afflicted society. But he thought they would be convinced that 
evening that the friends of the London Free and Open Church Association, as 
having given great attention to the acknowledged evils of the pew system, and to 
the origin and growth of that system, which was entirely unknown to the ancient 
Church, and as advocates therefore of that equality of all in the House of God, 
which was taught by the Word of God, were not beside themselves, but were speak- 
ing words of truth and soberness. The rev. gentleman said that the pew-system 
was also opposed to the spiritual requirements of the people. He did not mean 



Digitized by 



Google 



The Free and Open Church Advocate, 3 

to infer that if the voluntary system were adopted, it would be everywhere all that 
could be wished, for iihperfection attached to every human institution, and no 
doubt people who had been accustomed to the pew system would miss some 
comfort, but the system which would work best and be productive of the greatest 
good to the largest number of people ought to obtain. The pew system stood 
condemned since it had caused the alienation from the Church of a large mass of 
our people. He remembered that some years ago an effort was made to bring 
back some of those who had thus been driven away, and several large churches 
were thrown open, but the evils of appropriation were at once manifested, and pre- 
vented its being attended with much success, for many of the pew-holders would 
not give up their rights, and more harm than good was done, he believed, by this 
well-intentioned effort of which so much might have been expected. He hardly 
knew a church where the free and open system had been tried where the greatest 
difficulty was not ii finding seats for all those who came to hear the Gospel — and 
that too by those for whom especially our Saviour came into the world— the 
poor as well as the rich. (Hear, hear.) 

In seconding the Resolution, Mr. C. L. Bathurst, of Sydenham, said the 
question was not one of expediency, but of right, and the three grounds on which 
he opposed the pew system were that it was unscriptural, illegal, and destructive of 
spiritual life. No words of his could adequately describe or justly condemn the 
evils of that system, which had estranged the great middle and lower middle and 
working classes from the Church. He knew an instance in which a clergyman 
going to a church at which he was a stranger, and taking a seat in a pew, was told 
by the gentleman who occupied it, and who came in shortly after, that though 
**no one else was coming, yet the seat belonged to somebody else," thus inti- 
mating that he would rather it had been empty all the evening than that there 
should be a stranger in it. This was the spirit of selfishness which the pew 
system encouraged, and it gave men too a position in the Church in some degree 
dependent upon a money qualification, dragging down the House of God to the 
level of the theatre. It was illegal, and it was opposed to spiritual advancement, 
inasmuch as it had practically alienated the whole of the poor from the Church. 
Again, it hindered Church extension. Many churches had of late years been 
built in very poor districts, and often they had been built by means of money con- 
tributed for the very purpose of accommodating the poor, but as soon as they were 
opened the sittings were in fact let to the rich, that is, to those who could afford to 
pay for them, and the poor were practically turned out. If the rich as well as the 
poor had been turned out other churches would no doubt have been built. 
A Mission was to take place simultaneously throughout London ten days before 
Lent. Now, what would be the effect of such a system as this upon those who 
might in consequence of that Mission be induced to attend the Services at any 
church where the pew system was in opei ation ? If during these days the church 
was open to all, and after the Mission the door was to be again shut, the effect 
would be that, though during these Mission days you had told the poor people you 
hoped they would continue to come, they would be practically prevented doing so, 
and much harm would be the consequence. I£i however, the principle that the 
free and open church system is good for these Mission days be conceded, surely 
it must be good for all the year round, and let them have a perpetual Mission, 
bringing the poor into God*s house and giving them their share in those glorious 
privileges which were for all equally. The Bishop of Peterborough at Bath, said 
when the Church was free and open to poor as well as to rich, without favour or pre- 
ference being shown to the latter, she would indeed take that proud position which 
all lovers of the Church of England wished to see her occupy, that of a truly 
national Church — (loud cheers) — and not only the national Church but the Church 
of the whole nation. And those who submitted to the inconvenience which 
no doubt this change would involve would have the comfort of knowing that 
they were carrying on the work commenced by Christ Himself, and which 
He commended to His Church in these words: — "Inasmuch as ye did it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto Me." (Loud 
applause.) 
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A Gentleman in the body of the hall here said that he did not know what 
churches they were where the free seats were in the back or the comer. In the 
church which he attended almost the entire gallery was free. (Cries of ** Name.") 
It transpired that Holy Trinity, Kilburn, was the church referred to. 

Mr. F. a. Wood, of Willesden, speaking also from the body of the hall, said 
that he had been to the church mentioned by the previous speaker, and had been 
unable to get a seat, and that he would affirm most positively that the farthest 
comer, the outermost bench, the very Galilee, in fact, was devoted to those who 
were not seat-holders. (Great applause.) He would say more, too, and that as 
a parishioner of Willesden he knew the parish church was disfigured by one of the 
ugliest and biggest of family pews, which stood up huge and vast in the middle of 
the church — ^laughter) — and which belonged to a gentleman who occasionally 
came there, but who subscribed not one farthing to any of its charities ; who was 
indifferent alike to the work of the church and the concerns of the parish, but who 
et held possession of the largest part of the church by virtue of that right which 
le possessed in this facultied pew. He knew nothing more calculated to make a 
man a heathen than the sight of that pew. (Applause.) 

The Rev. R. C. Kirkpatrick said he felt as strongly against the appropriation 
of seats without payment as against the pew-rent system ; indeed, he thought that 
if there were any reason why a seat in church should be appropriated to a man 
there must also be a reason why he should pay for the privilege. He knew that 
the system produced a great deal of bitterness and heart-buming. A meeting of 
the working classes was held in London some years ago, at which amongst other 
questions it was asked why the working classes as a body did not go to church? 
And the opinion arrived at was that the national churches were not for them. 
He would tell them a story of a railway efnployJ, who, having beer asked by a 
clergyman how he came to attend church, said, " That man of yours" (meaning 
the curate) *' was perpetually at me to go to a Bible-class, and so to get rid of him 
I consented one day to go, thinking to tell him I didn't like it and shouldn t go 
any more." But he did like it, and thinking if that was so good he ought to do 
something more and go to church, he one day went up to the door, but turned 
coward and went home again. All the week, however, his conscience was at him, 
and next Sunday he was at the church door as soon as it was open, and entering 
he sat down in a pew behind a pillar. " Well now," the clergyman said to him, 
"suppose the verger had said to you * this is a family pew, Mr. So-andso may 
possibly come ; go into the next, it won't matter to you,' what would you have 
done ?" ** I would have taken up my hat and never entered the church again," 
the man replied ; ** perhaps my conscience would have driven me to Dissent, but 
I would never have gone to church. " And this man was a regular attendant at 
church, and not only that but he induced many of his fellow- workmen also to go. 
He knew also of a poor washerwoman who was one Sunday visited by her niece, 
who being a lady's maid was dressed in the height of fashion. Well, these two 
went together to the neighbouring church, and the woman attendant at once 
beckoned to the woman fashionably dressed and put her into a pew, the aunt 
following, but the attendant turned round upon her and said, "This is not for the 
likes of you." The poor woman immediately said to her niece, " Mary, come out 
of this," when the attendant said, "What, does she belong to you? If I had 
known that I would not have let her in here. " Both then left the church, and 
with what feelings can easily be imagined. (A voice : " Can you answer for the 
truth of these stories?" loud cries of "Shame.") The rev. gentleman said he 
could, and he would tell them a third story, which was of a working man who, 
having been moved to go to church, was met by the pew-opener and asked, 
" Have you a seat ? because if not there is no place for you." If any one wants to 
know the truth of that story, that working-man is in this room. (Loud applause. ) 
A Gentleman in the body of the hall here asked whether it was not the case 
in the instance .referred to by a previous speaker, where the seats in the church 
were appropriated, and which was almost empty whilst neighbouring chapels 
were filled — >vhether it was not the case that the seats in those chapels were let 
and paid for, and if therefore the system was peculiar only to churches ? 
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Mr. Bath urst replied that it did not follow because the system obtained in 
chapels that it was right in churches. 

The Rev. George Barnes said, in answer to the first speaker, that the pew- 
system in chapels was a very different thing to the pew-system in churches. He 
considered that where, as in the case of chapels, there was absolutely no other 
means of supporting the place, it was defensible, but it was nothing better than 
getting money under false pretences in many cases connected with the Church, 
where money was subscribed for building a church with the express purpose of 
accommodating the poor and it was then let almost entirely to the rich. 

The Resolution was then formally put to the Meeting, and on a show of hands 
being taken, only two or three being held up in opposition, it was declared to be 
carried. 

The Rev. George Barnes then proposed the second Resolution, which was as 
follows : — 

** That the weekly offertory, especially enjoined by the Church in accordance with Scriptural 
injunctions, is the most fitting means of providing for the expenses of Divine worship, and for 
other ' pious and charitable uses/ inasmuch as it enables every one to give according to his means 
as 'an offering unto the Lord,' instead of limiting the contributions to fixed payments by the few 
for the enjoyment of exclusive piivileges." 

He had great pleasure in proposing this Resolution, because its conclusion was 
not larger than its premisses, and because those premisses were easy to be sus- 
tained. He would affirm, first, that the offertory was the Scriptural plan, and if 
they could satisfy themselves of that, it should be binding upon all those who 
acknowledge the Bible to be their guide. The rev. gentleman then went on to 
say that both in the Old Testament — where, under the Mosaic law, it was 
expressly directed that no man should come before the Lord empty, and where 
the sin-offering- was never mentioned without the thank-offering — as well as in the 
New Testament, the voluntary offering is everywhere said to be acceptable to the 
Lord, and the fact that it was directed that it should be made on the first day of 
the week showed that it was distinctly an act of worship. And so provision was 
made that it should be in the power of all to give something according as they were 
able, so that even the poorest might mak^ their offering, and that since some were 
able to do more than others they might also give as the Lord had blessed them. 
Then, in the New Testament it was seen that the early Christians were so con- 
vinced of the duty of the rich towards the poor that they put all they possessed 
into one common stock for the good of all. There was this great difference 
between pew-rents and the offertory — that the former was a payment for an 
equivalent, and if the man who paid his pew-rent did not get what he believed to 
be the Gospel, he considered himself cheated ; as if the grace of God could be 
bought or the grace of baptism could be bought, whereas the contribution by means 
of the offertory was no payment at all — was only the acknowledgment of a debt 
which we cannot by any possibility pay. The oftener the privilege of giving can 
be exercised the better, and an old writer had maintained that if the same sum 
were given it were far better that it should be given at thirteen different times than 
at once, because the spirit of humble dependence upon and of gratitude to God 
was thus kept alive throughout all this time. But such was the feeling which had 
arisen in consequence of the neglect of this wholesome practice, and such the 
cowardice of the clergy, that even the quarterly collection had come to be spoken 
of as the sending round of the beggar's dish. Then what had they not lost too by 
the neglect of this duty of worship in the offering to God according as He had 
blessed them. If he went to a man and said to him, come to church, and gave as 
a reason that there he would hear the Bible read, he might consider that he could 
read the Bible at home ; or if he said to hear a sermon preached, he might reply 
he could read a better one than he could hear, which was no doubt quite tnie. 
And if this was all, the man was perfectly justified in staying away from church ; 
but let them not ignore the duty of public worship to the Almighty, which even the 
heathen did not omit to render to those personages to whom they rendered 
mistaken homage. This neglect of the offertory reminded him of a story which 
was told of a clergyman who went to his bishop and complained that his Sunday 
afternoon duty was too much for him. The bishop, who was a shrewd man. 
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looked thoughtfully at him and said, ** Do you open the church during the week?" 
**No," was the answer. "Ah, then, that is the reason," replied the bishop; 
"you get so relaxed during the week that you are unfit for duty on the Sunday." 
And so when those who for twelve weeks have heard nothing about the offertory 
have notice on the thirteenth of a collection, they too, from want of being more 
accustomed to it, have lost all sense of its privilege and duty. The very poorest 
did regard it as such, and did like to give wherever their hearts were interested. 
He remembered gathering together in a mission-room, in his very poor parish of 
Bethnal Green, some poor widows for Bible reading. Well, he really did mt like 
to ask them for anything, they were so very poor. But it was his duty to have done so, 
and by-and-by they came to him, and asked to be allowed to give something. The 
poor liked to have the opportunity of giving. With regard to the difficulty of 
adopting the offertory, the speaker said in conclusion that when the church of 
which he was vicar was consecrated he felt that as it had been built for the poor it 
would be a gross breach of faith if pew-rents were adopted, and so it had 
remained a free church since its erection. And he firmly believed that any 
man who did what was right according to his own conscience, prayerfully seeking 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, would be enabled to carry out the policy which 
he believed was most for the honour of God. (Loud cheers. ) 

The Resolution having been seconded by Mr. Bayman, was put to the meeting, 
and declared by the Chairman to be carried nemine contradicente. 

Andover. — In accordance with notice issued, a meeting was held in the Town 
Hall, on Tuesday evening, the 25th November, for the purpose of taking the opinions 
of the parishioners as to whether the church, when reseated, should be free and 
unappropriated or not. The vicar was in the chair, and there was a very sharp 
discussion on the point ; but it was proposed by Mr. H. Dowling, and seconded 
by Mr. Thompson, that the church be free and unappropriated. Amendments 
were proposed by Dr. Farr, to the effect that the church should be partly appro- 
priated, or that, if the parishioners chose, each should send notice to the church- 
wardens, and have a seat appropriated to himself. Dr. Farr, however, withdrew 
his amendment, and on the matter being put to the vote for Mr. Poore's amend- 
ment, that any parishioner who chooses to send a notice shall have a seat 
appropriated to him, there were thirty-three for and forty-nine against : the result 
being received with loud applause. For the original proposition for non-appro- 
priation, there was an overwhelming majority, only four voting against it. 

St. John's, Bradmore.— The vicar makes an urgent appeal to his people on 
behalf of the "Churchwardens' Fund." {%q.^ Advocate^ Vol. I. p. 55.) The ex- 
penses of maintaining the church fabric and services are necessarily great, and the 
evening offertories by which alone they are sought to be met, are often so small as to 
be quite a reproach to the congregation. Of course there will always be in a " free " 
church many people who, not valuing the privileges, will not discharge the duties 
of worship, and so will either withhold their substance entirely from God's service, 
or will offer some miserable pittance which costs them nothing. But the vicar is 
persuaded that the smallness of the evening offertories is due mainly to incon- 
siderateness, and not to callousness. The great need that there is for substantial 
contributions is not presented to people's minds when they let the bag pass, or drop 
into it their least valuable coin. He begs therefore to put before them the following 
facts: — "A considerable debt is accumulating, and unless something is done to 
meet it, there will be 100/. deficit before Easter. The Churchwardens, whom we 
all so rightly value, are bent upon refusing to take office next year if they are not 
relieved of this burden, and the vicar can see but one way— if the people will not 
make it their concern — of maintaining the church services ; namely to surrender 
some of the morning offertories, which at present contribute to the supjwrt of him- 
self and his family. Surely this only wants to be known and felt, to be remedied. 
The evening offertories, which rarely exceed and often fall short of 3/. , might 
always reach 5/., if only a small number of the worshippers would do their best. 
We are poor at St. John's, but surely our poverty is not such that 700 of us cannot 
once a week raise 5/. for the maintenance of the worship of God in our midst, 
especially when we ourselves so greatly benefit by the provision." All worshippers, 
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but especially strangers, are reminded that although St. John's is entirely "free 
and unappropriated, it is also "unendowed," and it is therefore indispensably neces- 
sary that all should contribute liberally according to their means and circumstances. 

St. Mary, Newington.— The Rev. W. D. Maclaglan, R.D., asks for help 
to complete his Mission Church. It is ready for roofing in, but 1200/. are still 
needed to finish it. The parishioners, mostly poor, are already overburdened 
with the rebuilding of the parish church ; and he has undertaken to raise this 
money without asking their help. The Mission Church will hold 600 persons, 
and will be entirely free and unappropriated^ and open all day for private prayer. 
Numbers are ready to use the church and anxiously waiting for it ; and some, for 
want of church room, are drifting off elsewhere. 

Walsall. — The foundation-stone of a new district church was laid on the 28th 
Nov. at Walsall, by Lady Hatherton. The new building is to furnish accommoda- 
tion for a rapidly increasing district, now containing a population of 1 7,ocx), and 
when complete it will have cost 10,000/., towards which Lord Hatherton has given 
1000/. and the site. At the ceremony his lordship said the committee of manage- 
ment had, in his opinion, done well in deciding that the whole of the seats in the 
new building should be free. He could not look upon the pew system with any 
degree of favour whatever, and he had very little sympathy with the more modern 
system, in which it was customary for a considerable number of seats to be reserved. 
Such a system was very detrimental'to the interests of the Church, and it frequently 
caused those who were not regular in their attendance to stay away altogether, from 
the fact that they did not know where they should be able to get a seat. In his 
opinion, nothing was calculated to popularize the Church of England more than 
the introduction of free seats. 

St. Margaret's, Uxbridge. — ** A sort of * financial crisis' " in the "affairs " 
of this parish, has induced the vicar (the Rev. Theodore W. James) to issue an 
eight-page (4to.) manifesto to his parishioners on the Weekly Offertory, 
calling their attention " to some facts and inferences." The first "fact " is that 
the amount required annually for church expenses is 150/. ; the second, that 
instead of an average of 2/. lis. &/., the offertory during the last six months 
has averaged only 2/. df. (3\d. per Sunday, which brings him to his first " infer- 
ence"- which, he says, is " plain," and which we may add is most unpleasant yet 
not altogether surprising. The vicar's explanation is so curious, yet withal so 
interesting, we give it in full. After demonstrating that "the principle of the 
offertory is the best principle," he goes on to treat of the 

Drawbacks to the good -working of our Offertory System. — The chief drawback is, the practice 
of giving a very small sum indeed Km the principle that " numbers tell." It should be borne in 
mind that the chiuxh, in its restored state, will not seat anything like the number it formerly 
seated. According to rigid measurement there is now— taking appropriated sittings (including 
chairs) and unappropriated together — accommodation for only ^89 adults. Careml reckoning 
shows that a full morning congregation numbers, excluding children, about 300, and a full 
evening congregation about 350. This gives an average of 325 adults for every full congrega- 
tion. Now, if 325 persons attended church twice every Sunday in the year, and each person 
gave \d. at each service, the annual income would be 140/. i6j. 8</. But of these 325 persons, 
the very poor can only give .heir halfpenny ; and many well-to-do people never give anything. 

The following disturbmg causes must also be taken into account : — 

{fiS All the Sacramental alms go to the poor ; therefore the offerings of communicants are not 
available for church expenses— 0^) The contributions on charitjr-sermon days are not available 
for church expenses. —(£•) Contributions are lost through occasional non-attendance owing to 
illness, absence from home, bad weather, &c., &c. 

Are these losses taken into calculation by those of you who give a fixed sum f—I ask you each 
to put it to yourself thus : " If I never give more than sixpence (say) on any Sunday, the number 
of my sixpences contributed towards the general expenses of the church in the course of a year, 
falls considerably short of the number of weeks in a year." 

Another drawback is, the practice for one person to §ive once a day at morning service for ah 
the members of the family. The harm done is in this way : only a few seem to give in the 
morning, and next to none at the evening service, when strangers mostly attend. These observe 
that " putting in the bag" is the exception ; to pass it by " the rule." They follow " the rule," 
and thus their contributions are lost. 

Results of all this. — The parish has outstanding debts amounting to 44/. dr. 6^.— The '* offer- 
tory" is not yielding funds sufficient for current expenses. — ^The organ cannot be tuned. — The 
choir boys cannot be paid ; and in many ways the official action of the churchwardens is crippled 
by "a vulgar want of^ money." Such are the awkward facts. 

For the remedies proposed by the vicar we have no room ; we would, however 
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call his attention to the clue given by a valued correspondent, who in reference to 
this Very case, says, ** An Appropriated Church, and a very imperfect and partial 
adoption of t|ie offertory (the coUectbns are made in bags at the church doors 
twice on Sundays) is certain to be attended with * partial failure.* " 
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Ware, Rev., Canon 

West, Algernon E., Esq. . 

Whamciiffe, Rt. Hon. Lord 
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*^* Several matters of interest are unavoidably postponed, 

NOTICE. — The Council have resolved to issue tlie Advocate/^tt 1874, Monthly^ 
at One Penny /<fr Copy (Post-free, Three-Halfpence), at which price it will be 
supplied to non-members. The Subscription for tJie year will be One SHILLING; 
by post^ Eighteen PENCE. 

Issued by authority of the Council of the London Free and Open Church 
Association. Copies may be had gratuitously on application to the Secretary, 
25, Norfolk Street, Strand, IV. C, or will be sent for One Year to any address on 
receipt of Eighteen Penny Stamps. 

Cheques and Post-office Orders in aid of the Funds of the Association should be 
made payable to the Treasurer, OcTAVIUS L. HiLLS, Esq. Cheques crossed ** UNION 
Bank of London." 



GILBERT AND niVINGTON, PRINTERS, ST. JOHN S SQUARE, LONDON. 
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lONDON FREE AND OPEN CHURCH ASSOCIATION— 
The ordinary Monthly Meeting of the Executive Council was held 
on Wednesday evening, the 4th inst., at the office, 25, Norfolk 
Street, Strand. Alfred Buckley, Esq. (vice-chairman), presided, 
and there were present — The Revs. W. Dawson and G. Barnes ; 
H. C. Coote, Esq., F.S.A.; E. C. Ireland, Esq.; A. H. Watson, 
Esq.; H. G. Hayter, Esq.; J. L. Vincent, Esq.; S. R. Townshend Mayer, Esq.; 
and Mr. Vernon, Secretary. The minutes of meeting of the 8th January having 
been read and confirmed, the Secretary reported a balance in favour of the 
Association of 143/. Ss. Sd. Bills amounting to 39/. igs. 6\d^ were passed 
for payment. The Rev. Dr. Hannah, Vicar of Brighton, was elected a Vice- 
President of the Association. A letter was read from the Ekrl of Shrewsbury 
accepting the office of President of the Association for the current year. On 
the motion of Mr. Buckley, seconded by Mr. Coote, it was resolved unani- 
mously— "That the best thanks of the Council be given to Earl Nelson for 
the services his Lordship has rendered to the Association during the last four 
years as its President, and that the Secretary inform him that the Council 
have elected him their Chairman in place of Lord Shrewsbury." The Secre- 
.tary read a letter from Mr. Hills resigning his office of joint Hon. Treasurer 
bf the Association. On the motion of Mr. Ireland, seconded by Mr. Coote, it 
was resolved— ** That Mr. Hills' resignation be accented." Mr. Ireland moved, 
and Mr. Watson seconded, the fmlowijig Resolution — "That Mr. Hills be 
elected a Vice-President of the Association/' Carried unanimously. It was also 
unanimously resolved — "That the best thanks of this Council be given to Mr. 
Hills for the valuable services he has rendered to the Association as its Hon. 
Treasurer for the last eight years; also for his frequent, zealous, and eloquent 
public advocacy of the Free and Open Church cause during the same period ; and 
for his labours (in conjunction with Earl Nelson) in negotiating the 'Terms 
of Working Agreement between this Association and the National Association 
for Freedom of Worship in January, 1873. The Council also desire to express 
their sincere regret at the illness which has recently caused Mr. Hills' absence 
from their meetings and they trust that it will be only of a temporary cha- 
racter, and that he ma^ again shortly be able to co-operate with them m the 
important work in which they are engaged." Mr. Coote gave notice that he 
wotild move at the next meeting the election of Mr. Ireland as Hon. Treasurer of 
the Association. The Secretary reported that he had represented to Mr. Mackeson 
the harm which was being done to the cause by the misuse of the word "free," 
in describing the seat accpmmodation in churches, in his "Guide to the Churches 
of London,' and that he had willingly consented to meet the views of the Council 
on the subject. The word would accordingly for the future be carefully restricted 
to describing only those seats which were absolutely free, i. e. unappropriated ; and 
not as hitherto merely to mark a distinction between rented and unrented (but at 
the same tinie appropriated) seats. The alteration would take place in the pub- 
lication of the "Guide" for 1875, a notification of the intended change being 
inserted in the present year's issue. It was also reported that, in view of the 
General Election, an address had been inserted in some of the daily papers, 
appealing to electors to urge upon all candidates the importance of removmg the 
present serious evils of pew-rents and seat appropriation, and to support all 
.measures which would tend to restore to the people at large that free use of their 
parish churches to which they are by law entitled. Some iterations were made io 
the prospectus of the Association, but none of a very important character. 
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Special OrrERTOHiES for the Movembmt.— The Council, following the 
practice for many years adopted with signal success by the great Church Societies, 
has directed the Secretary to send a circular, of which the following is a copy, to 
Incumbents of Free Churches within the Metropolitan Postal District : — 

** Rbvbrbnd Sir,— Believing it to be a custom with many clergy to arrange the distribution of 
special offertories for the ensuing year at the beginning of each year, the Council direct me to 
ask you kindly to include this Association in your list of such offertories for 1874. I may 
mention that it is the first time the Council have solicited the aid of incumbents of free churches 



in this pairticular way. As there are, however, many persons wholly unable to afford a direct 
subscription to the Society's Funds, who nevertheless approve' of its objects, and would gladly 
•contribute a small offering in church were they given the opportunity of so doing, the Counal 



hope that you will kindly help the Association by affording such persons the opportimity sug- 
gested. If needful, we shall be happy to find a preacher for the occasion. Requesting the 
iavour of an answer at your early convenience, I am, Reverend Sir, your obedient Servant, 

(Signed) *'T. Bowatbr Vernon, Secretary .** 

When there's a Will there's a Way.— A valued correspondent informs 
us that St. John's, Bradmore (see vol. ii. p. 6), is open all day for private 
prayer and meditation, from nine o'clock (after matins) until sunset. " To accom- 
plish this desirable end with safety" (says our friend), " in consequence of a sacri- 
legious theft which occurred two or three years ago, we have a voluntary band of 
watchers, who are in church one hour each, to take charge of God's House, which 
hour they of course employ profitably in prayer and meditation. It requires fully 
forty persons to do this, and our ranks are always full. — D.M.D." 

St. Philip's, Sydenham.— The Vicar and Churchwardens have issued the 
following circular to the parishioners, a plan Which has been adopted in several 
other parishes where appropriation prevails : — "As it is necessary to the success of 
the Mission that throughout the ten days, i.e. — from Sexagesima Sunday, February 
8th, to Shrove Tuesday, — the entire church should be available ; it is earnestly 
requested that seat holders, who on entering the church should find their accus- 
tomed seats occupied, will take any others that may be vacant." 

WiLLESDEN. — As One of the results, in some degree at least, of the recent Kilbum 
meeting, a fuU report of which appeared in the last month's Advocate (pp. 2-6), 
the following announcement appeared in the Kilburn Times and Western Post of 
January loth : — " In a circular recently addressed to the congregation at Willesden, 
the Churchwardens state that, after a further trial of six months having more 
clearly shown that the voluntary contributions for sittings in the parish church are 
not in accordance with the views of a large majority of the congregation, they con- 
sider it advisable at once to discontinue such an unsatisfactory mode of providing 
for the necessary expenses, and in lieu thereof to establish a weekly offertory, which 
will commence to-morrow (Sunday)." 

St. Luke's, Lower Norwood.— The Rev. R. C. Stevens, Assistant Curate 
of this church, in acknowledging an address presented to him by the Churchwar- 
dens on behalf of the Parishioners, referred to the effects of pew-rents in his church 
as follows. He said: — **One of the most painful things to me, I confess, is the 
absence in large numbers of the poor from the church. We know from what we 
have heard to-night, from my friend Mr. Honey and other gentlemen, that 
their absence is not due to any ill-feeling ; but I should like to see the church filled 
with poor people, not the poor only to the exclusion of the well-to-do and the rich, 
but all meeting together as brethren in the house of their common Father in whose 
sight they are all equal. Had I the power I would sweep away pew-rents and 
pew appropriations for ever. But I feel that I am treading upon difficult ground 
nere, for it seems to be the only way of raising the incumbent's stipend, and a very 
poor way it is, too, considering the very small sum it brings in, and he ought to 
be paid handsomely — 'the labourer is worthy of his hire,* and there is no endow- 
ment. Still I maintain that the principle of pew-rents is a hateful one, if for no 
other reason than this, that it drives the poor from the church and gives the best 
places to those who can pay for them only. However, if they cannot be done 
away with yet, I do trust that those empty seats in the front of a Sunday evening 
may be filled with poor people, who must be hunted up and compelled to come in, 
that God's house may be filled. If those who pay for their sittings will not occupy 
ihem, thfcy surely cannot object to other people doing so." 
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WiMBLEPOK Parish Church. — ^To avoid misapprelueii3ion» and in justice to 
those parishioners of Wimbledon who object, upon principle, to pay any pew or 
seat rent, rate or assessment, voluntanr or otherwise, in respect of seats in their 
parish church, the following copy of a case recently laid before counsel, and of 
his opinion thereon, is respectfully submitted for the consideration of all who take 
interest in the matter. --Henry Trelawny Boodle. 

Mayfield, Wimbledon, Jan. 17th, 1874. 
Case for the Opinion of Counsel on behalf of Parishioners of Wimbledon, 

The Church of St. Mary, Wimbledon, is the parish church of the whole 
parish of Wimbledon. — It has been the custom of the churchwardens to appro- 
priate permanently the majority of the seats in the parish church to certain 
parishioners, leaving comparatively few seats, and those m the worst parts of the 
church, unappropriated, and therefore available to the parishioners generally. — 
When compulsory church-rates were abolished, the churchwardens of that 
time originated, and, at a meeting of pew-holders, obtained the sanction of the 
majority present to a voluntary seat rate or rent on the appropriated seats in the 
parish church to meet certain expenses, such as the salaries of pew-openers, beadle, 
organist, &c., &c., which, in the opinion of the churchwardens, were "congre- 
gational " expenses, and could not properly be charged against the parishioners 
generally under a voluntary church-rate. — This proceeding of the churchwardens 
was from the first protested against on behalf of those parishioners who submit 
this case to counsel. Such parishioners have since refused to pay any rent or rate, 
voluntary or otherwise, for sittings in their parish church, on the ground that pew 
rents are objectionable, and in parish churches are illegal, and that the voluntary 
pew rents which the churchwardens attempt to levy involve an evasion of the law, 
and must ultimately tend to injure the poor by establishing a fixed money pay- 
ment for the privilege of worship in their own parish church. Those parishioners, 
however, have been and are ready to contribute to the full extent of their share to 
pay off the present debt and to provide in future for the church expenses, and 
more, if necessary, by means of collections in church from the assembled parish- 
ioners, according to what they understand to be the church's rule. — The diurch- 
wardens have printed and circulated a statement; distinguishing those pew-holders 
who do from those who do not pay the voluntary seat rate or rent. — In their 
printed statement, the first defaulter mentioned is the vicar of the parish, who is 
assessed for nine sittings, amounting to 2/. 19J. a year, and who pays nothing. 
Many parishioners have naturally followed the example thus set them by their 
vicar. — The churchwardens* scheme of finance has left them 91/. Sj. 9</. out of 
pocket up to Easter, 1873, and they state that "since that time a considerable part 
of the expenses has been continued by them. " — At a private meeting convened by 
the churchwardens at a private house, and to which a few selected pew-holders only 
were summoned, it was recently resolved to meet the financial difficulty by increasing 
the voluntary pew or seat rate, and the churchwardens have stated their intention 
of so doing. Counsel's opinion is requested upon the following points : — 

I. Whether, in a parish church, it is lawful to pay pew rents. — 2. Whether it 
is or is not an evasion of the law for churchwardens to attempt to levy voluntary 
pew rents or rates, and to print and publish a list of those parishioners who do and 
do not pay them. — 3. Whether the parishioners who object to pay voluntary pew 
rents or rates, under the circumstances stated, are justified in so doing. 

Opinion, 
I. It is not lawful to levy pew rents in a parish church. — 2. It is, in my judg- 
ment, a moral evasion of the law for churchwardens to attempt to levy voluntary 
pew rents or rates, and to print or publish a list ol those parishioners who do and 
do not pay them ; and I further think that if the churchwardens were to make it in 
any way a condition of an allotment of a seat that the allottee should pay a volun- 
tary pew rent or rate, they would. break the law. — 3. The parishioners who object 
to pay voluntary pew rents or rates in the circumstances stated in the case, are, in 
my judgment, justified in so doing. (Signed) Walter G. F. Phillimore. 
Lincoln's Inn Chambers, Chancery Lane, Jan. 14th, 1874. 
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Gloucester Cathedral.— With reference to our paramph (vol. i. p. 260) 
oil the system of non-freedom at this Cathedral, the GUnuesterikin Ckronide 
of the 3ni ulto. says \ — " The writer appears to be rather misinformed, and 
to be unnecessarily hard upon the vergers. Whil<» the Cathedral is the 
parish church of the diocese, it is also, specially, the parish church for the 
College Precincts, and alike in the nave and the choir some seats are re- 
served iot its special parishioners, and for the families of those connected with 
the Cathedral, on Sundays ; but neither on Sunday nor on any other day are the 
poor or strangers, so far as our observation goes, allowed to want a seat while 
there is one vacant As to the * pecuniary profit ' of the Vergers, whatever may 
have been the fetate of things which formerly existed, we believe few, if any of our 
cathedrals, are more readily accessible to the visitor than Gloucester now is. Not 
many years ago we complained of the system of closed doors, and took some pains 
to ascertain the rules adopted in every cathedral in England, and published in our 
columns the information with which we were kindly furnished. Soon afterwards 
the Dean, and Chapter ordered that the nave be opened daily, from morning 
till evening, except on Sundays, and thousands of persons have availed themselves 
of the privilege of visiting this portion of the sacred edifice. The cloisters are open 
also during at least a portion of each day. The Lady Chapel, crypt, and galleries 
of the choir could scarcely be left unlocked during the hours of divine service, 
in order that people might wander about in them as they please ; and strangers 
who desire to see those portions of the Cathedral during other parts, of the day can 
hardly object to hand a small gratuity to the attendant." Our contemporary is 
wrong in supposing we were ** misinformed " in this matter. We wrote from our 
own personal experience and observation, and, notwithstanding the general accu- 
racy of our critic, we see no reason to think we were " unnecessarily hard on the 
vergers," nor to retract anything we have said. Undoubtedly much more freedom 
exists in Gloucester Cathedral than there was in days of yore, and the public are 
indebted mainly to the Gloucestershire Chronicle for the improvement, especially 
for the abolition of the chain which used to bar access to the nave at other than 
service time, but much still remains to be done. We are convinced that vergers, 
whose palms are always itching for fees, render absolute freedom impossible. We 
know, as a matter of fact, that for a seat in the few stalls and pews unreserved for or un- 
occupied by residents in the Cathedral precincts, strangers and non-residents must 
" tip" the verger, otherwise they are placed in the chairs down the centre. It is 
not unusual for gentlemen to fee the subsacrists handsomely to secure a stall for 
themselves, or a seat in a pew for their wives whenever they attend service. This 
is the system we object to, and we trust our contemporary will assist in putting it 
down. We think, moreover, that if the vergers and beadiimen were properly paid, 
as they ought to be, strangers and others would not be called upon for even the 
"small gratuity" the Chronicle would allow them. If money must be paid for 
viewing the Cathedral, let the Dean fix a scale of fees, and apply the proceeds to 
the Restoration Fund. We make our remarks in all kindness, and do not blame 
the present vergers for following a system which did not originate with themselves. 

St. Margaret's Church, Anfield, Liverpool.— This beautifiil structure 
was consecrated on the 25th ult., the sermon being preached by the Lord Bishop 
of the Diocese. It is a pure and noble offering to the glory of God, and is not 
marred by the renting or reservation of a single seat in the whole building. Well 
may the people of the district be proud of and grateful for their net7 church and 
their clergyman, who accepted it on the condition that it should be free and unappro- 
priated throujghout. This fact is a guaMntee of the thorough missionary work, 
which, in humble faith and trust, will be here carried on, and we heartily wish 
both patron and priest God speed in their enterprise. This church makes the 
NINTH free and unappropriated church in Liverpool. — Monthly Paper of the Chester 
Diocesan Open Church Assoeiaiion. 

Hollow AY Churches. — (A Correction,) — Our correspondent, "An Aggrieved 
Churchman," writes that in his letter tons (vol. i. p. 186), he did " not mean to say 
that the weekly offertory, as well as pew rents, go to the support of the minister ; 
the fact being that the offertory is devoted to church and school expenses, while 
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the pew rents go towards the support of the dergyman ''•^printed notices to this 
effect being placed about the church in question. 

St. Andrew's, Hillingdok.— The offertory for the year 1873 amounted to 
358/. iQf. %d. The church is open throa^out the day for private prayer. 

GoLDENHiLL, StoK£«on-Trent.— We are informed by the vicar of this f»rish, 
the Rev. Osmond Dobree, that he has made his church free and unappropriated. 
Forty pounds of income were derived from pew-rents, but the vicar hopes that the 
offertoiy, which he introduced at &e time of making the church free, will realize 
this sum and mnch mone^ '* It is," he says, *' working very well.'' We shall be 
glad to see his quarterly statement as soon as issued. The church is open all day 
throughout the week for private prayer. 

Illegality of Selling Seats.— In an unreported case in the Consistory 
Court of Chichester in 1852, respecting certain seats in Horsham Church, the 
Judge said \~^** The practice prevailed at Horsham of buyii^ and selling seats in the 
parish church, so systematically carried on that a register was kept of the supposed 
talue of the seats $ tMs illegal and discreditable tnSic had been countenanced by 
some vicars^ and had been sanctioned and abetted by the diurdiwardens in direct 
violation of the dvty which they had by solemn declaration bound themselves to 
fulfil." He Warned the churchwardens that they wfjoX be subjected to criminal 
proceedings, aod to punishmentt — A.H. 

Pewsey, Wilvs. — A public meeting on the important and growing question of 
free and open churches was held at the Infiants* School-room, Pewsey, or 
Wednesday ev^ing, the 31st of December, convened by the Rector for the purpose 
of considering the advisability of abandoning the system of appropriation of pews 
in the parish church. In Pewsey chardh, says the Marlborough Times amd WUtM 
and Berks County Paper, *' although there are and have been no pew lenti^ the 
practice of allotting pews to various houses was adopted in 1854. Apart from the 
broad question d 'free churches f'/rjarj appropriated pews,' this is said to have 
led to many local evilsy and some within our own knowledge would amply justify 
the Rector in moving in Ae matter." The Rector of Pewsey (the Rev. T. R. 
Ravenshaw) occupied the chair, supported by the Rev. Dr. Farrar, MasAer of 
Marlborough Coll^e> and the Rev. J. Parr, Vicar of St Mary's, Marlborough. 
The Rev. D. Williams, Rev. R. Nicholson (Vicar of Beechingstoke), Rev. F. 
Robinson, Rev. A. Beechey, Dr. Barrett, &c, &c., were present, and many 
others, principally ladies and poor parishioners. The Rector, in a long and earnest 
speech, uxged his parishioners to open the church free to afl comers^ land make it 
dimply ** first come first served. Those who have any fancy for any particular 
part c^ the church will of course, if they take the trouble to come a little earHer, 
secure that place." After a ludd exposition of the advantage of freedom, and an 
earnest appeal to his parishioners, The Rector concluded by moving the following 
resolution : — 

" That this meeting, recoeniring thitt all parishioners, whether rich or poor, hare an equal 
right and claim to the parish church, and that the Bible directly reprobates the principle of 
giving especial pririleses to any particular worshippers in any assembly of Christians, approves 
of free and open churches." 

The Rev. F. W. Farrar, D.D., Head Master of Marlborough College, and a 
Vice-President of the London Free and Open Church Association, was received 
with loud applause. He said — ' ' I simply come as a friend and neighbour, as a friend 
of your Rector, and at some inconvenience to myself. The cause I advocate no 
person in this room can say is in the least dejp^ree a party question (hear, hear). 
It has nothing in the world to do with party, if it had I for one, as I have all my 
life kept aloof from any particular party, being one of those who deplore the 
existence of parries in our common Churdi of England, would have nothmg to do 
with it. The question is supported as much by the Record as by the Guardian, it 
is supported as strongly by Dr. Guthrie and Dr. Vaughan as by Mr. Maconockie, 
and many leadins; Bishops are on the list of its supporters. The principle must 
simply stand or fall on its own merits ; in point of fact I believe many dissenters 
have supported it more strongly in their own congregations than in the Church of 
England. The Rev. Dr. in a long and an eloquent speech explained the scriptural 
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grounds on which the resolution was based, and continued : — "I myself lived in a 
parish where almost all those who had pews allotted to them were as discontented 
as those who had not, and there was constant jealousy going on because Mr. Jones 
had a better pew than Mr. Smith, who was quite equal to Mr. Jones, and because 
Mr. Robinson was preferred to them both, whereas Mr. Jones had been in the 
parish^ year longer than he had. All this kind of miserable jealousy and con- 
temptible heart-burning was continually going on, and, although there was an 
overflowing population in the parish, the church was nearly empty. In point of 
fact I do not know a more constant source of ill-feeling in that parish, and I think 
I am justified in saying that if the pews had been done away with, all those sincere 
and earnest worshippers would have sat down in the first place they could find, 
and those families who naturally desired to worship side by side would have gone 
early and got places, — that the church, instead of being empty as it was, would 
have been filled from end to end, — that since then the church would not have been 
large enough to accommodate all the inhabitants who would resort there— and that 
before another year a new church would have been built, also free and open. In 
advocating that churches should^ free, I am advocating the cause of the Church 
of England, which is the cause of holiness, order, and every conspicuous national 
blessing (cheers). That fact makes this a question for every one of us, as Well as 
for those parishes where the appropriation of pews creates most undesirable and 
miserable feelings." Referring to the state of things abroad the speaker con- 
tinued : — ** Of all the scenes I ever saw in any foreign city none touched me more 
than one I saw in the city of Rome. Many scenes in that city have excited my 
disgust and disapproval, but this, which stirred far different feelings, I shall never 
forget. One winter evening I visited that vast ampitheatre called the Coliseum, 
an enclosure now regarded as sacred because its floor has been bedewed with the 
blood of so many Christian Martyrs. Quite alone I mounted to the top of the 
ruins, and was sitting in solitude when there entered a procession for a service 
called in the Romish Church, Via Cruets, There, as the voices of the worshippers 
and the sweet music of the hymns floated up to me on the quiet evening air, I saw 
the labourer as he came in put down his burden, I saw the market girl put down 
her basket, and I saw kneeling side by side with these many ladies of the noblest 
and highest families in Europe. There were the Princess Corsini and the Boighese 
Princes entirely undistinguished and unnoticed, not by any means degraded but 
rather honoured by kneeling side by side with artizans, where rank was no dis- 
tinction, and united by the mysteries of a common mortality and a common 
redemption (cheers). I only wish I could see more of such scenes in the Church 
of England, and I believe I shall see it when the churches become, as I believe 
they will be, free and open." The speaker then proceeded to state that figures 
and other data showed that the Church of England had greatly lost her hold on the 
people, and gave a historical view of the matter from the time of Queen Elizabeth 
to that of John Wesley and Geoi^e Whitefield, and thence to our own day. Of 
the religious awakening, he said : — **One of the latest forms this movement has 
taken has been the desire to throw open all churches alike to worshippers, so that 
wherever we are in Christian England not one of us will seem an alien ; that at any 
church we shall be able all alike to go into the presence of a conmion God, and 
ownership of any particular spot on sacred ground is impossible. (Cheers. ) And 
if we are faithful to that impulse, if we participate in that forward movement, we 
may look for the breath of God from the four winds of heaven, until the dry bones 
stand up a great army of God. I believe if we continue that work, twenty years 
hence there will hardly be a single church in England where the pews are appro- 
priated which will not be regarded as a rare and discreditable exhibition. I 
certainly myself most heartily and earnestly hope for such a consummation, and 
will do what I can by all action legitimately to advance it ; and I am sure if the 
day does come, as some people say it will, when the Church of England shall be dis- 
established, we have nothing to fear." 

The resolution was canied unanimously. 

[We shall give further extracts from Dr. Farrar's and other speakers* addresses 
in a future number.] 
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Chester Diocesan Open Church Association. — At a meeting of the 
Council held on the iSth ult. at the Coftimon Hall, Hackins Hey, Capt. Lem- 
priere in the chair, it was reported that at a public meeting held by the Asso- 
ciation during the previous week at Lincoln under the presidency of the Bishop 
of the Diocese, his Lordship stated that during the five years of his bishopric he 
had assisted at the consecration or restoration services of upwards of 200 churches, 
not one of which, he was glad to say, was pew-rented. Arrangements were then 
made for simultaneous sermons to be preached in the diocese on the work of 
restoring the free use of the national churches. 

The English Pew System.—** Some of the little Dutch churches formerly 
built in the Arctic regions now serve as dens for bears" — Esquiros, ** Holland 
and the Dutch." On this passage Mr. Boyes remarks, in his recently published 
**Lacon in Council," p. 223, **So, I am sorry to say, do the pews of some 
nearer home, which inhospitably refuse to open their doors to decent people 
standing beside them. If a man is sitting in his five -seated pew, and the other 
four seats are occupied only by his grandeur, his dignity, his privacy, and his 
tranquillity, I fear it is the devil who is shutting them all in together, whilst he 
fancies he isshutting the poor man out." 

Separation of the Sexes (pp. 170, 179).— A correspondent of the Guardian 
writing from Biarritz says : — ** Here at least, in this old-fashioned comer, however 
it may be in the large towns of France, religion seems still to hold its own among 
all classes. The churches are well attended, and not by women only or chiefly. 
On All Saints' Day (Saturday), and on Le Jour des Morts^ observed this year on 
the Monday, the devout demeanour of both men and women, flocking in crowds to 
their parish church on the summit of the hill, was very impressive ; and the old 
curi spoke to them from the pulpit in the aff"ectionate and homely style of a father 
among his children. The Basquais are strongly tenacious of old customs. Men 
and women kneel apart in church. In the old church at St. Jean de Luz are no 
less thany&«r galleries, very quaintly carved in front, reserved for men." 



SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED FROM 
£ s. d. 



Andrews, Rev. R. 
Anson, Vice-Admiral 
Arthy, J. C, Esq. . 
Ashworth, Rev. F. G. E. 
Baker, R. B. Wingfield, Esq. 
Baker, W. R., Esa^ . 
Balmer, J. Percy, Esq. . 
Barker, Rev. C. R. . 
Bameby, W. H., Esq. . 
Barrington, Hon. Percy 
Basevi, Major . . « 
Bass, M. A., Esq., M. P. . 
Bateman, T. F., Esq., F.RS. 
Beattie, William, Esq., M.D. 
Bell, Alfred, Esq. . 
Best^ Major M. G. . 
Bissile, Mrs. 



(don.) X o o 
.050 
.050 
.066 



Blakiston, M., Esq. .... 
Blomfield, A. W., Esq. . 
Boothby, C. £., Esq. 

Boustead, John, Esq 

Boutflower, Rev. D. J., R.N. . ' . 
Bradshaw, Rev. J. B. . . . 
Braithwaite. F. X, Esq. . 
Brasscy, H. A., Esq., M.P. . 
Brassey, Thomas, Jun., Esq., M.P. . 
Bridson, Joseph R., Esq. . (1873) 
Bristowe, H. F., Esq., Q.C. . 
Brooks, W. CunliflFe, Esq., M.P. . 
Broughton, Rev. F. R. . 

Buckle, Mrs 

Buckle, Miss M. S 

Buckl^, Alfred, Esq. 

Bute, The Most Hon. the Marquis of 

Cardwell, Reginald, Esq. 



o zo 6 
050 
o zo o 



o zo 6 
o zo 6 



JAN. 1ST TO FEB. 7TH, 1 8 74. 

£s. d. 

Cary-Elwes, V. H. D., Esq. 

Chandler, Mr. J. 

Charrington, Charles, Esq. 

Chester, Lieut. -Colonel M C. 

Cheswright, Henry, Esq. . 

Childers, Lieut.-Col. E. W., R.i 

Clinton, Rt. Hon. Lord . 

Conybeare, Rev. J. W. E. 

Cooper, Hay, Esq. . 

Coote, H. C, Esq., F.S.A. 

Coulthurst, Edmund, Esq. . '33 

Coulthurst, W. M., Esq. . . . z x 

Cowie, Herbert M., Esq. (1872, 1873, 
and 1874) . . o 15 

Currie, Arthur, Esq. 

De Tabley, Rt. Hon. Lord 

Digby, G. D. Wingfield, Esq. 

Dimsdale, Robert, Esq., M.F. 

Divett, John, Esq. . 

Dobree, Rev. Osmond 

Draper, Captain J. S. 

Drummond, S. Home, Esq.. (sub- 
scription and donation) . . '33 

Drummond, William, Esq. . .0x0 

Duke, Roger, Esq 05 

Earp, Thomas, Esq z x 

Eden. Vice-Admiral Sir Charles, 
K.C.B 3 2 

Edwards, Arthur, Esq. (X873 and 
X874) 0x0 

E. £. G. . . . , . .as 

Eliot, Rt. Hon. Lord . . . x x 

E. M. G as 

Faussett, Rev. Godfrey . . . x x 

Fiennes, Hon. J. F. , . . ,22 



Digitized by 



Google 



i6 



7^ Free and Open Church Advomtc* 



Fleming, G. D., Esq. 
Foxcroft, E. T. D., Esq. 
Glasgow, Rt. Hon. Earl of (subscrip- 
tion and donation) . 
Glazier, F. W., Esq. . . 
Gore, F. C, Esq. . 
Goulden, J. Wa^e, Esq. (1873, 



£s,d. 



1874, and 1875) 
Green, E. A., Esq. . 
Gregory, Rcy. Canon 
Griffin, Rev. W. N. 



Griffitk, Rev. R. C. F. (187a, 
and 1874) .... 
Grosvenor, Lord Richard, M.P, 
Hall, Rev. J. R 
Hannah, Rev. Dr. 
Hardy, Charles S., Esq. 
Harvey, Mr. Edmund 
Harvey. Captain G. S., R.H.A. 
Harvie, Edgar C, Esq. . 
Haworth>Booth, Li«ut.-Col. R 
Hawtrey, Rev. Stephen . 
Haygarth, Colonel F. 
Healc, Mrs. H. N. . 
Heaton, W. Henniker, Esq. 
Heytesbury, Right Hon. Lord 
Hoare, H. Seymour, Esq. 
Howard, Hon. Mrs. Greville 
Hughan, Thomas, Esq. . 
Irvine, Rev. James . 
James, Sir Walter C, Bart. 
Janson, F. H., Eot. 
Johnson, Rev. T. B, 
Johnstone, Sir Harcourt,Bart., 
jones>Bateman, R., Esq. 
Judkins, B. L., Esq. 
Kitcat, Rev. John . 
Knight, H«nry, Esq. 
Lane, Sidney L., Esq. 
Lauder, Sir T. W. Dick, Bart. 
Legge, Rev. A. A. K. 
Lister, T. Villiers, Esq. . 
Lloyd, C S., Esq. . 
Longman, William, Esq. . 
Lyte, H. Maxwell, Esq. . 
Majendie, Major V. D., R.A. 
Mallard. Captain C, R.N. 
Mann, Mr. Joseph . 
Marsden, T.J. W., Esq. . 
Marten, A. G., Esq., M.P. 
Massingberd, Rear-Admiral 
McLaughlin, Major E., R.A. 
Moore, T. R., Esq. . \ 
Morris, Mr. Edward 
Naghten, Major A. R., HP. , 
Nelson, 'J 'he Dowager Countess 
Nelson, Right Hon., Earl 
Oxenford, J., Esq. . 



X873, 

(don.) 
»873» 



050 
X o o 
o 16 o 

0x50 



X I o 

• 50 

X X o 



B. . 



M.P. 



320 
o zo o 

3 3 O 



o a 6 
a a o 



X X o 
100 
o zo 6 

X X o 
330 
050 



o 5 

o 5 



o a 6 



Parr, T. R., Esq 

Parsons, James, Esq. . (1873) 

Peters, Captain W. H. . 
Piimore, D., Esq. .... 
Pollard-Urquhart, W. W. D., Esq. 

(Z873 and Z874) 
Ponsonby, Hon. Gerald . 
Puller, A. Giles, Esq. 
Radcliffe, Henry, Esq. . 
Randall, Rev. R. W. 
Reilly, Lieut.-Col, R.A. . 
Robertson, Captain David, R.N, 
Rumsey, Rev. J, W. 
Rutley, Captain J. L. 
St. Aubvn, J. P., Esq. 
Sl Paul's, Very Rev. the Dean 
Scot, Dr. T. Goldie . 
Searancke, F. J., Esq. . 
Searancke, Mrs. 
Selby, G. T.j Esq. . 
Selby, Captain W. Beaumont 
Seymour, E. W., Esq. 
Seymour, Mrs. . 
Sidgwick, Rev. J. B. 
Sknne, H. Duncan, Esq. . 
Smallcombe, J. C, Esq. 
Somerset. R. G. H., Esq. 
Stawell, J. W. Alcock, Esq. . 
Steggall, Charles, Esq., Mus. Doc. 
Stewart, J. A. Shaw, Esq. 
Street, G«orge E., Esq., R.A. 
Sutton, Rev. W. Manners 
Templetown, Lieut. -Gen. the Right 

Hon. Viscount, G.C.B. . 
Tibbs, W. J., Esq. . 
Trehcrne, George G. T., Esq. 
Trew, Edward B., Esq. . 
Tudor, E. O., Esq. . 
Utterson, Major A. H. 
Vaughan, James, Esq. 
Vernon, Hon. W. W. 
Wadmore, J. F., Esq. 
Waller, Rev. A. . 
Wallington, Lieu t -Col, J., W. 
Walpole, Hon. Henry 
Walsham, Sir J.J., Bart 
Warburton, R. £. Egerton, Esq. 
Warren, J. Loxdale, Esq. 
Watson, Lieut -Col. C. E. 
Watson, Wentworth, Esq. 
Wells, William, Esq., M.P. 
West, J. R., Esq. . . 
West, Col. the Hon. W. E. Sackville 
Westminster, The Most Hon. the 

Marquis of (sub. and don.) 

Wilbraham, Major-Gen. Sir R. 
Wood, Henry, Esq. 



o zo o 
050 
a 3 o 
050 



o zo 
3 3 



o xo 6 
X X o 



8 a e 
050 

X X o 

050 
z z o 

X X o 

X X o 

X z o 

X I o 

050 
o xo 6 

X X o 

X X o 

X X o 

X X o 

3 O O 

a 3 o 

a o o 

a a o 

X X o 

730 



%• For want 0/ room Tve are compelled to postpone our Obituary Notice of the 
late Robert Brett, Esq., a Summary of our Parliamentary Gains and Losses by 
the General Election, and several other matters of interest. 

Issued by authority of the Council of the London Free and Open Church 
Association. Copies may be had gratuitously on application to the Secretary, 
25» Norfolk Street, Strand, W,C., or will be sent for One Year to any address on 
receipt of Eighteen Penny Stamps, 

Cheques and Post-office Orders in aid of the Funds of the Association should be 
made payable to the Treasurer, OCTAVius L» Hills, Esq. Cheques crossed ** UNION 
Bank of London." ... 



GILBERT AND KIVIWGTON, PRINTBRt, ST. JOHN's SQUARB, LONDON, 
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Vol. II. MARCH i6th, 1874. No. 27. 

lONDONFREE AND OPEN CHURCH ASSOCIATION.— 
The ordinary Monthly Meeting of the Executive Council was held 
on Wednesday evening, the 4th inst., at the office, 25, Norfolk 
Street, Strand. Alfred Buckley, Esq., presided, and there were 
present— H. C. Coote, Esq., F.S.A.; E. C. Ireland, Esq.; 
Melvill Green, Esq.; J. Waddon Martyn, Esq.; J. Regd. Dowson, 
Esq.; Alex. H. Watson, Esq.; C. Graham Carttar, Esq.; J. L. Vincent, Esq.; 
and Mr. Vernon, Secretary. The minutes of meeting of the 4th February were 
read and confirmed; the Secretary reported that there was a balance in favour of 
the Association, exceeding 209/. Bills amounting to 105/. 19^. 3^. were passed 
for payment. The following were elected Vice-Presidents of the Association : — 
the Lord Bishop of Winchester ; the Earl of Normanton ; the Earl of Bective, 
M.P.; Lewis A, Majendie, Esq., M.P.; Charles G. Percival, Esq., M.P.; the 
Rev. Dr. Farrar, Head Master of Marlborough College ; the Rev. Thomas 
Martyn, sen. ; and Allan H. Drummond, Esq. A letter was read from Earl 
Nelson, thanking the Council for the Resolution passed at last meeting, regarding 
his past services as President, and accepting the office of Chairman of Council. 
The Secretary also read a letter from Mr. Street, asking to be allowed to resign the 
Treasurership of the Association, owing to his inability to attend the meetings of 
Council, and suggesting that for the future one gentleman only should be appointed 
to fill the office. After some discussion it was resolved by a majority of one : — 

" That Mr. Street be requested to continue his office as Treasurer of the Society, and that a 
junior Treasurer be, if he so wish, s^pointed to aid him in the discharge of his duties." 

The Secretary was directed to forward a copy of this Resolution to Mr. 
Street, and submit his reply to a Special Meeting of the Council, to be summoned 
for Wednesday next, the nth inst, at 5 p.m. On the motion of Mr. Carttar, 
seconded by Mr. Melvill Green, it was resolved — "That a Committee be ap- 
pointed to draw up instructions as to the duties of the Treasurer," and the 
following gentlemen were named to form the Committee : — Messrs. Athawes, Coote, 
Dewar, Hayter, Ireland, Sutton, and Watson. Mr. Dowson moved, and Mr. 
Vincent seconded: — 

" That in accordance with the recommendation of the General Committee the appointment of 
Patrons under Rule 6 be acted on to the extent of Archbi^ops, Bishops, Deans, and ex-President 
of the Association." 
Carried imanimously. 

The Secretary reported that the Dean of St. Paul's had consented to his name 
appearing as a Patron. It was then resolved that the following be elected Patrons 
of the Association subject to their consent, viz. : — the Bishops of Winchester, Bangor, 
Lichfield,. Peterborough, Lincoln, Chichester, Derry and Raphoe, Sodor and 
Man, and Tennessee ; the Dean of St. Paul's, and Lord Whamcliffe (ex- 
President). Wednesday, the 6th May, was fixed for the 8th Annual General 
Meeting of the Association, and the Secretary was directed to inform the President 
of the same, and to secure the room at the Westminster Palace Hotel. The 
Secretary was also authorized to arrange for special services in connexion with the 
anniversary, at some convenient church. Among other matters it was reported 
that a successful public meeting had been held at the Westboume Hall, West- 
bourne Grove, Bayswater, on Wednesday evening, the 25th February, Earl 
Nelson in the chair. The remainder of the Agenda was postponed for considera- 
' tion at the Special Meeting on the nth inst. 

A Special Meeting of the Executive Council was held at the office, on 
Wednesday evening, the iith inst, Alfred Buckley, Esq., ( Vice-Chairman) pre- 
siding. There were also present— George E. Street, Esq., R.A.; Alex. H. 
Watson, Esq.; J. L. Vincent, Esq.: H. C. Coote, Esq., F.SvA.; Chas. 1^ 
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Freeman, Esq. ; J. Waddon Martyn, Esq. ; C. Gmham Carttar, Esq. ; J. Regd. 
Dowson, Esq. ; and Mr. Vernon, Secretary. The minutes of meeting of 4th inst. 
having been read, thd Secretary read a letter from Mr. Street, in reply to the 
Resolution passed at the last Council, in which he said, — ** As I cannot but think 
it will be for the interest of the Association that the Treasurer should be a more 
regular attendant at the meetings than I find it possible to be, I think I shall be 
but doing my duty by asking you to consider my resignation of the office still to 
hold good." Mr. Street then rose and explained the reasons which had influenced 
him in his decision, and said that while heartily sympathizing with the work of 
the Association, and wishing it every success, he still felt that it would be for the 
interest of the Society if the Council were to elect a gentleman to fill the office 
who could give his time to the duties and attend the meetings of the Council with 
greater regularity than he could possibly do. After considerable discussion, Mr. 
Martyn moved, and Mr. Dowson seconded the following Resolution, which was 
carried unanimously : — 

" That this Council with great regret accepts Mr. Street's resignation, and in acknowledgment 
of the p^reat interest which he has always tsdcen in the work of the Association hereby elects him 
one of Its Vice-Presidents." 

On the motion of Mr. Coote, seconded by Mr. Watson, Mr. E. C. Ireland was 
unanimously elected Treasurer of the Association. It was also resolved, that the 
Treasurer be ex officio a member of all standing committees. The Secretary was 
authorized, if possible, to arrange with the Secretary of the National Association 
for Freedom of Worship, Manchester, for the issue of a joint advertisement 
regarding the Easter Vestries. In accordance with a recommendation of the 
Meetings Committee, if was resolved— "That Public Meetings be held at Glouces- 
ter, Cheltenham, and Tewkesbury, as soon as the necessary arrangements can be 
made." The Secretary reported that he had secured the refusal of the room at the 
Westmhister Palace Hotel for the Annual Meeting, on the 6th May, and 
that he hoped to be able to arrange for an evening service in connexion with the 
Anniversary at the Priory Church of St. Bartholomew, Smithfield. After the 
transaction of other business, the Council adjourned. 

Ba-YSWATER. — A public meeting was held by the London Free and Open 
Church Association on the 25th ult., at Westboume Hall, Westboume-grove, 
Bayswater. It was numerously attended, and amongst those present were — 
Commander Dawson, R.N. ; Rev. T. O. Marshall, St. Mary Magdalene, Pad- 
dington; H. Trelawny Boodle, Esq., E. M. Courtney, Esq., W. S. Dean, Esq., 
&c. &c. On the platform were the Right Hon. Earl Nelson, in the chair ; Rev. 
R. T. West, vicar of St. Mary Magdalene, Paddington ; "^Rev. J. W. Buckley, 
vicar of St. Mary's, Paddington; Major-General Sir Richard Wilbraham, K.C.B., 
H. G. Hayter, Esq., E. C. Ireland, Esq., Capt. R. E. S. Harrington, J. Regd. 
Dowson, Esq., J. A. Shaw-Stewart, Esq. ; Rev. H. E. Nolloth, vicar of Christ 
Church, Chesham, Bucks ; Rev. Dr. Robbins, vicar of St. Peter's, Nottmg Hill ; 
Chas. E. Freeman, Eisq., and Henry Wood, Esq. 

The proceedings having been opened with prayer by the Rev. J. W. Buckley, 
Earl Nelson stated that letters sympathizing with the objects of the meeting, 
and regretting inability to be present, had been received from the Earl of Shrews- 
bury, the Earl of Limerick, the Bishop of Chichester, the Hon. C. L. Wood, 
Mr. H. A. Brassey, M.P., Mr. Hart Dyke, M.P., Mr. Thomas Brassey, M.P., 
Col. Makins, M.P., the Rev. Prebendary Burrows, the Rev. J. C. Wharton, 
vicar of Willesden, and many others. After stating the objects of the Association, 
his Lordship said the parish and district churches throughout the country had 
entrusted to them to carry out a duty to all the people, which could not be done 
unless they recognized the fact that those churches should be free to all, espe- 
cially to the poor, to enter and worship according to the forms of the Established 
Church. Whatever arguments might be used in favour of the exclusive system in 
churches built by private individuals for themselves, or for any particular preacher, 
the parish churches should be open to all, not only for public worship, but 
always, so that working-men and others might retire from their often not very 
comfortable homes to meditate for a few minutes upon holy things and to worship 
God. (Applause.) It was said by some ministers that they liked to know their 
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congregations, and that they could not do this under the free and open system. 
But the Church of England was essentially a Missionary Church, and it wa« their 
duty to think not only of those whom they had already gained, and of building 
them up in the fear and love of God, but also of those who have not yet been 
gathered into the fold. The pew system was a hindrance to the working-man 
coming to church, and it would be well if not only the best seats, but the worst 
places also, wer* open to the people, so that there might be quiet places where 
they might go without attracting attention to offer up their prayers. He had 
complete faith in the adaptability of the offertory lo any congregation. He 
remembered during the cotton famine a remarkable instance in his own parish of 
how readily poor people would contribute when such a system was fairly tried. 
In that parish in Wiltshire, with a congre^tion of 350 poor people, and only two 
Church farmers, and one shopkeeper, the weekly offertory amounted sometimes to 
as much as igj*., and an average for very many weeks of over 15^. The noble 
lord then called upon 
Mr. J. A. Shaw-Stewart to propose the first Resolution, as follows : — 

** X. That all parishioners, without respect to class, have an equal right to the free use of 
their parish churches, and that the pew system, under which seats are permanently appro- 
priated to individuals to the exclusion of the many, is opposed alike to Scriptural precept, to the 
law of the Church, and to the spiritual requirements of the people." 

After remarking upon the change which had taken place in public opinion on 
Church matters within the last generation, the speaker said the days of pewdom 
had nearly passed away. (Applause.) One had only to look round Mayfairto 
remember what was the state of opinion some forty or fifty years ago, when the 
only good thing about the churches built at that time was the foundation; and 
perhaps he might add the cellars, which, being generally built by wine merchants, 
were often very good. (Laughter. ) He did not know a stronger argument against 
the system of exclusiveness which had so long prevailed than that which was made 
use of at the Bath Congress, when it was asked what would be thought if the 
pews for the accommodation of the clergy were ticketed, and numbered, and 
reserved ; and what was good for Congress week must be good for every week. 
(Hear, hear.) One point which was an objection to many who had families was 
the division of sexes, which he did not think necessary everywhere. (Cries of 
**0h, oh!") In conclusion, he would say that though for many years he had 
attended a church where the free system was adopted, he had never once been 
separated from his family, it only being necessary that at the eleven o'clock and 
more numerously attended Services, people should take their seats some five or 
ten minutes before the commencement of Divine Service. (Hear, hear.) 

The Rev. H. E. Nolloth, in seconding the Resolution, said there were two 
things which made the Church of England resemble that of Rome with regard to 
the sale of indulgences, and one of them was the sale of seats in churches. Large 
sums of money are spent every year in endeavouring to keep pace with the 
spiritual wants of the people, but unfortunately they were unable to make the 
best of the means which already existed, being continually met with the difficulties 
of the pew system. Seats were not introduced into churches at all until after the 
fourteenth century, and at first only for the accommodation of the feeble and 
infirm. St. Margaret's, AVestminster, was gne of the earliest known instances 
where seats or benches were first generally introduced, as shown by an illumina- 
tion of the date 1504, when the large pews or rooms for exclusive accommodation 
were erected by the local autocrats. The ancient law was that every parishioner 
had a right to be seated, but not to put up a pew. 

The Chairman having invited discussion, 

Commander Dawson, R.N., said he thought what had been said was appli- 
cable to the mother churches rather than to others, vid as there were seventeen 
district churches in Paddington and only one mother church, it seemed to him 
they were wasting time in saying so much on the subject. It was a question of 
money, and the Association appeared to him to be desirous of ** playing ducks 
and drakes" with the incomes of the clergy of those churches, whereas in the case 
of nearly all district churches there was no endowment. Those incomes varied 
from 300/. to 50/., and how were they to be supplied ? With regard to the prin- 
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ciple of pew-rents, he believed the clei^, as a body, were at one with the Asso- 
ciation in their desire, if possible, to get rid of them. 

The Chairman said the object of the Association, as stated in the handbill con- 
vening the meeting, was to throw open district as well as mother churches. 

Captain R. E. S. Harrington, in supporting the resolution, mentioned 
several churches, both in London and the country, where the pew s)rstem had been 
superseded by the voluntary system with the most encouraging Ksults. He re- 
ferred also to St Mary Magdalene, Paddington, where the voluntary offerings 
amounted to the large sum of 5000/. a year. Was it possible to raise anything 
like that amount under the pew system? (Hear, hear. ) This was not a question 
in which any section of the Church was more particularly interested than another. 
The Society recognized no party, and he might add that Dr. Vaughan^ the present 
Master of the Temple, whose views were distinctly evangelical, threw open the 
parish church of Doncaster, and was convinced of the goc^ effects brought about 
by the change. (Applause.) 

Mr. Cecil Rivington said there might be a difficulty in some places in 
doing away with pew-rents altogether, but as a rule seatholders only attend the 
morning and evening services on Sundays, which the poor are generally unable to 
come to ; and if the seats were thrown open at all other times throughout the week, 
the desired result would in a measure be attained. 

A Gentleman in the front seats attacked the practice of dividing the sexes, so 
general in churches where the free and open system was adopted. 

General Mitchell remarked, as a proof that this was no new idea, that it 
had been the custom in the New Forest from time immemorial. 

Mr. W. White, F.S. A., said there could be no doubt whatever that this divi- 
sion of sexes. was an absolute necessity, especially in some neighbourhoods, 
where the congregation was of a very mixed character. 

Mr. Henry Wood also strongly insisted on the necessity of a division of the 
sexes in free and open churches, of which he had had a long experience. 

The Rev. Dr. Robbins said that, though the vicar of a pew-rented church, he 
should be quite willing to sanction the sj stem which they had heard advocated 
with so much ability that evening, but he thought there would be difficulty In intro- 
ducing the free and open plan in many cases. Where it was adopted he thought 
the separation of sexes would be necessary, but he was quite satisfied that the poor 
were not kept away from church by pew-rents only. What was wanted to bring 
them to church was more frequent services — they could not come to the eleven 
o'clock service, but would often come to afternoon and early services if free. The 
plan which he had adopted was to abolish restriction with regard to any part of 
the church, except at the regular morning and evening service. The church was 
also open the whole week for private prayer. He was so convinced that the pew- 
rent system did great harm by keeping away from church poor gentlemen, and 
those who were not working men only, ^cause they did not work with their hands, 
that he would be quite willing to make some sacrifice to accomplish an object so 
desirable. 

The Rev. J. W. Buckley rose to support the resolution. He said that it was 
thirty years since he came into the parish of Paddington, and about three years 
afterwards he earnestly endeavoured to get a free and open church built in lieu of 
the old parish church of St. Mary*s. He had never ceased to feel the deepest in- 
terest in accomplishing that object, but, finding the difficulties very great, he had 
done what he could by erecting a temporary church (called St. Philip's) within a 
few hundred yards of the old church. In tliis temporary church all the seats were 
free and open, and there was an offertory. St. Mary's Church was placed 
among 10,000 people, and he warned church builders from planting churches 
amidst large populations which, by the exclusiveness of their arrangements, barred 
the people out 

The Chairman then put the resolution to the meeting, when, no one opposing, 
it was declared to be carried. 
Mr. Wm. White, F.S.A., moved the second Resolution :— 

** a. That the weekly oflfertory, especially enjoined by the Church in accordance with Scriptural 
injunctions, is the most fitting means of providing for the expenses of Divine worship, and for 
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other 'pious and charitable uses/ inasmuch as it enables every one to give according to hit 
means as * an offering unto the Lord/ instead of limiting the contributions to fixed payments 
by the few for the enjoyment of exclusive privileges " — 
which was seconded by Mr. H. G. Hayter. 

Mr. F. M. Phillips, who spoke from the body of the hall, regretted there 
had not been more gentlemen of local influence present to hear the interesting dis- 
cussion which had taken place that evening. He must protest against the idea 
that people who rented pews wished therefore to keep others away, 
Mr. Hayter having said a few words in reply, 

Major-General Sir Richard Wilbraham proposed a vote of thanks to the 
Chairman, which was seconded by the Rev. J. W. Buckley. 

Earl Nelson, in responding, said it was most cheering to notice of late years, 
as a result of what had been done partly through the instnmientality of their 
Association, that Mr. Roebuck, and other members of the House of Commons, 
who formerly voted for the Disestablishment of the Church, were now so convinced 
that she was doing a great national work, that they had altogether changed their 
opinions with reference to the measure. Where all that they desired could not 
be done, much might be effected by means of extra services ; and where Church 
Building Acts stood in the way, they must put their shoulders to the wheel and 
try to get them repealed. (Hear, hear.) 

During the proceedings Earl Nelson stated that as so much interest had 
been evinced, the Council would, he had no doubt, shortly hold another meeting 
in the neighbourhood. The announcement was received with applause. 

Marlborough. — The Rev. J. Parr, Vicar of St. Mary's, in seconding the 
resolution at the Pewsey meeting (see Advocate^ vol. ii. p. 13), said that, after the 
touching and exhaustive speech they had just heard from one of the most eloquent 
speakers of the day (Dr. Farrar), few words were necessary from him. ** I come 
rather as one who has tried this system in other parishes. This happened to me 
in a charge I had in the South of Dorset. The church contained from 300 to 350 
people, and the parish was rather large, certainly too large for such a church. 
Only a third of the church was then reserved for the use of the poor, who formed 
by Mtr the larger proportion of the parish. What used to happen ? This third 
part of the church was full, and I saw with regret that in the other part of the 
church there was a seat here and there empty, which none dared take ; and some- 
times it happened that people came into the church and went away again because 
there was no room in the free part. I made up my mind to bear it no longer, and 
so I put forth my ideas in a sermon, which I am thankful to say carried with me 
the good-will of those who heard it — I am not speaking of the poor but of the 
rich class. I laid down the same principles you have just heard, and that sermon 
met with a hearty and cheerful response from many leading members of the con- 
gregation, and on the following Easter Sunday the church was declar^ free and 
open ; and it was a grand sight to see rich and poor mixed together for worship. 
When I came to Marlborough I was so enamoured with that system, and so utterly 
wrong did I consider the system of appropriation, that I began to moot the question. 
Some of my parishioners did not quite like it ; I heard remarks which did not quite 
please me, and so I determined tp go boldly to work, and in a sermon on the sub- 
ject lay down the principles of which I was thoroughly convinced. I was rather 
nervous as to the issue, and on the following Monday I went round the parish, and 
we all had it out together, which is by far the best way (applause), and I found no 
opposition, so that I got the Bill printed to declare St. Mary's, Marlborough, free ; 
and I have to thank Dr. Farrar for preaching a beautiful sermon on the morning 
of the opening day. Mr. Slater Browne followed in the evening, and I am thank- 
ful to say that we have now been free upwards of a year ; and I don't think people 
who attend St. Mary's, Marlborough, in the evening of Sunday, know when they 
enter the church where they are going to sit. One advantage of free and open 
seats is, that people who are not quite so quick of hearing can go to the top, while 
those who are innrm, and doubtful whether they are able to stay till the end of the 
service, can sit near the door. I believe all my people are as happy as possible ; 
there they are all, rich and poor together, a delightful flock to look upon ; I hear 
no grumblings and we are all very happy together. " 
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St. Andrew's, Weixs-street.— The offertory here for last year amounted to 
8152/. Large as the sum may seem, it falls considerably short, we hear, of that 
of St. Mary Magdalene, Paddington, where the offertories last Easter Day alone 
reached 1x00/1 

Dr. Woodford on Family Pews. —The Bishop of Ely, in instituting a 
clergyman at Chesterton on the 24th ult., delivered an address, in which he spoke 
in very condemnatory terms of the family pews of the church, and urged the 
immediate necessity of restoration and the removal of all distinctions. 

St. Luke*s, Peckham. — This Mission Church, which was opened on Tuesday, 
the 24th ult, stands on what was the Rosemary Branch ground, at the comer 
nearest the entrance gate, and is in every respect well adapted for its purpose. It 
was built by Messrs. Falkner, and cost xioo/., the site, inclusive of that for the 
permanent church, amounting to 700/. The architect is Mr. W. Berriman. The 
Rev. J. C. Lintott is the curate in charge, and the opening sermon was preached 
by Canon Gregory. "This (says the Camberwell and Peckham Times) is the first 
church in Camberwell' the seats of which are all free and unappropriated, and 
where the poor man, who cannot afford to pay his pew-rent, may worship 
without being stowed away in draughty comers, with the patronizing adjective 
• free ' daubed upon the back of the seat, but where he may freely sit wherever 
he chooses, hear the Word freely, join in chanted hymn and prayer freely, receive 
the Blessed Sacraments freely, and have the opportunity of giving whatever he ' 
thinks fit to the support of his place of worship as he pleases, with no man to 
demand a pew-lax, and no man to turn him out of a * box with the lid off* (as 
Dickens termed a pew) because it happens to be let oiit like an opera box to 
somebody better off than he himself." 

Wimbledon.— Our friend Mr. H. Trelawny Boodle writes to the Surrey 
Comet as follows : — It is to be hoped that the late mission will bear good fruit in 
this parish and wherever it has been carried on. It will not have been useless here 
if it has convinced our cleigy and churchwardens of the propriety and necessity of 
entirely free churches in order that the masses of the people may be brought and 
kept within the fold. On the 8th of Febraary, the Vicar of Wimbledon issued an 
appeal, to his parishioners on behalf of the mission, in which he said — " We invite 
you to come to this mission. It is free to every one." The appeal was well 
responded to, and crowded and attentive congregations, of »all classes, assembled 
in the Mission church on Spencer-hill. The arrangement by which all the seats 
were free and unappropriated gave universal satisfaction. May I express a hope 
that the vicar and churchwardens will now act up to the logical conclusions of the 
mission ? Do not let it be said that the mission in Wimbledon is to be contra- 
dicted by the subsequent conduct of our ecclesiastical authorities. By throwing 
open Spencej-hill Church during the mission, they publicly admitted that the 
church must be thrown open in order to bring in the parishioners for whom the 
mission was intended. Let them follow up the good work, and be consistent with 
the mission and with themselves. Let one, if not all, of the Wimbledon churches 
be and remain ** Free and Unappropriated," so as to be available for all parishioners 
without favour of class distinctions. 

[We regret extremely that the great pressure on our limited space prevents us 
from giving several interesting paragraphs showing the advantages of the free and 
open, and the hindrance of the pew system to me recent Mission. It is to be 
regretted also that more of our friends in different parts of the country did not 
adopt Mr. Boodle's plan of drawing attention to the subject in their local 
papers.— Ed.] 

Richmond Parish Church, Pew Ana No. III.— In our last volume (pp. 186-7) 
we gave in continuation from Crisp's Richmond and its InJiabitants from the Olden 
Time^ the origin of the squabble between the Vestry and Mr. George Savadge as 
to the seat assigned to the latter on the building of the gallery in 1624, and we now 
conclude the narrative of " the singular proceedings" in the matter. Our readers 
will remember that the removal of Mr. Savadge by force from the seat in question 
was " duly performed, to the no small amusement of some and great regret and 
annoyance of the majority of persons present." But " the Vestry had," says 
Mr. Crisp, " in this case, to deal with no ordinary character— and to their cost 
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they discovered the fact — this gentleman's resolve was quickly taken, and was as 
promptly acted up to. He at once appealed to the bishop of the diocese. It is 
more than probable that the statement of grievances which was laid before his 
grace abounded with the grossest exaggeration ; but be that as it will, the astonish- 
ment of the congregation on the following Sunday may easily be surmised, when 
there were published in the church * letters patent under the seals of the Lord 
Bishop of Winchester, declaring his lordship's pleasure that Mr. George Savadge 
and his wife should continue in peaceful possession of the pew belonging to Mr. 
Dixe Hickman.' The vestry, no way daunted by the powerful assistance which 
Mr. Savadge had obtained, at once met on the X9th July, 1624, to take the matter 
into their serious consideration ; and they decided that the minister, Mr. Benham, 
and Mr. Lott Peer, should at once be the bearer of a letter to his grace, detailing 

* how prejudicious the ambitious proceedings of Mr. Savadge might prove to the 
intended good work, the building of the steeple, and other good courses projected 
and in present execution for the good of the church.' It would seem that all their 
endeavours to * circumvent ' this very obstinate member of the congregation were 
of no avail, for on the i6th day of August following, it is chronicled : — 'That the 
vestry, taking into consideration the indirect dealings of Mr. George Savadge, 
who had often violently broken open Mr. Hickman's pew in his absence, intending 
by a strong hand, and his possession thereof, to invest himself therein, notwith* 
standing the same pew was built by Mr. Hickman and his ffather, and an inhibition 
procured out of the High Commission Court, published in the church, forbidding 
the same, the better to cut off his rude proceedings in so reverend a place, and to 
prevent suites in law that might be commenced by the said Mr. Savadge, who had 
practised the like in St. Forster's parish, Cheapside, London, from whence he 
came, it was thus ordered at this meeting : That Mr. Hickman surrendered up to 
the vestry all his right, title, and interest in the pew built by hb ifather and himself, 
and the vestry to avoid further suit in law, and for the better accommodating those 
that sitt at the upper end and south syde of the church, who complained that they 
cannot get passage out of the church until all men have cleared the same. They 
ordered that the said pew be taken away, and to have a dore there made for the 
better conveniency of the parishioners ; and for the confirmation thereof they have 
hereunto sett their hands this day and yeare afforesaid.' The destruction of the 
pew and the forming a passage where it originally stood, was at once effected ; 
and it would be reasonable to suppose that here the controversy would have ended, 
and all further altercation prevented ; but the unfortunate vestrymen and church- 
wardens found they had not yet attained to so desirable and peaceful a position, for 
Mr. Savadge forthwith commenced proceedings in the Court of Star Chamber 
against them, of which we leam at a vestry held on the 15th day of June, 1625 : — 

* There was a ceasement made amongst those of the vestry for the satisfying of 
the solicitor's charges layd out by him in the behalf of the vestry upon a bill preferred 
against them in the Starr Chamber by George Savadge, who pretended he was 
pulled out of his pew disgracefully with the consent of the vestry. ' " 

In Jj^emoriam.— On the 3rd of February last fell asleep in Jesus Robert 
Brett, of Stoke Newington, — a name well known to Churchmen, and especially 
revered by all advocates of non-appropriation and the weekly offertory. Although 
Mr. Brett never formally joined the London Free and Open Church Association, 
he warmly approved its principles and policy, and rendered it valuable assistance 
by his wise counsel aiid hearty sympathy on its formation in 1866. Mr. Brett was, 
we believe, one of the Trustees of Miss Ayckbowm's ** Church Extension Asso- 
ciation," for making grants to free and open churches exclusively. The following 
extract from the Obituary notice in the Guardian will be read with interest : — 

" No one amon;; us covered a larger area or more inspired others, for his powers of sympathy 
were enormous. Whether exercising his calling as a physician in a sick room, or helping to 
strengthen the Church's stakes and lengthen her cords and fight her battles, he was equally 
welcome and valuable. He brought lite and brightness, earnestness and sin^le-mindedness, a 
keen sense of the ridiculous, and {perfect good temper, into all work in which he took part. 
Vague work, deficient in real principle, weak and purposeless, dictated only by feeling or 
impulse, and ending in a compromise, nad no interest for him. A church, for example (and 
how manv ovre their existence to him !) meant, to his mind, in the fullest sense, the house of 
God, a building which enshrined no worldlv proprieties or selfishness, in which an ample 
sanctuary spoke of the Divine presence,, and in which seats, absoluUly /rttt spoke of those 
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who used them as being, whatever their wqrldlv drcumsUnces rai^ht be, the common children 
of one Heavenly Father, with equal rights, if rights there can be for any, on such sacred ground," 

What Mr. Brett did for our cause it is superfluous to specify at length. St. 
Matthias', Stoke Newington, the Haggerston and other free churches, are the best 
testimony to his labours, for he was pre-eminently a practical man. His remains 
were interred in Tottenham Cemetery, and he leaves four daughters, for whom, we 
understand, a fund is being raised, as they are not in affluent circmnstances. 



"OF ALL NATIONS THE 
Let our Father's house be open, 

That the high and low may meet. 
Brother by the side of brother. 

Sitting in one common seat. 
Be the nch and poor together 

Equal in the Church of God, 
Who hath made all human nations 

Of one kin, and of one blood. 

Soldiers of the self-same leader 
By one Great Creator made. 

Let thempoin His holy worship, 
Sing His might and ask His aid. 



HOUSE OF PRAYER."— Mark xi. 17. 
Children of one loving Father, 
Loved from everlasung days. 
Let their voices make sweet concord. 
And their hearts unite in praise. 

Jesu. by Thy self-abasement, 

(Thou hast shared our human breath,) 
By the blessings of salvation 

Freely offer'd through ITiy death. 
May we in our earthly troubles 

Ix)ve " The G(Mpel of the poor," 
And when this brief life is ended 

With Thy saints on high adore. W. 
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.ECTION OF CHURCHWARDENS.— The Easter Vestries will 
shortly be held. Parishioners are invited to elect only such church- 
wardens as will act upon the principle that all (poor as well as 
rich) are equally entitled to the use of their parish church. This is 
the principle of the church's parochial system, and is also in accord- 
ance with the teaching of the GospeL 
on the subject may be had jp^ratuitously on application at the ofHce of the 
Association for Freedom of Worship, 26, St. John-street, Manchester ; 
London Free and Open Church Association, 25, Norfolk-street, Strand, 



SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED 



FROM FEB. 
a X 7 



7TH TO MARCH 7TH, 



All Souls', Harlesden (Offertory) 
Alabaster, James, Esq. . .0x0 

Atwool, Rev. H. C, M.D. .05 

Barnes, Captain E a a 

Beill, David, Esq 05 

Boodle, H. Trelawny, Esq. . a a 

Brassey, H. A., Esq., M.P. (don.) 9 a 

Brown, E. T., Esq o xx 

Carmichael, C. H. E., Esq. . . x x 
Chichester, The Rt Rev. the Lord 

Bi^opof a a 

Cracklow, General . . x x 

Drummond, Allan H., Esq. . 2 a 

Eldon, The Rt Hon. the Earl of . a a 
Elton, Edmund H., Esq. . . . x o 

Gard, Mrs. M. E x x 

Green, Miss E. A x x 

Green, John S., Esq. . . . x x 
Green, Philip, fes^. . • o 5 

Harington, Captain R. £. S. (don.) 3 3 
Hayton, Rev. George (don ) o xo 

Hughes, Sir Fredenck, Bart. . .as 
Hughes, Frauds, Esq. . . .0x0 
Johnson, M. Warton, Esq. . • o 5 



1874. 

£ s. 

Kennard, Stephen P., Esq. . • a a 

Lane, C. W., Esq. . . . • o 5 

Lowrie, Captain W. F. . . x x 

Malet, Captain G. E. W., R.A. . o 

Martyn, Rev. Thomas, Sen. . . a 

Master, T. W. Chester, Esq. . . o 
Mayer, S. R. Townshend, Esq. (don.) 2 

Meredith, Thomas, Esq. . . . o 

Normanton, The Rt. Hon. the Earl of a 

Pa^et» T. C, Esq. . (1873-X874) a 

Prior, John, Esq x 

Prosser, Richard B., Esq. 
Puichas, C. W., Esq. 
Rivington, John, Esq. 

St. Paul's,' The Very Rev. 

Sl2iw/W. M., Esq. .* 
Teesdale, C. L., Esq. 
Treacher, Captain H. 
Vernon, Rev. J. E. . 
VilUers, Rev. H. M. 
Ward, J. F., Esq. . 
Wildbore, Frederick, Esq. 



5 o 
2 o 
5 o 



.050 



the Dean 
(don.) 



(don.) X o o 



o xo 
o 10 
o 5 
o 5 
o xo 



Issutd by authority of the Council of the l.o^xyo^ Free and Open Church 
Association. Copies may be had gratuitously on application to the Secretary, 
25, Norfolk Street, Strand, JV.C, or will be sent for One Year to any address on 
receipt of Eighteen Penny Stamps, 

Cheques and Post-office Orders in aid of the Funds of the Association should be 
made payable to the Treasurer^ Edwin C. Ireland, Esq, Cheques crossed 
"Union Bank of London." 



GILBERT AND RIVINGTON, PRINTERS, ST. JOHN'S SQUARE, LONDON. 
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Vol. IL APRIL 15TH, 1874. No. 28. 

lONDON FREE AND OPEN CHURCH ASSOCIA- 
TION. — Arrangements for the Eighth Anniver- 
sary. — Evening Service at the Priory Church of St. 
Bartholomew, Smithfield (by the kind permission of the 
Rector, the Rev. John Abbiss), on Tuesday, the 5th 
May, at Eight o'clock. The Service will be sung by Members of the 
Voluntary Choir of St. Paul's Cathedral. The Council regret that 
they are unable this year to arrange for a Special Celebration of the 
Holy Communion ; but Members of the Association (who may so 
desire^ will have the opportunity of attending the usual Tuesday 
Mornmg Celebration, at a Quarter-past Seven, at St. Paul's Cathe- 
dral, the Mother Church of the Diocese. 

The General Meeting of Members of the Association will be held 
at the Offices, 25, Norfolk Street, Strand, on Wednesday, the 6th 
May, at Two o'clock in the afternoon. The Annual Public Meeting 
will be held the same evening at the Westminster Palace Hotel. The 
President, the Earl of Shrewsbury and Talbot, will take the 
chair at Eight o'clock precisely. The following supporters of the Asso- 
ciation have already signified their intention of being present at the 
Meeting, viz. : — . 

The Right Hon. Earl Nelson, the Right Hon. Lord Whamcliffe, 
the Right Hon. Lord Eliot, the Hon. and Very Rev. the Dean of 
York, the Ven. the Archdeacon of Dorset, the Ven. the Archdeacon 
of Ely, the Rev. Canon Gregory, the Rev. Dr. Hannah, the Rev. 
Berdmore Compton, the Rev. Prebendary Clark, the Rev. Canon 
Thicknesse, the Hon. C. L. Wood, Sir Edmund A. H. Lechmere, 
Bart., Col. Haygarth, Thomas Hughes, Esq., Q.C., Lewis A. 
Majendie, Esq., M.P., J. A. Shaw-Stewart^ Esq., J. G. Talbot, Esq., 
M.P., W. Wells, Esq., Hy. W. West, Esq., Q.C. 



London Free and Open Church Association. — The ordinary Monthly 
Meeting of the Executive Council was held on Wednesday evening, the ist inst., 
at the office, 25, Norfolk Street, Strand. Alfred Buckley, Esq., presided, and 
there were present— E. C. Ireland, Esq., Treasurer; H. C. Coote, Esq., F.S.A.; 
Alex. H. Watson, Esq.; C. Graham Carttar, Esq.; Melvill Green, Esq.; 
S. R. Townshend Mayer, Esq.; and Mr. Vernon, Secretary. The minutes of 
meeting of the 4th March and Special Meeting of i ith idem having been read 
and confirmed. Bills amounting to 35/. i+r. 4//. were passed for payment. The 
following were elected Vice-Presidents of the Association :— Viscount Kilcoursie ; 
Ven. Archdeacon Woods (Columbia) ; Henry AUsopp, Esq. M.P.; Chas. A. R. 
Hoare, Esq. A letter was read from Mr. E. C. Ireland accepting the office of 
Treasurer of the Association. 
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The Special Committee appointed to draw up instructions as to the duties of 
the Treasurer, presented their Report, which was read and adopted as follows : — 

^^ Duties of the Treasurer, 

1. The Treasurer shall keep the accounts of the Association, in proper books to 
be provided for that purpose. 

2. He shall not make any payments (other than ordinary current and petty 
cash expenses) without the previous order of the Executive Council, signed by the 
Chairman of the Executive Council, 

3. He shall from time to time pay into the Association's banker all money 
received on its account, and he shall invest surplus moneys as directed by the 
Executive Council. 

4. He shall, keep the property of the Association insured, in such sums as the 
Executive Council shall from time to time direct. 

5. He shall exercise a vigilant superintendence over the expenditure of the 
Association, and shall in all things consult its interests. 

6. He shall produce his accounts at every Executive Council, and shall submit 
the same personally to the Auditors. 

7. He shall ei^^mine all bills, and secure their correctness, which he shall 
certify ; and shall obtain estimates for work, as the Executive Council shall from 
time to time direct. " 

Several alterations in the wording of the Objects of the Association, suggested 
by Mr. Melvill Green, were considered, but no decision arrived at. Mr. Green 
gave notice that at the Annual Meeting on the 6th prox. he would move the 
insertion of the words (i. e. unrestricted) after the word "free" in the 1st object. 
The Secretary reported the several arrangements in connexion with the eighth 
anniversary of the Association (see page 25) which were approved. It was also 
reported that the Easter Vestries* advertisement issued jointly with the National 
Association for Freedom of Worship (Manchester) had resulted in a large number 
of applications for papers and advice being received, thus showing that the 
principles advocated by the Association were spreading throughout the country. 
On the motion of the Treasurer it was resolved, that bound copies of the 1st vol. 
of the Free and Open Church Advocate be presented to ten Institutions to be 
named by him. The next meeting of Council was fixed for Wednesday, the 29th 
inst., instead of the 6th May, which would be the usual day. 

Easter Offertory Notes.— In nearfy every church in London where the 
offertory is adopted in lieu of seat-rents, the collections on Easter Sunday were 
given to the incumbents. 

St. Pawl's, Clifton, Bristol. —The offertories on Easter Day, for the Bristol 
General Hospital, amounted to 61/. qj. 

All Saints, CLIFTON.—The offertory on Easter Day amounted to 460/. Or. 3^/., 
and will be devoted to the building fund. 

Smethwick.— The Easter Vestry meeting here was (say some of the Church 
papers) " like a boar garden ;" the subject in dispute being the disposal of the 
offertory. 

St. Barnabas, HoMERTON.—The formal reopening of this church will take 
place next month. Notwithstanding the extensive improvements which are being 
made in the chancel the church has not been closed. On Good Friday it was 
open all day long for private prayer. Mr. R» J. Witheis is the architect. John 
Bull says that the Easter offertory— which was give© to the vicar, the Rev. 
W. Baird — ** was for this poor district very good." 

The Liverpool Parish Churches.— At the Easter vestry meeting at Liver- 
pool, on Tuesday, the following resolution was carried by a Urge majority, 
only four voting against it in a crowded meeting: — "That this vestry expresses 
its earnest wish that the parish churches of Liverpool be available for the free and 
unappropriated use of the parishioners, rich and poor alike, at all services; and 
we trust the new churchwardens and other officers will be required to carry out 
these wishes." This signal victory for our principles is mainlv due to the untiring 
perseverance, tact, and energy of pur friends, Mr, Henry Clar^ and Mr. B, H. 
Grindley. 
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St. Michael, Highgate.— At the annual vestry meeting, the vicar (the Rev. 
C. B. Dalton) presiding, a long discussion ensued as to the desirability of throwing 
the church open on a Sunday evening, and inviting any one to come and use what 
pews they thought fit ; but there appeared to be a difficulty in getting persons to 
give up their pews for this object, and no resolution was come to on the subject. — 
The Circlf, 

Wimbledon. — The Easter Vestry was presided over by the vicar, the Rev. 
H. W. Haygarth. Col. Cole having proposed the re-election of Mr. C. T. Arnold 
as parish warden, Mr. H. Trelawny Boodle condemned the present system 
of appropriating seats in the parish church, which was the property of the 
whole parish, and the wardens had no right to allot seats to a few and so debar 
the many poor from having their rights considered. He objected to the system as 
a parishioner. He believed instructions were given to the pew-opener not to show 
persons, who are parishioners and had no sittings in the church, into seats until 
the commencement of the psalms. Mr. Arnold, who, he regretted to find, was 
absent, must, as a lawyer, know that was utterly illeigal, as the wardens were 
bound to seat every parishioner on presenting himself at the church — if there were 
room. After citing a case in point which had happened to one of his own friends, 
a parishioner, Mr. Boodle said he was glad to say that a request had been made 
that all parishioners having sittings allotted them should be there before the com- 
mencement of the service, and he trusted the wardens would consider the matter, 
as it behoved all connected with the Church to set a good example, and bear in 
mind the law of the land and the law of the Church. — Col. Cole denied that 
Mr. Arnold had opposed the law— on the contrary, he (Col. Cole) had heard him 
say more than once that there were insuperable difficulties in taking away sittings 
from those who held them, and that he knew no mode in which it could be done. 
This opinion had been confirmed by lawyers and others whom he (Col, Cole) could 
trust. He was sure that, under any circumstances, it would be a most unpopular 
act on the part of the wardens if they were to take legal proceedings to enforce 
such an extraordinary doctrine as that which he had heard announced^a doctrine, 
luckily, shared by a small number in the parish. In his opinion the observations of 
Mr. Boodle were uncalled for in every way. — Mr. Newitt was sure Mr. Arnold 
would feel grieved if he thought he was doing an injury to the Church by appro- 
priating sittings in the method at present followed, and felt that by appropriating 
to the few w£at belongs to the many, Mr. Arnold was really giving a very strong 
argument in favour of disestablishment. — Mr. Stride said that pew-rents had not 
been collected, only a voluntary rate had been asked for. — Mr. Forde thought that 
if families were large, they should be permitted to have sittings in Christ Church 
and the parish church also. — The Chairman said when Christ Church was first 
built many persons holding sittings in the parish church took seats at Christ 
Church to support it, and of course they would not give them up now. — Mr. Meliin 
thought Mr. Boodle's objection might be obviated by having the church open on 
Sunday evenings. — Mr. Newitt was of opinion that all the sittings should be free, 
but Mr. Williams thought a general scramble would take place. — Mr. H. Webb 
said if such a general scramble took place the people would desire to have addi- 
tional accommodation, but it had never been found that such a general scramble 
had taken place in free churches. — Col. Cole : There are over 900 free seats at the 
churches in Upper Wimbledon. I have seen too much of "free and open 
churches," and my experience is not confined to England. —Mr. Stride : If a poor 
man applied to Mr. Arnold, no doubt he would be provided with a sitting. 

Demolition of more City Churches (see Advocate^ vol. i. pp. 165, 183). — 
In addition to the several churches in the City which have either already been 
taken down or are in course of demolition, upwards of a dozen more have now 
to be added to the number of those which arc to be removed. Amongst those 
which it is stated are to be demolished are St. Edmund the King, Lombard Street ; 
St. Mary, Aldermanbury ; St Mary Magdalene, Old Fish Street ; St. Anne and 
St. Agnes, Aldersgate Street ; St James, Garlickhithe ; St. Michael Royal, Collie 
Street; St. Michael, Queenhithe; St. Nicholas, Cole Abbey, Old Fish Street; All 
Hallows, Thames Street ; St. Mary-at-Hill ; St. Mary Abchurch ; St. Botolph, 
Billingsgate; St.. Benet's, Paul's Wharf; and All Hallows, Bread Street. 
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PROH PUDOR ! 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREE AND OPEN CHURCH ADVOCATE. 

Sir, — I send you an interesting letter from a seat-holder which perhaps may 
interest some of the readers of the Advocate, 
The circumstances that gave rise to the letter are these :— 
I obtained the- vicar's consent to have kneelers put into the seats on the pew- 
rent side of the church, also to remove all the book-boards, so that worship should 
be conducted in a decent manner and lounging dispensed with. 

Yours faithfully, 
March i8M, 1874. A Churchwarden. 

(Copy). 
Dear Mr. I am requested by Mr. to write and tell you how incon- 
venient we find our pew ; I am very sorry you have altered them. Mr. says 

he has paid up to Midsummer, and will not wish to renew the sittings. If you 
will ask the verger to bring the stools home, we shall feel obliged. — Yours truly, 

• • * 

P.S. — Also the carpet and cushions. Mr. D says there is no more con- 
venience than the freeholders, and he is paying 5/. per annum besides u. dd, every 
Sunday. 

St. Nicholas, Brighton.— We have received from the Rev. Dr. Hannah 
(Vicar of Brighton) an account of his offertories for the three years 187 1-3, and 
have much pleasure in giving our readers the following satisfactory summary : — 

I1871. 1872. 1873. 

Church Purposes and Early 

Offertories £2AZ 6 I £z^\ 14 3 £yfi 3 10 

Special Offertories ... 132 4 6 220 09 178 2 11 

£MS 10 7 £11^ IS o ;f576 6 9 
The church contains 800 sittings, the whole of which, excepting the official seats, 
are free and open. 

Clifton, Bristol. — We copy the following from the Saturday Bristol Times 
and Mirror of the i Ith inst., and commend the facts detailed to the consideration 
of our friends and foes throughout the kingdom. Of course the Council will 
immediately take action in the case : — ** The Traffic in Pews, — At the vestry 
meeting at Clifton, on Monday (the 6th inst.), Mr. R. W. Giles said that the 
expenses of maintaining the services of the parish church, together with minor 
expenses for parochial business amounted to 350/. per annum, towards which there 
was no recognized source of income beyond 25/. Everything in addition to that 
had to be raised by what he could not nelp calling a humiliating process — begging 
from door to door-<-which neither that parish nor any other had a right to impose 
upon voluntary officers. Previous to the year 1820 there stood in the ground in 
front of that church, a small village church which was divided into pews. Those 
pews were allotted according to custom to houses in the parish, and some of them, 
under a peculiar distinction, were allotted to individuals in the parish, but all the 
persons held their pews subject to the then existing law of church-rates and the 
obligation to contribute to the expenses of the church. When the parish extended, 
and it became necessary to erect a larger building, the old church was pulled down 
and the new one built, also supplied with pews which were allotted in this manner : 
fifty-one were assigned to persons who held pews in the old church, and the re- 
maining 117 amongst persons who subscribed various sums, amounting in the 
aggregate to 6660/., to the rebuilding. All these persons likewise accepted their 
pews subject to church-rates, and the obligation to contribute to the expenses. 
But in time church-rates became no longer compulsory, and the result was that 
the church was left without income, as it had already suffered itself to be deprived 
of its pews. Under these circumstances, the pews having in the meantime passed 
from the original holders into the hands of persons who were not necessarily 
parishioners, nor necessarily Churchmen, the difficulties of the case were greatly 
aggravated. It unfortunately occurred that the owners of pews repudiated the 
obligation of church-rates, but clung tenaciously to their pews. This was a great 
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difficulty for the churchwardens. They found the rate generally repudiated in the 
parish, and after deliberation with the vicar the churchwardens agreed to abandon 
it. The result had shown that they acted wisely, for, by vohintary subscrip- 
tions, they had raised double the amount they were in the habit of getting from 
the diurch-rate. Two courses remained open — to treat the church as that which 
it really was, an appropriated church, and throw the obligation of maintaining it 
on those who owned the pews, in which case the church would sink to the lowest 
possible level ; or to do that which he thought ought to be done, restore it to 
a parish church, and afford an opportunity for participating in its services to all, 
the poor as well as the rich, and then he thought these embarrassments would be 
removed. The privil^es of the parishioners in the ecclesiastical property of the 
old parish of Clifton, had been alienated for a temporary subscription of 6660/. 
Parochial privileges which they ought to value as of the highest importance had 
been frittered away for a mere mess of pottage. He believed that many pew- 
owners were willing to surrender their pews, and that many more only needed to 
have the thing properly set before them, and though they could hardly expect 
every one to surrender his property, yet he did not think mamr would offer any 
serious obstruction. Many of the pews were held by Nonconformists, who had 
been liberal subscribers and had rendered great help, and he was satisfied that if 
they were all of the same mind as some of those gentlemen they would not assemble 
to elect other churchwardens before this was altered. He was satisfied that such 
a change would be beneficial both to the vicar and to the parishioners. He pro- 
posed, *That this meeting stand adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday, the 
20th instant, for the purpose of taking into consideration the tenure of the pews in 
the parish church, and the interference caused thereby with the privileges which 
by law and custom belong to the parishioners.' Mr. Royall seconded the motion. 
After 'some discussion it was agreed to leave the matter for the present in the 
hands of Mr. Giles and Mr. Inskip for further investigation." 

Llanasa, Flintshire (see Advocatey vol. i. p. 177).— An earnest appeal is 
made to Churchmen on behalf of this parish by the Rev. J. Parry Morgan, the 
Vicar. The one church to meet the spintual wants of 3000 inhabitants, scattered 
over an area of 6000 acres, is in a ruinous condition and quite unfit for Divine 
Worship. Veiy few, consequently, will or can attend it. It is proposed to restore 
the Parish Church, and to build a plain Mission Church at Ffynnon Groyw, an out- 
lying and populous district. The Vicar is totally without funds, as the chief land- 
owner is a Roman Catholic, and the rest of the inhabitants **are almost unexception- 
ably too poor to render any assistance.'* The sum of 2200/. is required ; 600/. of 
this is already collected. This is a most urgent and necessitous case, and" is strongly 
recommended by the bishop of the diocese. The architect is Mr. G. E. Street, R. A. 

Newton-le- Willows.— At a meeting of the parishioners of St. Peter's, held 
at the Town Hall on the i6th ult., for the purpose of taking into consideration 
the proposed new chancel, &c., the vicar, the Rev. H. Monk, in opening the pro- 
ceeding^ alluded to the last meeting of the parishioners some eight years ago, 
"when, owing to the difficulty of obtaining seats, it was considered necessary 
cither to enlarge the church, build a new one, or adopt the free-seat system. The 
latter was adopted, and since the church had been open to all it had met the 
requirements of the parishioners." From the report of the meeting in the 
Warrington Guardian^ we learn that one of the speakers (a Mr. Egan) said that 
though, as the Vicar asserts, ** the free-seat system meets all the requirements 
of the parishioners," the church is ** never full except when some popular 
preacher happens to come ;" and that consequently an amendment postponine; the 
parishioners decision as to the erection of a new chancel ** for a few weeks 'was 
carried. This state of things is much to be regretted, and we refer to it merely to 
disabuse the minds of some persons of the idea that the partial failure of " the free- 
seat system " here is in any way due to that system itself. Party feeling runs 
very high in the locality, and the scanty congregations at St. Peter's are the 
result of strong partisan opposition to the vicar on grounds totally distinct from 
the system of non-appropriation of seats adopted by a majority of the parishioners 
at a public meeting held in 1866. 
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Stratford-on-Avon. — The Quemmore Parish Magazine of this month con- 
tains a very interesting account of the recent Mission in this old historic town in 
the shape of a letter from Miss Oamett (who was visiting Mrs. Neville-Rolfe, sister- 
in-law of the English chaplain at Christ Church, Cannes) to Mrs. Gamett of Quern- 
more Park, * * Stratford-on-Avon, " says Miss Gamett, * * has between 7000 and 8000 
inhabitants, many of whom are extremely poor ; work, as a rule, being much scarcer 
and wages far lower in Warwickshire than with us in the north. " The mission 
was planned after the one in London, and the third week in Lent was chosen for 
it. The missloners were the Rev. W. Walsham How, the Rev. S. Cooper 
Scott, the Rev. W. F. Bateman, and the Rev, W. K. W. Chafy-Chafy— the latter 
being one of the earliest members of the London Free and Open Church Asso- 
ciation. Having described the various services at the old church of Holy 
Trinity (where the remains of Shakspeare lie), and their remarkable success. Miss 
Gamett continues;— ** Our work consisted in going round, between the services, 
to the houses of the people, and trying to persuade them to come to church, 
and hear for themselves the message the Mission preacher had for them ; and it 
was encouraging to find how, as the week went on, this work grew easier, till at 
last hardly any persuasion was needed at all ! We found that those who came 
once were sure to come again, and the congregations increased day by day, not only 
in numbers, but in earnestness and reverence. All came— women with their 
babies in their arms (and I must say the little ones were generally very good 
and quiet), men in their rough working-clothes, and all found a hearty welcome. 
The church wets free as air to all during the Mission week — unhappily, as y^ it is 
not so always." The Mission was brought to a close with a Ihanksgiving Ser- 
vice in the old church, when Mr. How pureached. Although the building will 
accommodate 1500 or 1600, over 2000 crowded into it, and many hundreds 
were obliged to go away "after vain attempts to get even inside the great porch." 
Of the success of the Mission spiritually. Miss Gamett says: — **In seversd cases, 
I know that a good beginning has been already made, and who can tell how 
many more may look back to this Mission as the turning-point in their lives ? Of 
one thing I am sure, that it will not be the fault of the clergy of this parish if 
the good work begun by the Mission is allowed to drop." We eamestly commend 
this letter to the attention of our friend the vicar (Canon Collis), in the hope 
that the freedom in his church, which was so successful during the Mission, may 
become permanent 

The Bishop of Rochester on Non-appropriation.— On the 8th inst. 
Worcester Cathedral was reopened after a very general and much needed resto- 
ration at a cost " mnning up " (says^^« Bull) ** to about loo^ooo/." The Bishop of 
Rochester preached the following day to a crowded congregation, and in the course 
of his sermon, the subject of which was Church Restoration, he said : — **In former 
days in parish churches the pew of the great man of the place stretched across the 
entrance to the chancel, impeding the view of the Holy Table. What was note- 
worthy in their restoration was that, whereas in bad times the naves had been 
disused, the choir and nave were made one, and thrown open to the whole body 
of worshippers, every idea of narrow exclusiveness, or anything which debars or 
forbids save the impenitent sinner coming to Holy Communion — being utterly 
banished. The poor man is equally at home with him who wears the gold ring ; 
and the blessed revival of religion going on in our parishes will require for its full 
development larger centres and arrangements, on a more extended scale than has 
been hitherto thought possible. This church, not the cathedral of the city of 
which it is the chief oraamait, but of the whole diocese, shows by its internal 
arrangement whose house it is, God's and His people's, open now to all who 
desire to enter its gates, knowing nothing of the world's distinctions, recognizing 
one only bond of union and fellowship, common love to a common Lord, declaring, 
as its first founders desired, peace to them that are far off and to them that are 
nigh. Restored churches were types of unity, calculated to undo the grievous 
errors of those who went before us, to proclaim Christian fellowship, and to 
remove material barriers of separation. If the money spent formerly in shutting 
up and contracting our churches had been spent in such works as this, we should 
not now be mourning over the alienation of loving hearts from our communion. 
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It is too late now to recover these, but it is not too late to bring in the thousands 
who are living without God in the world — not too late to gather into our cathedral 
naves, built with prophetic thought of the Church's needs, multitudes who through 
the power of sympathy may be moved by such Missions as are now so blessed 
among us." 

DACRE.^In the Consistory Court of Carlisle, on the ist inst., the application 
for a faculty for the efficient restoration of the ancient church of Dacre— as 
a memorial of the late Mr. Hassell — again came up. The Rev. "VV. A. Mathews, 
the vicar, stated that a vestry meeting was held in October last, at which plans for 
the restoration were approved. Mr. Ferguson, the architect, stated that the seals 
were to be i ft. 8 in. high, as recommended by the Incorporated Society; it afforded 
great facility for kneeling. — The Chancellor : That is a most important considera- 
tion, as there has been too little attention to kneeling in former arrangements. But 
my own feeling would be to have the seats a few inches higher. — Mr. Bleaymire 
stated that he appeared for Colonel Salmond (who was present), of the Waterfoot 
estate, who had a faculty for two pews, Nos. 48 and 49, and he objected to those 
being touched in any way ; and he further objected that by the alteration of the 
pulpit his view would be cut ofFveiy much by a pillar. — Mr. Ferguson said it was 
proposed to give Colonel Salmond equivalent accommodation ; indeed, it was 
simply proposed to turn his seat round from south to east. — The Chancellor said 
Colonel Salmond could not object to that. — Mr. Ferguson suggested an alteration 
of the position of the pulpit, which would obviate the difficulty. The Chancellor 
told Colonel Salmond that the court had power, while maintaining his rights, to 
direct such an alteration as might be most convenient to the general body of the 
parishioners.— Colonel Salmond: I don't know what rights the court may have, 
but I will contest them if you remove my pew. — The Chancellor; That is for your 
own consideration. — Mr. Saul said it would be a very ugly thing to retain a high 
pew like this. — The Chancellor said it would be a pamful thing to have any con- 
tention in the parish about this, especially as the work originated in a desire to pay 
respect to the memory of a most estimable gentleman. To allow Colonel 
Salmond's pew to remain in its present position would certainly be a disfigure- 
ment ; but to avoid contention he would let it retnaitty and no doubt before long 
Colonel Salmond would see that it was a disfigurement. — Faculty decreed. 

The Parish Church and the Parish Well.— "I know to my sad 
experience, that while the inhabitants of my parish have been told that they have 
a church within it, to them, at least, that church is not accessible. In passing up 
and down the Cowgate I have observed a Public Well, where all comers^ old and 
young, the richer and the poorer, draw water without distinction, without money 
and without price. They bring their pitcher without their penny, and as I have 
seen that stream often flowing as free and full to the poor as to the rich, just as it 
should be (seeing that the one need it as much as the other), how often have I 
wished that the parish church was more like the parish well— a well of salvation, 
where all might draw water and drink. I go always to visit my parish j I enter a 
house whose occupants for years have never crossed the threshold of a church 
door. The bell has rung over them every Sabbath day, and they have never 
known a Sabbath. I've seen them with tears in their eyes acknowledge their sin, 
and when they were brought to confess and lament it, where then do I stand ? 
Some one says, *Bid them come to the church.' *Bid a man go to the city 
chamberlain and pay six shillings for a seat, who would bless you for six pennies 
that he might buy meal for his children ? ' * Send him to the pauper seats ! * And 
what right have you to make any man a pauper in God's house, especially under 
an Establishment to all the benefits of which the poor man has as good a right as 
the rich ? No man likes to be branded before his fellows as a pauper^ — as was 
expressed to me some time ago by a person who had not been attending church, 
who gave his poverty as a reason, and to whom I said he would soon be without 
that excuse, telling him that we would get a church with seven hundred free sittings. 

* Ah ! sir,' said he (falling into the mistake that ours were to be pauper sittings), 

* I'll wait till I can make up five shillings, for I have no notion of being set among 
these pauper bodies.* "— The Memoirs qjf Dn Guthrie (quoted by the ^ecortl). 
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The Influence of Pew-Rents.— In his Lecture to the younger clergy of 
the Diocese of London on Sermon-making, Canon Miller, in dwelling on the 
"function of rebukes," urged that the preacher should not be afraid of his pew- 
rents^ but aim at the people's sins, and reach trade lies, adulteration of foods, the 
drawing-room, the nursery, and the kitchen— the frivolities and luxuries and 
domestic lawlessness of the day. That pew-rents do prompt ** comfortable" 
sermons, as well as secure "comfortable" seats, we suspected before; and Dr. 
Miller is rather a respectable authority to quote in confirmation of our belief. 

The Incorporated Church Building Society.— The last meeting in the 
Society's financial year was held on Monday, the i6th ult.. Archdeacon Harrison 
in the chair, and grants amounting to 10,565/. have been made in it towards the 
erection of thirty-one new churches (twenty-five of which are entirely free and 
unappropriated), the rebuilding of eighteen, and the enlarging or otherwise in- 
creasing the accommodation of seventy-nine existing churches. The Committee 
have also granted 855/. towards building twenty-four school or mission churches. — 
Church Herald. 

The Church of the People Magazine. — ^We are glad to learn that this magazine 
— the organ of the National Association for Freedom of Worship — has appeared 
in a new form recently. We may remind our readers that for twenty years it has, 
as the Church of the People and under other titles, advocated non-appropriation 
and the weekly offertory. For many years it was the only exponent of these 
principles, and it is therefore entitled to the liberal support of all Free and Open 
Churchmen. We heartily wish it increased success in its new shape. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED FROM MARCH 7TH TO APRIL 4TH, 1 8 74, 

£ s. d. ^ _ _ _ ^sd 

. 10 o o 
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Arbuthnot, Rev. G 

Berwick, The Rt. Hon. Lord (Life 

sub.) 10 xo 

Brooks, Thomas, Esq. . .23 

Cave, F. L., Esq. (don. 

Chafy-Chafv, Rev. W. K. W. (don. 
Churchward, J. G., Esq. . 
Courtney, S. C, Esq., M.D. 
Cox, Rev. Cecil W. . 
Dalby, J. Watson, Esq. . (1873) 
Darnell, Rev. Charles . . . x i o 
Davies, Rev. T. L. O. (1873) 050 

Day, Lieut F., R.A. _ - _ 

Dering, G. E. R., Esq. . 
Dermer, Rev. E. C. (1873-1874) 

Douglas, Hon. and Rev. A. G. 

(X873-1874) 
Egerton, Hon. Wilbraham, M.P. . 

Elliott, Wm., Esq 

Elwell, Rev. Henry . (1873) 

Ely, Ven. Archdeacon of . 
Farrar, Rev. Dr. 
Fielding, G., Esq. . 
Gardner, J. T. Agg, Esq., M.P. 
Harington, Capt, R. E.S. 
Heales, Major, F.S.A. 
Hcrrick, W. Perry, Esq. . 
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Hoare, C. A. R., Esq. 
Jacomb, Charles, Esq. 
Kemp, Rev. G. G. . 
Kennaway, Rev. Canon . 
Langston, Thos., Esq., M.D. . 
Lovell, Walter, Esq. 
Majendie, Lewis A.^ Esq., M.P. 
Martyn, Mrs. Carolme 
Mayer, S. R. Townshend, Esq. 
Noiloth, Rev. H. E. ... 

Phillips, Francis, Esq. 
Prideaux, Rev. W. C. 
Richardson, H. B., Esq. . 
Ruddock, Rev. M. E. (X873-X874) 
Salisbury, The Rt Rev. the Lord 

Bishop of 

Salt, R. H., Esq. . 
Scarlett, Mr. J. 
Spranger, W. F. G., Esq. 
Stanton, J. T., Esq. . 
Stevens. Mr. F. C. O. 
Webster, Henry, Esq. 
Whichelo, M. A., Esq. . 
Whiteford, Hamilton, Esq. 
Wilkinson, Rev. G. H. . 
Willaume, T. B. Tanqueray, Esq. 
Wilson, J. G., Esq. . 



(don.) 
(don.) 

(1873) 



(don.) 
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The Editor of the Free and Open Church Advocate will be greatly obliged 
by friends of the movement sending him notes of progress, Src, for publicalion. 
Copies of the Advocate for grcttuitous circulation locally will he sent in return. 

Issued by authority of the COUNCIL of the London Free and Open Church 
Association. Copies may be had gratuitously on application to the Secretary, 
25, Norfolk Street, Strand, W.C, or will be sent for One Year to any address on 
receipt of Eighteen Penny Stamps. 

Cheque and Post-office Orders in aid of the Funds of the Association should be 
made payable to the Treasurer, Edwin C. Ireland, Esq. Cheques crossed 
"Union Bank of London." 

GILBERT .\ND RIVINGTO.V, PRINTERS, $T. JOHN'S SQUARE, LONDON. 
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THE 

Being the Monthly Paper of the London Free and Open Church Association. 
Vol. II. "~ MAY and JUNE, 1874. Nos. 29 & 30. 

IE London Free and Open Church Association. — 

The ordmary Monthly Meeting of the Executive Council was held 
on Wednesday evening, the 29th April, at the Office, 25, Norfolk 
Street, Strand, when there were present — Henry Sutton, Esq., in 
the chair; the Rev. H. E. NoUoth; E. J. Athawes, Esq.; E. C. 
Ireland, Esq. ; J. L. Vincent, Esq. ; C. Graham Carttar, Esq. ; 
S. R. Townshend Mayer, Esq. ; Alex. H. Watson, Esq. ; and Mr. Vernon, 
Secretary. The Minutes of meeting of ist instant having been read and confirmed, 
the Treasurer reported a balance in favour of the Association of £14!^ 2s, ^d., and 
bills amounting to ;^ioo ly, gd. were passed for payment P. Ellis Eyton, Esq., 
M.P., was elected a Vice-President of the Association. After the transaction of 
some unimportant business, the Annual Report in draft was considered, amended, 
and ordered to be printed. It was resolved — 

" That it is desirable that preparations should be made for the formation of Deputations to the 
Prime Minister and the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, for the furthering of the objects of the 
Association, and that the General Committee be empowered to deal with the matter generally." 

A vote of thanks having been passed to the Chairman, the meeting broke up. 

The London Free and Open Church Association. — The ordinary 
Monthly Meeting of the Executive Council was held on Wednesday the 3rd inst., 
at the Office, 25, Norfolk Street, Strand. Earl Nelson presided, and there were 
present — the Revs. H. E. Nolloth, and W. B. R. Jacobson; Alfred Buckley, 
Esq. ; Henry Sutton, Esq. ; Robert Bayman, Esq.; E. C. Ireland, Esq., Treasurer; 
J. W. Walter, Esq. ; J. Waddon Martyn, Esq. ; C. Graham Carttar, Esq; Thos. 
F. Marson, Esq. ; Bowes A. Paice, Esq. j J. L. Vincent, Esq. 5 and Mr. Vernon, 
Secretary. 

The Minutes of meeting of 29th April having been read and confirmed, the 
Treasurer reported a BaUmce in favour of the Association of £74 4s, dd, ; and 
Bills amounting to £74 9J. 7^/., were passed for payment as soon as funds would 
permit 

Mr. Carttar moved, and Mr. Bayman seconded, the re-election of Earl Nelson as 
Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year. 

Carried nem. con. 

On the motion of the Rev. H. E. Nolloth, seconded by Mr. Martyn, Mr, 
Alfred Buckley was re-elected Vice-Chairman. 

The several Standing Committees were appointed as follows : — 

General Committee, — ^The Revs. W. B. R, Jacobson and W. Wallace, and Messrs. 
Bayman, Carttar, Coote, Courtney, Watson, and Ireland (Treasurer), ex officio. 

Legal Committee. — Messrs. Athawes, Brooks, Coote, Freeman, Green, Hancock, 
RadclifFe, Sutton, Treheme, and Ireland (Treasurer), ex officio. 

Meetings Committee. — The Revs. W. H. Browne and J. S. Jones, and Messrs. 
Dowson, Prosser, Vincent, Watson, and Ireland (Treasurer), ex officio. 

It was Resolved — 

"That the Chairman and Vice-Chainnanbe ex officio members of all Committees." 

The Secretary reported an interview he had had with the Incumbent of one of 
the poorest parishes in London, who had been much impressed with the fact that 
while during the recent Mission his church was full to overflowing with people living 
round about the church, e. g, costermongers and others, immediately after the 
Mission they had been excluded again by the pew-renters, who were for the most 
part non-parishioners. He was therefore very desirous, if possible, to throw open 
his church and give up the pew-rents ; but having no endowment he hesitated, in 
so poor a parish, to depend entirely upon the Weekly Oflcrtory. After some dis- 
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cussion, a Special Committee caasisting of the Revs. George Barnes, J. S, Jones, 
and H. £. NoHoth, and Messrs. Buckley, Coote, and Sutton, was appointed to 
confer with him on the subject, and report to the Council at its next meeting. 

On the recommendatioa of the General Committee, it was resolved that the 
May and June numbers of the Advocate be amalgamated and published on the 
15th inst. 

Among other matters, it was reported that since the last Council the Legal 
Committee had given opinions upon the legality of faculties and other hindrances 
affecting the throwing open of two churches. 

That a placard, '''ITiis Church is Open Daily for Private Prayer," had been 
neatly printed \in red and black, and copies sent to every church in London 
and the provinces known to be open for private devotion. 

That Sermons with reference to the objects of the Association had been preached 
at All Saints', Stoke Newington, on Sunday evening the 26th April, by the Rev. 
(Geor^ Barnes, and at St. Philip's, Stepney, on Sunday the loth May, at the 
Morning and Evening services, by the Rev. Wm. Dawson. 

The Secretary further reported that many applications were being received for 
copies of a pamphlet, lately revised and reprinted, entitled, **An Appeal to 
Members of me Church of England upon the Pew System and the Weekly Offer- 
tory," which was thus being extensively drculated. 

EIGHTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE LONDON FREE AND 
OPEN CHURCH ASSOCIATION. 

Spbgia{« Service at the Priory Church of St. Barthqloicew, Smith- 
field. — ^This church, the fineit specunen of Norman ftrchitetitiuie in the metropolis, 
is wdl suited for the anniversary Service of such an Association, the^^zcf, either old 
or new fa^ioned, being ooospicuotts by its entire absence throughout the church. 
It yras not formerly so; for ktf late as 1S64, we rai4 that the dkuroh "^ was then 
deformed by huge pewGi, dedtnfctive to any idea of common worship or correct 
arrangement^' llie old dmrch, as it at present stands, consists only of the original 
choir and the space beneath the square tower ; the tiave having been demolished at 
the Reformatiim — wh«a the Priory was suppressed — and the transepts also at a later 
date. In 1864 the work of complete restoration was begun by the Rector, the 
Rev. John Abbiss ; and the result is one of the best restored churches in the kingdom. 
W)iat it was and what it is mav be seen in the plates in Prebendary Walcott's inte- 
resting sketch of the **Chttrdbi and its Historical AasociatiaDs " (Masters). The 
portion of the choir now used as Ute nave was on Tuesday evening, the 5th of May, 
fairly filled with chairs, but in the aisles chairs were only stacked at intervals, so 
that whoever Uked could take one and place it where he jSeased. 

At eight o'clock the church was weU filled, and shortly after the bell ceased, the 
choir, consisting of members of the voluntary choir of St. Paul's Cathedral, with 
the boys of Lincoln?s-inn Chapel, entered, «inging Bishop Wordsworth's beautiful 
hymn, ** Hark I the sound of holy voices," to a good tune by James Langran. 

The Rev. GeoM«e Barnes, df St. Barnabas', Bethnal Green, and the Rev. J. S. 
Jones, of Hook, lOogston-on-Thames, sang the Service, the Rev. J. Sorrell reading 
the Lessons. 

The Yen. the Archdeacon of Ely preached, taki&g for his text St. James ii. i. 
** The sermon " (says the Church Review\ ** was a masterly cjgKXsition of the prin- 
ciples advocated by the Society;" we much regret that want of space compels us 
to give but short extracts from it The Ven. Preacher said : — 

" We are met together this evening to thank God for the blessings He has gradously vouch- 
safed to the London Free apd Open Church Association during tibie last eight years in the assertion 
of the ^;reat principle of action insisted upon in the text In the nineteenth century, as in the first, 
there is s;rcat dang:er of' this essential Christian principle being forgotten, and of grave evils 
thence ansiiig. It is strange how prone men are to forget the new law of liberty, which by their 
Christian engagements they are bound to follow in their dealings with their redeemed fellow- 



creatures. St James, therefore, in«sts most strongly that in the kingdom of grace all social 
distinctions of rude and wealth are to be set aside. 

"St. Tames proceeds to explaui by an example how wrongly they behave who forget this 
essential oneness and equality of Christians in spiritual privileges and permit the old worldly 
notions to reassert themselves when professed principles are tested by practical conduct" 

[The Ven. preacher here quoted verses 2, 3, and 4.] 
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"Many have tried to evade the direct force of this example funjished by the Apostle by 
asserting^ that the distinctions here condemned refer not to Christian assemblies for worship, but 
to Christian courts of judicature. The best ancient and modern commentators* however, reject 
this strained and unnatural interpretation. But, even were M the right on^i the argumej^ of 
showing no respect of persons iq. the assembly of the saints for holy wor^p woi^ld be only the 
strcmger in some sort For if there is to be no favour shown to rich above popr in matters of 
worldly justice, much rather must it be wrong. in matters of heavenly Justice m the i^proach to 
God in His house, in the liabitation, as it were, of His eternal love and justice, where in mercy He 
is graciously pleased to meet with His people, to hear Uieir common prajrer ana supplications and 
praises, and to show Himself a God of perfect justice and mercy to all— just, and the iustifi^ of 
all without distinction who believe in Jesus. There can be no doubt that the law of the Church 
and the law of this Christian state is m accord with the inspired ju<]^ent of the Apostle. 7>e 
old law of Church and State, which declared that the area of the parish church belonged of right 
to all the parishioners in common, has been in too many cases ignored and set aside to the great 
iniury of those who attend Divine service in appropriated churches, and to the sad hindrance of 
Christian life amongst many more who by this means have been driven out of our churches either 
to the neglect of worship altogether, or to ^^ •••/-.. ^, . .- , ,. 
gonistic or opposed to the national Church 
treated as void and baseless, revolutiona 
great leaders in religious and Church opin 
most vdiement in denoimcing the evils o 
forced itself upon the attention of the ma 
working classes go nowhere to worship, ai 
old plan of appropriating die majority of 
parishioners to scramble, if they will, for i 
mass of the people. I would that after 
last twenty vears, begun by the National 
and materially aided and increased by Uw 
ther to night— I would, I say, tha,t the pc 
had leavened regular diurch-goers with m 
pers. But even now, however much the q\ 
I fear it has still immense vitality, and ma] 
in Church and 3tate are brought practic 
Inrethrea, it is yet in vain that we can poin 
the appropriated system — vain, though we 
and practical success of simply permitting 
service to service according to their then r 
obliged to go so early to service to secure 
this painful self-denial it would be well t 
the system of appropriation should be jnti 
orany other of our cathedrals whidi of la ., „ 

Slicy will be introduced, auch a complete reversal of the ApQstle's injunction in the Moljier 
lurches of our land. In this matter of seating at least, oiu: cathedrals for the most part set, I 
believe^ a noble example. 

" It is certainly a most grievous thing to hear of the results of nussion woric to win over our 
teeming p(^ulataon to Guist, which by God's mercy of late yean have so ^[reatly increased 
amongst us, foiling in great psirt to produce the permanent effect desired in an mcrea«ed number 
of rc^gular and devout Churoi worshippers, because the free and open Church system adopted 
during the mission week has been ^et aside again directly afterwards for the former exclusive 
appropriating system. To draw our people to the churches for a week, and hand them over after" 
wards at best for religious exercises and services in music halls and theatres where no seats are 
appropriated, is not a sati$£»ctQrv carrying out of the mission of Christ—' Compel them to come in, 
^t My house may be fiUed.' It may be that additional services are needed— God bless every 
effort — even in the most abnormal ways to save souls and build them up in Christ our Lord. But 
whv should not our parish churches and tfie mimstry therein be used for this puipose, built and 
endowed as many have been for this express intent in past times? There b no reason whatever, 
biU the strange yet natural opposition which iiows from lon^-neglected or long-abused privileges. 
{ know we cannqt^ at once unoo the evil of the past, we might do more harm than good by too 
vehemently pressing upon a reluctant parish the wiser and more legal plan of seating the 
parishioners from service to ser^ce according to their wants. The evil habit of selfishness in this 
matter of pews which has been fostered, am ia pait ev^ fiyed by the custom of the last two 
cmturies, and by some legislation of more recent days, cannot be at once corrected. It is our 
wisdom and our duty to protest against it eamestl]^, yet prudently and kindly, in private and 
in public, so may we at fast by God's blesang convince the gainsayers by sound argument and 
peaceable persuasion to the better way, and cease to try to hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Lord of Glory in respect of persons. Many of us here assembled, however, frojn personal 
Jcnowledge and observation, can witness to the great improvement of public feeling on this 
matter. In a few years the strange and often unsightly dose pews and barricades will have dis- 
appeared in most churches, and greater freedom of worslup at least be introduced. Our church- 
. htuldiqg societies now are moije willing than of old, ye», ace altogether willine now, to help to 
build churches which shall be free and unappropriated for ever : other bodies and persons in high 
authority and Lufluence in Church and State are not at least putting so much hindrance as formerly 
in the way of thb much-needed Qmrch reforau 

" We find in these freed churches especially the desire and willingness to ad(^t another apostolic 
piaeoq[)t— <>m the first day of the week to lay oy in store as God hath prospeced them — from service 
to service to give an offertory a^ offering for the support of the services and ministry, for the 
sustentation of the fabric, for the needs oTthe poorer li-ethren, for the helping forward of pious 
works at home and abroad. It has been calculated that the Church for its varied needs loses about 
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j^\^Qoo^ooo a year, because in the larger number of our parishes the system of the weekly offertory 
is still opposed. Experience proves that this system is principally opposed by those who have 
unwaitantably taken possession of the chief seats in the synagogue or place of assembly. It is 
really the old selfishness under another form, offering the speaous plea of not likingthe bag thnist 
before them Sundav by Simday, which thus breaks out to the detriment of the Church, to the 
hindrance of true Christian worship in free-will offering to God, and the consequent spiritual and 
even worldly injury of His people. It is impossible to resist the conclusions from experience 
gathered up by this and other Societies, that could our chief authorities and the classes now in 
enjoyment of the appropriated seats in the churches be induced to adopt or encourage the system 
of weekly offerings, which Scripture and the Church alike enjoin, many of the financial and other 
evils in our Church and ministry so deeply and loudly deplored, would be effectually met Why 
the clergy as a body should look so coldly on this Apostolic and Church plan of gathering the alms 
and offerings of the faithful weekly, is to me utterly mexplicable. But in them and in their people 
I trust a more wise, and if I ma^ say it without offence, more Christian and church-like spirit is 
growing ; a good augury for the increase of spiritual mmistratious and agency, and results on 
every side. 

"One other point dear to the Society under whose auspices we are met to praise and pray 
to-night, and a point closely connected iRath freedom of worship, is the opening of our consecrated 
churches for private as well as public prayer. Of late this has been strongly recommended to us 
by those who are in chief authority in the Church, notably by the present Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, when preading aver the diocese of London ; but I reel such recommendation has been 
generally, and will continue to be disregarded, till the old vicious practice of respect of persons has 
been abandoned for the truer Gospel principle of freedom of^wor^hip which our Society so 
earnestly pleads for. 

" My dear brethren, I pray you for Christ's sake, for the sake of your fellow-creatures and 
neighbours, for whom, as well as for you, Christ died and rose again, I pray you to help in every 
way you possibly can to promote the Christian objects of this London Free and Open Church 
Association. Assist it according to your means in providing it with fiends to carry on that most 
difficult work to which a Divine voice has. I believe, called it to break down the selfish spirit of 
worship wluch the appropriation system has engendered. To me, who in my humble way have 
advocated the good cause for many^ years, it is a delightsome thing to see such a grand array of 
the highest, and noblest, and best in Church and State, pledgiug themselves by enrolment in this 
and like Societies to labour unceasingly till the good cause Is triumphant— till England's Church is 
in the truest sense national, casting herself fully and truthfully on the affections and free-will 
offerings of her people." 

After the sermon, and during the collection of the offertory, Dr. Monsell's hymn, 
" Holy Offerings," was sung and heartily joined in by the congregation. 

Arcideacon Emery having pronounced the Benediction, the Te Deum was sung, 
as an act of thank^ving to Almighty God for the success which had attended the 
efforts of the Association, and for 5ie spread of the movement generally during the 
past year. 

Among the congregation we noticed the Very Rev. the Dean of Manchester, 
who was warmly welcomed after the Service by many of his old flock formerly at 
St. Laurence Jewry, who were present at the Service. 

The offertory, which amounted to nearly 6/., was, by the kindness of the rector, 
the Rev. John Abbiss, devoted to the objects of the Association. 

Annual General Meeting. — ^The Eighth Anniversary General Meeting of 
Members of the Association, for the election of Vice-Presidents and Council for 
the ensuing year, and for other business, was held at the Office, 25, Norfolk 
Street, Strand, on Wednesday, 6th May, at Two o'clock in the afternoon. 

The President, the Earl op Shrewsbury and Talbot, took the chair, and 
there were present also — Earl Nelson; the Hon. H. Walpole; Revs. H. E. 
NoUoth, Wm. WaUace, F. G. C. Braithwaite, and W. B. R. Jacobson ; J. W. 
Walter, Esq. ; Alex. H. Watson, Esq. ; Henry Lias, Esq. ; E. J. Athawes, Esq. ; 
Alfred Buckley, Esq. ; Melvill Green, Esq. ; and Mr. Vernon, Secretary. The 
Minutes of the last Anniversary Meeting, on May 7th, 1873, were read and con- 
firmed. On the motion of Mr. Buckley, seconded by Mr. Athawes, it was 
resolved unanimously : — ' 

"That the cordial thanks of this Meeting be given to the Right Hon. Earl Nblson for his 
services to the Association as its President during the past year." 

The Rev. H. E, Nolloth moved, and the Rev. Wm. Wallace seconded, 
the following Resolution, which yras also tmanimously agreed to: — 

"That the following Bishops, Noblemen, Clergymon, and Laymen be Patrons and Vice- 
Presidents for the ensuing year.'^ 

[The list is too long to be given here. It will be found prefixed to the Annual 
Report, a copy of which will be sent to every member of the Association.] 

The Rev. W. Wallace moved, and Mr. Watson seconded : — 



Digitized by 



Google 



The Free and Open Church Advocate. 37 

" That the following Clergymen and Laymen (with power to supply vacancies) be the Executive 
Council for the ensuing year, viz. :— 
The Right Hon. Earl Nelson. 



Edward J. Athawes, Esq. 
Rev. George Barnes, M.A. 
Robert Bayman, Esq. 
Rev. W. H. Browne. 
Mr. Frederick Bruton. 
Alfred Buckley, T 
C. Graham Carttar, 1. _ ^_ 
H. C. Coote, Esq., F.S.A. 
Edward M. Courtney, Esq. 
Rev. William Davison, M.A. 
J. Reginald Dowson, Esq. 
Melvill C 



Rev. W. B. R. Jacobson, M.A. 

Rev. J. S. Jones. 

Henry Lias, Esq. 

J. Waddon Martyn, Esq. 

Rev. H. E. NoHoth^ M.A. 

Bowes A. Paice, Esq. 

Richard B. Prosser, Esq. 

Henry Raddiffe, Esq. 

Henry Sutton, Esq. 

G. G. T. Treheme, Esq. 

J. L. Vincent, Esq. 

Rev. W. Wallace, M.A. 

J. W. Walter, Esq. 

Alex. H. Watson, Esq. 

William White, Esq., F.S. A. 



1 Green, Esq. 
George Hancock, Esq. 
Major Heales, F.S.A. 
Carried nem, con. 

Moved by the Earl of Shrewsbury, seconded by Mr. Lias, and carried 
unanimously : — 

"That the best thanks of this Meeting be given to the Members of the Executive Council, the 
late Treasurers (Messrs. George E. Street, and Octavius L. Hills^, the Honorary Secretaries 
(Messrs. Chas. E. Freeman, and S. R. Townshend Mayer), the Solicitor and Proctor (Mr. George 
H. Brooks), the several Local Secretaries, and the Auditors (Messrs. Robert Alderson Turner, 
and William L. Lagden), for their efficient services during the past year." 

Mr. Melvill Green then iQoved the following Resolution, of which he had 
giren notice : — ^ 

" That the words " \i, e. * unrestricted ') " be inserted after the word ' free ' in describing the zst 
Object of the Association." 

In doing so, Mr. Green explained the reasons which urged him to press the 
point. He felt that an unnatural and strained meaning was in many cases 
being put upon the word '' free," which culminated in the absurd and contradictory 
statement of a church being said to be '*free, ^m/ appropriated," and that therefore 
the Association should state in unmistakable terms the meaning it attached to 
the word. 

In the course of the discussion which followed, the President suggested that 
the Association should surely take the high ground of attaching the true and fidl 
meaning to the word as it stood, leaving it to others — ^if they thought fit — ^to add 
to or explain away its meaning in a restricted or narrow sense. 

The feeling of the meetii^ being against the proposed addition, Mr. Green asked 
leave to withdraw the Resolution, w&ch was granted. 

It was then resolved — 

" That this Meeting do now adjourn until Eight o'clock this e%'ening, at the Westminster Palace 
Hotel." 

Public Meeting at the Westminster Palace Hotel. — The Eiehth Anni- 
versary Public Meeting was held at the Westminster Palace Hot^ at eight 
o'clock. The President, the Earl of Shrewsbury and Talbot, occupied the chair, 
and was supported by Earl Nelson, Chairman of the Executive Council, Lord 
Whamcliflfe, the Hon. and Very Rev. the Dean of York, the Ven. the Archdeacon 
of Dorset, the Ven. the Archdeacon of Ely, Rev. Prebendary Clark, Vicar of 
Taunton, Rev. Berdmore Compton, Rev. Dr. Eraser, Rev. Dr. Hannah, Rev. 
Canon Thicknesse, Major-General Sir Richard Wilbraham, K.C.B., CoL Hay- 
garth, Alfred Buckley, Esq., H. C. Coote, Esq., F.S.A., E. C. Ireland, Esq., 
Treasurer of the Association, Rev. J. S. Jones, Rev. J. Wall Buckley, and other 
gentlemen. 

The Meeting having been opened with Prayer by the Dean of York, the Presi- 
dent stated that verbal apologies for absence had been received from the Dean of 
Manchester (applause) and Canon Gregory (applause). The Secretaxy then 
announced that letters of apology and regret for absence from the Meeting, had 
been received from the following noblemen and gentlemen : — the Bishops of Win- 
chester, Salisbury, Lichfield, Chichester, Peterborough, and Londonderry ; the 
Duke of Westminster ; the Duke of Manchester ; the Marquis of Hartington, 
M.P.; the Earl of Normanton; the Earl of Bective, M.P.; Lord Hampton; Lord 
Aberdare; Lord Clinton; Lord Richard Grosvenor, M. P.; Lord Henry Lennox, 
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M.I*.; LordHettl^ Scott, M.P.; the Hon. Evelyn Ashley; the Hon.C. L. Wood; 
the Archdeacon of Exeter; the Archdeacon of Taunton; Rev. Dr. Evans; Rev. 
Dr. Farrar; Rev. Ca&on Lowe; Hon. and Rev. C. L. Courtenay; Rev. G. H. 
Wilkinson; Rev. W. K. W. Chafy-Chafy; Admiral Sir Charlw Eden, K.C.B. ; 
Hon. Wilbrah&ili l^fttton, M.P.; Col. the Hon. W. E. Sackville West; Hon. 
Baron Pollock; Sir E. A. H. Lechmere, Bart; Sir C. Mills, Bart, M.P.; Thos. 
Brassey, Esq., M.P.; W. Hart Dyke, Esq., M.P.; J. G. Talbot, Esq., M.P.; 
J. R. Ormsby Gore, Esq., M.P.; A. G. Marten, Esq., M.P.; J. Stewart Hardy, 
Esq., M.P.; Thomas Sail, Esq., M.P.; C. G. Perceval, Esq., M.P.; Thomas 
Hughes, Esq., Q.C.; Henry W. West, Esq., Q.C.; G. D. Wingfield Digby, 
Esq.; R. E. Egerton Warburton, Esq.; T. A. Shaw Stewart, Esq.; T. Gambler 
Parry, Esq.; G. Troyte Bullock, Esq.; Christopher Nevile, Esq., &c 

Lord Shrewsbury then called upon the Secretary to read the Report of the 
Executive Council for the past year. 

Mr. Bowater ViSRNON accordingly read the Report, of which the following 
is a brief summary : — The Executive Council congratulated the members of the 
Association on the completion of a successful eighth year of work. 178 new meiA- 
bers had been added to the Ibt of the Society, making a total of 822; five public 
meetings had been held in the metropolis with satisfactory results. In conjunction 
with the Manchester Association the Council had issued an Advertisement on the 
subject of Easter vestries, calling the attention of the parishioners to the right of 
all to the free use of their parish church, and invitmg them to elect only such 
churdiwardens as would act upon this principle. As a consequence of this many 
applications for advice and assistance had been received, and several churches had 
been made free. Financially the operations of the year had been satisfactory. 
The Earf of Shrewsbury and Talbot had accepted the office <rf President of the 
Association on the termination of Earl Nelson's year of office, Lord Nelson being 
elected in his lordship's place as Chainomn of the Executive Council. 

The Earl o*' Shrewsbury and Talbot said that as many friends of the 
movement were present that evening, and the Meeting doubtless would be glad to 
hear them aH he hoped each in^eaker would follow his example and be as brief as 
possible. He congratulated the Meeting on the progress shown by the Report, 
dnd more especially on the cordiality that had been manifested in the co-operation 
of the Manchester Society. They must remember that their work was one which 
required very delicate handling. They had to conciliate established prejudices, 
and to risk displacing old associations. For instance, the congregation of his 
village church would b« very sorry not to see him sit where his father and grand- 
father had sat before him. He mentioned this simply to show that he did not 
wish to occupy any seat to another's detriment. In his own chapel at Alton 
Towers, he had daily prayer said, aUd when the train arrived in time the chapel 
Was crowded by an attentive and devout congregation. With the constant 
pressure of business that went on in a great city uke London, it could not but be 
of great profit that all persons ^ould have the opportunity equally of rendering 
thanks to God ; and he looked forwaid with eagerness to the time when all our 
churches should be open all day long. He need not enlarge upon the advantages 
of the Offertory. He knew a diurch where the receipts were far in excess through 
the Offertory over what the pew-rents had produced. His lordship here paid a 
wai*m tribute to the zeal of Mr. Herford, than whom no one was more pleased 
with the union of the two Societies. He would not detain the Meeting longer, 
but called upon Lord Nelson to move the adoption and circulation of the 
Report. 

The Earl Nelson : It is a very easy task at this present moment to move the 
adoption of the Report, because it is patent everywhere that a recognition of the 
principles which we seek to establish is on the increase, affecting every part of our 
threefold work : both in our desire to have Free and Unappropriated S6ats; in our 
desire to have Churches open to all for Private Prayer; and m our desire that the 
Offertory should be the chief means of Church Finance as opposed to Pew-rents. 
The success of our Association has been shown to you in a very satisfactory 
manner ; for if 3rou have studied the Report, you will see we are not only able to 
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show an increase in the number of our members, but an increase of something like 
54/. in annual subscriptions, and an increase in the work we have been able to 
carry on ; for whereas in the year 1872 we only repoited two special Meetings 
carried out by the Executive Council, tlii» year we nav« reported five ; and we 
have also sent many deputations to difliwdiit Meetings. Altnough it is good we 
should be stimulated by and thankful for the success that has b^n granted to us, 
I never like to run thd risk of giving^ ground for the impression diat because we 
have been successful further efforts isxs not needed. That very success is a reason 
for renewed exertion. There is no doubt that the old Pew System is virtually 
dethroned ; but we run a great danger of the Appropriation of Seats taking the 
position of the old Pew System, which would be a much more dangerous thing, 
for it would be much harder to overthrow, because it would be less obnoxious to 
the public sentiment of the day. Success therefore must be with us a stimulus to 
continued and increased exertion. The ruling principle at the root of the Pew 
System, carried out again in the practice of Appropriation, is selfishness, and is to 
be found in all classes of our people. On some occasions when we have advocated 
the Free and Open System as a great boon to the working-man, we have had 
artisans get up and say, " Not so ; we desire to have a pew to ourselves ; and only 
wait till we are rich enough to afford one." The only way to get rid of this is to 
teach people what they are about in the wcHrship of God. We do not go to church 
for the purpose of doing good to our own souls, or because we get pleasure to our- 
selves from a preacher or a service \ but we go to church as one of a great brother- 
hood to offer up united praise and thanksgiving toAlsdighty God. There is 
another good tmng upon which I must congratulate you : the continued good- will 
existing between us and the Manchester A^ciation and other kindred Societies. 
This was shown by our united action at Bath, where I consider about the most success- 
i\A discussion took place that I have ever heard at any of the Church Congresses. 
It was further illustrated in the case of the Manchester Association and ours com- 
bining tc^ieiher to issue tibe advertisements to the Easter Vestries, calling on Church- 
men to elect those as Churchwardens who would assert the principle of Free Seats. 
I bdieve good will come of that, not only because of our united action, but because 
on aU points our people only want to be instructed in what is right, and they will 
be very glad to carry it out, if we convince them it is the right thing. No sooner 
did we send out these papers, than we had applications for more £rom many con- 
gregations. Again, the Dean of Manchester, who is now the President of the 
Manchester Association, though not here, had intended to come, and was pleased 
to be able to attend at the Service which celebrated ouf Anniversary last n^ht. 
There are other Associations besides Manchester, and I think we are prepared to 
send deputations to any Meetings that they or the Manchester Society may ask us 
to attend. To illustrate this, I may mention that I had an invitation from the 
Biadfoid Free and Open Church Association. I was very glad to go; as I 
should also be glad to go to any Meeting the Manchester Association may invite 
me to assist in, at Manchester or elsewhere ; for I think we ought to act cordially 
tc^ther. It did me good— as it always does— to go into York^re, where they 
are really thorough go-a-head people. At this Meeting they not only pressed 
upon me the payment of my expenses— which I handed over as a donation from 
them to the Restoration Fund ol my own Church— but they printed all our pro- 
ceedings, and advertised in the newspapers for a discussion upon the subject ; and 
they told me they would not let the question drop, but were going to work the 
matter out through the rest of year. These are some of the fruits of the united action 
which I hope will continue to exist in support of this our common work. It would be 
perfectly impossible not to express my deep regret here that my friend, Mr. Octavius 
L. Hills— who has worked so ably and zealously in the cause of union— has been 
obliged to withdraw from the post of Treasurer which he so ably filled. He has 
gone away with the hope of recoverii^ his strength, and I am sure all the members 
of this Association who have known his generous efforts and selfTdenying zeal, will 
be earnest in their desires, and hope that this rest may be blessed to him. I am 
also sorry to find that we have lost the services of Mr. Street from our Executive 
Council-^though I hope that these gentlemen will serve us as Vice-Presidents. I 
have only one word to say as to our future work. We must go on— as it is our 
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duty to go on — not only in the way in which we have been advancing with still 
greater energy, but also I do hope we shall attempt to grapple with a very impor- 
tant question. We may tiy fresh legislation as well ; but we should do more for 
this movement than anything else if we can begin this year with an attempt to 
codify and amend the Church-building Acts. We have a very able gentleman on 
our Executive Committee who has expressed the same desire, and who also has 
much more ability than I have to attack, and I hope eventually to undermine, this 
great obstacle to our work. With these words I have great pleasure in moving 
Sie adoption, printing, and circulation of the Report, which has been just read 
to )rou. 

The Rev. Dr. Hannah : — I rise with pleasure to second this motion, more 
especially as your lordship has been good enough to put us under the same restric- 
tions as to brevity which are enforced on speakers at Church Congresses. I believe 
I shall best discharge my duty if I come at once to the facts of the case in which 
I am concerned. The theory indeed is almost wholly on one side; it seems almost 
futile to attack where there is no real position to capture. I will report to you how 
the case stands in Brighton. It is remarkable that when this movement was first 
started the two Sussex Archdeacons — men of name and fame— stood foremost among 
the champions of the demolition of pews. But Brighton differs from the rest of 
Sussex. It is a town that possesses many of the disqualifications of London. It 
is large and populous ; full of fashionable life and excitement, and suffering most 
of the attendant evils. I hold the memory of the late Bishop of Chichester in the 
highest respect ; but it is a curious fact, that as recently as 1863, the Bishop stated 
in a public address, that it might appear a strange remark for him to make, but it 
was the result of his long experience and observation, that he thought in places of 
fashionable resort, like Brighton and Hove, there should be no free seats at all, but 
a large number at a merely nominal rent, Isy the payment of which the poor man 
should secure his sittings against the intrusion of his richer neighbour. We hold, 
on the contrary, that the payment of a Shilling by the poor is just as objectionable 
in this sense as the payment of a Sovereign by the rich. The chief management of 
ecclesiastical affairs in Brighton lay for many, years in the hands of a man of very 
strong and vigorous character. He introduced pews into most of the churches 
which he built, no doubt influenced to a great extent by those very Church-build- 
ing Acts which I for one congratulate you very he^ily an attempt is to be made to 
improve. It has been my duty to study them all; and a more irksome duty I never 
discharged. The vicar, however, kept his own parish church free and unappro- 
priated. And here I must remark that I think appropriated seats are worse than 
pews. If seats are to be appropriated I think the clei^gyman may as well have the 
pecuniary benefit. Of course I exclude that appropriation by courtesy which ought 
everywhere to prevail When people occupy tneir favourite seats by coming early 
to get them they exercise a right which none will dispute, as it invokes no legal 
claim. When the cure of the parish passed into my hands I found a population 
numbering 90,000, with twenty-one churches and chapels belonging to the Estab- 
lished Church in it. Out of seventeen consecrated churches only one was free and 
unappropriated— the parish church itself, which the late vicar kept always free and 
unappropriated. The number of seats used in accordance with the principles of 
the Society amounted to 800, and there were 1800 more in four small mission 
chapels built at the instance of the late vicar. That was all we had in that popu- 
lation, though each church was supposed to contain a great many places known as 
free seats, but often inconvenient and unattractive. It was quite clear that it 
was not sufficient to meet the needs of such a population with such a provision 
as this. Therefore, with the Bishop's consent and approbation, I made the 
following offer to my brother clergy : — I offered if they would make their churches 
free, to resign to them all the fees which would come to me as vicar, and that they 
should become independent incumbents at once. But there must be that fixed 
principle, that no church should be independent which was not perfectly free. I 
should like now briefly to state what we have been able to achieve during the last 
two years. We have added to the number of free and open churches, four large 
important churches. First it was found that the parish church — the old village 
church, representing the community of fishermen — was insufficient for the needs of 
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the place, and its rights were transferred to the largest of the chapels of ease. 
This new parish church contains 1660 seats, and as soon as we obtained it, we 
made it free at the earliest possible date. Then one of the proprietary chapels fell 
into my hands by purchase and the pews were abolished. That gave above 800 
more. Two of the incumbents at once came forward — Mr. Arthur Wagner (loud 
cheers) and the incumbent of St. John's. In the whole about 5000 seats in churches 
really free were added to the 2600 we possessed before. There are now five churches 
and four chapels which are all open and free. The liberality of the Wagner family 
is constructing two large churches instead of two of the small chapels to be for 
all perpetuity free and open. A satisfactory amount of accommodation is thus 
provided for the central and northern portions of that great town. Of course there 
has been some little friction in carrying out this great movement, but there has been 
as small an amount of heat as might be expected. I am a little unwilling to dwell 
upon financial success in detail. I cannot admit that mere financial success is a 
test of the rightfulness of the movement. It is rather the removal of a difficvdty 
than the establishment of the argument. We don't wish to consider merely 
whether it pays or not. The real test of success lies in the more earnest obedience 
to the laws of God and man. This system is undeniably the scriptural system. 
Two points stand out clearly: the teaching of St. James about free sittings, and 
that of St. Paul about the offertory. Moreover, it is a fixed principle of English 
law, that the area of the church is the property of the parishioners and therefore 
free. In addition to this, there can be no doubt that it tends to the moral and 
spiritual improvement of the people. We have certainly estranged the poor by 
our pews. Episcopal Charges lately have been calling attention to this most 
important matter, and warning us that if we would recover the poor we must get 
rid of the pews. It is quite true, however, that we do find by experience that the 
offertory pays better than the other system. Such is my own expenence in churches 
of which I have had the management ; and the amount regularly increases year by 
year. The two great objections made against the free system are, first, that it is 
difficult of application, and next that it is disparaging to the clergy. It is not diffi- 
cult to apply if the question is treated in a kindly spirit. We have never had the 
least real difficulty ; and, depend upon it, with a. little kind management of matters 
in detail, there wUl be no lasting difficulty raised on the part of the people. It is 
no disparajgement to the clergy ; it puts them, on the other hand, into a higher and 
more dignified condition. I am bound to say that the late vicar, the moment he 
saw his way to building public churches, entirely ceased to encourage the erection 
of proprietary chapels ; but the acts under which those proprietary chapels had 
. been built, were as perfect instruments of harshness to the clergy as human ingenuity 
could devise. I think a clergyman who throws himself rather upon the free offerings 
of his parishioners will never have any reason to complain. 

The Rev. J. W. Buckley said he rejoiced greatly to hear of the good work 
which Dr. Hannah was doing in Brighton. He had himself been the first incum- 
bent of St. John's in that town ; and, though there was but little income from 
pews, the free and open part of the church, especially the middle aisle, was well 
filled. Some seats were set apart to be let as low as a shilling a year, but they 
were not taken. He should have been glad, if it had been then possible, to have 
made the church free and open, with an offertory. People who then went to 
Brighton did not know what to do as to going to church, if they had not previously 
hired a seat for about five shilling a Sunday, while they stayed at the sea-side. 
It was a very great satisfaction to him to hear that St. John's was now a Free and 
Open church ; and he heartily congratulated Dr. Hannah on the course which he was 
taking, and on the successful issue to which it would undoubtedly be brought. 

The Rev. Dr. Eraser, in support of the resolution, said : I congratulate you 
heartily on the progress which the Report shows this great principle has made. 
Never, I believe, was the Church of England so strong as at the present moment 
in the affections of the people ; never so strong in the devotion of her members ; 
never had she so many communions or so manjr communicants as at the present 
time ; and never so strong in her political position before to the world. This is 
owing to many causes of a moral and spiritual character ; but no doubt a most 
important factor in it is the throwing open of her churches to be free to all alike — 
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the making Englishmen regard their chtirch a» their home, where they can enter 
and offer their devotions to Ood without let or hindrance, and find spiritual 
solace and comfort. But there are still too many churches at the present time 
where one will not find that welcome which the cmldren of God ought to find on 
entering into their Father's house. The church should itsdf preach a sermon. 
The very plan should teach a silent and solemn lesson. There is the Font of 
Baptism at the entrance ; then the three aisles, symboUzing the doctrine of the 
Blessed Trinity, leading up to the chancel, proclaiming in its unity the oneness of 
the Godhead ; then the pillars of the church, signifying the great dogmas of the 
Faith on which the Church is established apd supported ; the Prayer-desk and the 
Pulpit, are emblematic of the two chief means of grace ; at the end, the Holy Table, 
teaching admission to the presence of God as the h^hest privilege the Christian 
soul can long for. Suppose in the midst of his solemn contemplation of these holy 
symbolisms, the worshipper should be thus interrupted, "This is my seat — please 
move out. " The solemn thoughts are broken off, the spirit of self is actively aroused ; 
he shrinks into himself, and moves away in a soured state of mind very unfit to 
worship God. That is how selfishness in church hinders devotion. To teach that 
in the presence of the Eternal, there is neither rich nor poor, bond nor free, but that 
all are equal in the sight of God, was a glorious work, a two-fold woik, to instil 
real and deep religion into the people, and to make the Church truly popular with 
those to whom she flings open her doors and bids them enter in. This is her true 
policy ; not, in selfish exclusiveness, to make them stand aside and give way for 
those who, merely because they were rich, were in times past held to have some 
vested right and property in the church, which is truly the common property 
of all. 

The resohition, "That the Report now read be adopted, printed, and Circulated,'* 
was then put to the Meeting and unanimously agreed to. 

Lord Wharncliffe, who could scarcely speak in consequence of a severe 
cold, in moving — 

" ThaC this Meeting pledges itself to support The London Frae and Open Church Association in 
its efforts to throw open our churches free to all classes, both for Public Worship and Private 
Prayer, and to promote the revival of the Weekly Offertory as the most fitting means of providing 
for the expenses of Divine Worship" — 

said that in a church in the North, where there were no pews, the difference 
between the congregation attending it and those of the neighbouring churches was 
very great, and that the amount of the offertory collected was not only more con- 
sidering the difference of the classes frequenting the various churches, but in a 
great many cases was actually laiger. 

The Dean of York, in seconding the resolution, said i I cannnot do better 
than follow the example of the noble lord who has just sat down, in trying to be 
as short as I can. In the first place, I most cordially express my sincere sympathy 
with this great and important movement in the Church. For many years I haye 
held the opinion that the sittings of the parish church should be free and unappro- 
priated ; and, from some years experience, I can honestly say I have no reason to 
change my opinions. Dr. Hannah has told us his experience as the vicar of a 
great town like Brighton. I can point to similar results. When I first went to 
York Cathedral I found the seats let, but they are now all free and unappropriated ; 
and we have depended upon the generosity of the congregation through the offer- 
tory. Both in the nave of the cathedral, which is n9w largely attended on Sunday 
night, and in the choir during the week, all the seats are entirely open. We used 
to hear, and do now sometimes, a great many hard words used against this system. 
I am not going to answer those hard words to-night, for every day they rapidly 
diminish, and the principle of Free and Open churches is almost universally recog- 
nized. I have heard a free and open church termed a "Ritualistic" church. I 
find it hard to know what is Ritualism ; for I have heard what was called Ritualism 
in one age, pronounced "Old Fogeyism" in the present. (Laughter.) I shall 
not say much upon this subject to-night, for it seems to me Ritualism may occupy a 
good deal of the public mind at the present moment. I am sony to say there is a 
measure now before Parliament, which has been termed by one in great authority, 
" stringent, coercive, and penal." I only hope that those who have or^ized that 
measure may not live to repent their unv^ise proceedings. (Loud cheering.) 
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The Rev. Berdmore Compton said : When I first came to London I came to 
a church where every pew was let. 1 established the princtple of a free and open 
church with the weekly offertory, and it was not long before the loss of the pew- 
rents was counterpoised. It was not difficult for me to persuade the people that 
by cutting down me pews and making the church free, we might get a great many 
niore to come to church. The very first year the offertory much exceeded the old 
pew-rents. I have had the opportunity of carrying out the third object of this 
Association by making All Saints' open all day long. It may be usefiil to consider 
the real difficulties which arose. To throw the church open appears a simple and 
rapid transition. But the thing requires a complication of financial and other 
arrangements which I could not conceive before I tried it. TTiere are one or two 
other difficidties which have ceased to be serious, owing to the success of the Asso- 
ciation. There can be but one opinion about appropriation of the old kind for 
the benefit of the rich, though I have sometimes thougnt of advocating appropria- 
tion for the poor, owing to the difficulties which hinder them from attendmg a 
church where the Seats are free and open and the congregations very large. Those 
who are well to do in the world can come to church three-quarters of an hour before 
the service begins, but those who are very poor, as the mother of a family who has 
to make arrangements for the care of her children, do* find a great practical diffi- 
culty in coming to church before service begins. I am sorry to say m All Saints* 
Church any one coming just before the service will have little opportunity of getting 
a seat at all. There is no remedy but multiplication of seats and services. If they 
are perpetually going on, the poor may obtain entrance to some if they cannot to 
all. The chief remedies, therefore, are multiplication of seats and numerous services. 
The poor appreciate hearty services as well as the rich. The evening services at 
All Saints' are attended by classes very far indeed from wealthy, and those which 
are the most elaborate in their musical accessories are the most popular. Such an 
application of the money of the rich, to beautify the service of God for the edifica- 
tion and enjoyment of tneir poorer brethren, is the most glorious use I can con- 
ceive its being pitt to. There is one other point of difficulty, and that is the vexed 
question of benches or chairs. If I ,were a lavman, and considered only my personal 
comfort, I might not like the adoption of chairs if they could be dispensed with. 
But it is a fact, that in a church built to hold 600 people, chairs will accommodate 
another hundred. Another point of importance is the extension of accommodation 
in the separation of the sexes. Independently of other reasons for this arrange- 
ment, it undoubtedly affords more room. 

The Archdeacon of Ely said s It gives me great pleasure to see what 
advance the principles of your Society are making. This very meeting is a proof 
of the hold they are taking upon the public mind. As I wandered over part of 
London to-day I only found one church open, and that was the church where I 
preached last night at your anniversary service. There I read on a board at the 
entrance of the church the following statement: '*The Incorporated Church 
Building Society granted ;f 75, A.D. 1864, towards reseating and restoring this 
church, by which additional accommodation has been provided .... The 
sittings are all free, subject to allotment by the churchwardens ; suitable provision 
being made for the poorer inhabitants. " Ten years ago, then, the Church Building 
Society had not at all grasped the idea that the parish church belonged to all, rich 
and poor in common, and that no additional seats should be appropriated to a few. 
It is owing to the action of this Society with that of Manchester and other kindred 
associations, that the Incorporated Society now boasts that it gives grants where all 
the seats are free and unappropriated. I remember some years s^ having a con- 
troversy with one of my brother Archdeacons, who then maintained the strange 
view that seats could \i^free and appropriated, a view which is to me mcomprehen- 
sible. The old idea and law of the Church of England is, that the parish church 
belongs to all parishioners, rich and poor alike, and that there should be no appro- 
priation, but that the officers or churchwardens shoxild see that the people are 
seated from service to service according to their wants. Though I deplore that there 
should be things going on in the Church which make some in authority desire l^sla- 
tion, I should much prefer that our rulers should first try to see that this plain law 
is carried out. Many of those who would be most affected by the proposed legislation 
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have been foremost among those who have removed this great reproach from our 
Church, and vindicated the right of poor as well as rich again to her services. (Loud 
cheers. ) With regard to the point of leaving the church openfor private prayer, I have, 
as I have said, wandered over much of London to-day, and foimd only one church 
open. I came to one church surrounded by a great number of people, but it was pad- 
locked. A public-house stood close by, whidi was free to enter at least, and appro- 
priated. If the church had been open, many a poor person might have passed mto 
the church, and probably found comfort and support in secret communion with 
God. Why should not our churches be open ? Expense is urged. Well, why 
should we not restore the old bedesmen — the old i)raying people? For a few 
shillings a week, some poor soul of good character might be found to take care of 
the churches which might then be open for prayer. With the question of freedom 
of worship is naturally connected that of the weekly offertory. A few years ago 
there were many urgent objectors to the offertory ; now I find in Cambridge, the 
centre of my archdeaconry, only two or three churches cling to the old system, 
while twelve or thirteen have adopted the offertory system. More and more too, the 
village churches are using it, and all give satisfactory evidence, not only that it has 
improved church finances, but that this principle is drawing out the religious 
sympathies of the people, and making them really devotional in giving, and appre- 
ciative of money-offering as a part of true worship of Almighty God. I will not 
at this hour detain you longer, but simply express my delight to find the cause is 
prospering. And what wiU tend to make the cause prosper still more is the 
nappy fraternization of this Society with the kindred institutions established to 
promote the same important objects. 

The Resolution was then put to the Meeting and carried with acclamation. 

The Rev. J. S. Jones, in proposing— 

** That the cordial thanks of this Meeting be given to the Rev. John Abbiss, lor the use of the 
Priory Church of St Bartholomew, West Smithfield, for the Special Service in connexion with 
the ^niversary ; and to the Venerable <the Archdeacon of Ely, for his Sermon on the occasion/' 

said ; On the other side of the water, that very evening the Liberation Society 
was holding its Meeting. Such congregations as listened to Archdeacon Emery, 
and such Sermons as his, were among the strongest defences the Church could 
have against its attacks. 

Mr. Alfred Buckley in a few words seconded the motion, which, being 
put by the Chairman, was carried unanimously. 

Earl Nelson moved, — 

" That the cordial thanks of this Meeting be given to the Right Hon. the Earl of Shrewsbury 
and Talbot for presiding this evening." 

His lordship said that all friends of the Free and Open Church movement should 
be grateful to Lord Shrewsbury for his efforts in the cause of union, and for the 
interest he took in the success of the cause. 

The Rev. W. H. Langhorne, in seconding the motion, wished to express his 
great gratification in observing so much interest occasioned by principles which he 
was convinced were absolutely necessary to Christianize the East of London. 
Hundreds of the poorer classes were almost entirely alienated from the Church of 
England by the system of appropriation. 

The Earl of Shrewsbury, in reply, said : My mind has gone very much 
with what the Dean of York has said touching present legislation in Church 
matters ; and I believe the Legislature, when it has to deal with the matter, will 
not forget where the real work of the Church is being done, and will not forsake 
the duty of supporting the Church and its Ministers, or be deterred by popular 
opinion from defending the rights of the Church. 

Dr. Eraser having given the Benediction, the Meeting separated. 

In the course of the proceedings the President announced that a box was placed 
at the door for those who wished to contribute to the Society's funds, and his lord- 
ship himself set the example by handing the Secretary a liberal donation. 



Separation of the Sexes. — In the Churchnmn^s Shilling Magazine ioi May, 
Thomas Shairp contributes a paper on The Rdigion of the Laplanders ; and it may 
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interest some who wonder at the division of sexes in certain of our churches to 
know that in Lapland **the women are ranged in pews on one side, the men on 
the Dther, as is the fashion in all Swedish churches." 

Progress. — The following statistical abstract is compiled from Mackeson's 
Guide to the Churches of London and its Suburbs for 1874, recently issued : — 

1868. 1869. x87a 1871. 1872. 1873. 1874. 

Churches (total No. of) . 

Weekly Offertories . . 

Free Seats 

Open for private prayer . 

Prima faciei this table seems very satisfactory ; but we have reason to know 
that many of the churches included under the head "free" are more or less 
appropriated. The Secretary has recently drawn Mr. Mackeson*s attention to 
this fact, and pointed out to him the harm which is being done to our cause by 
such misuse of the word "free." Mr. Mackeson, whose adhesion to our principles 
is undoubted, has, in consequence of Mr. Vemon*s representations, intimated that 
in the issue of his Guide for 1875 and henceforth the word " free " will be restricted 
exclusively to those churches in which tlie seats are absolutely " free "—that is, 
unappropriated— \}aso\3i!^oyy!L, 

A Distinction with a Difference. — Distinctions between adult seatholders 
and non-seatholders have unfortunately hitherto been common enough, but it has 
been reserved for the authorities at St. Anne's, Poole's Park, Holloway, to push 
the distinction a generation further ; for we find from a notice In the St, Anne^s 
Monthly^ a small parochial magazine, that Bible classes for ''children of seat- 
holders" are held at such a time, whilst "other children" are directed to attend 
at a later hour. What next ? 

Warminster, Wilts. — It has been resolved to discontinue the practice of 
levying payments for sittings in the Parish Church here, and also to kdopt the 
offertory in lieu of the voluntary church-rate. No fresh allotment of sittings will 
be made, though all who paid pew-rents last year may retain their seats, if regu- 
kurly occupied ; all other seats, not held by faculty, wUl be free. At any service, 
as soon as the bells stop ringing, a vacant seat may be occupied by any person, 
and the offertory will form an int^;ral portion of all Simday services. 

Christ Church, Chesham, Bucks.— At a meeting of the Parochial Council, 
held at the Vicarage on May 4th, at eight /.»i., the Rev. H. E. Nolloth, M.A., 
Vicar, in the chair, the subject of the appropriated seats in the Parish Church was 
brought forward. The Vicar stated that he had been imder the impression that 
both the Parish Church and St. George's Chapel were entirely "free and open," 
but he found that forty-four seats in the former were liable to appropriation. At 
the present time only three or four persons had allotted seats, and he had no 
doubt they would willingly waive their rights, real or supposed, for the good of 
the parish ; but he should be very dad, with the concurrence of the church- 
wardens, to take the necessary steps for legally constituting the church free and 
unappropriated for ever. As a member of the Executive Council of the Londtwi 
Free and Open Church Association, he could easily ascertain what these steps 
should be from their legal committee, and they would thereby effect a lasting good 
by putting it out of the power of any friture vicar and churchwardens to appro- 
priate the accommodation intended for the benefit of the whole parish to a few 
parishioners only, and make merchandise of the house of God for the purpose of 
augmenting the income of the living, or providing for church expenses. They 
would also effect a present benefit for the parish, for he believed that when it was 
distinctly understood that the church was entirely free to all comers, without any 
partiality or respect of persons, the working classes would be drawn to its beautiful 
services in much larger numbers. The principle was founded on the spirit and 
letter of the Word of God, and while thus sound in theory, it was also most 
successful in practice. The proposition of the vicar was warmly supported by 
Mr. Churchwarden Vordan, ymo described the interest which he had felt for many 
years in the progress of Free and Open principles. Long ago, when offered an 
appropriated pew, he had declined, because he consider^ it unjust to accept a 
privilege which could not be extended to every parishioner. It was unanimously 
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a^eed that the vicar be requested to carry out his propositions. The meeting 
closed with a vote of thanks to the vicar. 

WiMBORNE, Dorset.— The following extract from a letter received by the 
Secretary from a Clergyman in the neigh^urhood of Wimbome gives an additional 
instance to the already far too numerous ones of the vital injury the pew system is 
doing to the Church and true religion : — ** The case of Wimbome Minster near here 
is one of the very worst. When church rates were abolished, the churchwardens 
let the sittings in the Minster, which is the parish church, and the result is the 
poor are all excluded, and are being fast driven to dissenting pUces of worship, 
though all naturally are warmly attadbed to the Church." 

St. Luke's, Caterham valley. — ^The following excellent inscription under 
the West window in this Church is worthy permanent record in our pages as an 
example which might be usefully followed in many other churches in various 
parts of the country: — "This Church of St. Luke, Caterham Valley, is built by 
subscription with the understanding, and the District is assigned by the Eccle- 
siastical Commissioners on the declaration that the sittings (200) shall be free and 
unappropriated for ever. — A.D. 1866." The more prominently such inscriptions 
are placed in churches the better — ^though we know of instances where similar 
ones, facing clergy and congregations, are shamelessly contravened ; and of another 
instance where a similar tablet has been removed altogether! 

Warrington. — Apropos to this subject, a correspondent writes as follows to 
the editor of the Monthly Paper of the Chester Diocesan Open Church Associa- 
tion : — " I was in St James' Church to-day» and find a brass plate with the number 
of free sittings which the church ought to provide, viz. : ^o^^ for ever. The real 
number, however, will not amotmt to more than half of this quantity. I think this 
ought to be noticed. The Rev. Fielding Ould is the Incumbent." 

Merton, Surrey. — "A Churchman" writes as follows to the Surrey Comet 
of June 6th : — ** Having lately come to reside permanently near Wimbledon station, 
I wended my way last Simday to Merton old church. Some few minutes before 
the time for commencing service I waited, in hopes of being shown to a seat ; but 
finding this not done, I vaitured to inquire of an important-looking old lady, who 
seemed to be in charge of the arrangements, whether the seats were free, and was 
informed that they were not ; and to my second inquiry whether any of them were 
vacant, the reply was, " Well — No. " After this I aeparted, to spend the remainder 
of a lovely summer morning in Nature's church, pondering as to how many others 
are annually driven away from Merton church in like manner by the influence pf 
female Bumbledom, and pews let at so many pounds per annum and seldom used." 

The Discomfort of the Pew-System. — Dr. Farrar, at the public meeting 
at Pewsey on New Year's Eve, in urging that the parish church should be de- 
dared free and open, said :^" I do not regard the matter we are discussing 
altogether as a poor man's question ; in some respects it is a questixm for every 
one of us ; for mstance, all of you who have been sissngers in a straage place 
know the discomfort it is to be going into a church where every inch of ^und is 
appropriated, and standing about while eveiy single new comer is brushing past 
you, or sitting down in some place with intense anxiety whether you are not 
usurping some spot whick is regarded with a kind of jealous ownership by some- 
body else — in fact, have you not all experienced an amount of disoomft^ and 
inconvenience which makes you feel inclined to keep away from the House of God 
altogether ? Is this not enough to make anybody who has experienced it wish 
for a f^ee diurch in a Christian country, equally c^en, every part of it, to the sincere 
and honest worshipper? It may have happened to some of you, as it Has to me, 
to live in a parish where the appropriation of pews is a constant, and fruitful, and 
incessant source of ' envy, hatred, malice, and all uncharitableness.' " 

Sale by Auction. — Not long since there appeared in The Times an advertise- 
ment of an intended sale at the Auction Mart, by Messrs. Waterer, of the following 
properties : — 

"The * Queen's Arms,' beeriiouse, at Addlestone. 

"The * Crown,* beerhouse, Egham. 

"Three freehold pews in the g^lery of Chertsey Church, respectively ki the occu- 
pation of the Yen. Archdeacon Jennings, Mr. W. A. Gale, and J. Draper, Esq. 

**lf B. — ^The several yearly tenants are under notice to quit." 
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A GOOD BEGINNING. 

TO THE EDITOR OP THE FREE AND OPEN CHURCH ADVOCATE. 

Sir,— I b^ to send you the result of the offertory for the year 1S73, the first year 
of its adoption at St Margaret*s Church, Bladcfordby, Lricesteishire ; population 
700, chiefly labourers, minexs, and pottens. 

Offertory on eight Sundays for the Sick and Poor . 

Do. on thirty-one Sundays for Church Expeases 

Da on nine Sundays for the School Eunds 

Do. for Curates' Augmentation Fund 

Do. for Church Missionary Society . 

Do. for Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 

Do. for Choir 
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We had some opposition to contend with at first—one family, that of a farmer, 
walking out of church as soon as the bags were handed round. This family now 
remain to the end of the service, and occasionally contribute. 

I never now hear a word against it. It has been the means of paying the church- 
watrden some arrears due to him and leaving him a* balance in hand. In no 
previous year, as far as I can ascertain, has there been any such amount collected 
in this church ; and this is far short of the capabilities of the parish, which is except 
tionally lukewarm in Church work. There has never been a resident clexgyman, 
and there is only one service on Sunday. 

This is the second church in which I have seen the offertory started and success- 
fully caitied on. I beg to isecommend its adoption in all free and open churches. 
Yours faithfully, 

Geo. E. Bell, Curate-in-charge, 
Blackfordby, Ldcestershire, and Smisby, Derbyshire. 

[We regret that pressure of matter should have prevented us from publishing 
this interesting letter much earlier. — Ed.] 

Mr. Secretary Pepys and his Pew.— r66i. Dec. 22 (Lord's Day). My 
wife and I to church, and there in the pew, with the rest of the company, was 
Captain Holmes, in his gold-laced suit, at which I was troubled. — Dec. 25. In 
the morning to church, where at the door of our pew I was fain to stay, because the 
sexton had not opened the door. A good sermon by Mr. MiIls.^-1663-4. Feb. 
28 (Lord's Day). Up and walked to St. Paul's, and both before and after the 
sermon I was most impatiently troubled at the quire,' the worst that ever I 
heard. But what was extra-ordinary, the Bishop of London, who sat there in 
the pew, made a' purpose for him, by the pulpitt, do give the last blessing to 
the congregation ; which was, he being a comely old man, a ^ery decent thing, 
methought. — 1667-8. Jan. 12 (Lord's Day). Went to church, where first I saw 
Alderman Blackewell and his lady come to our «hurch, they living in Mark 
Lane ; and I could find in my heart to invite her to sit with tts, she being a fine 
lady.— 1668-9. Feb. 15. To Whitehall; and there, by means of Mr. Cooling, did 
get in to the play, the only one we have seen this winter; it was "The Five 
Hours' Adventure ;" but I sat so far I could not hear well, nor was there any 
' woman that I did see, but my wife, who sat in my Lady Fox' pew with 
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'FREELY YE HAVE RECEIVED, FREELY GIVE." 



Thy i>ower, O God, commands the sun to Come, Holy Spirit, to our prayers g^e heed, 

shine Inflame each heart, and animate each soul. 

And rain throughout the suldry world to fall ; Who freely teachest all who feel their need. 

Be with us now and by Thy will divine, Well pleased to make the wounded sinner 

Spread far and wide the Gospel sound to all* whole. 

Hear us, Lord Jesu, wMle we sing to Thee, O holy One-4n«three and Three-in-<me, 

And praise Thy mighty name and wondrous The source of all good gjfts in seasons post, 

love, ^ Perfect the work in our cold hearts begun. 

Whose cruel death ujpon the bitter tree That we may live while endless ages last. 

Opens to faith the joys of heaven above. W. 
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Tourist's Church Guide, 1874. Edited by J. Came Waram. (London : 
The Church Printing Company, Burleigh Street, W.C.) 

This excellently compiled and well printed little Guide will be a great boon to 
churchmen on their Summer rambles throughout the United Kingdom, Ireland, and 
the Channel Islands; Whilst the type is sufficiently large to be readable to eyes 
of nearly all ages, and particulars are given of niearly 3000 churches, the book is 
so light and portable that it may be carried without being felt in the breast- 
pocket of one's coat, or slipt into a knapsack with ease, when the latter is sup- 
posed to be *'as full as it can hold." At present, this Guide is limited to '* those 
churches wherein the Holy Commimion is celebrated weekly ; ". we hope, how- 
ever, that in time, with the support it deserves, it will extend its sphere of 
usefulness. It is a spirited little venture, well meriting tangible proofs of success 
to its industrious compiler. We are glad to give it this word or two of special 
commendation, because we note that the editor has made a judicious distinction 
between churches which are "Free and Open " and those whidi are " Free " only, 
"Open" only, and neither "Free" nor "Open." This is a very useful feature, 
and the more so as being exceptionally accurate for a first issue. To facilitate 
quick reference, especially during locomotion, we would suggest that in the edition 
K>r 1875 figures be given in the outer margins in addition to those down the inner. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED FROM APRIL 4TH TO MAY 30TH, 1 8 74. 



A Friend, by J. W. Dalby, Esq. 
Allen, Rev. W. 



Albopp, Henry, Esq., M.P. 
Baldwin, Mr. J. . . 
Baynum, Robt., Esa. 
Beaumont, Francis H., Esq. 
Bentley, Professor . 
Bridgman, E. J., Esq. 
Browne, £. M., Esq. 
Bullock, F. J.. Esq. . 
Bullock, G. Troyte, Esq. . 
Bury, Rev. W. E. . 
Chidley, Richard, Esq. . 
Cobb, J. F., Esq. . 
Cotton, Rev. A. B. . 
Courtney, E. M.. Esq. 
Cox, Chas. E., Esq. 
Cuinine, Captain G. . 
Dowson, J. Reginald, Esq. 
Drake, Major M., R.E. . 
Dunlqp, Rev. H. R. 
Elwell, Rev. Henry . 
Fenton, J., Esq. 
Forester, H. W., Esq. 



France, Charles, Esq. 
Fremantle, Rev. S. J. 
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Garrington, W. H., Esq. 
Gould, Charies, Esq. 
Grigs, Mrs. Christopher 
HeeUs, J. L., Esq. . 
HUls, O. L.. Esq. . 
Hills, Mrs. W. H. . 
Ireland, E. C, Esq. 
Jones, C. C, Esq. . 
ICilcoursie, Viscount . 
Law, Rev. F. H. 
Lewis, Mr. Wm. 
Lloyd, Edwin, Esq. 
Osbom, Rev. M. F. F. 
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Pritt, Rev. F. D. 

Rivington, C. S., Esq. 

Shrewsbury, Rt Hon. Earl of (Don.) 

Smith, Rev. H. Fielding 

Smyth, Rev. C 

Spencer, W. M., Tun., Esq. 

Street, Mrs. A. W. . 

Terry, R. M., Esq. . 

Vincent, J. L., Esq. . 

Ward, C. H., Esq. . 

Westmore, Rev. H. H. 
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*:„* We would remind our friends that the price \ofa single copy of the Advocate 
is One Penny ; but that it is sent gratuitously every month to each Subscriber 
to the Association ofYiWB. Shillings and upwards. 

The Editor of the Free and Open Church Advocate will be greatly obliged 
by friends of the movement sending him notes of progress^ Sfc, for publication. 
Copies of the AlUVOCKT^ for gratuitous circulation locally will be sent in return. 

Issued by authority of the CovNCii. of the LomyoN FREE AND Open Church 
Association. Copies may be had gratuitously on application to the Secretary, 
25, Norfolk Street^ Strand^ W.C, or will be sent for One Year to any address on 
receipt of Eighteen Penny Stamps, 

Cheques and Post-office Orders in aid of the Funds of the Association should be 
made payable to the TVeasurer^ Edwin C. Ireland, Esq. Cheques crossed 
"Union Bank of London." 



GILBERT AND RIVINGTON, PRINTBBS, ST. JOHN's SQUARE, LON2X3N. 
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Being the Monthly Paper of the London Free and Open Church Association. 




Vol. II. JULY and AUGUST, 1874. Nos. 31 & 32. 

[he London f ree and Open Church Association. — 

The ordinary Monthly Meeting of the Executive Council was held 
at the Office, 25, Norfolk Street, Strand, on Wednesday evening, 
the 1st of July. Earl Nelson presided, and there were present — 
the Rev. W. H. Browne; Alfred Buckley, Esq. ; Henry Lias, Esq.; 
Thomas Fish Marson, Esq. ; Bowes A. Paice, Esq. ; J. L. Vincent, 
Esq. ; C. Graham Carttar, Esq. ; Edward M. Courtney, Esq. ; J. Waddon Mar- 
tyn, Esq. ; Alexander H. Watson, Esq. ; J. W. Walter, Esq. ; Henry Sutton, 
Esq. ; H. C. Coote, Esq., F.S.A. ; Major Heales, F.S.A. ; and Mr. Vernon, 
Secretary. The Minutes of meeting of 3rd June were read and confirmed. The 
Treasurer reported a balance in favour of the Association of ;^6i 19^., and bills 
amounting to £42 or. i^d. were passed for payment. The Minutes of meetings of 
the Legal Committee on the loth and 24th June, and of the Meetings Committee 
on 30th June were read, the latter recording the several arrangements for the 
Public Meetings to be held at Gloucester, Cheltenham, and Tewkesbury on the 
9th and loth inst. 

A new form of prayer for the objects of the Association was submitted and con- 
sidered, and Earl Nelson undertook to amend it in accordance with the views of 
the Council in time for the next meeting. 

Other business of an unimportant nature having been transacted, the meeting 
separated. 

The London Free and Open Church Association. — The ordinary Monthly 
Meeting of the Executive Council was held on Wednesday evening, the 5tH 
August, at the office, 25, Norfolk Street, Strand. 

Alfred Buckley, Esq., presided, and there were present — Bowes A. Paice, Esq., 
Henry Sutton, Esq., Rev. H. E. NoUoth, Henry Lias, Esq., Edward M. 
Courtney, Esq., Henry Radcliffe, Esq., H. C. Coote, Esq., F.S.A., J. L. 
Vincent, Esq., Rev. W. H. Browne, Richard B. Prosser, Esq., C. Graham 
Carttar, Esq., and Mr. Vernon, Secretary. 

The Minutes of Meeting of 1st July having been read and confirmed, the 
Chairman, in the absence of the Treasurer, reported a balance at the Bank in 
favour of the Association of jCS7 ^M- i^- Bills amounting to ;^I29 &r. id. were 
passed for payment as soon as funds would permit. 

A letter was read from the Bishop of Bombay, consenting to become a Patron 
of the Association. 

Among other matters it was decided to appoint a Deputation to represent the 
Association at the forthcoming Church Congress at Brighton. 

It was reported that in consequence of the serious illness of Mr. Mayer, the 
editor of the Advocate^ it had been found necessary to omit the issue of the number 
for July, and it was resolved to publish a double number on the 15th inst. 

A letter was read from the Secretary of the S.P.C.K., intimating that his 
Committee had made a grant of 2000 copies of the tract entitled *' Our Open 
Church," for gratuitous circulation with the other publications of this Council. 

The Secretary reported that during the past month very successful Public 
Meetings had been held at Gloucester, Cheltenham, and Tewkesbury, and that 
Sermons were preached at Tewkesbury Abbey on Sunday, July 12th, by the Rev. 
J. S. Jones, in support of the objects of the Association. 

A Sermon was also preached by the Rev. George Barnes, on Sunday evening, 
the 2nd inst., at St. Andrew's, Tavistock-place, formerly Wobum Episcopal 
Chapel, where the principles of the Association have been recently adopted. 
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It was decided that, after the recess, a Public Meeting should be organized in 
-the parish of St. Giles-in-the-Fields, where, as the Rev. G. H. Stanton, Vicar of 
Holy Trinity, St. Giles's, informed the Council, the free and unappropriated 
principle, temporarily adopted during the late Mission, had achieved a notable 
success in bringing the "masses" to Church. The state of this parish was most 
deplorable, the inhabitants numbering upwards of 40,000 souls, composed in a 
great measure of the very poorest classes. For this population three churches only 
were provided, and at two, the Parish Church and Holy Trinity, the seats were 
partly appropriated and rented by persons living outside the parish. 

Gloucester.— On Thursday evening, the 9th of July, the Association held a 
Meeting in the Com Exchange of this city. John D. T. Niblett, Esq., F.S. A., 
presided ; and there were also on the platform the Rev. J. S. Jones, Vicar of Hook, 
Kingston-on-Thames ; and the Rev. G. Barnes, who attended as a deputation ; 
the Rev. E. Gibson, Curate of Matson ; and Mr. Bowater Vernon (Secretary), 
&c. , &c The proceedings having been opened with prayer by the Rev. E. Gibson, 

The Secretary read letters of apology for non-attendance from the Bishop of 
the Diocese, from Sir Michael Hicks Beach, M.P., and from most of the leading 
public men in the county. Amongst the number was one from Mr. Wait, M.P., 
which was as follows : — 

" 32, Prince's Gate, June ^gtA, 1874. 

*' Dear Sir, — I should have had great pleasure in accepting the invitation with which I am 
honoured by your Council, to preside at the Meeting to be held at Gloucester on the 9th July, but 
I am quite unable to undertake to attend public meetings in the countiy during the Parliamentary 
session. It would have been to me more than a common gratification to be with you, as the 
object of your Meeting is one in which I have long taken the deepest interest, having been a 
inember of the Manchester Society since its commencement. Your work and your principles have 
already borne much fruit, but much remains to be done, and I sincerely hope you will have a good 
Meeting— Yours truly, W. K. Wait." 

. The Chairman said he could not be indifferent to this movement nor to Church 
matters, because he happened to be the patron of two livings. He felt that our 
churches should be open to all classes without distinction, because in another place 
there would be no distinction between rich and poor. There was a little district 
church on a hill called the Edge, about four miles from Gloucester, and, having 
obtained permission from the clergyman to put an inscription over the door, he 
painted with his own hands, "The rich and the poor meet together, and the Lord 
is the Maker of them all." He had come there to learn, without pledging himself 
as to what he should do, but he wished the Society hearty good- will. He looked 
upon the question as a countryman, and, accordmg to his humble ideas, it was 
essentially a town question, in support of which view he quoted his experience at 
such places as Bath and Cheltenham. In those places many of the churches were 
supported by pew rents, and very few of them were really open to worshippers. If 
you went into a church there, you saw ladies dressed in the very tip-top of the 
fashion, with the latest bonnet perched on their heads, and you saw gentlemen with 
well-polished boots and shiny hats, but rarely did you see the domestic servant, 
and much less the poor working man. The Chairman then quoted an instance at 
Bath, in which the committee who built a church tried to make as much as they 
could out of the sittings, which they "farmed" out to an eloquent Irishman, who 
paid so much for the sittings and pocketed for himself all he could make over that 
amount by his eloquence, and he was bound to say that it was so powerful that yoH 
could not get a seat by hook or by crook, the church was so crowded. 

The Rev. J. S. Jones next addressed the meeting, and said that the principle 
on which the Association worked was that in the public worship of God as the 
Common Father of all, we should assemble on the footing of a family, and that 
those relations in life which depend on money or rank, or earthly circumstances, 
were out of place in the house of God. Further, that whatever was opposed to 
those principles, whether for gain or for convenience, or as the result of the 
unhealthy arrangements of Church legislation in a dark and decayed age, should 
be set on one side when we came to an age like the present, full of life and power, 
in which the Church had a grand opening to do for the people more than she 
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had ever been able in this land to do as yet. He proceeded to point out that 
the provision for religious worship in this country was only something like what 
it was when the people were about one-fourth what they are now, and that while 
there had only been very inconsiderable additions to the ancient endowments of 
the country, there had been enormous additions to^the population, thus putting a 
great strain upon voluntary exertions. One of the most prolific causes of alienation 
from public worship was that, until lately, the people had not been made welcome 
to public worship, and in support of his argument for free and open churches, he 
said that wherever churches were open the poor were glad to attend, and not only 
did so in large numbers but willingly gave of their substance, thus showing that 
there was no lack of real religious feeling amongst the poor of this country. 

The Rev. George Barnes addressed the meeting at great length on the advan- 
tages of the weekly offering over the pew-rent system, which he considered as 
opposed to Scripture, to the principles of the Church of England, and to reason. 

The Rev. E. Gibson, of Matson, said he found himself In rather a false position 
on the platform. Though not an advocate of pew rents, pure and simple, he 
thought too much importance had been made of the system of having open pews, 
and one would think, from what had been said by the previous speakers, that the 
whole fabric of Christianity depended upon the fact whether we had offertories or 
pew rents. He had had very little experience in large towns, but from what he 
knew of the country he was convinced that no inconvenience was felt from the 
want of free and open churches. Country people, at any rate, prefeired to have a 
particular place assigned to them in the church, and it was well it should be done, 
so that when heads of families took their children to church they could have them 
under their example and control, and properly train them to the usages of the 
service. 

One of the Cathedral Vergers who was present, said he quite agreed that all 
town Churches should be free, but in the country parish Churches he did not think 
it practicable. He was proceeding to say that all the seats in Gloucester Cathe- 
dral were perfectly free, when he was interrupted by cries from the end of the room, 
"That they ain't," "There's no freedom in Gloucester Cathedral," and the like 
— which evidently showed that there were two opinions on that all-important 
subject to the citizens of Gloucester. 

The Chairman said he was inclined to agree with Mr. Gibson in the main as 
regarded the application of the system to country churches. He admitted that 
churches in this neighbourhood were not crowded to suffocation, but that was not 
owing to a want of accommodation for the poorer classes. 

The Rev. J. S. Jones admitted that the evil was less in country churches than 
in towns, but it was in country parishes that scandals, and strife, and heart-burn- 
ings arose, of which every parish had its history. They believed that making 
churches free and open would do much to remedy this state of things. 

The meeting closed with a vote of thanks to the Chairman. 



Cheltenham. — A meeting, under the auspices of the Association, was held at 
the Assembly Rooms on Friday, the loth of July, and there was a fair attendance. 
The chair was taken by H. W. Rumsey, Esq., M.D., F.R.S., and there were 
present — the. Rev. John Edwards, Vicar of Prestbury, the Rev. J. H. Garde, 
Curate of All Saints', J. Walker, Esq., Col. Cromplon, Lieut. -Col. Basevi, the 
Rev. George Barnes, M.A., the Rev. J. S. Jones, Major Heales, the Rev. Dr. 
A. M. Browne, Mr. Heath, Mr. Pardoe, Dr. Philson, the Rev. G. P. Scorey 
(Baptist), T. Bowater Vernon, Esq. (Secretary), &c., &c. 

The Chairman said before he said a few words on the subject for discussion 
—and they would be few, because there were several gentlemen there who could 
give them information on it— he would call on the Secretary to read letters of apology 
which had been received. 

The Secretary then said he had received a letter from Mr. Agg-Gardner, M.P. 
(one of the Vice-Presidents of the Association), who had been invited to take the 
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chdir, but wrote to say that there was a bill before Parliament in which he took 
great interest, and he could not therefore accept the invitation. Letters had also 
been received from Lord Sudley, Rev. C. Moore, Rev. — McMichael, and Rev. 
G. Faussett, the latter of whom said, in speaking of his approval of the principles 
of the Society, ** To convince you further that my heart is with you, I will tell you 
I have long since registered a vow in heaven never more to contribute to a new 
church on whose title deeds * freedom of worship' is not absolutely and indelibly 
stamped. " 

The Chairman rose and said that he felt great pleasure in doing what 
little he could to promote a movement which he deemed of gi-eat importance 
to the Church of this country. It was of great importance to abolish a monopoly 
in the House of God, to put an end as far as they could to the buying and selling 
in God's Temple, and he conceived that the pew system was an illegal innova- 
tion on the rights of the people. The evils of the somewhat fashionable proprie- 
tary system were specially felt in large places, because, in many country parishes, 
the accommodation was sufficient ; but great evils existed in the churches of popu- 
lous places, where the poorer classes of people were put into inferior positions, 
where they cannot hear the prayers which are offered, nor the instruction that is 
given ; they had to take the worst seats, and it was an unchristian and uncharitable 
principle to go upon. The proprietary system put him in mind of a curious epitaph 
on a stone outside a church not far from this county : — 

*' Here I lie outside the door, 
Here I lie because I am poor ; 
The further in — the more they pay. 
Here I lie as well as they." 

Substitute ** stand" for "lie," and they would find the present system described 
by that epitaph. In Cheltenham, with a shifting and changing population — a great 
many of whom were visitors — it was most important there should be no appro- 
priation, of seats^ and yet probably there was no town in the kingdom where the 
monopoly of religious instruction was greater. Fifty years ago the system of pro- 
prietary churches was commenced, and a great many churches were built on it, 
and no doubt a great deal of good was done ; but the system was an3rthing but 
satisfactory, and one of its principal promoters, who was greatly respected in 
Cheltenham — Dean Close — had altered his opinion, and had the manliness and good 
sense to declare it. He wrote, ** I believe pews and pew-letting to be the chief cause 
of the alienation of thousands of the middle and operative classes from our Church. 
Necessity, as I then thought, and the peculiarity of the case, led me to promote 
the erection of churches in Cheltenham supported by pew-letting. I nqw deeply 
regret it, and am taking measures to abate the mischief. I never would again 
have anything to do with so unscriptural and suicidal a plan for raising money for 
Church purposes," At the present time great efforts were being made to restore the 
old Parish Church of Cheltenham, and he (the speaker) wished the Rector every 
success, but anticipated his great obstacle would be the faculty pew owners. There 
was a ludicrous as well as a serious aspect to the question, and he mentioned that 
an old friend of his once paid a visit to Cheltenham and went to Christ Church, 
as being the most fashionable church in the town. There was a porch, and in the 
porch a table, at which sat a money-changer, and the first thing said to his friend 
was : " Here are seats, which will you take?"— there being tickets for each class 
of seats — ** which may I offer you ? " His friend replied, ** Oh, I always sit in the 
dress circle." The excellent incumbent of Christ Church had put an end to that 
system, although his pews were still let. Then there was in his own parish the 
magnificent church of All Saints', and the ground on which it was raised was that 
the seats should be free and open. This, he regretted to say, had only been 
partially carried out, one half of the seats only being free, the other half being 
appropriated. Money payments existed in every church in this parish at present, 
and it was quite time they had a free and open church. 

The Rev. G. Barnes disclaimed any intention to prefer an indictment against 
the pew ownetf , but while they made no imputation against pew owners they had 
the worst possible opinion of the system itself. Those who held pews had nothing 
to do with it, and in approaching them it was their desire to proceed by way of 
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persuasion and argument Under the present S3rstem all the best seats were given 
to the rich, whereas he contended if any preference existed it should be given to 
the poor, who more needed religious instruction — ** Ye that are strong ought to bear 
the infirmities of the weak." The speaker concluded by showing the ill effects of 
the pew system upon missionary effort 

Major Heales, F.S.A., of Streatham, contended that there was nothing new 
in what the Society advocated, which only asked them to return to a system 
formerly in force in this country. He drew an amusing picture of the comforts 
to be enjoyed under the pew system, remarking that some of the pews were more 
like a drawing-room than anything else, being comfortably cushioned, with a table 
in the middle and a water-bottle. While admitting the system was the more luxu- 
rious and comfortable, he maintained it was not consistent with Christianity. 

The Rev. J* S. JoNES> of Hook, Kingston-on-Thames, spoke chiefly on the financial 
aspect of the question. He strongly supported the oflfertory, and said for some 
years past he had been called upon to throw himself absolutely upon this system, 
and he believed there was no healthier method of appealing to the people. The 
revk gentleman next quoted stsctistics sht)wing the success of the offertory as against 
the pew system — ^inone instance the amount collected by thepewsysten;^ was J6 115, 
and now the offertory yielded ;^200 per annum, moreover, the system was accept- 
able to the people, and it did not affect the collections for charitable purposes. 
In another parish church, in which there were 230 sittings, with a very poor popu- 
lation, during the year 6000 coins were collected, and out of that number 5000 were 
coppers ; if the offertory had not been adopted, those 5000 coins would have been 
lost altogethet. 

The Rev. Mr. Adams, who was requested to speak, in complying, said he hoped 
that meeting would have a good effect in Cheltenham, which lacked interest in the 
Free and Open Church question. He believed in the system, not so much from 
expediency but because it was right, and anything that was right should be carried 
out whether people liked it or not. It had been his lot to have three of the poorer 
parishes in Manchester. In that he now held he had 1000 Jews, a number of 
the criminal class, about 3000 of the Manchester middle class, and about 2000 
strong Dissenters and Roman Catholics. There were in the parish one Roman 
Catholic Church, two Jewish Synagogues, and two large and important Dis^- 
senting places of worship. There was also a strong Orange body, who were 
always accustomed to identify the Free and Open question with Popery; but 
he had disabused their minds of this, and many had become his most ardent sup- 
porters. He proceeded to say that he did not think the statistics quoted by the last 
speaker reiharkable, and said that in his church there were 781 sittings, out of which 
number 400 were formerly let, and these producedan average congregation of about 
35 persons.. One old gentleman (whose death-bed he afterwards attended, he 
havmg forgiven him for throwing the church open), the last Sunday before the 
church was open said, ** I came (k)wn to sit for the last time in my poor pew ;" but 
his apparitor, who was rather a sharp fellow, further elicited from him, "Ah, it is 
the last time I shall ever sit in it — and it's the first 1" Five of those pews were let 
to persons who had never occupied them for twenty years, and the congregation very 
rarely reached fifty. He consulted with the Bishop, and determined, if possible, to 
alter the system, not by cramming his own views down the people's throats, but by 
reasonable azgument, and when he had got his plans matured he called a meeting 
of the parishioners. He took great care that his statement should contain nothing 
to offend or irritate any one, and in the end his recommendations were carried by 
about three to one. TTie church was thrown open, and on the first Easter-day he 
had 40 communicants ; on the second, 85 ; and on the third, last Easter-day, 130. 
The income of the church was, previous to its being thrown open, ;^ioo a year 
from all sources, not including the endowment, which was about ;£'300 ; next year 
the income was ;f 359, or three times the previous amount, exclusive of the 
endowment. Besides this, the parish had built a Mission Church, which on one 
occasion sent fifteen persons to communicate for the first time at the parish church. 
He could not conceive any more vinftent opposition than he received at first ; but 
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it had now all dierl out, people who were hostile to him had become' friends, and 
although some of the best class of people had left the neighbourhood, and he 
oftett missed their half-sovereigns, still the deficiency was made up in sixpences 
and shillings. He hoped that when he visited Cheltenham again the present 
standing reproach would have been wiped off, and there would be at least one 
free and unappropriated church. 

John Walker, Esq. , said after the remarks which had been made he should 
mention that the Church of All Saints was not entirely free, and for that fact he was 
responsible. The truth was, they were unable to non-appropriate one-half of the seats, 
and he thought he could say after five years' experience as Churchwarden, had they 
rendered them all unappropriated they would have made a great mistake, because 
he believed when they had persons living in the parish who desired to attend the 
church regularly, they should have preference for the seats. It, however, always 
gave him pleasure to appropriate a seat to a poor man, and to put him on equality 
with his richer neighbour ; but they ought to try and obtain a regular congregation, 
and he did not see how this could be attained if strangers were permitted to take 
any seats they thought proper. If the holders of seats were not in the church at the 
commencement of the service, he took care they were occupied. He had been 
a subscriber to the Association many years, and wished it every success, but 
there were certain cases where it was difficult to carry out its principles entirely. 
In Cheltenham there were a large class of persons who considered it very respect- 
able to go to the church of God, and they went to that church where they had to 
pay the least money. At one time at All Saints they used bags for collections, 
but from the way in which they were abused they were obliged to give them 
up, some things which were put in as an offering to God being positively an 
insult to the Almighty. Then, again, at the celebration of the Holy Communion 
he had frequently gone round with the plate, and persons when they saw he was 
coming positively dropped on their knees as if in solemn prayer. How could 
they deal with that class of people, or those who found it respectable to go to 
church and enjoy a good hearty service, and yet would not give a penny towards 
it ; or others who, if bound to give anything, gave some base or foreign coin ? 

The Rev. Mr. Barnje;s confessed himself greatly astonished at what he had heard, 
and said he would rather have his poor parish in Bethnal Green than such a church 
as had been described, and he regretted that at All Saints seats were appropriated 
for money. 

Mr. Walker — We don't appropriate for money. 

The Rev. G. Barnes remarked it was nearly the same thing, and the fact that 
they had gone back from bags to plates was still worse. 

Mr. Walker, in reply to Major Heales, said the population of .\11 Saints' 
parish was between 3000 and 4000, and the number of sittings about 90a. 

The Rev, Mr. Jones regretted the deplorable account given by Mr. Walker of 
the state of things at a church which it was most important the meeting should 
understand was not free. 

• Mr. Walker : Free, but partly appropriated. 

Mr. Jones said his idea of a free church was that he could use it Referring to 
the deposits which were sometimes made in the bags, he said they could not expect 
people to act on higher principles than the churchwardens were acting on. Such 
persons must be judged in the sight of God. The Society which he represented did 
not wish to abolish the functions of churchwardens with reference to putting people 
in certain seats, and nobody had said anything about their not exercising their 
discretion. It was impossible to treat rich and poor alike under the present sys- 
tem, unless they had a succession of churchwardens like Mr. Walker, which they 
could not insure. 

The Chairman— I will ask Mr. Walker this question— Is it, or is it not, a 
fact, Mr. Walker, that any one having an appropriated seat at All Saints has 
to pay for it ? 
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Mr. Walker — It is not a fact. And I wish to sa^ that Mr. Jones*s descrip- 
tion of the arrangements of seats at All Saints is quite erroneous. We do not 
divide the church in half, but arrange the Sjeats in the manner we think will best 
suit the wants of the con^je^tion. I think it is a great pity that gentlemen 
coming down from London, and criticizing the arrangements in a church, do not 
first make themselves acquainted with what those arrangements redly are. 

Mr. Jones said he had given the authprities at All Saints the credijt of 
separating the appropriated seats from the free sea^s in what was thought to be 
the least offensive manner — i. e., by dividing the church in half, having the appro- 
priated seats on the one side, and the other sid§ free. He was only sorry tp hear 
that All Saints was even wor$e than he had thought J (Laughter.) 



All Saints, Cheltenham. — We have been favoured by a friend with the 
following pajfticuUirs a3 to the arrangements of the seats of this church: — ** There 
are about 730 chairs in the church. Of these, 336 are in the nave, 334 in the 
north and south aisles and transepts, and sixty in the chapeL All the chairs in the 
nave, with the exception of seventy (these probably being free only for want of 
custom^s), are appropriated, as are also the sixty in the ch&pel ; but the other 
chairs (334) are free. Upon each appropriated chair the following printed notice 
is affixed :— 

"No. — All Saints Church, Cheltenham. Pierson. 

" The occupant of this chair is expected to contribute to the Offertory, according 
to his or her means. 

**The stipends of the clergy, the support of the poor, ^mi the expanses of the 
Church are defrayed out of the Offertory, supplemeiited Jjy ;a voluntary rate, levied 
on those to ¥fhom seats are assigned. 

** If the allotted seats be not occupied at five minutes before the commenceipent of 
Divine Service, the Churchwardens and Officials have the right of seating strangers 
therein." 

We confess we are unable to reconcile this notice with Mr. Walker's reply to 
the Chairman of our Meeting, as reported above. 3hould Mr. Walker wish to 
explain himself, our pages will be freely open to him. (For an account of the 
manner in yirhich this system of seating the Parishioners in AU Saints is carried 
out, an4 its effects, see Advocate^ Vol. i., p. 185.) 



Tewkesbury. — A Public meeting was held by the Association in the Com 
Exchange, on Friday evening, the loth July.. Sir E. A. H. Lechmere, Bart., 
occupied the chair ; and among those present were the Rev. G. Barnes, Vicar of 
St. Barnabas, Bethnal Green ; Mr. T. Bowater Vernon, Secretary ; the Rev. J. S. 
Jones, Vicar of Hook, Kingston-on-Thames ; Major Heales, of Streatham, London, 
as a deputation firom the Society ; the Vicar of Tewkesbury, Rev. Canon Davies, 
Rev. O. B. Packard, Curate ; Revds. E. K. Dowdeswell, Bushley ; H. S, War- 
leigh, Ashchurch ; W. F. Clarke, Wesleyan 5 and T. Wilkinson, Baptist ; Captain 
Carter, and Messrs. C. W. Moore, J. G. Home, J. Garrison, H. Brydges, J. G. 
Coleman, and others. — The Chairman, who gave an interesting account of the 
origin of the pew system, showed an old picture of Speaker Onslow, seated in a 
2an<?pied pew of large proportions and elaporate ornamentation at St Margaret's, 
Westminster, I)xcellent speeches on JjehaJf of the objects of the Association were 
lelivered by the Revds. G. Barnes, and J. S. Jones, and Major Heales. — Mr, War- 
•eigh made some remarks antagonistic to the inovement, characterizing it as a mere 
theory. These objections wjere s^nswered by the Rev. J. S, Jones. — The pro- 
ceedings opened with prayer, and closed with the Benediction, given by the Vicar. 
The attendance Was lair. — The Rev. J. S. Jones preached two sermons in the 
Abbey Church, on Sunday; that in the morning oeing devoted to "Free and 
Open Churches," and that in the evening to ** Weekjy Offertory." 

[We quote the above brief notice from the Gloucester Journal, The meeting 
was a very successful one, and we hope in our next number to be able to give a 
fuller account of it, with some extracts from the Rev. J. S.Jones* very eloquent 
sermons in the Abbey Church. — Ed.] 
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The London Gregorian Choral Association and Appropriation of 
Seats. — We copy the following from the Church Review : — " The Annual Festival 
Service of this Association was held in St. Paul's Cathedral on Thursday evening 
(May 9th) at eight o'clock. As usual on such occasions, long ere the hour for the 
commencemeflt the building was densely crowded, nearly the whole of the space 
Under the dome being denied the ordinary worshipper and reserved for the 
privileged friends of the Association and those fortunate enough to obtain tickets. 
We regret this mark of preference very much, as it tends to nulhfy that devotional 
character which it has been apparent the Committee of the Association have 
always striven to impart into their Services. We notice on the Committee the 
names of many gentlemen who, if not intimately connected with, are staunch sup^ 
porters of, that excellent Association which advocates a free and open church, and 
held such a spirited meeting on Wednesday evening. If, as we imagine, the word 
Jree signifies entirely unappropriated^ then this system of reserved scats in the 
Cathedral is opposed to the objects of the Association, unless it is conadered 
Unnecessary that the Mother Church of the diocese should come under this fflgnifi-* 
cation. We feel sure the Dean and Chapter, who have kindly given 6very possible 
assistance, would eo'operate in rendering the congregations assembling at these 
great Services as free from invidious distinctions as it is earnestly desired ail con-* 
gregations should be.'' 

Immediately on the appearance of these excellent refmarks Mr. Bowater Vernon 
wrote to the Church Review (as one of the members of the Connnittee referred 
to) expressing disapproval of and disclaimiitg all personal responsibility for the 
course adopted. Mr. Robert Turner, as a member of the "Sub-Committee** 
which made arrangements for the Festival, replied^ justifyii^ the reservation of 
seats. Mr. Vernon closed the correspondence by expressing the hope that the 
Gregorian Association is not committed to Mr. Turner's opinion, which is cal- 
culated to injure it in the estimation of many valuable friends. We cordially agree 
With him. 

All Saints', Acton (see Vol. i# p. 69). — This Church is now open for private 
prayer daily from 7.3a to 9.30, and from noon till 2 p.m. This costs nothing, as 
tarious lay helpers take charge of the Church tWo hours a week eacto in turn. We 
have received a copy of the Vicar's "Third Annual Report" to his parishioners', 
setting forth the progress made in Church matters during the year 1S73, and state^ 
ments of account giving full particulars of the numerous funds in connexion with 
All Saints' Church. A copy of this report Mr. Hunter Dunn has sent to every 
house and cottage in his parish. Considering that at the end of last year All 
Saints' had been consecrated only fifteen months^ and that the whole work extends 
over three years only, we think this most interesting Report shows such healthy 
growth as to convince even the sceptical that with earnest, self*denying cleigy 
success may be achieved in even the4)oorest and apparently the most hopeless of 
parishes. Those who imagine a clergyman's duties are light, and his life an idle 
one compared with that of a professional man, should look at this "Third 
Report," one glance at which will give a fair idea of the arduous labours which 
thousands of our clergy are modestly discharging around us daily. The spirit in 
which this work is done the following letter (Written to us by the Rev. Hunter 
Dunn with no notion of our making it public) will show. He says : — 

** It is true that in a poor, g^rowing neighbourhood the claims upon the offertory are such that 
the clergyman can hardly hope to receive any share of it ; but then we must remember that with 
&/re0 Cmirdi and an offertory a' work is done among our poorer brethren which with any other 
plan is left undone. Surelv the only question with tm clergy — the shepherds of Christ's flock — 
ought to be, ' What is the best plan with a view to winning precious souls and building them ilp in 
God's faith and fear ?' And if a free Church is an inducement to hundreds to hear the message of 
salvation who would otherwise not hear it, surely no clergyman will dare to say, * Which plan will 
give me the larp^est imvate income ?' Siu^lv we had better practise our own precepts — i.e., deny 
ourselves — by hving in small houses and studying economy in every way we can, in order that our 
poor brother may be constantly told that the Church is his, and that our dear Lord is constandy 
looking for him there with a view to givine him life, happiness, and peace. Surely this is better 
than for the clergyman to live in a larger house and with greater comforts upon the pew rents, 
which hand over God's house to the few who can pay, while they inspire all classes with a shyness 
or dread of entering the Church, wherever they may be, lest they should not be expected, welcome 
guests." 
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Camber WELL. — We learn from our friend, Mr. Edwin Wippell, that at a fully 
attended meeting of the local Branch of the Church of England Young Men*s 
Society, held on the loth of April, the subject discussed was " Free and Open 
Churches." On the question being put whether they were desirable, the "ayes'* 
had it by a majority of one. The discussion was very animated, and our friend 
thinks that if our principles were well " ventilated " in the neighbourhood, a good 
and an useful impression might be made. We quite agree with him, and hope it 
will not be long before the Association holds a public meeting in the locality. 

HuGHENDEN CHURCH. — The ancient church situated in the park of Mr. Dis- 
raeli, at Hughenden, Bucks, is about to undergo a restoration which will make it 
almost a new building. The edifice has been in existence since A. D. 1 100. Through 
lapse of years it had fallen into such a state of dilapidation that mere repair was 
out of question. The cost is estimated at ;£^5ooo, of which £yx>Q have been 
already subscribed. The architect is Mr. A. W. Blonifield, a member of the 
London Free and Open Church Association. The Premier having two or three 
years ago publicly expressed in direct terms his cordial concurrence with the prin- 
ciples advocated by us, we are justified in entertaining the hope that he will use his 
great influence in making his own Parish Church entirely free and unappropriated 
after restoration. 

St. Andrew's, Shepherds well, Dover. — We learn that strenuous efforts 
have been made to substitute the Scriptural system of the Offertory for rates for 
defraying Church expenses in the above parish, though as yet without success, 
owing to opposition from the Vicar and the Churchwardens. The facts of the 
case, as supplied us by the friend who has been most active in it, are as follows :-r 
** I had some correspondence with the Vicar upon the subject of the offertory, and 
although he admitted that to be the best mode of raising money, he would not 
adopt it, and on Easter-day he put a notice on the Church-door of a Vestry Meet- 
ing to * consider the desirableness of making a rate to defray Church expenses. ' " 
I at once wrote to him that I should oppose a rate, and offered to come up and 
talk the matter over. His reply intimated that he and the Churchwardens had 
fully considered the subject, and meant to proceed with the rate, and issued the 
enclosed paper to all the Church people in the parish. The rateable value of our 
parish is about ;f 3400. The railway is rated at ;^75o, and the Ecclesiastical Com- 
missioners and their tenants together at about £ioo or ;£'900. These tenants are 
Dissenters, who give nothing to the Church, and will not pay the rate ; but at the 
meeting the one reason given by the Vicar for making it was that failing them it 
was believed the Commissioners would pay — ^as landlords. An estimate was 
produced, showing an amount required of ^"8 loj. for the past year, and ^12 for th© 
current one ; and it was stated a penny rate would produce ^^14 5^. if paid up, 
I pointed out that the rate would be altogether illegal, if made to cover the balance 
of last year, as proposed ; but in spite of that a 7d, rate was proposed. I then 
proposed as an amendment, "That the Church having provided other and more 
appropriate methods of raising money, it was not expedient to make a rate for 
Church expenses." This was seconded, but I had only one supporter, although 
two other parties at the meeting did not vote, and I believe sympathized with my 
views. The Vicar took a vote upon the amendment, and then, without any- 
further voting, declared the rate carried. Had a valid rate been made I should 
have said no more about it, and paid when called upon ; but as the rate is I 
believe not made at all, but if made, is illegal and void, for excess, I called upon 
the Vicar and pointed out to him what the effect would be of their attempting to 
collect it— that it would be, if not legally, at least morally an attempt to obtain 
money under false pretences ; but I understand it is still to be collected. Under 
these circumstances I thought myself justified in writing a private note to the 
Railway Company and the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, telling them of the 
invaUdity of the rate in case it should be applied for ; and there the matter ends 
for the present. I hope I shall have your sympathy and approval in what I have 
done. I did not expect to make much impression at first. It is taken up as a 
party question too much, but the thin end of the wedge has got in, and patience 
and perseverance in time may effect something. " — G. F. 
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, Ross, Herefordshire. — The weekly offertory commenced in this Church on 
Trinity Sunday, 1873, has proved very successful, ;f 180 lU. 9^/. having been 
collected for church expenses only ; enabling the churchwardens to pay off an old 
debt, regravel the churchyard walks, and do many other needful works. The 
offertories for the sick and poor, missions, &c., have been also very good. Some 
few of the parishioners did not like the change, but the great majority think it the 
wisest and best way of contributing to the services of the Church. — C. W. P. 

Yeovil. — A friend, under date June 25th, writes to the Secretary : — ** We have 
had a meeting to-day, but the question of finance has been postponed for the pre- 
sent. I have, however, circulated the papers you sent me, and shall not fail to use 
every means to advance our cause ; but I find ignorance, prejudice, and selfishness^ 
three powerful opponents. Nevertheless, something has been done by abandoning 
pew-rents, and our churchwardens have an almost bankrupt exchequer, having 
appealed for subscriptions without success. Inj their impecuniosity lies our hope, 
and I wish to wait until they move that the announcement of their failure may 
come from their own lips." — W. L. G. 

St. Paul's, Ramsgate. — In May last His Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury 
consecrated this new church, which is in King Street, a poor district, and " for the 
poor"- — the seats being all free. Surely the apostolic warning against having 
respect to persons is as applicable to aggregates as to individuals ! We regret that 
so flagrant a violation of the principle involved in the theory oi public worship and 
common prayer should have received the countenance of so high an authority as 
the Primate of England. "Churches for the rich" and "churches for the poor," 
exclusively, are indeed a wretched expedient for perpetuating pewdom, with its 
attendant selfishness, "envy, hatred, and all uncharitableness." 

HuCKNALL ToRKARD, NoTTS. — A Parishioner writes to the Secretary : — "I am 
very pleased to inform you that it has been decided to throw all the seats in our 
Parish Church open to the people ; the offertory was adopted on Easter Sunday. 
Our Vicar and Churchwardens had great pressure brought to bear on them by the 
farmers and other local 'magnates,' so that to obtain a free church seemed well 
nigh hopeless. Besides myself there stood about ten Sunday-school teachers, 
young, but *true as steel.' All our ages were under twenty-three, except the 
superintendent, and four of us had met the wardens on behafr of the others, and 
haxi a very cool reception. However, we did not give up then, but wrote to the 
Bishop Suffragan, who gave us a very vague and indefinite reply. He did, how- 
ever, refer us to J. Watson, Jun., Esq., Solicitor, Nottingham (who I believe is 
warden at St. Mary's there), who kindly read the law to me and gave his advice 
free. Mr. A. Williams, solicitor, Nottingham (who is Sunday-school teacher at 
St. Stephen's,. Snenton), also ^ve us his advice. This, together with your tracts 
and Book on Church Law, finished our education in the matter before meeting the 
wardens again. I sent the wardens a copy of each tract you had sent immediately 
on its arrival, and I soon had the tracts sown broadcast to friends and opponents 
■ alike ; consequently, when we met the next time, we felt convinced the wardens 
would give way. They met the whole of the teachers in school on the matter, 
and brought one or two friends with them (including a Nottingham clergyman) to 
assist them ; and they seemed inclined to say we might consider the sittings free, 
and allow the cushions to remain, but they would not allow it to be published in 
the 'Parish Magazine' (so we* were still non-suited), and they therefore said they 
would defer their decision a fortnight. In the meantime I visited the Vicar, and 
gave him some tracts and the statements about the offertory. He almost refused 
to hear anything about * all ' seats being free ; but a few days after he had read 
them he was advocating 'Free and Open Seats, and the Offertory,' Added to 
this the churchwardens heard I intended putting up for warden, and so at the end 
of the fortnight they told us the seats should be free, and gave us permission to 
publish it. They have filled a form up for the Church Building Society (who have 
given £^0) that 'all sittings are free.* We have thus, by God's help, been enabled 
to avert a division among the congregation, as some had begun to stay away from 
the services because of appropriation. I asked one of our chief opponents how 
they liked the system now, and met with the answer, ' Quite well. ' You will see 
we have dealt very moderately with pur late opponents in the magazine." — H. B. 
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St. Mary's Prestbury, Cheltenham.— The following notice is affixed to 
the doors of this Church — "Parish Church of St. Mary, Prestbury.— 
This Church is left open daily, from 7.45 in the morning till sunset, for the pur- 
pose of private devotion. Strangers visiting the Church are earnestly requested to 
behave with fitting reverence, and not to disturb those who are engaged in prayer, 
mindful that it is *The House of God' and *The House of Prayer.'— T. 
Edwards, Vicar.''* 

Stokenham. — On Tuesday, July 21st, the Parish Church was reopened after 
restoration. It was built in the early part of the fifteenth century, bears date 142I, 
and was dedicated to St. Michael, and consecrated by Bishop Lacy. The chancel 
was rebuilt a few years ago by the late Governor Holdsworth, of Widdicombe 
House, in this parish, and nothing is now required to be done to this part. But 
"with regard to the other portions of the church, all the old pews have been swept 
away, a gallery at the western end, which contained the organ, removed, and the 
organ re-erected, with improvements, in the north side of the choir. The seats are 
now open ones, with solid bench ends, massive capping and book boards, all of 
pitch pine left in its natural state. 

[As stress is laid upon the fact that "the old pews are swept away," we trust 
that the old system of appropriation has been swept away too — otherwise we 
do not see that much has been gained by the change. Such opportunities of adopt- 
ing our principles ought never to be lost, and all those who agree with us should do 
their utmost to utilize them. — Ed.] 

Wakefield. — A correspondent sends the following to the Wakefield and West 
Riding Herald o{ Ayx^st 1st: — "At a meeting of * the Commissioners under the 
Faculty,' held 36th July, it was resolved that the regular worshippers in the Pari.sh 
Church shall be placed in seats as near as possible to the position they held before 
the new seats were erected, without any special written allotment ; and that as 
soon as the bell summoning to public worship has ceased — which will be five 
minutes before the service commences — all vacant seats are absolutely free and 
unreserved to rich and poor alike. After submitting the foregoing plan to the 
Bishop of the Diocese, the following answer was addressed to the Vicar : — * My 
dear Sir, — I entirely approve of the course you propose to follow with respect to 
the pews. Yours sincerely, R. Ripon.' " 

The same journal in which this paragraph appears says, in a leading article on 
the subject of restoring the Parish Church and the arrangement made, with respect 
to the seats : — "It is purposed by the Commissioners that five hundred of the 
worst seats in the Church, which none of the wealthier members of the congrega- 
tion care to have, are to be free, and that those who have not the good fortune to 
have*seats will be allowed to take the chance of having some, if tney will wait at 
the door till their wealthier neighbours are seated, and there shall chance to be any 
left for them ; and they are expected to be grateful for these crumbs which fall 
from the rich men's table ; just as though, if one were entitled to an allotment, all 
were not, or as though the poorer and more obscure had not just as much liking, 
ay, and just as good right, to appropriated seats as the wealthier and more self- 
asserting, or as though it were less irksome for them to have to wait at the Church 

door than others A poor ending this of the Restoration of our Old Parish 

Church of which we have heard so much, — a licking of the outside of the cup and 
platter indeed — this cleansing and beautifying of the material building, whilst the 
abuses and corruptions of the old system of appropriation are allowed to remain 
unaltered, and the rights and privileges of the congregation as a body are ignored 
or disregarded." 

The National Association for Freedom of Worship held a public meeting in the 
parish, on the 27th of July, When all the resolutions in favour of non-appropria- 
tion were unanimously carried, and a general determination was expressed to make 
the Parish Church wholly free on its re-opening after restoration. The attendance 
was large, and the report of the proceedings extends over four columns of the 
Herald. Mr. Herford was present, and delivered an Address, in which he ex- 
haustively dealt with the Free and Open Church question. We regret that want 
of space prevents our giving any extracts. 
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St. Michael's, Worthinxs. — A "Resident" writes \o the Guardian that the 
seats of this church (which was consecrated on St. Michael's day, last year) "are 
declared, after a hard struggle, to be free and unappropriated for ever." 

SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED FROM MAY 30TH TO AUGUST 8tH, 1874. 
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Aberdare, Rt. Hon. Lord . 

Ashley, George, Esq. 

Athawes, Edward J., Esq. 

Balme, E. B. W., Esq. . 

Bannerman, Sir Alexander, Bart. 

Bengough, J. C., Esq. 

Bennett, W. J, Esq. 

Bone, Allan B., Esq. 

Buck, Rev. W. H. M. . 

Burr, Higford, Esq. 

Capper, Rev. Daniel . 

Carr, Rev. J. H. 

Carj'-Elwes, Dudley G., Esq. 

Charles, J. S., Esq. . . (Don.) 

Coleridge, Rt.- Hon. Lord. 

Columbia, Ven. Archdeacon of 

Compton, Rev. Berdmore 

Davies, Rev. T. L. O. . .05 

Da vies-Cooke, Captain J. R., R.A. o 10 

Dawson, Rev. William 

Denison, Alfred, Esq. 

Drake, Miss O. T. . 

Edwards, Lieut. F. J., R. E. 

Elwes, Rev. Edward L. . 

Exeter, Ven. Archdeacon of 

Faussett, Rev. Godfrey . (Don.) 

Foster-Melliar, W. M., Esq. 

France, Miss 

Fremantle, Rev. S. J. 

Gilman, R. J., Esq. . 

Goddard, A. L., Esq., M.P. . .1x0 

Gough, W. L., Esq 056 

Green, Melvill, Esq. . 

Grey, Hon. and Rev. F. R. 

Hall, A. W., Esq. . 

Hardy, J. Stewart, Esq., M.P. 

Hayter, Lieut. F., R.N. . 

Herbert, Major-Gen. the Rt. Hon. Sir 

Percy, M.P. . 
Hope, Rev. Douglas 
Hopkinson, W. L., Esq., M.D. 
Hoste, Rev. P. . 
Hunter, Leslie, Esq. 
Hutchinson, Rev. Canon 
King, Rev. Canon 
Kitchen, T. M., Esq.. 

Larkins, C. E., Esq. . . .066 

Latham, P. A., Esq. 



Lightfoot, Rev. Canon 
Limerick, Rt. Hon. Earl of 
Lomax, M. J., Esq. 
Lovell, Mr. A. . . . 
Mackreth, E. F., Esq. . 
Maj r, R. H., Esq., F.S.A. . 
Mason, Rev. E.V. . . (Don.) 
Mayer, S. R.Townshend, Esq. (Ditto) 
Metcalfe, E., Esq. . 
Meynell, Godfrey, F., Esq. 
Moncrieff, Lieut. -Col. G. H. . 
Moysey, H. G., Esq. 
Nettleton, J. O., Esq. . (Don.) 
Niblett, J. D. Thomas, Esq. (DittO; 
Norman, J. G., Esq. 
Parker, Francis, Esq. 
Parker, F. Searle, Esq. . 
Parker, Sir W. B., Bart. . 
Parsons, James, Esq. 
Pollock, Hon. Baron . 
Reavely, Thomas, Junior, Esq. 
Ridley, Rev. N. J. . 

R. M. S 

Rolfe, Mrs. Neville . 
Ross, Major W. H. . 
Selwyn, Rev. E. J. 
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R.N. 



Seymer, E. C. Ker, Esq. 
Scott, Lord Henry J., M.P. 
Shanks, Hemsley H., Esq., 
Shaw-Hellier, Captain T. B. 
Smith, Dudley R., Esq. . 
Smith, H. A. Wyatt, Esa. 
Stanley, Hon. and Rev. A. C. 
Steward, Lieut. -Col. R. O. (1873 and 

1874) .... 
Storer, Charles, Esq., M.D. 
Thicknesse, Rev. Canon . (Don.) 
Turner, Thomas, Esq. 
Vaughan, Evan, Esq. 
Waller, Major W. N., R.A. . 
Watson, W. Spencer, Esq. 
West, H. Wyndham, Esq., Q.C. 
Whamcliifc, Rt. Hon. Lord 
Whitaker, Thomas S., Esq. . 
Wilberforce, R. G., Esq. . 
Willis, Major W.,R.M. . 
Willington, Francis, Esq. 
Wiltshire, George W., Esq. . 
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I^ee Warner, H. J.,' Esq. 

*** fVtf would remind our friends that the price of a single copy of the ADVOCATE 

is One Penny ; but that it is sent gratuitously every month to each Subscriber 

to the Association ofYiwv. Shillings and upwards. 

The Editor of the Free and Open Church Advocate will be greatly obliged 

by friends of the movement sending him notes of progress ^ Scc.^ for publication. 

Copies of the Advocate for gratuitous circulation locally will be sent in return.. 

Issued by authority of the Co\3^cii. of the l^o^\>o^ Y-R.^^ and Open Church 
Association. Copies may be had on application to the Secretary, 25, Norfolk 
Street^ Strand, fV.C., or will be sent for One Year to any address on receipt of 
Eighteen Penny Stamps, 

Cheques and Post-office Orders in aid of the Futids of the Association should be 
made payable to the Treasurer , Edwin C. Ireland, Esq, Cheques crossed 
"Union Bank of London." ' 

GILBERT AND RIVINGTON, PRINTERS, ST. JOHN'S SQUARE, LONDON. 
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|he London Free and Open Church Association. — 
The ordinary Monthly Meeting of the Executive 
Council was held at the office, 25, Norfolk Street, Strand, 
on Wednesday evening, the 2nd September. Alfred 
Buckley, Esq., presided, and there were present — Henry 
Radcliffe, Esq. ; Edward M. Courtney, Esq. ; Henry Lias, Esq. ; 
C. Graham Carttar, Esq. ; Alexander H. Watson, Esq. ; J. L. Vin- 
cent, Esq. y Richard B. Prosser, Esq. ; Henry Sutton, Esq. ; and 
Mr. Vernon, Secretary. The minutes of meeting of 5th August 
wfere read and confirmed. A letter was read from the Lord Bishop 
of Ely consenting to become a Patron of the Association. Edward 
A. Clegg, Esq., of Shore House, Littleborough, Lancashire, was 
elected a Life Vice-President The balance at the bank was reported 
to be j£4 Ss. lod, in favour of the Association. Bills amounting to 
jQdo i^s, 6\d, were passed for payment as soon as funds would 
permit. A form of Prayer for the objects of the Association was 
considered and agreed to, and ordered to be printed. Among other 
matters, the Secretary reported that at Tewkesbury Abbey, which 
was about to be restored, one of the first things to be done would 
be the removal of the old square pews and the substitution of chairs 
or open seats, which it was intended should be entirely free and 
unappropriated. A detailed account of the proposed alterations will 
be found on page 63. 

[It will be observed that after payment of the bills allowed by the 
Council, there will be a balance against the Association, and due to 
the '5'reasurer, of ;^55 4f. S\d, We trust this deficit will not be 
permitted to remain ; but that friends will contribute liberally to the 
urgent need of the Council, whose efforts must necessarily be 
cramped by want of funds. We take this opportunity of reminding 
Members and Associates whose contributions are in arrear, that under 
Rule IV. all annual Suhscripiions are payable in advance on the 1st 
day of January, — Ed.] 

Spinney Hills, Leicester.— The Rev. J. F. Bumaby is about to erect a new 
church at his own cost in this neighbourhood, a rapidly-increasing new suburb of 
Leicester. Not only does Mr. Bumaby provide the ground and the building, but 
he is prepared to endow the church, so that it shall be entirely Free and Unappro- 
priated. Sir Gilbert Scott is proceeding with the plans. Mr. Bumaby, it is stated, 
Isl not likely to contribute less than from ^£'30,000 to ;^40,ooo for the object he has 
in view. 
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Tewkesbury (Vol. II., p. 55). — In the Advocate for July and August we gave 
a short notice of the Public Meeting held at the Com Exchange in this town, on 
the evening of July loth, and we now, in fulfilment of a promise then made in 
consequence of the brevity of that notice, give a fuller account of the speeches 
delivered. We regret that want of space prevents our giving an outline of the 
sermons preached liy the Rev. J. S. Jones, in the ^^bbey Church, on the following 
Sunday; we hope to find room for it next month. 

Sir Edmund Lechmere, Bart., as Chairman, impressed upon the meeting 
that even in cases (and in country parish churches especially) where there was a 
difficulty in introducing the Free and Open principle /«r <?/j2W//<?, some advance 
might be made by substituting a personal for a house appropriation of sittings. In 
such cases the churchwardens would at certain intervals see that every parishioner 
had, as far as possible, room for himself and his family, whilst the spirit of exclu- 
siveness and other evils engendered by the appropriation of sittings to particular 
houses or property would be removed. 

The Rev. G. Barnes said that if a man were to consult the Holy Scriptures to 
settle the question of precedency among * * seatholders " in the House of God, he 
would find himself in pretty much the same predicament as a late bachelor dean in 
the North of England, who, on being referred to by two canons to decide the same 
question between their respective wives, consulted the charter, and was amused to 
find that, so far from deciding that point, the charter did not contemplate the 
canons having any wives at all ! As poor Edward Irving grandly replied to his 
accusers' taunt that the " .<ieatholders were against him, **I never heard that 
* seatholders ' had any place or authority in the primitive Church at all." In 
fact, the principle of religious equality was the teaching not only of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, but of the light of nature, and observed in the temples of heathenism. The 
Gospel rather taught that preference should be shown to those who most needed 
it, the poor and unlearned. ** Hath not God chosen the poor?" That principle, 
however, not only struck at letting of seats, but at appropriation altogether. It 
might be argued, that where the accommodation exceeded the number of parish- 
ioners, it was not wrong to appropriate. But if the principle of equality meant 
anything, it meant that not only ha,d one parishioner as much right to a seat as 
another, but to aj good a. seat as ^mother : and it was impossible to appropriate in 
such a case without violating that principle. 

The Rev. J. S. Jones said that as he should have occasion on the Sunday to 
speak to them on the religious, side of the question, he should now address him- 
self to its social aspects. It was of the utmost importance that the Church as a 
national institution should not be found wanting in the doing of national work ; 
that the clergy should not seem to be the officers of a class of the community, and 
out of sympathy with the people at large. Engaged as he was at that very time 
in organizing Church defence, he should not be suspected of indifference to the 
Church's claims ; but if those qlaims were to he sustained they must be rested on a 
basis far other than that of the Pew system. The day of patriarchal patron- 
age had gone for ever, and an age which demanded for the labourer honest pay 
for honest work, rather than poor pay eked out by charity, would not long endure 
Church arrangements which gave him, wheire it gave him anything, a "Free 
seat," instead of a right. Only in churgh were men really equal, and it was intoler- 
able that only in church should that equality be denied. The speaker proceeded 
to show that the system of Offertory, whereby it was proposed to sustain the need- 
ful work of the Church, was the best adapted to the habits and circumstances of 
our own time and country. 

Major Heales, F.S.A., referring to the earliest notices of Pews, said it would 
appear that th^ very word was unknown until after the middle of the fourteenth 
century, and then, and even for three centuries later, it was applied to any small 
enclosure, such as a sheep-pen o? a box, at a theatre. Although, subsequent to the 
disorganization of ecclesiastical a^aifs.in the sixteenth century, a power was assumed 
by the bishops of granting faculties to individuals to build, or else to occupy a 
" particular seat, yet there was no evidence of any general appropriation of the seats 
in a church until the beginning of the next century ; and even then there was no 
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reason to suppose that it went beyond conferring a preference, or that it pretended 
to give exclusive rights to some when there was not accommodation for all. And, 
in fact, doubt existed whether such faculties were not absolutely void, as being 
opposed to the ancient common law under which, in the earliest pew case on 
record, it was decided that the church was for the use of the parishioners in com- 
mon, that a single private seat was a nuisance to all, and that any person might 
remove it for his o^vn ease and standing. The present system, thus in. its origin 
devoid of an iquity, was most fruitful of mischiefs; and he urged the meeting to 
give their hearty assistance to the Society in sweeping it away and restoring the 
churches of the land to the parishioners in common. 

Tewkesbury Abbey Church. — This fine old Church, the nave of which 
dates from the early part of the twelfth century, and whose stately proportions are 
not inferior to those of some of our Cathedrals, will shortly undergo a partial 
restoration, in anticipation of its thorough restoration at the hands of Sir G. G. 
Scott, it being proposed to carry out the work in sections. The hideous galleries 
and lath-and -plaster partitions, together with a huge canopied Corporation **pew," 
have been already removed, and the organ gallery, which occupies the position of 
the old rood loft, will shortly follow. The ancient carved oak stalls, which are 
in very good preservation, will be moved to their original position east of the 
transepts. The pews, some square and some oblong, which were introduced in 
the year 1796, and which, according to the fashion of that period, face towards all 
the points of the compass, will also be cleared away, and chairs or open benches 
substituted. The entire area of the Church from east to west will thus be thrown 
open and made available for worship, and the seats will, as indeed is the case at 
present, be entirely free and unappropriated. The restoration will be a costly one, 
although the Church is, we believe, in substantial repair ; but the simple removal of 
about an acre of two coats of whitewash will form no inconsiderable item in the 
expense, not to mention the reparation of the unrivalled series of altar-tombs 
clustered round the choir, and the renewing of a good deal of stone work ruthlessly 
hacked and cut about by the restorers (?) of 1 796, when fitting the wood-work and 
galleries. A Restoration Committee has been formed, which includes the 
names of Earl Beauchamp, Lord Sudeley, W. E. Dowdeswell, Esq., M.P.; J. 
Reginald Yorke, Esq., M.P. ; T. Gambler Parry, Esq. ; the Vicar, the Rev. 
Canon Da vies, and others. Sir Edmund A. H. Lechmere, Bart., is the Chair- 
man, and in such hands we feel sure the work will not be allowed to languish. 
A London Committee to assist in collecting the necessary funds is also in process 
of formation, the names of which we hope to announce shortly. Meanwhile a plan 
of the Church, showing the proposed alterations may be seen at the Offices of the 
Association, as also photographic views and books illustrating the history of this 
venerable building. 

All Saints, Cheadle Hulme, Manchester. — The success of the Weekly 
Offertory, where it has fair play in a strictly free and unappropriated church, and 
where the people are assiduously taught to make their offerings of money part of 
the worship to Almighty God, is illustrated in the case of this church. Our 
earnest fellow-labourer in the Open Church cause, the Rev. J. H. D. Cochrane, 
the vicar, is certainly deserving of all credit in having through good and evil 
report carried out a great principle of Christian worship, the blessings of which he 
and his people are now enjo)4ng. The following Tai)le will show the steady 
improvement that has taken place in the finances of the church since its consecra- 
tion in 1863 : — 



£ 

First year 85 

Second year 113 

Third year 166 

Fourth year 199 

Fifth year 233 

Sixth year 234 

— Monthly Paper of the Chester Diocesan Open Church Association. 
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Seventh year 269 14 8 

Eighth year 300 13 o 

Ninth year 299 8 o 

Tenth year 309 13 o 

Eleventh year .... 400 10 o 
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The Bishop of London on Non- Appropriation. — At the Fifty-sixth 
General and Nineteenth Annual Meeting of the London and Middlesex Arhseo- 
logical Society, held on the nth August, the Bishop of London delivered an 
Address of welcome to the members in the ancient Hall of Fulham Palace, at the 
close of which he said (according to the Standard) : "It was somewhat unfortunate 
that the large increase in the population of Middlesex and Surrey should take place 
between the years 1720 and 1820, for that was a period not the most brilliant in 
the architecture of our country. The old towers of the churches were in conse- 
quence left standing, and the additions in new stone added. Of this there were 
many specimens at Richmond, Twickenham, Hampton, and even Fulham. He 
thought the high pews in churches should be got rid of, that Free, Unappropriated 
seats should be left everywhere for the inhabitants, so that all who worship the same 
God should do so on a common level, being descended from the same stock. If 
these things were attended to by the Society they would be doing a great work for 
the churches of the diocese. In many cases the work was done, in some others it 
required to be done (applause)." 

Child's Hill, Kilburn. — A friend on whom we can rely writes to the 
Secretary : — The Vicar does most heartily and entirely agree with the principles of 
the Free and Open Church Movement, and would be happy to do anything in his 
power to promote it. He is, however, in an awkward position for doing much. 
His church has always been let out in sittings, with a small reserve for the poor. 
The trustees and churchwardens are firmly opposed to its being thrown open and 
made free, and the Vicar has to do what he does against their direct protest. 
There is no Endowment of the church, and the Vicar is dependent on the pew-rents 
for his income. Three years ago these amounted to about ;f 200 a year, but as 
people have given up their pews he has desired the collector of the rents not to let 
them again, so that now the church is nearly free, and the income only about 
jCyo a year. Mr. Bateman has, to compensate in some degree for this falling off, 
established a weekly offertory, but which only amounts to about 25J. a week, and 
out of it all church expenses have to be paid. You will see, therefore, that he is 
trying what he can do to maintain the principle, but at a great pecuniary sacrifice, 
which he feels all the more from having lost the chief part of his private income 
during the past year, and which prevents his doing what he otherwise would have 
done. The church is open every day, from the morning about seven to dusk, for 
purposes of private devotion. We have never yet lost anything, and have no 
watchers. The Vicar is usually in the vestry till 12 o'clock, but after that it is 
left in the care of the angels, for no one else looks after it. 

St. Pancras, Euston Road.— Mr. Herbert Bullock writes to the Church 
Times zs follows : — "On Hospital Sunday I was naturally anxious to attend my 
parish church, and my experience was so painful that a description of it might 
possibly afford a remedy. The building— as I am told is usual — was very crowded ; 
that is to say, some dozens of people were waiting to be shown into sittings, but 
although the pews were many of them empty, and others contained only two or 
three persons, the pew-opener assured us that she could not venture to accommo- 
date us until it was beyond doubt that the renters — or, as she styled them, * the 
owners' — would not arrive : we accordingly waited patiently until the Psalms were 
ended, fully believing that our turn would soon come, and although we saw many 
served with seats, we in our simplicity supposed that they were of the regular 
congregation. On inquiry of my neighbour, however, he pointed out to me that 
the politeness on the part of our friend in the cap was entirely due to a judicious 
system of * tipping,' which was in force in this church, and without which you 
stood a poor chance of being accommodated before the sermon commenced. Now, 
sir, I most assuredly call attention to this lamentable state of things not merely 
because I and many others who cannot afford, or from conscientious motives are 
unable to pay a rent of 30?. or £2 2s. a year for a seat in the parish church to 
which each parishioner, be he rich or poor, has an equal and absolute right, but 
because I feel fully convinced that the house of God is not a place where you 
should niggle and barter as a preliminary to public worship. I can hardly believe 
that the Vicar of St. Pancras is alive to the necessary mischief of farming out the 
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seats. Let me advise him as a means of increasing thfe offertory, the smallness 
of which he bitterly lamented in his last sermon, (i) to correspond with the Secre- 
' tary of the Free and Open Church Association, and (2) to substitute alms bags 
taken round from seat to seat for those hideous pewter plates held at the door by 
bland-looking gentlemen in black, of whom the late Bishop of Winchester once 
remarked, *I saw a beggar at the door but I didn't give him anything.' *■ 

St. Mary, Willesden. — A member of the Association writes to the Secretary 
as follows : — I had the pleasure to attend Evening Service at this church yesterday 
(August 14), and I noticed the faculty pew which, from being of a different style and 
height, &c., to the other seats, is an eyesore—lamentably so in more senses than 
one, on account of the exclusive spirit, &c., by which it is occupied. Its dimen- 
sions are about 12 by 9 feet, and being raised about 18 inches above the other seats 
of the church, its position is very unfortunate, for it is next to and in front of the 
chancel, so interrupting the view of that most sacred part of the church to the 
worshipper. There is a carved crest on the exterior of the pew, whilst inside is a 
brass-plate headed by a crest, and engraved with these words : — 

"By adjudication in the Consistory Court of the Bishop of London, dated a4th April, x8<x, this 
pew was declared to be by prescription appurtenant to Neasdon House, in this parish of Willesden, 
the residence of Joseph Nicoll, Esq." 

The NicoUs have left Neasdon Hguse, which is now inhabited by a branch of 
their family named ** Prout " — a niece of, and iust as bad in regard to this exclusive 
pew, &c., as, NicoU. The present "owners of this hideous eyesore will not 
consent even to its being cut down level in height with the other seats. The church 
was restored and reseated in 1852, when the Vicar was the Rev. R. W. Burton, 
and the Wardens were Messrs. J. Sparks and G. Veale. — E. H. 

St. Mary's, West Butterwick, Rotherham. — In a letter to the Secretary, 
written in June last, the Rev. D. J. White, Vicar of this parish, says:— Since 
coming here I have realized more than ever the great evils of the pew system in its 
injurious effects on the religion of the people. The church was built to supersede 
an old " chapel of ease," and at the time of the opening of the new church, certain 
seats were assigned to members of households formerly occupying seats in the old 
church. Hence, although a large proportion of the seals are declared to be * * Free, " 
any person who has not a pew assigned to him, and does not know which are 
appropriated, is liable to be regarded as an intruder if he rashly seats himself with- 
out inquiry. In visiting the people and urging them to come to church, I am 
constantly met with the remark, **I haven't a seat in church, and I shouldn't like 
to intrude into somebody else's." Sometimes the story is varied, and I am told 
that ** I used to go once ; but Mr. Smith and me disagreed about a pew, so I said I'd 
never go nigh the church again — and I goes to the Wesleyans." The consequence 
of all this is, that the principal farmers of the place, with their families, go to 
church, and the labourers go to meeting-houses, and seem likely to do so. If I am 
ever able to effect the re-seating of the church with open benches, I shall hope to 
regain the many wanderers ; but this seems at present a hopeless prospect. I have, 
further, found the high seats (or pews) an effectual hindrance to getting the children 
to come to church. One Sunday a number of them came, and the consequence 
was that they behaved badly and disturbed the rest of the people ; and some of 
them, moreover, managed to seat themselves in pews which were appropriated, 
and this resulted in sundry threats **not to go any more to hear Mr. White if he 
allows them children to come into my seat ! " Some of the regular church people 
seem to recognize the evil when I point it out to them ; but the prejudice in favour 
of having " a seat of one's own " is so deeply rooted that I see no prospect of a 
remedy. I only wish some of them were of the same mind with a farmer whom I 
met in another parish the other day. He said, ** There's a many of us likes them 
Free and Open seats, sir, they're so good to get out of. " I don't think he meant 
it for a joke, but simply intended to say that they admit of easy entrance and exit. 
I know you will be glad to hear that in most respects I am encouraged with the 
work of my new parish. 

Trtnii'y Church and Mission Chapel, St. Giles's. — We hope to give an 
account of this in Aur next, from the Church Builder. 
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Skirbeck, near Boston. — It has been determined thoroughly to restore 
this ancient parish church, which is now "little better than a ruin." The archi- 
tect is Sir Gilbert Scott, and the estimated cost of restoration is about £$000 : 
subscriptions towards which as yet amount only to ;^2200. We rejoice to learn 
from the Rector — the Rev. R. E. Roy — that when the church is reopened for 
public worship, "all seats will be Free and Unappropriated." 

Ramsgate. — The Vicar writes : — I am sorry to say that both my churches are 
built under special private Acts of Parliament which have fixed the payment of 
pew-rents, and that there is no Endowment whatever for this parish of 10,000 
people. On the other hand, I am thankful that in the parish church, which holds 
2000 persons, 1200 seats are for e^wtx free; and we have built a Missionary 
church in the midst of our poor, all the seats in which ox^free and unappropriatea 
(see Advocate^ Vol. II., p. 58). It is very deeply to be regi-etted that when 
the parish of Ramsgate was formed out of St. Lawrence, and the parish church 
built in l8«7, nearly, if not quite, ;^30,oob were spent in the fabric of the church, 
and not one penny set apart for an Endowment Fund. At present (I have only 
been here a year and six months) I do not see any possibility of making any change, 
though I should gladly do so if it were in my power. 

Christ Church, W B . A letter of which the following is a 

copy has been received by the Secretary: — I am Vicar of a Parish of 16,000 
people. The Endowment of the Living is only ;^I75 per ann. ; it is made up to 
about ;^300 by pew-rents, which I hate' and detest, and which every day of my 
life I prove to be a source of weakness to the Church. Yet what am I to do ? we 
have a weekly Offertory, but that only just serves to meet Church expenses, &c., 
neither is it likely to do much more so long as pew-rents continue. If I had not 
three Curates to find stipends for I would say good-bye to the pew-rents to-morrow, 
but I must live somehow, and after all, what is ;^300 a year to live upon ? Or 
again, if the Ecclesiastical Comiflissioners would make up the income to ;^300 a 
year, I would do the same in a moment and most gladly. This is my position at 
present. With you and your Association I am one in heart and soul — would that 
I could say also in deed and act. I will gladly subscribe "Js. 6d. to the Associ- 
ation ; when I have abolished pew-rents I will promise a guinea. — R. H. 

All Saints, Murston, near Sittingbourne. The parish church of All 
Saints, rebuilt on a new site, was consecrated by the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury on Wednesday, July 22. This parish was formerly an obscure hamlet 
of seventy inhabitants, but brick-fields have been established in the neighbour- 
hood ; the population had grown to 700 at the last census, the old agricultural 
labourer having altogether given place to the brick-maker. On the death of the 
late Rector, Dr. Poore, in i866, the Rev. J. S. Hoare, Fellow of St. John's College, 
Cambridge, was presented to the cure, whose first work was to rebuild the rectory 
house, unfortunately burnt down while under repair. A national school was built 
in 1868 ; and, lastly, the old ruined church has been removed, and everything of 
interest in the structure transferred to the new building on a more convenient site. 
Plans in the Early English or Transition style having been prepared by Mr. W. 
Burges, the work of building was commenced in March, 1873. ^^^ church will 
accommodate nearly 400 persons, and the total cost has been about ;^3000, tl e 
greater part of the expense having been borne by the Rector and his friends. There 
was a full Choral Service, the choir consisting mainly of brick -makers and their 
sons, who have been carefully trained under the guidance of the Rector. The 
offertories on the day of consecration and the following Sunday amounted to over 
jf 130 ; but there is a debt of nearly ;^400 upon the church, and funds have still 
to be raised for the completion of Mr. Burges s plans by the addition of another 
story to the tower and a spire. 

[We should be glad to know whether the brick -makers approve the pew system. 
It is to be regretted that those gentlemen who report such events as the above 
for the newspapers do not think it worth while to say whether or not the seats 
are appropriated. They dwell with evident gusto on mere material changes, utterly 
ignoring other and more important ones, personally affecting the parishioners at 
large. Perhaps some correspondent will inform us what system of seating the 
parishioners obtains at this church. — Ed.] 
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The Vicar of Whittlesey and the Agricultural Labourers' Look- 
out. — The Rev. Dr. Burgess wrote as follows to the Times on the 9th of April : — 
" The watchfulness I have felt it my duty to exercise over the operation of the 
laws relating to field labour has subjected me to much obloquy and some persecu- 
tion from those who have openly or covertly endeavoured to evade them. I have 
even gone still further, and have succeeded in making the parish church entirely 
free, and have thus gained for the labourer what he esteems the great privilege of 
coming to worship God on a level with all his fellow-Christians, without being 
relegated to a dark comer, or being overwhelmed while sitting on a bench by the 
shadow of his master and his family in a cloth-lined and cushioned pew." Later 
on Dr. Burgess wrote to the same journal : '* I find it necessary to ask permission 
to state in the Times that the town and district of Whittlesey are quite free from 
agrarian agitation, and,,! hope, are likely to remain so." After describing the 
harmony in his parish and several exceptional circumstances enabling him to act 
freely and to exercise a salutary influence over the lalxjurers there, the vicar says : 
** But there is in my case another equally strong cause of clerical independence, 
namely, the independence I am able to feel of pecuniary obligations to wealthy 
persons in the conduct of my parish, for where pew-rents exist, or where church 
expenses in the absence of church-rates have to be secured by personal application 
to the rich men of the parish, there is, of course, a tendency to avoid giving 
oflfence. As I observed in my last letter, my church is made entirely free, and 
abundant funds for the stipends of officers, for organist and choir, for lighting and 
warming, and for keeping the church as clean as one's drawing-room, are obtained 
by collections after every service. £igo was collected in this way in the year end- 
ing with the present Easter, and I know that a large portion of this came from the 
pockets of those journeymen farmers on whom the free system has conferred such 
an inestimable benefit. I am hardly in a position to tell how I should feel if all 
the circumstances were reversed ; that is to say, if I were a frequent guest with a 
resident lord of the manor, or my humble vicarage were overshadowed by a ducal 
mansion, or if I depended upon voluntary gifts in the form of pew-rents for the 
support of my family or the payment of church expenses. Still, as a matter of 
principle, I cannot entertain a moment's doubt that it is the duty of the clergy at 
large to espouse the cause of the weakest in this great contest. Social arrange- 
ments and political and economic theories may dictate caution and even neutrality, 
but the higher dictates and sentiments of our common Christianity appeal to us in 
much louder tones. That the poor had the Gospel preached to them was a test 
of its divinity propounded by our Lord Himself, and where the Gospel is preached 
with anything like sincerity tender emotions will be manifested towards the poor, 
the weak, and the fallen." 

The Vicar very wisely seized the opportunity of preaching a sermon on the sub- 
ject of Labour Unions, and the result was a crowded congregation of the persons 
most interested, which would have been impossible in a rented or an appropriated 
church. A neighbouring clergyman, who was present, bears testimony to the 
impressiveness of the scene, and the apparent influence exerted upon the men in a 
manner which must be most gratifying to the rev. doctor. We may refer our 
readei-s to pp. 50 and 61 of our first volume for an accouht of St. Andrew's, Whit- 
tlesey, and a record of the Vicar's experience of it as a Free and Open Church. 

The Eighth Annual Report of the London Free and Open Church Asso- 
ciation for 1873-4, was issued last month. In addition to the usual matter, it 
contains a carefully prepared list of Churches in London and its suburbs, showing 
those which are Free (i.e. whose seats are unappropriated ), those in which 
the Weekly Offertory is in use, and those Open for Private Prayer, with, in each 
case, the hours specified during which they may be used. We should add that 
this list, although compiled from Mackeson^s Guide to the Churches of London, 
1874, has been made as complete as possible by information in the possession of 
the Council. With reference to the statistical summary of Free and Open 
Churches recently given under the head of "Progress" (Vol. IL, p. 45), we 
extract the figures on our next page from the Council's Report as being more 
accurate than those previously quoted by us. 
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Table showing the absolute and relative increase in the number of London Churches 
where the objects of the Association are wholly or partially carried out. 





1868. 


1869. 


1870 


X87X. 


1872. 


1873. 


1874. 


Free Seats 


48 7.8 


49 


7.9 


6s' 10 


102 


15 


no' 15.8 


129 


16.6 


130 17.1 


Weekly Offertory 


104' 17 


io6 


17.1 


128 19.7 


156 


28 


214 


80 


246 


88.1 


33143.6 


Open for Private Prayer . 


- 


- 


23 


8.7 


36 4 


26 


88 


6s 


9 


72 


9.7 


96 


127 


Total Churches enume-\ 
rated J 


617 


- 


620 


- 


6si - 


677 


- 


719 


- 


742 


- 


759 


- 



The figures in ordinary type give the absolute number of churches, and those 
in black type the percentage of Churches. Thus in the year 1871 there were in 
London and the suburbs 102 Free Churches, or 15 per cent, of the entire number 
in that district ; 156 had the weekly offertory, or 23 per cent, of the whole ; whilst 
there were only 26, or 3.8 per cent, open for private prayer. The Council will be 
thankful for any information that will enable them to make their lists more complete 
next year. 



SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED FROM 

£> s. d. 
Acres. Rev. John . . . o s o 

Agutter, B., Esq., Mus. Bac. (Don. 

and Sub.) x 
A Poor Parishioner . . (Don.) o 
Ash worth, Rev. F. G. E. (Don.) o 
Barton, Gerard, Esq. . . . x 

Brooks, Thomas, Esq. (187s) . . a 
Clegg, Edward A., Esq. (Vice- 
President's Life Sub.) . . . tx 
Corbet, Rev. R. W. . . . x 

Davies, Rev. J. S. . . (Don.) o 
Drummond, Rev. A. H. . . . x o 
Everitt, Capt. H., R.M.A. (X874 to 

1883) ' . 9 xo 

Hankey, Rev. Claude . . . x x 
Hannam, Henry J., Esq, . . x x 

Hicks, Rev. t. Wale . . .as 
Hunt, Aug. H., Esq. . . . x x 
Jacobson, Rev. W. B. R. . . x x 

James, Frank, Esq. . . 9 » 

Lias, Henry, Esq. . . .. .99 



AUGUST 8th to SEPT. 5TH, 1 874. 



8 6 
5 o 
5 o 



S o 



Lowe, Rev. (^non . 

Marshall, Rev. T. Outram 

Merriman, J. J., Esq. 

Pake, Bowes A., Esq. 

Penny, Mr. W. C. . 

Pleasant, Mr. Henry 

Richardson, Rev. Clanoii . 

Rudge, Rev. Frederick . 

Selfe, J. H. J., Esq. (Sub. and Don.) 

Smith, Rev. John . . . . 

Smith, Rev. Wharton B. 



£ s. d 



(Don.) 096 

.0x0 

5 6 

5 o 

6 o 



o 5 



Swabey, Dr. C. M., Q.C (X873 and 

1874) a 9 

Ware, Rev. F. L x x 

Weeks, Thomas H., Esq. . . x x 

Whichelo, A. G., Esq. . . .0x0 
Willis, Rev. Edmund . . . x x 
Wilson, Rev. Alfred . . . .0x0 
Wilson, Thomas H., Esq. . . o 10 
Young,. Miss S. A. M. . . .05 



THIS CHURCH 
IS 

OPEN DAILY 

FOR 
PRIVATE PRAYER. 

[The above announcement^ in the form of a poster printed in red and black, 
for Church doors, will be supplied gratis on application, by the Secretary of the 
London Free and Open Churcn Association. ] 

The Editor of the Free and Open Church Advocate wiU be greatly obliged 
by friends of the movement sending him notes of progress y Scc^ for publication. 
Copies of the K'DVOChl'E.for grcUuitous circulation locally will be sent in return. 

Issued by authority of the Council, of the Vo^sDO^ Free and Open Church 
Association. Copies may be had on application to the Secretary, 25, Norfolk 
Street, Strand, IV. C., or will be sent for One Year to any address on receipt of 
Eighteen Penny Stamps. 

Cheques and Post-office Orders in aid of the Funds of the Association should be 
made payable to the Treasurer, Edwin C. Ireland, Esq. Cheques crossed 
"Union Bank of London." 



GILBERT AND RIVINGTON, PRINTERS, ST. JOHN's SQUARE, LONDON. 
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Being the Monthly Paper of the London Free and Open Church Association. 



Vol. II. OCTOBER 15TH, 1874. No. 34. 

[HE ordinary Monthly Meeting of the Council of the 
London Free and Open Church Association having 
been postponed from the 7th inst. until yesterday the 
14th, in order that members might attend the Church 
Congress at Brighton, we are unable to give our usual 
report of its proceedings. 

At the Church Congress at Brighton, the discussion on our prin- 
ciples, on the 8th, was very interesting; and the daily press is 
unanimous in saying that *' one of the most practical results of the 
Congress appears to be the fuller acceptance of the Free and Open 
Church system.*' In our next we shall give a summary of the 
speeches. 

St. Bartholomew's, Brighton. — On Tuesday, the 8th ultimo, this new 
church in Anne-street, London-road, was opened. The cost was 16,000/., and 
defrayed by the Rev. A. D. Wagner, vicar of St. Paul. The designs were by 
Mr. E. H. Scott ; the style, early Italian Gothic. The church is situated in a 
working-class district, and appears likely to be much used, a temporary building 
heretofore in use having been overcrowded. Allowing six cubic feet for each, it 
will provide accommodation for 1500 worshippers comfortably, though, in a case 
of necessity, space for a much larger number can be found. The seats are plain 
wooden chairs, with a ledge on each for books 5 and the pulpit is a temporary 
wooden one, afterwards to be replaced by a beautiful stone erection. The new 
church is one of three mission churches established in connexion with St. Paul's, 
and, therefore, has not a separate parish attached to it. The dedication services 
commenced with a celebration of Holy Communion by the Rev. J. J. Greene at 
five o'clock. At eight o'clock there was a third celebration by the Bishop of 
Chichester. A large number of communicants received at each of the celebra- 
tions ; about looo persons were present at the one at half-past six. After eleven 
o'clock Matins, a sermon was preached by the Bishop, and was a masterly advocacy 
of the system of Free and Open Churches, with a tribute of praise to the generous 
donor of the new church. Over 2000 persons were present, and many had to 
leave for want of room. 

Brighton. — The Vicar (the Rev. Dr. Hannah), by his scheme for appointing 
new districts to churches which abolish pew-rents, has raised the free seats from 
«6oo to 7600. — Guardian, 

St. Mary, Islington. — ** A Subscriber" sends us a copy of the printed 
** Statement of the Receipts and Expenditure of Mr. James Cook, Churchwarden 
for the year 1873— 4-" The "Parish Church Pew-rent Account" is full of 
edifying matter! It appears that the** Cash received from Pew-rents " during 
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the year amounted to £i^\i ijiir Amongst the items of expenditdre the following 
strike our friend and ourselves as very characteristic : — 

"Mr. Baker, Cushions and Hassocks, J^^ js. ; Mr. Burke, Water-bottles, 3^.; Mr. Rodwell, for 
I'ubs, 5r. 6dr.; Mr. Crespin, Wbes, ^^14 \gs.; Mr. Baker, Washing Surphces, £-30 x^r. (for two 
Clergy!); Messrs. Dawe, Collecting Boxes, £z: Pew Openers, £yj 15J.; One years Commission 
Collecting Pew-rents, £x^ ; Printmg Pew-rent Books, \6s. 6d.; Mr. Bilby, attending.Evening 
Services, £1^ xsx.; Mr. Baker, ditto, £j^ 4s." 

Here it will be noticed that the expenses attending the pew-rent system amount to 
^3 per cent, on, or nearly one-fourth of, the whole sum received by it ! With 
respect to the system here our friend ** Subscriber " says : — ** I have read through 
your * Parish Churches Bill * very carefully, aAd observe that by sec. 7 it exempts 
from its operation the letting of seats authorized by Church Building or other Acts 
of Parliament. The Islington Local Act, William IV., cap. 26, sec. 9, expressly 
authorizes the letting of pews in the Parish Church, and only one-fifth of the seats 
ere required by that Act to be Free and Open to the poor. I fear that we shall 
never see the benefits of the free and open system in the parish until the people 
themselves demand it and obtain an Act to repeal the existing one." We quite 
agree with our friend, and wish he would stir up his fellow-parishioners to protest 
against the monopoly of the common right of all by a favoured few. We are 
quite sure the Local A6t referred to does not compel the vicar and churchwardens 
to levy pew-rents. 

Trinity Church and Mission Chapel, St. Giles's in the Fields.— 
A striking article in the Church Buildery to which we referred in the Advocate for 
September (p. 63), describes only too vividly the moral and physical degradation 
of the denizens of St. Giles. ** Let a stranger pick his way down one of these 
harrow streets," says the writer, "and mount the first house he finds open; let 
him stumble up its dark, crooked stairs, breathe the stifling vapour that hangs over 
each smoke-dried door; let his courage not retreat from the shouts of di-unken 
quarrel that echo up the pitchy staircase, and let him grope his way into one of 
the filthy attics, and see six or eight human beings cooped together without respect 
to sex or age, health or decency, and he will learn that there are savages nearer 
than Fuegia, and heathens at home not a whit behind in degradation." Happily 
he goes on to point to a remedy already in successful operation, though its useful- 
ness is sadly circumscribed for want of funds. Those in favour of our principles 
— ahd we are glad to record their daily increasing number — cannot apply them 
with more unquestioned appropriateness than in cases such as the following: — 
•* Church work among these home heathen is nothing less than a crusade. Old- 
fashioned methods are as inadequate as a hand-engine to quench a burning paper- 
mill. The Clergy must be full of heroism and, flinging off delicate thoughts of 
dignity and dues, plunge into the thick of this holy war, while Churchmen who 
sit at home at ease must supply them with ammunition. Mission Chapels or 
School Churches deserve multiplication and liberal support. They ar^ inexpensive 
in construction, and do not scare shy comers by their dignified appearance. 
Services can be shortened and shaped to fit the capacities of the worshippers. 
Diocesan lay helpers can be employed, and the Clergy reserved for higher woik. 
A good specimen of such chapels may be seen in Duke-street, St Giles, where 
the Rev. H. A. D. Surridge has generously fitted up a School Church and gratui- 
tously conducts its services. The basement of a house forms a complete little 
church, while the upper rooms are arranged for men's clubs and women's sewing 
classes. A Saturday * Sunday-school ' is conducted with considerable success. 
The Incumbent, Rev. G. H. Stanton, hopes to see a Permanent and Free Church 
for the poor in the place of the present building. While the churches in St. 
Giles remain unendowed and wholly dependent on pew-rent's, they cannot become 
sufficiently evangelistic. * The London Mission ' proved that these outcasts are 
still within the Church's reach when the lodgiig-houses poured their human sinks 
into Trinity Church. St. Giles requires subdivision into manageable districts, and 
Mission Chapels on Mr. Surridge's model as the germs of future Churches." 

Tewkesbury (Vol. II., pp. 55, 62, 63).— We now give with great pleasure 
our long-promised outline of the Sermons preached in the venerable Abbey 
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Church, on Sunday, July 12th, by the Rev. J. S. Jones, Vicar of Hook, Kingston- 
on-Thames. The morning Sermon was on S. Matt. v. 20 (from the Gospel of the day), 
and urged that the Gospel called men to the higher path of self- renouncing charity ; 
that that obedience would of necessity end such thnigs as the pew system, under 
which "all seek their own," rather than "another's wealth." All such arguments a$ 
"I like this," and " I must have that," were surely out of place in th^ mouth of a 
disciple of Christ. Do not even the Pharisees so ? How could we hope to advancQ 
— whatever the just need of wisdom in the urging of all reforms — unless we set it 
before us as at all events an aim \o re^ch a higher standard of duty towards the 
souls of our neighbours thstn that of Sqribes and Pharisees? The preacher 
sketched the history of pews in England) the needs of our towns, and the scandals 
of country parishes, and urged on the Churchmen of Tewkesbury, whose fore« 
fathers had rescued their noble abbey from the spoiler, to repeat their example to 
the rest of England ; reminding them that the less flagrant the evil might seem ii) 
this case to be, the more edifying and effective would be the argument they 
would thereby put into his hg^nds. 

In the evenmg, preaching from Psalm Ixvi. 1%^ h^ urged the duty and blessing 
of offering to God ; that the sense of this blessing would enlarge and enrich th^ir 
own souls, and its general revival be a source of strength to the Church throughout 
the land which could not be over-estimated. H^ shQ>Yed the startling dispropor- 
tion between the national expenditure on religious and mor^^l and that on luxunous 
or evil objects, and urged » spirit of self^dedication which should include all they 
were and all they had, 

Another Ejection. — Our opponents frequently assert that, so far fronj 
there being insufficient church accommodation for worshippers, the majority 
of churches are scarcely filled at any service ; therefore, say they triumphantly, 
"The poor, and those you state are excluded, may come if they choose. How 
can people be kept away from half empty churches for want of room ? Who 
ever heard of anybody refused a seat or ejected from one ? " The newspapers, 
the Church of the People Magazine, and the Free and Open Church Advocate^ have 
often refuted these sophisms by recording_/wr/j. J-,et us give another, A Clerical 
member of the Association, writing from Somersetshire, says: "Think of the ill- 
nature appropriation engenders towards the hapless unprivileged, which is con- 
tinually showing itself in all Churches subject to this baleful system, and often in 
so rude a manner as to make one blush for our National Church, in this respect so 
lamentably self-deceiving. I will relate an instance to add to your stock from 
among many that have come under my own observation. I was at a watering- 
place which shall be nameless, and entered z, church one Sunday evening a few 
minutes before serviqe. A pewholder, seeing me standing a long while unheeded, 
took compassion on me— a rare stretch of politeness in an exclusive church — and 
kindly motioned me into his. The service had begun, and though vacant seats 
were still plentiful, at least a dozen persons were left wandering abqut. During 
the Psalms, having noticed three forlorn ladies wearily leaning against an empty 
pew in front of me, and looking wistfully into the enclosure, but wanting couratje 
to put an arm over and unbolt the door, my feelings were sq worked upon that I 
could not resist the impulse to reach apross and unfasten it for them, bnt no sooner 
was it done than my friend whispered to me pretty sharply, * You should not have 
done that, the owners will come.* And truly enough ; s<?arcely were the ladies 
inside than, horror of horrors ! in they came, Iqoking daggers towards their 
invaded possession, and opening the door with indignant haste, peremptorily 
beckoned forth their poor affrighted si<»ters, who, to their great credit, to save 9 
scene, at once succumbed, and left both pew and church as (Quickly as they could, 
with what looks and feelings I leave you to imagine, fis well as my own, and how 
intensely I renewed my vow of perpetual waras^re with a system so opposed to 
justice and subversive of Christian love." 

Syresham, Northampton. — This church, which was restored some seven 
years ago, has been reseated, and is now, we have reason to believe, entirely free 
and unappropriated, • The improvements have qost between ;f 600 and ^700. 
The church was reopened on the loih ult, with sermons by Canon Thiqkn^sse 
and Mr. Knox Little. 
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ALL SAINTS', CHELTENHAM. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREE AND OPEN CHURCit ADVOCATE. 

Sir, — In the July and August number of the Advocate (pp. 54, 55), you give an 
account — very fairly reported— of a Meeting recently held at Cheltenham on behalf of 
your Society, and also a communication from a friend with respect to All Saints' 
Church in th^t town, which communication you consider to Contain statements at 
variance with what I said at the Meeting. You further courteously invite me to 
make any ei^plfvnations with regard thereto. I do not see that any explanation is 
required, except to state that the printed notice quoted by your correspondent is 
of old date, ^nd that for the \^%\ two or thr^ yefirs the voluntary Church-rate* 
authorized annually by the Congregation, is asked for from all regular members of 
the Congr^g?ition whether they nave appropriated seMs or otherwise. The 
appropriatiQn of Si^ats in thftt ch\ir^ is simply a taatter of order and applies lo all 
classes. 

YouT oljedient Servant, 

John Walker, M,A., 
Papsh Cli^rchwaiSen of AH Samts' Church, Cheltenhfeuti. 

September 15th, 1874. 

ALL SAINTS', MURSTON, SITTlNGBOtJRNE. 

TO THE EEjITOR OF THE FREE ANp OPEN CHURCH ADVOCATE. 

Sir, — My attention has been calle^i to the notice of the consepration^of Mnritoii 
Church in the l?^st number of the Free and Qpen Church Advocate^ and your remarks 
thereupon (VdL II. p, 66), in which yon seem to suspept that the promoters of the 
new church have ** ignored pther ?md more important changes, personally affecting the 
parishioner^ at large." In a brief npticeof the opening of a new church it was hsuxily 
to be expepted that the provisions made by the churchwardens for the seating of the 
parishioner; would be stated, any mor^than many other interesting details respecting 
the mode of condupting pivine Service. Nor pgn it be s^id that the brickmakers;, 
whose chief predUectionsarein flavour of beer and profane language, have evinced any 
depided opinion either for or against the pew syjitem. 3ut you will doubtless be 
pleased to know that in this pojtipular instance the law of the Church has been 
fiilly parrip4 QUtf i^d that ev^ry se^t is absolutely free and ufiapprppriated. 

YovH? obedient Servant, 

J, S, HoAj^E, Rector of Murston. 

S^ptemb^r 20th, 1874, 

[Reference to our remark, taken e3?ception to by the Rector of Murston, will 
show that he lu^s misread what we wrote. Our complaint was, not that the 
promoters of the new churph at Mnrstpn had " ignored other and more important 
changes," but that the gpntl^men who report church restorations for the news- 
papers invariably do so, and l^^d done so in the case of Murston — which we are 
glad to learn on sudigood authority is entirely free and unappropriated. — Ed.] 

Spjrituaj, Destitutioi^, a Disgrace and a Danger. -^The London City 
Mission, in issuing their recent $ippeal for help, say, ^mong other stJitenients, that 

*' More than two-and-a-half millions cannot nnd room in the churches and 
chapels of London ; " and that 

** The irreligion of London exerts a powerful influence for evil on th§ multitudes 
who settle in London from the provinces and foreign lands." 

Again, the Additional Curates Society state that ** nefirty one half the popula- 
tion of the country is practically ejgcluded from the ChurcKs nnnistr(^ns. Of 
this half the population^— a moiety, say 5,cpo,ooo of people, chiefly of the middle 
classes, are to be foimd in the various Nonconformist bodies, who have organized 
themselves and made some provision for their own religious wants independently 
of the Church. There remain^ therefore^ another 5,000,000 or more, chiefly of the 
lower classes of the towns, for whose religious wants neither Church nor Dissent makes 
any provision, who are left entirely cUstitute of Spiritual care and oversight, and 
whose condition is at present a disgrace to us as a Church and $1 danger to us as a 
nation." **ln this emergency," says the editor of the Monthly Paper of the 
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Chester Diocesan Open Church Association^ '* we submit that, if England's 
Churdi is true to herself and is equal to her responsibilities, every building she 
possesses should be this very day thrown open and rendered available to every 
man, woman, or child, who may look towards her for help and guidance. Who 
demands the first consideration?— the ninety and nine wanderers in the ^vildemess, 
or the few folded sheep who have for so many years possessed themselves of the 
greater part of her rich pastun^e ? " To this most excellent comment we may add 
respecting the statements of the London City Mission — 

If all the London churches and chapels were free and open, holduip multiplied 
services (instead of being closed, ^ most of them are at present, nearly the whole 
week, including Sundays, es^cept ifor a very few hours), the awful fact that two* 
and-a-half millions of souls in on^ commimity in a Christian land never approach 
God in public worship for want of places in which to assemble, would not thus 
stare us in the face. How long, we wonder, WiU this great national sin continue to 
be committed ? We have now a Government, the head of which has declared 
publicly in imequivQCfil terms his conviction that every church in the kingdom 
belonging to the Establishpnent ought to be free to rich and poor alike, as 
advocated by us. IJan nothing be done towards inducing the Premier to use his 
great influence in practically carrying out his own and our views ? We hope that 
when our "Parish Churches pill," declaratory of the law as to the rights of 
parishioners in respect of their Parish Churches, is introduced into the House of 
Commons next session Mr, Disraeli vrill support it as cordially as he supported a 
certain celebrated, and far less Important, m^aau^e last session. The recess should 
be usefully employed in educating legislators in the provisions of our Bill, and 
arousing the public mind to a recognition of the lnju.<itice and mischief of the pew 
system, and a determniation to abolish it. Such £EiQts as those (quoted above, 
are a disgrace and a dangler to this country, and should be impressed on 
those who have the power of rendering them nomexistent. All who agree 
with us should use every legitimate endeavour to open th^ eyes of uieir 
friends to the evils of appropriating to themselves what theoretically belongs 
to all in common, Copies pf the " Parish Churches Bill " may be had from our 
office ; and friends throughout the kingdom should send one to each of their 
Parliamentary representatives with a %^fritten request for his support of it. Facts 
and " Reasons " (whiQh will be gladly supplied by us) may usefiiUy follow. We 
have pointed out the modus operandi^ and the responsibility for inactivity will not 
rest with us. There is sgarcely ft person living who may not in some way, almost 
daily, do something towards removing ffom the National Church a restriction 
which hinders \^^r work, by Inniting the means of grace and weakening her 
influence for good — a positive ^ whi^h perpetuates selfishness and pride, and is 
a fruitful source of dissatisfaction and jealousy even amongst the few it favours — 
an injustice which gives in monopoly to a minority of the people what was 
intended for, and is the inalienable right of all — ^and a reproach which, in this 
respect, earns for her the disesteem of Christendom, — Eo. 

Archbishop Manning on Church-gjoing London, — On Saturday, August 
15th, a deputation from a Branch of the Hospital Saturday Fund, waited upon 
Archbishop Manning at his residence, Westminster, to ask the assistance of his 
Grace to the Hospital Saturday movement, by enlisting in its behalf the Irish and 
Catholic element of the metropolitan working classes. The deputation deplored 
the fact, that many thousands of the working classes in the metropolis did not 
attend a p^ce of worship on Sunday, It was therefore proposed, that a simul- 
taneous collection should be n^ide for the hospitals and dispensaries on Saturday, 
the 17th October next. Replying to the deputation, Dr. Manning reminded the 
members that he had told the repr^isentatives of working men at the Mansion 
Honse that he should be happy to render any assistance in his power to the 
Hospital ^turday movement He now told the deputation he should be most 
willing tq attend any meeting convened to advance tne object they had in view, 
whether it was an open-air meeting or one called upon a Sunday afternoon. He 
was th^kful to say a very large proportion of the working men belonging to his 
flock attended Pivine Service on the Simday, but there might be some who did 
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not. The only perfect organizations in London were the religious ones, and they 
spread over the whole of it First came the Church of £ngland, next the Dis- 
senters, and the Catholics after them. In that way there were three nets spread 
over London. With industrial London it was different. It had no centre organi- 
zation whatever, and he was sorry to hear it said at the Mansion House that the 
working classes of London did .not attend places of worship on Sunday. He had 
been twenty-five years in London, and he knew as a fact this statement was true ; 
but when he, came to examine the causes of it, he could not blame those who did not 
go to church, because many of the population of London were shut out from their 
places of worship. In 1838 a Royal Commission examined the capacity of all the 
places of worship in London, and the return made was that, giving to every place 
of worship three congregations on Sunday, there was church rooih for Soo,ooo 
persons. Now, he supposed the great activity in church building ^ince 1838 had 
added accommodation for another half million of people, so that he was not over- 
stating the case when he said there was church room for about one-thalf the popu- 
lation of London. It was, therefore, quite clear that one-half the population of 
London must be brought up in the habit of not going to church, and that not 
from any will of their own or desire to turn their backs upon church. He looked 
upon the fact with sorrow. He knew that the great masses of working men did 
not go to church. He was not surprised at it. In the greater number of places 
of worship pews and places were set apart and appropriated by a few, and the 
poor had the greatest difficulty in finding a place where they could distinctly hear 
that which was taught from the pulpit The fact was, provision had not been 
made in the churches of London for those who were placed in honourable poverty. 
He did not think the churches of London were adequate to the wants of the popu- 
lation, or with the desire of the working classes to attend them. 

Dr. Farrar on the Scriptural Principle.— At the meeting held at 
Pewsey (see Advocate^ vol. ii. pp. 13, 21, 46), the Rev. Dr. Farrar, in moving the 
resolution that the Parish Church be thrown open, said : — **In this question we 
must go to the Bible, and what do we find ? First of all in the Old Testament we 
find that worship then was mainly in the courts of the temple, which were as free 
to every worshipper ts the sunlight which fell on him, or tne air he breathed. If 
we go to the New Testament we find our Lord loved to address open-air audiences, 
and there was decidedly no distinction of rank or wealth among those poor people 
who sat among the mountain lilies, or crowded to the pebbly shores of the Sea of 
Galilee to hear One who taught them from the humble fisher boat rocked by the 
ripples of the lake. Very often our Lord spoke to them, not only in the open air, 
but in the synagogue ; now the character of the people and the character of the 
building, the character of the services, and hymns, and prayers, and sermons, were 
as nearly as possible identical with our own, but without any distinction of rank. 
In the synagogues, the men and women sat apart, as they always did from 
immemorial time, one on one side and one on the other, but there was no 
distinction of seats whatever in the congregation. There were distinctions of seats 
between the teacher and the taught There were a certain number of chairs or 
seats of honour, put in front of the end of the synagogue for the leaders and 
officials, but the congregation sat quite promiscuously. Even as regards those seats 
our Lord reproved the Scribes for seeking the chief seats in the synagogue, and He 
said, * Do not ye after their works.' And when the Jewish synagogue became 
merged into the Christian Church, there is a passage on this subject which you are 
all Similiar with. St. James said, ' For if there come unto your assembly a man 
•with a gold ring in goodly apparel, and there come in also a poor man in vile 
raiment ; and ye hflve respect to him that weareth the gay clothing, and say unto 
him ; Sit thou here i 1 a good place, and say to the poor. Stand thou there, or sit 
here under my footstool : are ye not then partial in yourselves, and are become 
judges of evil thoughts?* I ask any of you to go into the.hundreds and thousands 
of churches where you see the consecrated area appropriated to square wooden 
boxes, into which nobody can venture but those who consider themselves the 
owners, and where in the dark corners you see huddled together a few seats 
conspicuously labelled, 'Free Seats,' in which no poor person can sit without a 
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loss of self-respect— I ask vou to go there, and read these words, and say whether 
those churches are not a flagrant violation of the principle the apostle laid down, 
and in distinct accordance with the principle he denounces ? They bear on the • 
face of them, in their whole structure, the violation of that principle which the Bible 
teaches, that God is no respecter of persons, for in their very structure we see that 
some persons are privileged and others are not. Now if there is one principle laid 
down in the Bible more emphatically than another it is this» ' God is no respecter 
of persons, and if we have respect unto persons we commit sin.*" 

Holy Trinity Church, Kendal.— The following extract from the Annals 
0f JCendal, by Cornelius Nicholson, F.G.S., made by a friend, will be read with 
interest as showing that some people many years ago knew what was really 
the law, although they did not follow it:—" The church was restored in 1850-2, 

when it was repewed with open seats The appropriating of pews 

and sittings was determined by ballot, regard being had to the amount of subscript 
tion respectively made by persons and families. The whole of the nave was, 
however, left free for the use of the poor, and for inmates of Sanders's Hospital 
and Old Maids' Hospital. This appropriation, though not, we apprehend, eccle- 
siastically l^al, is as near an approach as could be made to an arrangement 
satisfactoxy on the whole. Seats in a church are open to the parishioners generally, 
and cannot be set aside by the churchwardens, or occupied beyond the .service. 
Usage, however, and convenience have assigned fixed seats to those who statedly 
attend on the Sabbath Ordinances; and so long as no undue claims are asserted, or 
rights arrogated which have not existence, we are little disposed to quarrel with 
anything so apparently equitable and convenient." — P. 4S. 

Grasmere. — Wordsworth, in a note to his Excursion^ says, referring to the 
alterations in the parish church : — *' The oak benches, with a simple rail at the 
back dividing them from each other, have given way to seats that have more the 
appearance of pews. It is remarkable that, excepting only the pew belonging to 
Rydal Hall, that to Rydal Mount, the one to the parsonage, and, I Slieve, 
another, the men and women still continue, as used to be the custom in Wales, to 
sit on separate sides of the church from each other. Is this practice as old as the 
Reformation ? and when and how did it originate ? In the Jewish Synagogues, and 
in Lady Huntingdon's chapelt, the sexes are divided in the same way." We 
quote this note — which was written in 1843 — ^o"* ^^^ Memoirs of IVilliam 
Wordsworth^ F,L,, by Christopher Wordsworth, D.D., Vol. II., p. 39 
(Moxon), 1 85 1. 

Free and Open Church Prayer. — ^The following is the text of the Free 
and Open Church Prayer recently adopted by the Council of the London Free 
and Open Church Association {srq AiAocate, Vol. II. pp. 49 and 61). But few 
verbd variations from the original prayer, drawn' some vears ago by Mr. Henry 
Clark of Liverpool, and the late Mr. W. T. Gamett, nave been made by the 
Council : — *' O Almighty God, Father of all men, we beseech Thee to direct, 
sanctify, and govern all works undertaken for Thy glory and the good of Thy 
Church, and particularly would we entreat Thy favour and blessing on the efforts 
made to open Thy Houses of Prayer throughout the realm for Thy worship by all 
Thy people. May these our works be begun in charity, tempered with wisdom, 
ana wrought iii patience ; and so vouchsafe to prosper them, that our eyes may 
see the day when all Thy servants, in honour preferring one another, may with 
one mind and one mouth together glorify Thee ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen** This prayer is suitable for placing inside the Book of Common ,Prayer 
and odier books of devotion, and for enclosing in letters. Copies wilt be gladly 
supplied on application to the Secretary, at the office in Norfolk-street. , 

St. Andrew's, Whittlesey (Vol. I. pp. 50, 61 ; Vol. II. p. 67). — We have 
received an interesting letter from the Vicar (the Rev. Dr. Burgess), and a copy 
of " Whittlesey Revisited, with a Special Reference to the Restored Church of 
St. Andrew," by the Rev. G. W. Manning, Rector of St. Petroc Minor, Cornwall, 
which shall have our attention next month. 

Our Church : an appeal, shall be noticed as soon as possible. We wish 
other friends were as energetic as Its author, who is manfully fighting the battle of 
freedom at Lee and Lewisham. 
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Reminiscences of a Pew in a Parish Church. By W. P. Mann, 
Author of ** lVh(^s Who,'' ''From the Cradle to the Grave,** etc. (London: 
J. Masters. Middleham : The Author.) 

Imaginary autobiographies have long been favourite vehicles for moral lessons. 
We have had a pony relating his varied experiences in order to teach kindness to 
animals ; a field-mouse has told his sad story with a view to inculcating generosity ; 
a church plate has held sage discourse touching almsgiving from many motives^ 
good, bad, and indifferent. In the instance before us a Pew records its gradual 
conversion to belief in the Free and Open system — certainly a novel mode of 
recommending our principles, and one which may attract readers who would 
turn aside from a plain statement of facts and arguments. As a fair specimen of 
the writer's powers we quote a passage in which the narrator consults a dignified 
neighbour as to their use and origin. He is informed that they are innovators, of 
comparatively recent date and decidedly selfish de»gn ; and thus continues his 
inquiries : ** You, my fellow pew, are the largest in this church, belonging they 
say to the mansion house. Two solitary persons occupy you. Another and yet 
another pew is claimed for the domestics — three pews for one family, which you 
alone could accommodate. They are claimed by one man, as a right attached to 
that one house. To other houses no pew is appropriated ; for them no place is 
found : so the majority are excluded ; the lew are privileged-^alas ! to the 
hindrance of the Gospel in the whole parish. As you seem to know so much 
about the matter, is this the law of the Church of £ngland ? -If not, how came 
things to such a pass ? In a solemn voice my neighbour replied to my interroga- 
tories: 'You and I, with every pew in this church, are but the creatures of 
usurpation ! we were built by sufferance and we so remain ; we have no legal 
standing, we may be annihilated at any time." Some lines called "Rich and 
Poor" precede these ''Reminiscences," and a chapter treating of the moral 
defects of the pew system with an Appendix defining the law as to Parish 
Churches and the duties of Churchwardens follow them, so that the pew system is 
assailed in verse, fiction, and hard fact, within a small and handy compass. 
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|N our present number we are able to preserve the sub- 
stance of all that was said at the recent Church Congress 
bearing directly upon our own topics. A general review 
of the whole is most gratifying. Church Congresses 
produce different effects upon different minds, and many 
impressions upon each mind. To our own, nothing stands out so 
prominently as this : — the oneness of aim and the essential unity of 
the Church. There is much divergence, some dispute, some conflict ; 
but all earnest men of every section have the same objects — the 
deepening ot the spiritual life of Christian men, and the bringing all 
men into conscious possession of that life. Touching the means to 
bring about these objects they do differ, though these differences are 
not half so heating or so all-pervading as the newspaper reports make 
them appear. Perhaps this impression of essential concord has been 
more fully brought out at former Congresses ; but, looking at the last 
from the narrower standpoint of our particular work, we may express 
our gratification without any reservation. There cannot be a doubt 
that our principles are taking widely increasing hold of the Church at 
large. This was very noticeable in what fell from the speakers, but 
much more so in the reception of their utterances by the audience. Few 
sentences on any subject brought down more hearty and protracted ap- 
plause than some of Archdeacon Emery's during his brief advocacy of 
free worship in the discussion on Home Missions. No doubt some of 
the applause was due to the love Englishmen have of a well-directed 
blow fairly dealt, on whichever side it is given ; as Mr. Aitken, by 
praising the pewholders who gave up their privileges in the week of 
the London Mission, had called forth the Archdeacon's addition, "Why 
did they go back to them directly afterwards?" This meeting was 
unfortunately cut short to allow of an hour's speaking — discussion it 
could hardly be called — on Missions to Sailors. This subject could 
not be omitted at a seaside gathering, but it would have been better 
to have given a sectional meeting to it. At all events, the curtailing 
of such a subject as Home Missions is to be deplored. The Rev. 
Berdmore Compton attributed to his party in the Church the 
origination of such movements. As there was no time for any one to 
answer him, Mr. H. F. Bowker has in the Record claimed the 
parentage of the London Mission for the Exeter Hall services and 
theatre preachings commenced in London some sixteen years ago. 
As we have two parties in the Church contending for the credit of 
having given birth to real effort to bring in the masses, may we not 
hope soon to find them outstripping Mie another in abolishing that 
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system of appropriation which has alienated those masses ? Certainly 
the Exeter Hall and theatre services were amongst the earliest at 
which " All the Seats are Free " was in large letters on the placards. 
A good many of the managers of those services have been a long 
while in discovering that as on special occasions, so on ordinary 
ones, the masses can only be reached by that announcement. At the 
Working Men's Meeting Dr. Miller, of Greenwich, was interrupted 
by a cry of " No seats," which gave him the opportunity of declaring, 
amidst the plaudits of his hearers, he did not believe in the pew 
system ; it had been a great hindrance to the working man, and he 
hoped soon to see it swept away. During the consideration of Church 
Influence upon the Young, Mr. Henry Clark, of Liverpool, de- 
monstrated that appropriation well-nigh utterly frustrates the work of 
Sunday-schools. 

Thursday morning was our chief occasion. At that time the 
adaptation of the fabric was being discussed under the dome, whilst 
the modem use of the offertory engaged attention in the Com 
Exchange. At each of these one of the Vice-Presidents of the 
London Free and Open Church Association was amongst the 
appointed speakers, — ^viz. Mr. G. E. Street, R.A., and Mr. Shaw 
Stewart. On the adaptation of the fabric far too little was said upon 
the arrangement of seats, but the desirability of keeping churches open 
was often acknowledged. It was in the Corn Exchange that the pew 
system became most prominent. There Dr. Hessey, in a very able 
paper, made for pew-rents the best case he could. Imperfectly as the 
inexorable bell allows each speaker to deal with his points, we can 
yet desire nothing better than that all appropriators would read the 
report of that meeting. No doubt it was inconvenient to our friends 
to find our subject cut into two parts and ai:rpointed for two places 
simultaneously. We don't know why the Committee thought that 
desirable ; but we are so well satisfied, on the whole, with the appro- 
bation bestowed by the Congress on free seats, open churches and 
secret offerings that we will not find fault with anything. Through- 
out the Congress, without any exception, the principles of our 
Association were well received by every audience. 

The London Free and Open Church Association.— The ordinary 
monthly meeting of the Executive Council was held on the 14th October, at the 
office, 25, Norfolk-street, Strand. Alfred Buckley, Esq., Vice- Chairman, presided; 
and there were also present: — The Rev. W. H. Browne; Bowes A. Paice, Esq.; 
Edwin C. Ireland, Esq.; J. Waddon Martyn, Esq.; C. G. Carttar, Esq.; J. W. 
Walter, Esq. ; and Mr. Vernon, the Secretary. 

The following new Vice-Presidents were announced and approved : — The Rev. 
Dr. Maclear, headmaster of King's College School; Captain H. G. Gridley ; 
Wm. Garnett, Esq., Quernmore Park, Lancaster ; and W. W. Knight, Esq., 
Thorncroft, Leatherhead. 

It was reported that sermons on behalf of the Association were preached on 
Sunday the nth inst. at the following churches by the Revs. George Barnes and 
J. S. Jones, — viz., Portslade Parish Church; St. Andrew's, Portslade ; St. 
Saviour's, Eastbourne ; and Christ Church, St. Leonard's-on-Sea. 

On the motion of Mr. Martyn, seconded by Mr Carttar, it was resolved, — 

"That it is desirable the Parish Churiftes Bill be reintroduced into Parliament during next 
Session, and that the Legal Committee be requested to revise it and submit it to the Council at an 
early meeting." 
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It was decided to ask Earl Nelson to preside at the public meeting to be held in 
the parish of St. Giles-in-the-Fields in November, and the Secretary was instructed 
to engage a room and make the necessary arrangements as soon as possible. A 
general feeling was expressed by those members who were present at the recent 
Church Congress that the principles advocated by the Association have made decided 
progress, and are rapidly taking a wider and deeper hold of the mind of the Church. 
This was distinctly perceptible in the speeches themselves, and the remarkable 
manner in which any allusions to the desirability of churches being free and alwa}^ 
open were unanimously and enthusiastically applauded. [See Report of Speeches, 
p. 85, et seq.'\ 

At the ordinary monthly meeting of the Executive Council, held on Wednesday 
evening, the 4th inst., at the office, 25, Norfolk-street, Strand, Alfred Buckley, Esq., 
presiding— the following members also present : the Revs. H. E. NoUoth, W. B. R. 
Jacobson, and W. H. Browne ; Messrs. E. M. Courtney, J. L. Vincent, F. Bruton, 
R. B. Prosser, Henry Sutton, Edwin C. Ireland (Treasurer), George Hancock, 
R. Bayman, Alexander H. Watson, J. Waddon Mart3m, Bowes A. Paice, C. G. 
Carttar, and T, Bowater Vernon, Secreta^ — the following new Vice-Presidents 
were announced and approved : The Rev. Canon Furse, Principal of Cuddesdon ; 
Rev. Basil Wilberforce, Rector of St. Mary's, Southampton; and James I*. Ashbury, 
Esq., M.P. The treasurer reported that the balance at the bank was;f 55 lU. 2d, 
in favour of the Association. Bills amounting to j^ 106 6x. yi. were passed for pay- 
ment as soon as funds would permit A letter wjis read from the Rev. G. H. 
Stanton, of Holy Trinity, St. Giles*, suggesting the postponement until January of 
the public meeting proposed to be held in St. Giles', which was agreed to. A 
discussion then took place on the proposed reintroduction into Parliament next 
Session of the Parish Churches Bill, and it was ultimately resolved to adjourn the 
meeting until* that day week for further consideration of tne subject. 

St. Mary's, Southampton. — {An Unusually Urgent Appeal.) — The 
Rev. Basil Wilberforce, Rector of St. Mary's, Southampton, is about to rebuild 
this dilapidated old Church. As the parishioners, numbering some 1 0,000, are all 
of the poorer classes, the work carmot be effected without the assistance of those 
not connected with Southampton. No more suitable diocesan memorial to the late 
Bishop of Winchester could have been selected than the rebuilding of this, his 
son's Church — a work the Bishop ardently desired, and spoke of but a few days 
before his death; and we understand that the Rev. B. Wilberforce mentioned this 
fact to the Diocesan Memorial Committee, offering them jf 1000 and a new site if 
his father's wish were carried out. Upon the Committee deciding in preference to 
erect a memorial in the Cathedral, Mr. Wilberforce, anxious not to hinder their 
efforts in that direction, forbore to urge the rebuilding of St. Mary's until more 
than a year had elapsed, and even now the scheme is not brought forward as a 
direct memorial to his father, although the Rector's own gift, with that of many 
others, is intended as a memorial gift, and the Church will be dedicated to the 
memory of Samtiel Wilberforce. Here, then, is a rare opportunity to those still 
anxious to testify their affection for the late Bishop, and who are not satisfied with 
any of the existing memorials. A marble and alabaster pulpit, inlaid with 
malachite, and a memorial window by Clayton and Bell, have already been pro- 
mised; and font, reredos, lectern, &c, might also most suitably form memorial 
gfts. Amongst the contributors to the work are the Prince of Wales, the Duke of 
Edinburgh, the Archbishops of Canterbury and Dublin; th§ Bishops of Ely, 
Lincoln, Salisbury, Worcester, Manchester, and Carlisle; the Dukes of West- 
minster, Buccleuch, Cleveland, and St. Albans; the Lords Henry Scott, Calthorpe, 
Powis, Devon, Whamcliflfe, and many others. Mr. Street, R. A., is the architect, 
and his estimate amounts tO;^20,ooo. Many clergy, to assist in fulfilling a known 
desire of the late Bishop of Winchester, have promised offertories in the course 
of the next six months. Amongst them are Mr. West, of St. Mary Magdalene, 
Paddington ; Mr. Cust, St. Mary's, Reading; and Canon Baynes, St. Michael's, 
Coventry. 

Few objects are more worthy of support than this, and friends of the Free 
and Open Church Movement wUl be glad to hear that the pew system is to be 
entirely abolished in the new Church— for all seats will he/ree and unappropriated. 
By aiding the erection of this Church, therefore, our friends will be giving a 
practical impulse to the general adoption of our priixciples^ 

A 2 
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Amblecote, Stourbridge. — The Rev. J. S. Boldero, vicar of this parish, last 
month addressed a letter to his parishioners, in which he said that he believed . it 
would add greatly to the success of the then forthcoming "mission" in the parish 
if all the seats in the church were free and unappropriated, and he felt sure that 
those drawn to the services during the mission would be more likely to become 
regular worshippers if the church continued free. Impressed by these conside- 
rations, and being thoroughly convinced by eight years' experience of the evils of 
pew-rents, he has determined not to collect any after Lady-day next. He would 
at once make the pews free, but for his imwillingness to disturb suddenly any 
pew-holders who desire to keep their seats for a time. Instead of the pew- 
rents which he thus gives up, and which formed the larger part of his income, 
he collects an oflfertory on those Sunday mornings on wluch there has hitherto 
been no collection, so that henceforward he will depend mainly on the 
offerings of the congregation. The mission at Amblecote extended from 
the 1 2th to the 17th ult. At the opening service an "Address to Workers" was 
given, and addresses to workmen were given at works in the parish during the 
dinner hours by the niissioners. We may add that the pew-rents have averaged 
jf 100 a year, the endowment being alsO;^ioo. The church was built in 1841, and 
the district made a separate parish in 1856. The patron is the Earl of Stamford, 
who tacitly acquiesces in the vicar's proceedings. To strengthen his oi^n hands 
and test public opinion, the vicar has convened a public meeting at the Com 
Exchange, Stourbridge, for to-day (the 1 6th), which the Rev. J. S. Jones will attend 
and address as a deputation from the London Free and Open Church Association. 
An excellent placard, of which the following is a copy, has been placed throughout 
the church : — 

"HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, AMBLECOTE. 

" NOTICE. 

" Eyery Seat in this Church is free for any one who wishes to take it, so soon as the Bell 
ceases. 

" No Pews or Kneelings can for the future be rented, or exclusive right to sittings claimed. 

"A Collection will be made at each of the Sunday Services : — 

" On the first Sunday Morning in the month, for Sick and Poor. 

" On other Sunday Mornings, for the Incumbent, instead of Pew Rents. 

"On Sunday Evenings, for Church Expenses, including Salaries of Organist, Choir, Clerk. 
Sexton, &c. 

'* It is hoped all who worship here will contribute according to their ability, * Not grudgingly 
or of necessity ; for God loveth a cheerful giver.' 
*' September agtk, 1874. J. S. Boldero, Vicar.'* 

St. Mark's, Battersea Rise. — Another of the good works set on foot by the 
vicar of St. Mary's, Battersea, has been completed in the consecration by the Lord 
Bishop of Winchester of this church, in place of the iron church. It is to serve 
as before, as a chapel-of-ease to the mother church, and not to form a new district. 
The accommodation is for 600 persons. The church is fitted with open benches, 
and is free and open throughout. The architect was Mr. William White, F.S.A., 
of Wimpole-street, and the cost is about ;^65oo. The iron church is being removed 
to form the nucleus for the new mission district of St. Luke's, Nightingale-lane, 
in the same parish. 

Stepney Parish Church. — ^The parishioners have guaranteed to augment 
the stipend of the. Rector (the Rev* Joseph Bardsley) 25 per cent, in consequence 
of his consenting to retain the rectory in preference to one recently offered him in 
Gloucestershire, valued at jf looo per annum, whilst that of Stepney is worth only 
;^65o. To pay the extra money, the churchwardens have considerably raised the 
price of the sittings in the parish church. One parishioner, who attended the church 
on a recent Sunday evening, was ordered out of three pews by a pew-opener; at 
last he refused to move either for pew-opener or churchwarden. He afterwards 
wrote to the Rector complaining of such treatment, but he only received in reply a 
letter stating that the Rector did not think such cases often occurred ! — Monthly 
Paper of Chester Diocesan Open Church Association. 

Trinity Church, Preston. — The newspapers announce that five pews in this 
church were sold by auction recently for ;f 25. 
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All Saints*, Green-lanes, Stoke Newington. — The foundatioas of this 
new Church have been commenced. The building, which will be from the 
designs of Messrs. Dollman and Allen, of Adam-street, Adelphi, will be in the 
style of the thirteenth century, and the seats entirely free and unappropriated. 
The district, which is formed oiit of the parishes of St. Matthias and St. Mary, 
Stoke Newington, has now a population of about 4CXX), instead of 1500, as 
was the case when the Mission was opened only two years ago. Through the 
kindness of Mr. Richard Foster, services have been held in a temporary iron 
building, but the want of a permanent church is greatly felt. 

All Saints', Llanelly (Vol. I., pp. 43, 54, 75).— On the 22nd September the 
Bishop of St. David's (Dr. Basil Jones) consecrated this new church. The parish 
covers no less an area than that of 14,000 acres ; and its population (which is a 
bilingual one) has grown since the beginning of the present century from 2000 to 
14,000 or 15,000 souls, of whom about 7000 inhabit Llanelly proper. The new 
building is free and unappropriated, and henceforth the old parish church will be 
given up to the Welsh-speaking community. The cost of All Saints' has been 
26000, which is about half the contemplated expenditure. 

Arundel. — On Thursday, the 29th September, this parish church, which has 
been restored at a cost ofjCJooo, not reckoning a handsome reredos presented by 
the Marchioness of Bath, was re-opened; and at a public luncheon, which was 
held between the services, the Bishop of Chichester proposed the health of the 
Rev. G. Arbuthnot, whose unexpected appointment to the vicarage he looked 
upon as most providential. ** Without any feeling of superstition he ventured to 
say that such an appointment had not arisen from mere chance, and he thanked 
God that such a man had been placed in his present position." We regret to say 
that in spite of the utmost efforts of the vicar, the churchwardens have persisted 
in appropriating two-thirds of the church. The wardens are proud of the fact 
that there are no pew-rents, but they apparently do not see that by appropriating 
the seats to a minority of the parishioners, they are just as much excluding the 
poor from their equal rights in the House of God, as if they charged a heavy rent 
for pews. The seats are now covered with labels, which bear a strong reseiAblance 
to tne stalls at a cattle-show, and must be displeasing to all but bucolic minds. 
The vicar has published a strong protest on the subject, and as all the poor of the 
parish support him most warmly, we hope something may be done at the E^ter 
vestry meeting, to rectify this enormous injustice. Meanwhile, we are happy to 
say, the weekly offertory has been introduced with the best results, and the church 
is open all day for private prayer. Would not a Public Meeting, or a Lecture by 
a member of the London Free and Open Church Association in March next, be 
useful here ? Certainly the vicar's brave efforts deserve all the support the Council 
can give him. 

Grappenhall, near Warrington.— On Wednesday night, the 23rd Sep- 
tember, the Bishop of Manchester preached in this parish church, at one of a 
series of services held in celebration of the restoration of the edifice. In the course 
of his sermon, his lordship referred to the remarks made by the President of the 
North Staffordshire Congregational Union on the condition of the Church of 
England, and said: — "They. had then spent £^poo upon the restoration of that 
ancient house of God ; but gladlier far to him than the sign of a restored church, 
at whatever cost, was it to see a well- ordered and harmonious parish, where reli- 
gious bitterness was an unknown thing, and where the Church's work was done 
all the more effectually because it was done with the loving sympathy and hearty 
co-operation of all." As none of the newspaper reports of the re-opening stated 
whether this church was appropriated or free and open, the Secretary wrote to 
Mr. John Tinsley, of Grappenhall Lodge, one of the Vice-Presidents of the 
London Free and Open Church Association, for information on the point, and has 
been favoured with a reply, of which the following is a copy: — ** I quite thought 
you would know the church was free. The church has been restored at a cost of 
about ;f4000; the organ removed from the west to the east end; choir put into 
surplices; the Holy Communion 1st and 3rd Sunday; weekly offertory; free 
chairs. All this is a great change for Grappenhall, I can assure you." 
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St. Stephen's, Glewer. — This mission district has at length been provided 
with a complete church. At first divine worship was performed in a room of the 
Mission-house, and afterwards in a chancel, built at a cost of ;f 1800, of which one 
liberal donor contributed ;^iooo. The nave has now been added, at a cost of 
nearly ;f 5000. It is in the Early English style, of brick, with stone dressings, and 
will accommodate five or six hundred persons. It is free and open. The sermons 
at the opening services, on Thursday, September 24th, were preached by the Rev. 
T. T. Carter and the Rev. W. J. Knox Little. 

St. Nicholas', Radford. — This new church was consecrated by the Lord 
Bishop of Worcester, on Tuesday, September 29th. It will serve as a chapel-of- 
ease to the parish of the Holy Trinity ; is buUt of red sandstone, in the Early 
English style ; and contains sittings for 292 persons, all free 'and unappropriated. 
The Bishop was received by the Rev. F. M. Beaumont, vicar of Holy Trinity, the 
churchwardens, building committee, and a large number of the neighbouring 
clergy. There was a hearty choral service, giten by a portion of the choir of the 
parish church. The preacher was the Rev. Dr. Hessey, preacher at Gray's-inn, 
late head master of Merchant Taylors' School. 

Holy Trinity, Clandown, Bath. — The new chancel of this church was 
opened a short time ago. The Church was built by the late Rev. C. Otway Mayne, 
vicar of Midsomer Norton (of which parish Clandown is a district), by means of 
grants and private subscriptions, and provision was made by the vicar that all 
the seats should be free and unappropriated for ever. The cost was about ;f 1200, 
the munificent gift of the vicar, the Rev. W. West. Subscriptions have also been 
raised among friends and by offertories, to the amount of ^ 120, towards further 
expenses ; and it is hoped that the restoration of the nave may follow in due 
course. The vicar's object has been to afford to this coal-mining district the 
advantages of the progress made of late years in restoring and beautifying churches. 
During the octave of dedication sermons were preached by Revs. P. E. George, 
W. J. Knox Little, and W. Morrison (vicar of Midsomer Norton). 

Peasedown, near Radstock. — On Thursday, the 22nd ult.> a temporary 
iron church was opened here. It had been erected, and the vicarage attached to 
it endowed, by the Misses Jarrett, the owners of the Camerton estate and collieries. 
Near the district known as the Red Post there has been for some considerable 
time a large and growing population, mainly employed in the local coal mines, 
which has not enjoyed facilities for divine worship in consequence of the Camerton, 
Dunkerton, Radstock, and Wellow parish churches being distant at least two 
miles. The Ecclesiastical Commissioners have formed out of the three first-named 
parishes a district. The patron of the living has presented it to the Rev. Hardy 
Little, late curate of Clewer, near Windsor, who has been provided with a vicarage, 
like his church, situated in the middle of his district, which contains a popu- 
lation of one thousand persons. The building will seat two hundred persons, 
and the whole of the accommodation is free and unappropriated. The church was 
consecrated^ and opened by the Bishop of the Diocese, Lord Hervey. There was 
a large congregation. The Bishop preached, taking his text from Luke xi. 3. The 
collection realized ;f 25. 

St. John's, Moulsham, Essex. — Last month this church was re-opened, 
after enlargements and improvements which have cost ;£" 1600. The services were 
combined with a harvest thanksgiving, and sermons were preached by the Rev. 
A. W. Mason, vicar, and by Archdeacon Emery. We are sorry to say that not- 
withstanding the efforts of the vicar, who is also Rural Dean, many of the sittings 
in the church are still appropriated. In 1866 the Vicar issued a letter to his 
Parishioners, entitled " Pew Rents, or the Weekly Offertory," urging them to 
adopt the latter with entire freedom of worship. Three years elapsed ere his 
efforts bore any fruit — for it was not till 1869 that pew-rents were abolished — and 
then he was unsuccessful in the matter of appropriation. A correspondent says, 
"We are overrun here by Dissent, and Churchmen make it a condition of 
coming to St. John's, that they must know where to sit. The Vicar, I feel sure, 
would disperse them right and left if he fought against this feeling. The best 
benches in the church, however, are unappropriated, which in one respect miti- 
gates the eviL" 
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Chipping Norton. — A correspondent of the Church Times writes :— "I wish 
some one would visit this parish church on a Sunday, and try to get a seat in one 
of the many large and empty boxes with which it is filled. He would probably 
meet with a reception which he would long remember. In this parish, where the 
population is about 4000, the area of the parish church is bought up by % few 
parishioners, who care not to attend themselves, and will not suffer others to 
occupy their seats ! The mass of the parishioners either abstain from public 
worship altogether, or else go to dissenting chapels ; not, in most cases, because 
they dislike the church, but because they are turned out and insulted when they 
venture to get a seat. It is true there are benches at the west end of the church, 
under the gallery, but they would hold but a few, and are mainly occupied by 
boys ; yet here the aged and the deaf have to sit, while the main area is un- 
occupied." 

Christ Church, Penrith.-— This beautiful little church was consecrated in 
1850 by the late Bishop Percy, without endowment. It was built, through the 
energy of the late vicar, the Rev. W. H. Milner, for a district principally of poor 
people. One third of the seats were rented for " working expenses, the rest free 
andtmappropriated. In a few years the church was endowed, and Bishop Walde- 
grave nominated the present incumbent. A week or two ago an organ was erected 
at the west end, blocking out the light of two windows, destroying altogether a 
number of the free seats, and bringing down the choir from the chancel to the west 
end, thereby permanently occupying more free seats — yet a north chancel aisle was, 
in a manner, awaiting the reception of an organ. This, in our opinion, is a step 
in a wrong direction. In the same town a small minority is endeavouring to free 
the parish church (St. Andrew's) from pewdom, to stop which the vicar and his 
four wardens have posted a notice on the church, announcing that all the seats are 
free five minutes after the hells have ceased to ring! Did we not learn these facts 
from a reliable authority, we should think it hardly possible that such retrogressive 
steps could be tolerated in a leading county town. 

Wakefield. — (Vol. ii. p. 59)— A striking result of the Free and Open Church 
movement has just been seen here. The fine old church has been lately restored 
and reseated by virtue of a faculty, in which the vicar and certain of the pew- 
holders had procured the insertion of a clause authorizing them as " commis- 
sioners" to assign the pews, whereupon a public meetmg was held by the National 
Association, unanimously pronouncing against appropriation. The vicar and his 
friends, however, still persisted in their plans, and invited persons to apply for sittings. 
Another meeting was therefore held, at which it was resolved to hold a further 
meeting, and if necessary to call a vestry, to decide ^he question. A third meeting 
was accordingly held and numerously attended, when resolutions were passed pro- 
testing against the appropriation intended by the faculty, and declaring the unani- 
mous intention to disregard any appropriation if it should be made. Copies of the 
resolutions were forwarded to the vicar, and also to the Bishop of Ripon. Last 
month a meeting of the commissioners was held, at which it was resolved that the 
church seats be free and unappropriated, and there is every reason to think that all 
parties are satisfied with the arrangement. — On Tuesdav the 3rd inst. the church 
was formally reopened, the Bishop of Ripon preaching the sermon. His lordship 
warmly approved the adoption of entire freedom. 

St. Andrew's, Whittlesey (Vol.1., 50, 61 ; Vol. II., 67). — With reference to 
our notice of this church and the Rev. Dr. Burgess's work here, in the September 
number, we have received a letter from the Vicar, from which we give the following 
extracts : — ** I was much pleasecl to receive No. 33 of your Advocate^ containing a 
reference to my parish work. Few persons have made so many sacrifices for the 
Free System as 1 have, but I am amply repaid by a success beyond all my antici- 
pations, and which excites the surprise of all who have witnessed the experiment. 
Yet the example is not imitated, for the appropriators of seats are every^^here the 
incarnation of selfishness, and few clergymen have the necessary courage to grapple 
with them. Nothing but an Act of Parliament will, I think, break down so 
iniquitous and hateful a monopoly." In an early number we shall notice Whittlesey 
Revisited^ by the Rev. G. W. Manning. 
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A BRIGHTON CHURCH DURING CONGRESS. 
To the Editor of THE FREE AND open church advocate. 

Sir, — As some account of the Church Congress will doubtless appear in the 
Adv^atCf I send you my experience as a visitor to one of the Brighton churches. 
The church in question has, perhaps, the most elaborate ritual in the town, and 
the Sunday in the Congress week fell within the octave of its festival. I started 
early for tne evening service, hoping to secure a seat, but my precaution proved 
fruitless. On arriving at the church about 6. 30, I found it half full, but seeing 
many chairs vacant near the chancel, I proceeded innocently to make choice of 
one ; when, imagine my horror as a free and open churbhman to discover that each 
chair bore a name, in most instances inscnbed on a brass plate, fastened on 
the back of the chair ! To,some I noticed were hung neat wooden boxes, e\ddently 
intended to hold books, and further denoting permanent ownership. I fortunately 
found this out in time not to intrude into anybody's preserves, but from my stand- 
point in the centre aisle I had a full opportunity of watching the working of 
appropriation in a church where one was justified in thinking nothing of the sort 
would be countenanced. I must say, that although High Churchmen ppint, 
usually with truth, to the reverent and devout demeanour of their congregations, 
yet here I found the reverse, for one more irreverent and undevotional, especially 
before the service began, it has seldom been my lot to witness. This result was 
undoubtedly owing to the system of appropriation. It was impossible for any one 
to kneel down for any time, or oyen to read with any attention, before the service 
began, in consequence of people passing and pushing by on each side to their own 
particular chairs; others coming to a friends seat, and not knowing its exact 
locality, were peering about at the tops of the chairs for the name, and asking 
loudly for that particular seat. Then, again, the turning out of those persons who 
had dared to sit in some one else*s seat ; and as there were many strangers present 
who naturally thought that in such a church all seats must be free, these encounters 
were very frequent. I noticed especially a clergyman, acconjpanied by a lady, 
who had been sitting in the middle of a row undisturbed for a long time, suddenly 
and rudely ordered out — I think, just as the Processional was being sung — by two 
men, who laughingly took possession of their rights ! thus adding ill-breeding to 
selfishness, for one of them might surely have allowed the lady to retain her — I beg 
pardon, his — seat, even at the cost of standing himself. Another source of irre- 
verence was the watching a friend's chair by a seat-holder, who had come early. 
I saw one woman, evidently used to the ways of the church, keenly eyeing the 
empty chairs, and making rushes to take any to which she thought the owners 
were not likely to come, and when she was informed in more than a whispewthat the 
person was rfeally coming (and it was often difficult to convince her), trying a fresh 
one. When the hajipy possessors arrived, often at the last moment, came the friendly 
greeting of their neighbour, and the audible tale of "how much trouble it had been 
to keep the seat," &c. You can imagine how all I have described would put the 
most devout mind out of tune for the service, and I went away after my three 
hours* standing (to which I should not have objected if I had come so late to the 
service as to find all the seats occupied), more than ever impressed with the just- 
ness of our cause in opposing this wretched unchristian system, and confirmed in 
my opinion that a good honest pew, which says plainly, " You can't come here," 
is a much less evil than that delusion, a "free, but appropriated" chair. 
Yours faithfully, 

A Member of the L. F. & O. C. A. Council. 



Chapel Royal, Whitehall.— Mr. Walter Thornbuiy, author of Old attd 
New London^ now being published by Messrs. Cassell, writes to us: — "Do you 
remember the old story of the origin of pews ? Pompous Bishop Burnet, when 
chaplain to Queen Mary, vexed at the flirtations that went on in Whitehall Chapel, 
to the open neglect of his eloquent sermons, persuaded King William to have the 
pews raised several feet, so as to shut out the gallants from the view of anything 
out his inflated face." This story whether true or false implies that at White- 
hall the sexes were separated. 
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THE CHURCH CONGRESS AT BRIGHTON. 

On Tuesday, October 6th, the Church Congress was inaugurated by a meeting in the 
Pavilion Dome, when the immense area with its galleries was densely thronged by a 
•devout audience. The platform was crowded with Church dignitaries, the leading 
clerical and lay supporters of the Church, and several well-known free and open 
Churchmen, amongst whom were the Lord Bishop of the Diocese (who pre- 
sided), the Vicar of Brighton (the Rev. Dr. Hannah), the Earl Nelson, the Arch- 
deacon of Ely, the Archdeacon Otter, F. Barchard, Esq., G. E. Street, Esq., 
R;A., Melvill Green, Esq., Henry Clark, Esq., of Liverpool, Rev. R. W. 
Randall, J. A. Shaw-Stewart, Esq., the Rev. W. S. Lewis, &&, &c. 

After the President's Inaugural Address had been delivered, the remainder of 
the sitting was occupied in discussing the ** Old Catholic Movement in Europe." 

In the evening, the Conference reassembled under the Dome, the President 
in the chair, when the question for discussion was ** Home Missions." 

The Rev. Berdmore Compton, Vicar of All Saints*, Margaret-street, read 
the first paper — **0n the results of the great London Mission of 1874." Having 
described the origin of such Missions, and the difficulties their promoters liad to 
contend with, the speaker said : — ** Lastly, it has been found that the ordinary 
congregations in seat-appropriated churches either absented themselves from the 
Mission services, thinking their room would be better than their company, and so 
lost their own opportunity, or, by themselves attending, did" really leave no room 
to the non-church goers for whom the Mission was specially intended. Separate 
services at various tunes of the day would meet this evil, if the missioners were 
made of iron!" 

The Vicar of Doncaster and others having spoken of the difficulties and 
benefits of Mission work. 

Archdeacon Emery (Ely) said he had joined in several Mission works in his own 
diocese and archdeaconry, and in other parts ; and, so far as he had watched their 
progress, the results were deserving of all that had been said concerning them. 
He thought that immense good would follow if every parish or district were worked 
by a special Mission every two or three years ; but, above all, if they would help 
Missions, their churches must be entirely free. (Hear.) If during only the Mission 
week the church were free, and then the exclusive system were again resorted 
to, what would become of the congregations which during the week of freedom ^ 
had been gathered together? (Applause. ) 

The next subject at the same meeting was " Missions to Seamen and Emigrants," 
the first paper being read by the Rev. John Scarth, Vicar of Holy Trinity, Milton, 
Gravesend, who was followed by the Rev. E. L. Salisbury. The discussion was 
animated, but for want of time much too brief. 

Commander Dawson, R.N., as a sailor, and representative of the ** Missions to 
Seamen," said the parochial system was scrupulously followed in parochial waters. 
But much of th^ work afloat, being outside all dioceses, was not under a bishop. 
Being beyond all parochial boun(&, there were not naturally any pastors for such 
seamen, and no means of grace, except those provided by such voluntary agencies 
as the "Missions to Seamen," for half a million of seafaring Christians, or for 
about a quarter of a million of foreign-going sea Churchmen. British merchant 
sailors had been neglected for centuries, when afloat, from boyhood to the grave, 
by their church, until the society for ** Missions to Seamen" arose. And when 
sailors reached shore they were not much better off, for they were usually welcomed 
by publicans, brothel-keepers, and other parishioners ; whilst, having found the 
church open with difficulty, they found also pew-closers stationed at every door to 
tell them that "nothing common or unclean" should enter there. What more, 
then, can Churchmen do for the sailor sons of our beloved Church? Let seaport 
clergy cultivate in their lay helpers the mission spirit, and let those hoist the 
flying angel of the ** Missions to Seamen" on every ship on the confines of their 
several parishes. Let them instruct their pew-closers not to smell too closely the 
garments of sailors seeking admission to the House of God. (Applause.) 

a"3 
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On the same evening the sectional meeting, held in the Corn Exchange, to 
consider the ** Management and Training of Parochial Choirs and the organization 
of Diocesan Choral Festivals," was well attended. 

A. J. B. Beresford Hope, Esq., M.P., presided. The first paper was read by 
the Rev. Sir F. Gore Ouseley, Bart, (one of the Vice-Presidents of the London 
Free and Open Church Association), who was followed by Rev. J. P. Metcalfe. 

Bishop Jenner led the discussipn. He confessed that he was a hardened, 
impenitent, and incurable Gregorianiser. This was no party question — it was, in 
fact, the complement of the free and open movement. 

The Rev. F. E. Allen gave an amusing account of the music at Whitchurch 
Canonicorum, where he had sole cliarge. As was well known, there was not 
much music in Dorsetshire. (A Voice — " No, no.") At least, there was not much 
music in his part of it. (Laughter.) At first he found that the choir consisted of 
four girls and one old man, who were seated round a harmonium in a pew — wor- 
shipping it, as it were, like an idol. In time, however, he established a surpliced 
choir, but the difficulty was to get boys who could sing. 

On Wednesday several important subjects were discussed, but in none of the 
debates was our movement referred to. 



On Thursday the Right Rev. the President took the chair in the Dome at 
ten o'clock. The subject for discussion was the ** Adaptation of the Fabrics and 
Services of the Church to the Wants of the Times." 

A. J. B. Beresford Hope, Esq., M.P., read the first paper, which dealt 
almost exclusively with the structural part of the subject — not having time, as he 
said, to discuss the question of chairs or benches, both, in his opinion, being good 
in their respective ways. 

Mr. G. E. Street, R.A., read the second paper — so exhaustive and of such 
historical value that we regret being unable to give it entire. He said, ** What 
are * the wants of the times ' to which our churches and our services require adap- 
tation? There are those of religious people who do not require to be taught that 
it is a duty to worship God; those of the still religious people who regard 
churches mainly as places of meeting ; and those of the people who feel no interest 
in religious worship, do not care to go to church, and, if asked their opinion, 
do not care whether they have a church to go to or not. It is with this last 
class, dwelling chiefly in large towns, that we are most concerned. We want to 
win back those who have left us, and in so doing we may perhaps do something for 
those who still remain. Churches have come too often to be regarded chiefly in 
reference to their area, and the possible number of seats which can be crowded 
round their pulpit. In short, man has usurped the place of God. The result is, 
that men's private interests are thought of most of all. So pews were built; a few 
usurped the rights of all, and, selfishness being predominant, the altar and the 
chancel were laid waste. . . . Take our cathedrals first. To t^iem we owe the 
preservation of services and ceremonies which might otherwise have become extinct. 
How great a debt this ! yet their use might often be improved. They have existed 
only for choir services; their stalls are occupied by any one, and their choirs polluted 
by the intrusion of pews and seats from screen to aJtar. A better adaptation of 
their magnificent interiors to the wants of the day would involve, among other 

things, the removal of all modem pews and seats from the choir. . ' 

For the use of worshippers in a church of grand proportions the only seat required 
or allowable is the moveable chair, to be stacked on one side when not in use : 
chairs tied together, or light benches of deal, or handsome seats of oak, equally spoil 
the architectural effect oi the unencumbered floor; and a congregation of fifty or one 
hundred is frozen by permanent preparations for one or two thousand. But some 
chairs should be lefl for private use, and they should always be, or be accompanied 
by, kneeling chairs. It is sad to see how multitudes of us pass through a cathedral 
as if it were a museum, without evident thought of the object of the place, mainly, 
I believe, because the guardians of the church make no provision for any but 
public use, and because we are too shy to use it without such provision. I must 
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say no more about cathedrals and their uses, as it is necessary to consider for a few 
minutes the case of our parish churches, and their adaptation to the special wants 
of ^he times. Churches must, first of all, be arranged with a view to the glory and 
honour of the service of God rather than to the mere comtort of the worshipper. lb 
is the difference between these views which makes the great distinction between all 
old churches and most new ones. • . . One of the wants of the times is cer- 
tainly the haJait of private prayer in our churches. Our people, overcrowded and 
confined in tneir own homes, have only too many inducements to forget the duty of 
prayer, and our churches are, in spite of years of discussion, almost invariably 
locked up, so that they cannot be used save during the time of public worship. The 
screened chancel is a necessity where the church is always open. I doubt not that 
every Bishop, from Bishop Blomfield's time to the present, has expressed his 
approval of the open church for private prayer, and in so doing they have given 
incidentally their approval of much more. There must, first of all, be something 
attractive m the building; and when the intending worshipper is attracted and enters 
the building, it is essential that he should find it possible to use it. How will such 
an one feel, think you, if on entering he find the best part of the church full of 
apropriated seats ? Will he not retreat for fear of intruding even in the absence ot 
the owners ? and can we blame him ? So long, indeed, as we tolerate any such 
system as that of pews, we may despair of private prayer in our churches; and the 
sooner, therefore, the system is abolished, the sooner will the habits of our people 
become more thoroughly religious. .... We must make some change, and 
I maintain that we must break down entirely and thoroughly the respect of persons 
symbolized by the pew S)rstem — we must leave our churches open persistently till 
people use them. Without, really free and open seats it is impossible to suppose 
that private prayer will ever become customary in our churches. Whilst the 
buildings themselves are shut up at all hours, they need not be beautiful or well 
arranged, as the people who ought to be attracted will not enter them unless they 
can do so upon terms of perfect equalitv with all their brethren; but to free, open, 
and beautiful interiors we may attract those who hitherto have not come because 
they could plainly see that they were not welcome, and, once within the walls, we 
may trust that their feelings will be sufficiently awakened to brmg them there 
again and again." 

The Rev. W. Cadman advocated the very frequent use of churches, and had no 
S3rmpathy with those who were for closing them from Sunday to Sunday. (Cheers.) 
It should be borne in mind that churches existed for the people, and they should 
therefore be open for their use at all hours. (Cheers.) He was desirous that 
people should feel they were at home in the church — that the church was their 
own, and that on entering it they were heartily welcome — and experience had 
taught him that the first habits of non-attendance were very soon broken through. 
(Cheers.) The services of the Reformed Church were eminently congregational — 
(loud cheers) — because her ministers worshipped with the congregation. 

The Dean of Manchester (who had a very heart jr reception) said, in reply to 
Professor Donaldson, that in a little church in the City of which he was the vicar 
some time ago (St. Lawrence, Jewry), without altering- any of Sir Christopher 
Wren's admirable arrangements, they turned what was a room into a church. He 
held that the church was the place where every poor man in the parish should see 
the best of everything — the best of man's offerings to God in art as well as in higher 
purposes. From eight o'clock in the morning till nine at night on Sunday the 
cathedral church of Manchester was perpetually used. (Applause.) 

Mr. MiCKLETHWAiTE said that all the faults existing in their churches might be 
traced to one source — their not having properly thought out what were the pur- 
poses for which the church was to be erected before they began to erect it. A 
church ought to be something more than a meeting-house. It should be the 
common centre of all the religious work of the parish, and should always be open 
for the purposes of private meditation and prayer. (Cheers.) 

The Rev. Richard Randall (All Saints', Clifton) believed that the grounds 
of agreement among Churchmen were very much underrated ; and he desired to 



Digitized by 



Google 



88 The Free and Open Church Advocate, 

express his cordial concurrence in the sentiment uttered by Mr. Cadman (with 
whom the world would say he greatly disagreed), that the Church should be 
regarded as a home for the people. (Hear, hear.) 

Canon Rawlinson, after some interruption, said, with respect to the con- 
gregation and the seats — "seats," he feared he must call them, a wretched word 
inherited from the miserable eighteenth century — would that we had a term corre- 
sponding to the French prie-dieu! Well, in the first place, the "seats" should 
be arranged so that all— or as many as possible — should face the altar; and 
secondly, they should be wide enough for their occupants to kneel. There should, 
of course, be no pews — the church should be freely and equally open to all, and, 
he would add, should stand open to all, every day and all day long ; there should 
be a law against closing of churches ; no seats should be appropriated ; the poor 
should worship on equal terms with the rich. Much as he preferred open seats to 
pews, he thought there was one thing better than open seats, and that was, (he 
employment of chairs. Chairs prevented persons taking more than their share ot 
room ; they interfered less with the architectural effect of the fabric. (Here the 
inexorable bell struck, and the speaker, who had evidently more to say, resumed 
his seat. ) 

Mr. Henry Clark, of Liverpool, said the object of churches was for public 
and not for family worship. If worship was to be universal the churches must be 
absolutely free. It had been said that the English were a non- worshipping people, 
and that he believed was owing to the pew system. No innovation had cost the 
Church of England so many souls as the introduction of pews. They needed in 
this respect to revert to the primitive usage when the floor was covered with rushes 
upon which the worshippers could kneel. If they wished to preserve the Church 
as an Establishment, they must secure the affection of the masses to it, and that 
could be done only by abolishing all restrictions in the way of pew-rents and pew 
appropriation. 

Canon Ashwell and the Rev. W. D. Maclagan closed the discussion, con- 
curring generally with the references to our movement given above. 

A sectional meeting on the subject of "Church Finance" was held the same 
morning in the Com Exchange, the Bishop of Ely in the chair. 

The opening paper was read by the Rev. H. W. Burrows, of Christ Church, 
Albany-street, who said the events of the last few years had providentially opened 
for the Church a new source of revenue. We had struck a vein of rich ore, which 
no one could object to our working, for it was essentially popular. The term 
* * offertory" was seldom in use in England forty years ago. In many churches in those 
days the collection made at the celebration of the Holy Communion was dis- 
tributed there and then amongst the poor communicants, and the collections then 
made were in no church more than occasional, or confined to the celebration of the 
Sacrament, which then rarely took place more than once a month. But during 
the last forty years there has been a considerable change. Then as to the methods 
of collecting tlie offertory : — Amongst other alterations there was a tendency now to 
enable people to conceal the amount of their alms, and there was a pious desire 
that, at the time of celebration, communicants should make an offering that should 
cost them something. The early Christians gave of their substance weekly. A 
revived earnestness has induced the desire amongst us to devote some portion of 
our weekly income to God*s service. This revival of Church principles has also 
kindled a greater interest in foreign missions. When compulsory Church-rates 
became llegal, it was necessary for incumbents to cast about to find some means 
of providing funds ; hence, in many instances, the establishment of the offertory. 
If the people were willing to give, who coidd object to it ? He could see in this 
movement a tendency to throw the Church more upon the people,- instead of 
being dependent upon the wealthy. It is desirable to obtain contributions from 
the class who receive weekly wages, because this class is daily increasing in refine- 
ment, intelligence, and power. Here was a source of income the value of which 
was only beginning to be felt. Where they now counted a hundred pounds they 
might expect a thousand, as it would certainly increase. The salary of a curate 
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was often supplied by the coppers of the poor. There was no limit to the sum that 
might be derived from this source of income ; but the money point of view was only 
a small part of the benefit derived. Why should the privilege of supporting the 
Church be given only to the rich ? Why not give the poor an opportunity of con- 
tributing out of their poverty ? Great were the advantages England had derived 
from endowments, left by pious founders ; but a church should be supported by the 
free gifts of the living, and not by the benefactions of the dead. Englishmen now 
scarcely did their duty in supporting their Church. When emigrants went abroad 
they were found to be greatly wanting in this matter ; they had had too much done 
tor them at home. He hailed with satisfaction any evidence that people were re- 
turning to the primitive custom. It was the duty of all to encourage a larger use 
of the offertory. The most intelligent congregation in London, he believed, was 
one of the most adverse to this improvement, and it had been foimd that those who 
were least called upon gave least. Men who gave next to nothing thought them- 
selves most charitable, whilst he who gave much was often astonished that his 
benefactions were thought liberal, because they were far behind what he would like 
to make them. If the offertory taught men to deny themselves, if it accustomed 
children from their earliest years to almsgiving, it would do a great thing. It had 
been resorted to in many churches to supply funds, which but for that would have 
been supplied by pew-rents ; and though there were arguments adduced in 
favour of pew-rents, surely they were not so weighty as those which might be urged 
in favour of the offertory— which is not only good in itself, but good in what it super- 
sedes. ** In many churches the offertory has been resorted to to supply funds which 
otherwise would have to be obtained by pew-rents. It may be urged, in favour 
of pew-rents, that those who resort to a church, should support it ; that the 
unwilling and niggardly should be forced to give, and something secured 
from them ; and that a married clergyman should not be left to the uncertain- 
ties of an offertory, but should know what he has to depend upon : but surely 
these arguments are not of equal weight with those whicn may be urged on the 
other side? It is evil to introduce the idea of property into a church. A wor- 
shipper should draw near in humility, as to the court of a king, the house of a 
heavenly Father, deeming it a privilege to draw nigh in any sense, on any foot- 
ing, not feeling that he has bought himself a snugger position than a poorer brother, 
or a worshipper who, though lower in this world, may be higher in God's regard. 
In church, if anywhere, we want to be unselfish, to forget what we are in the 
world outside, and only reaUze that we are brothers in a redeemed family I " Let 
them not go back to pew-rents, as the offertory would produce an increase of zeal, 
and an increase to peace of mind. 

The Rev. J. J. Halcombe, rector of Linton, Cambridge, said the fact of the 
Church Congress including amongst its subjects the support of the clergy was 
itself very significant. It was a general opinion that no part of the offerings of 
the people should be required for the support of those who minister to them in 
spiritual things. To dissipate this popular error, they should spare no pains, and 
be discouraged by no difficulties. But an old building required a good deal of 
knocking down. Public opinion was never directly changed by argument. The 
great mass of the people believed what their leaders asserted. The clergy were 
in number so far in excess of the means for their support, that there was amongst 
them an amount of misery which was a. disgrace to a Christian country, and 
which seriously interfered with their usefulness as a body. They had 13,000 
clergy to minister to seven and a half millions of people in country parishes, and 
only about 6ocx> clergy to minister to about thirteen and a half millions in towns. 
Could his hearers go upon the principle of asking men to accept a position they 
would not feel bound to accept themselves ? The speaker then advocated 300/. per 
annum as the minimum stipend ; concluding with the opinion, that the Bishops 
might well urge the clergy to read all the offertory sentences, and to give a certain 
proportion of all offertories to a Diocesan Clergy Sustentation Fund. He 
also suggested that Diocesan Synods might pass a voluntary rate for the same 
purpose — a step which would be a return to the principle of tithes, and would 
greatly simplify the work of the clergy in collecting funds for this object. 
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Mr. J. A. Shaw Stewart thought it was a reproach to the laity that so many 
of the clergy should be serving year after year at a stipend which was not more 
than— or perhaps not equal to — that of a French cook, with this difference, how- 
ever, that the French cook had many perquisites, whilst the curate had none. 
The offertory was now in its infancy. The subject was one that had caused a 
great deal of trouble and anxiety ever since the days when the disciples first 
began to multiply, and it was no less difficult now in these days of revived Church 
life and revived Church work. If one precept was clearer than another, it was 
that we Were bound to give a tenth of our substance to God. He did not agree 
with those who said that the tithes should be brought to the priest of the parish 
(hear,' hear). If the ancient system of tithes was adopted, they should be brought 
to the bishop, who would direct and administer the revenues flowing from them. 
He did not wish for an indiscriminate and wholesale abolition of pew-rents, 
which he thought were a substitute for a more healthy system of Church finance. 
Wherever new churches were built, they ought to be freely open to the people, and 
not devoted to a privileged and limited class. Children should be trained up to 
liberality. The offertory, he considered, was the main-spring of all Church 
finance, which latter was a question of great difficulty from the fact of the Church 
being a national one, and established and endowed. When the offertory was 
introduced, it was considered a badge of popery and of party, but now it is ac- 
cepted by the best men of all schools. 

The Rev. Dr. Francis Hessey said:— We have heard much about the 
offertory, which, from being throughout the last century almost entirely neglected, 
has come to be considered the principal means of providing for the temporsd wants 
of the Church. We should be most averse to see the clergy made dependent for 
their maintenance upon so precarious a resource. We foresee the possibility of 
its becoming the means of a congregation exercising a capricious tyranny over 
their own clergy. If a clergyman be considered by them either too High or too 
Low; if he has been too devotional or too practical ; if even in his daily intercourse 
with them he has been counted too familiar, or too reserved — they have the power 
of punishing him by diminishing their contributions, perhaps literally starving him 
out. The worst evils of the voluntary system may be introduced into the Church 
by making the minister dependent for his maintenance upon the offerings of his 
congregation. This is not at present likely to take place where the churches are 
mostly endowed. l! may be urged that though many of the sentences read 
during the collection of the offertory clearly authorize its application to the main- 
tenance of the clergy, the greater part of them seem to claim it for the poor. We 
should be sorry, indeed, if the Church were even to be suspected of ceasing to 
care for those to whom the Gospel is especially to be preached. If the clergy are 
to be assisted by the offertory, the best form is that which has been ably advocated 
by the Jlev. James Wood, of Bath ("Church Finance:"' Wells-Gardner, 
London, 1873), the setting apart in all churches of one-tenth part of the offertory 
for the sick and disabled clergy throughout the country. But what, it will be 
asked, must be done for the maintenance of the clergy in populous towns, where 
there is no endowment ? We answer, the institution of a regular pew-rent, or 
rather seat-rent, on a scale to be approved by the bishop or archdeacon. We 
are aware that the mention of such a source of income will meet with the disap- 
probation of both the clergy and the laity ; and we would not wish a pew-rent to 
be paid when there is an endowment, however small. But surely where no endow- 
ment either exists or can be obtained, a moderate pew-rent is a legitimate resource. 
The greatest condemnation has been passed by many upon rented and appropriated 
pews, as a robbery of the poor. . And certain words of St. James (ii. 2 and 3) 
have been wrested from their meaning to strengthen a protest against the appro- 
priation of special places in the House of God. But there is room for a 
plea for pews and pew-rents, under special regulations. In few cases should less 
than a half, in none less than a third, of the places be free and unappropriated ; those 
as well situated as any others, and distinguished by no invidious mark. Of the 
appropriated places, as many as possible should be let at such rates as can be 
readily paid by the industrious poor. We know that such persons prefer to pay 
for their places, as is indicated by the practice of dissenting congregations 
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throughout the country; and we see no difficulty in having many services in the 
parish church at which no appropriation need exist — ^no payment need be made. 
Many zealous friends have disparaged pews and pew-rents as dishonest and sacri- 
legious, and especially as modem; but many churches in which such rent is paid 
were never free, having been built with the express reservation of a pew-rent 
chargeable upon many parts of them, so that when an endowment has been pro- 
vided the pew-rent has been joyfully surrendered. To show that pew-rents are not 
a fruit of the Reformation, the speaker quoted from several Papal bulls and histo- 
rical documents previous to that era. If it had not been for pew-rents, he said, 
Brighton and Hove would not have been so well provided with churches as now, 
though this was far behind their needs; and he believed it would be an evil day for 
the Church and her clergy if they should be left dependent upon the offertory, for 
the clergy would become slaves to their parishioners, who would have a ready means 
of stopping supplies. 

The Rev. Dr. Hannah, in reply to Dr. Hessey, doubted whether they could 
legally Collect pew-rents after a certain time. How could they be made more 
certain for an unpopular clergjrman than the offertory ? A dissatisfied congrega- 
tion might as easily decline to pay pew-rents as withhold their offerings, and they 
would be able to exercise the Xyr^smy Dr. Hessey had described as easily in one 
way as the other. Every portion of a parochial or district church was the pro- 
perty of the parish, and they had no right to be liberal with their neighbours' 
goods. They had no right to let to a limited number the sittings which belonged 
to one parishioner as much as to another. He rested his objection to pew-rents 
on this broad basis of English law, and on the equally broad basis of apostolic 
injunction. Referring to the interpretation of a passage in St. James, he said, if 
there was one thing more clearly taught than another, it was that St James taught 
them to have free churches and St. Paul to have the offertory. The offertory was 
a more efficient system than pew-rents. Pew-rents were a tolerable makeshift for 
an intermediate provision, but they must fail in evangelizing or reclaiming the work- 
ing classes (hear, hear). He did not think they had a good effect upon the people 
who paid them. No doubt the success of either system depended a great deal more 
upon the character of the clergyman than on the machinery employed. They might 
find a church in which there was the offertory just such a church as they would 
starve in, or a church in which there were pew-rents crowded up to the door. 
He was quite ready to believe that Dr. Hessey's people would ask strangers into 
their pews, and lend them prayer-books into the bargain ; but for himself he 
must confess he had often had his sermon spoilt by seeing persons sitting at the 
door scowling at others who wished to go in (applause). As a supplement to 
endowments, he much preferred the offertory to pew-rents. The offertory was 
collected by proper officers in a reverent manner, and placed humbly and 
reverently upon the Holy Table, as a distinct act of public worship. But they all 
knew the look of the gentleman who came round to collect pew-rents with his 
book in his hand and his pen behind his ear. Perhaps those who owed the pew- 
rents were not at home. He had known one wretched case where a man who 
denied himself to the pew-rent collector, had been discovered directly afterwards 
by a customer in his back shop. The speaker had confidence in the offertory, as 
it had been successful. But if it had not been financially successful, he would 
still defend it, because he thought it right (applause). It was the result of 
practical experience — that in the long run the offertory was a great deal better 
than pew-rents, and no clergyman would ever return to pew-rents after having 
established the weekly offertory. 

The Right Hon. J. G. Hubbard, M.P., said there was urgent need for additional 
endowments. The offertory alone was insufficient. He regretted the frequent 
improvident marriages of the clergy. 

The Rev. George Howard objected to the last speaker's view of the case. 
He did not think the people approved an unmarried priesthood. 

The Rev. Archer Gurney thought the clergy should be raised above the pres- 
sure of poverty. It appeared to him to be very necessary to increase the incomes 
of curates, especially in the face of the fact that candidates for holy orders were 
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diminishing. All united in admiring the offertory ; but he did not think that it 
need necessarily be opposed tq pew-rents. He did not think they could afford to lose 
pew-rents; but as he thought the eleven o'clock service would not be suited 
for the working classes, he advocated, where needed, the appropriation of a certain 
number of pews for regular worshippers — cleaving the whole seats free at other 
services. At an early service, he said, they might fill their church with the work- 
ing classes, if properly managed. 

The Rev. R.J. Salmon, curate of St. Martin's, Brighton, said, "After all, 
experienHa docet. The offertory is established in many parishes, and has proved 
a success. In my own parish, three years ago, the offertory reached about £^o ; 
in 1872 it rose to £\QO (or including an offertory at the laying of the foundation 
stone of the new church, ;i'i3o) ; in 1873 i^ reached ;f 206, and this year I hope 
it may reach ;£'230. I know what you will say — * Oh, but you have a church in a 
fashionable watering-place, and your case is no criterion ! ' I answer, — My church 
is only a temporary building, capable of holding about 350. It lies in the midst of 
the poor, completely cut off from the rich coast-fringe of the two extremities of 
Brighton. We get scarcely any help from the more affluent inhabitants ; and the 
visitors who flock here in the season never come near us -do not even know where 
St. Martin's is ! Indeed, I believe the experience of my more fortunately situated 
brethren on the sea coast is that the fashionable visitors who come to Brighton 
contribute very little to the support of their services, or the maintenance of their 
poor. We rely upon our own resources for the most part. But while I am a 
staunch advocate for doing away with pew-rents, and adopting the offertory system 
as the most scriptural — and if fairly tried the most satisfactory, financially — I 
nevertheless contend that in many districts, such for example as my own of 
St. Martin, the offertory alone will not meet all, nor nearly all, the wants of the 
parish. In all such districts there ought to be an endowment of at least ;f 300 a 
year and a house, to keep the clergyman above starvation point, and above all to 
make him independent to some extent of his people. " 

Mr. Melvill Green took exception to the statement of Dr. Hessey that, but 
for pew-rents Brighton would not have been so well provided with churches. Had 
there been, fifty years ago, the same feeling with regard to appropriated churches that 
there now is with regard to those places of private worship, proprietary chapels— viz. 
that they cannot be set up — the fashionable visitors to Brighton would not have 
been contented to stay away from church. They would have built unappropriated 
churches for their own accommodation ; and as the lower classes would not have 
been kept out, they must have provided for all classes, instead of for the upper only. 
Dr. Hessey had stated that in some churches and nonconformist chapels there are 
low-rented seats, which the poor gladly hire, and he concluded that tney preferred 
to rent seats. This conclusion was erroneous. The lower classes like to do what 
their betters do. As the classes above them have reserved seats, they wish to have 
them too. So soon as the rich are content to acknowledge that all are equal within 
the Church's gate, the poor will acknowledge it too. It had been assumed that by 
abolishing pew-rents some revenue would be lost. It is obvious that not a sixpence 
is thereby diverted into any other channel. Who are they that will withhold their 
help ? Not those who feel that not a tenth only, but all they have is their Master's, 
nor those who have learnt that he that is taught in the Word, whether he be rich 
or poor, is to minister to him that teacheth. Who is it, except "the unwilling 
and the niggardly"? Do we want the gifts of such ? If we do, God does not. 
Let all modes of Church finance be tested by this rule — not how will money be got, 
but how will the giver be influenced (applause). 

The Rev. C. P. Dalton, of Highgate, and Mr. Cozens addressed themselves 
chiefly to the Curates* Augmentation and Lome Funds. 

Canon Gregory contrasted the system of vested interest in pews, which formerly 
prevailed, with the feeling which was now so general on the subject. He expressed 
nis strong objection to pew-rents and his delight to find that the line of defence 
previously taken had been abandoned, and pew-holders only now asking for time 
to enable them to make the necessary aiTangements to secure the requisite provision 
for the clergy from other sources. They said, in effect, "Give us a little longer to 
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live, and we shall gradually die away." That was the feeling of the Congress on 
this question, and of the Church of England generally. Which system was it best 
to trust to for supporting the clergy of the Church — selfishness or devotion ? Let 
people be taught in the best possible manner. The great work before the clergy 
was the salvation of souls. The making a provision for themselves was a secondary 
consideration. He did not think the scarcity of candidates for holy orders was due 
to the poor stipends of curates, but rather to events in the Church, and to the 
disquietude produced by threats of political action. 

The Rev. R. C. Billing said he was no advocate for pew-rents, but was a 
strong advocate for appropriation. Last year he spoke as the minister of a church 
in wWch he had been able to abolish pew-rents and trust to the weekly offertory. 
He had not been able yet to effect the same in a large church in London, accom- 
modating 2300^ of which 1500 sittings were let and afforded the only income of 
the incumbent besides that arising from fees. He referred to the manner in which 
" free and open churches," so called^ were often really churches in which individuals 
appropriated sittings to themselves and j^<7ze//A/ at any one who ventured to interfere 
with tneir possession. He thought that the body of every parish church should be 
allocated by the churchwardens, on condition of regular occupation, but that it 
should be free and unappropriated to all other than the regular services. Weekly 
offertory and pew-rents, where necessary, were not incompatible. 

The Rev. E. J. Hoare thought clergymen were too shy in urging their claims 
for support on their congregations. The duty of congregations to support their 
ministers was strongly kid down in the Scriptures and in the Prayer Book ; and 
he thought that if the matter were put more prominently before congregations as a 
duty, a greater amount of support to the clergy would be the result. 

The discussion then closed. 



On Thursday afttmoon a sectional meeting was held in the Com Exchange to 
consider ** The Duty of the Church to the Young." Bishop Tufnell presided. 
The first paper was read by the Rev. J. Vaughan, and the second by the Rev. G. 
Venables, both of whom dwelt on the benefits and difficulties of Sunday-schools 
and catechizing. But no mention was made by either of the fact that not more 
than one Sunday scholar out of twenty attends Divine service after childhood. 
Several speakers followed — ^all silent on this important fact, until our friend, 
Mr. Henry Clark, of Liverpool, rose and said: — ** The first duty of the Church 
towards her young is to inculcate in them the first principles of Christianity and 
the obligation of public worship. This I take to be the paramount duty of the 
Church, otherwise her teaching falls short of its highest object ; for if the Sunday- 
school does not make people come to church, it does nothing. What are the facts 
of the case? They are that the children of the Church in the nineteenth century 
are taught anything and everything except this first duty, which we all agree is 
the duty of the Church. I hold that the Church is chargeable with the neglect of 
this duty, and not only so, but is chargeable with another and graver offence. These 
young leave the Sunday-school ; and what happens ? The Church actually sanc- 
tions certain obstructions to public worship when these children enter the wide world, 
when they are leaving their Sunday-school, and when they should be specially cared 
for. Just as the child leaves the Sunday-school, that moment, as a matter of fact, 
he leaves the Church. One day, in course of a conversation with a good, earnest, 
pious Evangelical clergyman, alluding to the rows of fine lads who lined the aisles 
. of his churcS, I put it to him, * What becomes of those boys after they leave your 
Church school ? If they are not found in your church, why is it ? ' He answered, 
* That is an awful question.' He was staggered ; and it is indeed an awful ques- 
tion, and one that ought to ring in the ears of every Sunday-school teacher — 
\ Where is the flock 3iat was given to thee, thy beautiful flock ? * Why are not 
those children in the church ? It is simply because they cannot go. A superin- 
tendent of a Sunday-school said that he had been at some pains to track out the 
whereabouts of 100 of his scholars. Of twenty-three he could learn nothing ; and 
of the remaining seventy-seven only two could be found to be regular Church 
worshippers." 

A Member— "Where were the rest ?" 
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Mr. Clark — " I do not know. Only two of them attended church. I say there 
is no alternative under our present system. Is it supposed that a child is to go to the 
churchwardens, cap in hand, when he leaves school, and say, ' Give me a sitting for 
mysejf ?' Is the religious sentiment so impressed in that bojrs mind as to impel him 
to such a step as that, and is it likely his petition would be answered ? Certainly not ! 
The consequence is, that boy on leaving the Sunday-school either joins one of the 
sects or becomes non-worshipping. The difficulty is as great with the clergyman as 
with the boy. The clergyman cannot go to the boy and say, * My boy, you must not 
leave our Church. I regard you with the same solicitude I have ever done. It 
was I who admitted you into the Church by the rite of holy baptism; it was I who 
prepared you for confirmation, and have been instructing you all these years. At 
my hands you first received the Blessed Sacrament.' He cannot say that (" Why 
not ?") I am asked why not Because the church is pewed. (A Voice — ** So are 
the chapels.") The boy is not likely to go to the free seats, and his clergyman 
cannot say, * Now, my boy, I have the same regard and affection for you I ever 
had.' He cannot say, * You may command my services as well as the richest man 
in the place can command them. The church is at your disposal.' The Church, 
therefore, loses the boy. The clergyman is helpless, and there is no probability, 
under our present system, of the boy continuing to be a devout worshipper in his 
own mother Churdi'. At a school in Worcestershire of 500 children, the teacher 
of the first class of boys was puzzled how it was that his boys did not come to 
church after leaving school. The church was pew-appropriated. He was still 
further puzzled tluit in School-board contests nis chief opponents were men 
once in his Sunday-school. At last it dawned upon him that the tie between the 
Church and the Sunday-school was dissolved when the boys left the school, and 
they either joined the sects or became non-worshipping. What, then, are we to 
do ? First, we should inculcate the necessity of every man, woman, and child 
coming before God and offering Him homage. Then we should have free churches. 
Until that is done, you may take any trouble you like with your Sunday-schools, 
but you will never ensure an attached, devout, and constant number of worshippers 
from them." (Cheers.) 

On the same evening in the Dome was' held the ** Working Men's Meeting." 
The Bijshop of Chichester presided, and after delivering an eloquent address, 
called on 

Canon Miller, who remarked, in the course of his speech, that somehow or other 
working men were not seen in the House of God as the clergy would desire to see 
them. He remembered attending, a few years ago, a very important meeting of the 
clergy with whom were associated Nonconformists and representatives from the 
working classes. It was in London, and held privately that the working men might, 
without scruple, state their views fully, and, speaking in a very homely way, the 
question was asked, why so many thousand working men would not come to 
church. (Cries of **No seats.") Well, he would give them one if they came to 
Greenwich, and one for their wives as well. (Laughter.) As to the question of 
seats generally, he acknowledged that the pewed and be-cushioned churches had 
been one of the great hindrances to the working men's attending church. He 
believed that in a very large number of churches there was as mudi accommoda- 
tion at any rate as the working glasses were disposed to avail themselves of, but as 
for those high pews — as to my lord worshipping as if he was entirely a superior 
being in the presence of G»od, from the man in the fustian jacket — ^he did not 
believe in them, and he hoped they would be swept clean out of the Church 
of England. (Cheers.) 

On the last day of the Congress no reference was made to our principles. 



Our Fourth Object.— At the Lincoln Diocesan Church Congress, held on 
the 25th ult., in the Assembly Rooms, Lincoln, under the presidency of the Bishop, 
Mr. T. H. Oldman advocated the opening of churches daily for private prayer. 
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Pews.— The Rev. Mackenzie E. Walcott, F.S.A., in a recent letter to the 
Church Review, says: — " Pews are earlier than the Reformation. They differed 
from * forms* (* settles* or * benches'). See Stubs' * Anatomic' (1585), p. 92. 
Bishop Quiril in 1287, at the Synod of Exeter, cap. 12, says: — * Whereas we are 
given to understand that parishioners do oftentimes quarrel about seats, to the 
great scandal of the Church and disturbance of Divine Service, two or more 
frequently challenging the same seat, from henceforth none shall claim any property 
in any seat in Church, save noblemen and patrons; and if any come to Church to 
say their prayers, let them do it in what place they please' (Wilkins, ii. 140). The 
same principle of appropriation to * magni et excelsi ' is laid down in the Cseri- 
moniale approved by Clement VIII. (lib. i. c. 13) as canonical, laudable, and 
primitive ! and these sedes are to be plus minusve pro cujusque dignitate et gradu 
ornata. The word is spelt /«w^ by W. Langland in the fourteenth century, and 
somewhat \2Xtx pueis. Bishop Bonner, in 1554, asks 'whether there be seats and 
pews for the parishioners to sit in, honestly prepared and kept, after the old ttsage 
and custom^ (Doc. Ann. i. 152), and alludes to the * contention, discord, debate, 
and strife between parishioners, especially in time of Divine Service, for sitting, in 
pews and seats in church' (p. 159). Doors were also in existence before the time 
of Edward VI. In 1549, at St. Mary's, Old Fish-street, I find, *for ij payer of 
hanges for a pew dore, viid.' St. Mary Woolnoth, *for ij old pewe dores for 
viijd.' Ludlow, 1541, *for Anne Davis knelyngeplace, xiid. Received of 
T. Heytone for the reversyoun of his father's pewe, vjd. 1543, reseyvide of 
Mrs. Glasyer for a pewe after the decesse of Mr. Draper, xxd.' These dififpred 
from the * comjm' (common) pews. Bale, in his * Images of Both Churches,' dis- 
tinctly mentions among previous abuses * Church stools and pews that are well paid 
for' (Image xiii. 12). In the churchwardens' accounts of St. Margaret's, West- 
minster, several entries occur like the following items: — * Of Sir Hugh Vaughan, 
Knight, 1509, for his part of a pew, vis. viijd.;' * 1511, received of Knight the 
Courtier for his wive's pewe, ijs.' At Reading, 1523, nineteen seats were let to 
different parishioners at lourpence (Coates). The great religious revival of recent 
years has really destroyed this wretched system, and good Bishop Wren in 1636 
first cut down their extravagant height to a yard." 

"Our Church : an Appeal : being a Letter to the Vicar of Christ- 
church, Lee." By Laicus. (Spottiswoode and Co.) 

This little pamphlet strikingly illustrates that increased desire for (among 
other essentials) the offertory, and for free and open churches, on which 
Churchmen have within the last ten years had to congratulate themselves. 
It seems at the first glance rather a reversal of the natural order of things 
to find a layman urging these points on his vicar, instead of an incumbent 
recommending them to his parishioners; but, when good ends are in view, 
we must not be super-sensitive about the means employed. At the present 
day there is a constantly growing interest in Churdh work on the part of 
a large section of the laity— an earnest, even enthusiastic, desire to promote 
and take part in it — which only needs direction and reflation to prove 
of inestimable value. In the present instance "Laicus" makes his appeal 
with much personal sympathy and respect for the vicar to whom it is 
addressed ; and we cannot but go with him most fully when he says : " Fourthly, 
I ask for the removal of that great hindrance — especially to the poorer parishioners 
— in coming to church at all in the first place, and to hearty and devotional service 
in the next, the exclusive pew system. If our church is to be really a missionary 
church, and if we ourselves are to feel welcome to God's house, that house must 
be free and open." Adding, ** I ask not only for the church to be free, but open 
for private as well as public prayer, for seasons of quiet meditation and reading. " 
In view of the rapid growth of interest and faith in our principles, we look 
confidently forward to no very distant day when a closed pew or a locked church 
shall be regarded as a thing of the past— a relic of barbarism. In the meantime, 
as one step towards that happy day, we earnestly trust that the well-directed 
energy of our friend, the author of this excellent "Appeal," will meet with the 
success it deserves in Lee and Lewisham. 
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Gloucester Cathedral. —Horace Walpole, in a letter to Richard Bentiey, 
dated September, 1773 (Peter Cunningham's Correspondence of Horace Walpole^ 
Vol. II., p. 355), thus describes a curious pew then existing in Gloucester Cathedral. 
He says : — ** Here is a moderAity which beats all antiquities for curiosity : just by 
the high altar is a small pew hung with green damask, with curtains of the same ; 
a small cupboard, painted, carvoi, and gilt, for books in one comer, and two 
troughs of a bird-cage, with seeds and water. If any mayoress on earth was small 
enough to enclose herself in this tabernacle, or abstemious enough to feed on 
rape and canary, I should have sworn that it was the shrine of the queen of the 
aldermen. It belongs to a Mrs. Cotton, who, having lost a favourite daughter, is 
convinced her soul is transmigrated into a robin red-breast ; for which reason she 
passes her life in making an aviary of the Cathedral of Gloucester. The Chapter 
indulge this whim, as she contributes abundantly to glaze, whitewash, and orna- 
ment the church." 
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TO OUB 'R'EAJyERB.^TAe present number of the Advocate contains 
12 additional pages, and although each copy costs Threepence-three-far- 
THINGS AND A FRACTION {including postage), it is seftt gratuitously to every 
Member and Associate ; we trust therefore that, considering the state of the 
Council's funds reported by the Treasurer on the /^h inst. {seep, 79), all friends 
who recognize the importance of the National work this magazine advocates, and are 
impressed by the remarkable progress in the number of free Churches opened and the 
acceptance of our principles at the Brighton Congress this number records, will con^ 
tribute liberally towards clearing off the Council's debt to its Treasurer. 

Issued by authority of the Qoxi'^QW. of the \smv>o^ Free and Open Church 
Association. — Cheques and Post-office Orders should be made payable to the 
Trectsurer, Edwin C. Ireland, Esq., a/ 25, Norfolk Street, Strand, W.C., and 
crossed "Union Bank of London.*^ 

GILBERT AND RIVINCTON, PRINTERS, ST. JOHN'S SQUARE, LONDON. 
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IHE London Free and Open Church Association. — A Meet- 
ing of the Executive Council, adjourned from the 4th November, 
was held at the office, 25, Norfolk Street, Strand, on Wednesday 
evening, the nth November; Alfred Buckley, Esq., in the chair.* 
There were also present :—H. C. Coote, Esq., F.S.A., E. C. 
Ireland, Esq. (Treasurer), Edward M. Courtney, Esq., J. Wad- 
don Martyn, Esq., Henry Sutton, Esq., Edward J. Athawes, Esq., Bowes 
A. Paice, Esq., Richard B. Prosser, Esq., C. Graham Carttar, Esq., J. L. 
Vincent, Esq., and the Secretary. 

The subject of the Parish Churches Bill was again considered, and the fol- 
lowing gentlemen were requested to act as a special Committee, to consult 
with members of Parliament, and make arrangements for its re-introduction 
into Parliament early in the ensuing session, viz. : — Earl Nelson, the Rev. W. 
H. Browne, and Messrs. Buckley, Coote, Heales, Ireland, Prosser, and 
Sutton. 

Mr. Carttar moved, and Mr. Martyn seconded^ the following resolution, 
which was carried, viz; : — 

"That the Council of the LondoaFree and Open Church Association leanis 
with satisfaction that the Dean and Chapter of Worcester have decided not to 
allow the Triennial Festival of the Three Choirs to be held in Worcester 
Cathedral, such festivals being in the opinion of the Council opposed to the 
principles of the Association in the following respects, viz. : — That all public 
services held in a cathedral should be open to all alike without payment," and that 
the use of the cathedral for such a purpose is calculated to interfere with the 
ordinary Divine Services, and to hinder its use for private prayer.'* 

Among other matters the Secretary reported the substance of a correspondence 
with the Rev. J. S. Boldero, Vicar of Amblecote, Stourbridge, which had resulted 
in his having determined to abolish pew-rents (which at present formed the greater 
part of his income) after Lady-day next, to make every seat in the church free and 
unappropriated, and in future mainly to depend for his support upon the free-will 
offerings of the people contributed through the Offertory. A Public Meeting 
would be held at the Com Exchange, Stourbridge, on Monday evening next, to 
support Mr. Boldero in the step he had taken. (See p. loi). The Secretary also stated 
that the Rev. R. Hodgson, Vicar of Christ Church, West Bromwich, a parish of 
upwards of 18,000 inhabitants, had also decided to give up the pew-rents which 
supplied part of his income, and to declare the church free to all the parishioners. 
Arrangements would be made as soon as possible for holding a Public Meeting 
at West Bromwich. / , 

At the ordinary Monthly Meeting of the Executive Council held on the 2rid 
inst., at the office, 25, Norfolk-street, Strand ; Robert Bajmian, Esq., in the chair, 
the Right Rev. Bishop Beccles, Vicar of St. Peter's, Bethnal Green, and Josiah 
Spode, Esq., Hawkesyard Park, Rugeley, were announced and approved as new 
Vice-Presidents. 

In the unavoidable absence of the Treasurer, the Chairman stated that there 
was a balance of £,2 \\s, \od, against the Association. Bills amounting to 
£^*l 1 5 J. yi. were passed for payment as soon as funds would permit. 

The Rev. W. H. Browne and Mr. R. B. Prosser were added to the General 
Committee. 

A 
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It was reported that the Legal Committee met on the 24th November and 1st 
inst., and had considered and given advice on an important case. 

It was also reported that a vigorous agitation was going on at Christ Church, 
Bants, to pull down the large unsightly pews which now encumber the interior of 
the parish church (the well-known beautiful Priory Church), and to throw it 
open to the whole body of the parishioners, seating the floor with chairs. Two 
meetings of the parishioners had been held, and resolutions in favour of freedom 
carried by overwhelming majorities. The Secretary was instructed to afford 
every assistance possible to the parishioners, especially with reference to the 
legality of certain so-called ** faculty*' pews, the owners of which objected to the 
proposed alterations. 

It was also reported that a well-attended and successful Public Meeting was 
held at Stourbridge, on the i6th ult., Major Walker, of Stourbridge, presiding, 
when an able address was delivered by the Rev. J. S. Jones, on behalf of the 
Association. (See p. loi). 

Mr. J. Skinner Farmer, Snowdon Villa, Chard, was appointed Honorary Local 
Secretary for Chard and the neighbourhood. 

The Secretary reported that the applications for advice and papers were 
increasing to a great extent, which clearly showed how rapidly the movement was 
spreading. 

All Saints', Margaret Street. — This church, which used to be open daily 
for private prayer from 10 a. m. till noon, and from 2 till 5 p.m. except on Mondays 
and Saturdays, is now open throughout every day, viz., from 7 a.m. until 9 p.m. 

St. Andrew's and St. Mark's, Surbiton. — A very successful Mission 
has been held in these distrifcts within the last three weeks. The Surrey Comet 
of the 5th inst., in describing the labour of the Missioner, says : — ^* Another piece 
of intelligence^ which will be eminently satisfactory to many^ is that the church- 
wardens of St. Andrew^ s have arranged for all the seats in that church to be free and 
non-appropriated at all services except that on Sunday morning. The church- 
wardens of St. Mctrk^s hope soon to make a similar announcement. 

The Ascension, Lavender Hill, Wandsworth. — This temporary church 
was opened on Saturday, October loth. The services throughout the day were 
most hearty, and the congregations very good. The district comprises the Shaf- 
tesbury Park Estate, on which there is to be "neither church, chapel, nor public- 
house." 

We learn from the Rev. J. B. Wilkinson that this church is free and open, as 
will be the permanent Church. The sexes are divided here. Up to the present 
time there have been 400 Communicants, and the Offertory has realized ;^ioo. The 
church is open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. for private prayer, and there is not a single 
paid official in connexion with it. 

Brixton.— Pew Rents by way of Charity.— We learn from a late number 
of the Guardian that at a meeting of the Common Council, held last month, the 
vicar of St. Matthew's, Brixton, whose church is attended by the children of the 
Freemen's Orphan School and the alms-people of the Corporation, presented a 
petition for a grant of money towards the erection of a new church in that parish, 
upon which Mr. W. S. Cover (a member of the School Board) moved the pre- 
viWis question, urgfng that the court ought not to grant money for denominational 
purposes. " He admitted that but for the principle involved he should be inclined 
to support the prayer of the petition ; and he would not object to the Corporation 
paying adequately and liberally for the sittings of their orphan children and alms- 
people in the church in question. " Alderman Sidney observed, amid cheers, that 
the Corporation had voted no less than ;^ 150, 000 for various denominational pur- 
poses during the last forty years, and he hoped it would be long before they adopted 
the hard and fast line suggested by Mr. Cover. The sentiments of Mr. Cover 
were opposed and ridiculed by Mr. J. T. Bedford, Sir Sills Gibbons (a Vice- 
President of the London Free and Open Church Association), Mr. M*George, and 
Mr. Deputy Hora; and the vicar's petition was referred by an overwhelming 
majority to the committee for consideration. 
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St. Stephen's, Lewisham (Vol. ii.. p. 95).— We are glad to hear that at a 
"Choral Festival Service" at this church, on the 3rd ult., the seats were declared 
free for the evening. May we indulge a hope that this may prove the "thin edge 
of the wedge," and that the energetic vicar, the Rev. R. Rhodes Bristow, will 
shortly see his way to abolish the present miserable system of pew-rents and appro- 

}}riation at this church — a step which we feel sure would be welcomed by all but a 
ew (alas, that there should be such !) influential members of the congregation, who 
consider a rented pew a test of gentility. The Rev. Henry White, chaplain of the 
Savoy, preached on the occasion with his usual eloquence. We have reason to 
believe that, as a general principle, he agrees with our movement, but is unable to 
adopt it at the Chapel Royal, though he has instituted the weekly offertory there. 

St. John the Divine, Kennington. — This new church was consecrated by 
the Bishop of Winchester on November 14th. The cost of the church so far has 
been ;^ 1 8,000, about ;f 8000 more being required for the tower and spire. The 
Mission was originated in 1866 by the late Rev. H. R. Lloyd, of St. Mark's, and 
has been energetically carried on ever since by the Rev. D. Elsdale and the Rev. 
J. Athawes. In 1868 a temporary church was erected and was opened by Bishop 
Wilberforce. The population of the district (legally constituted in 1872) is about 
9000, and the new church has kneeling for 1000 persons for whom moveable 
chairs instead of the ordinary benches have been provided. St. John's is, we 
believe, the finest modem church in South London ; and, as a centre of Church 
work, its iiifluence will be of incalculable value, 

Alton, Hants.— A meeting was held at the Town Hall on the 21st ult., 
Lord Selbome in the chair, to consider the best means of completihg the building- 
fund of a new church. His Lordship said he was pleased to find that the sittings 
would be entirely free, and he wished that the same system were adopted in every 
church in the kingdom. It was difficult to break through a habit which had 
existed many years, but he believed it would give way by degrees. 

Ormskirk.-^A curious ecclesiastical case is likely to arise in connexion with 
the freedom of seats in the parish church here. The vicar has lately abolished all 
pew-rents in the church. Jurisdiction over one wing of the edifice called the 
Scarisbrook Chapel is claimed, however, by the Marquis de Casteja, a Roman 
Catholic, as lay-rector, and the latter has now intimated his intention of enforcing 
payment of pew-rents to himself. ** ITiese," says the Bristol Mercury^ "amount 
to about £^0 a year." 

St. Margaret's, Anfield, Liverpool (Vol. ii. p. 12). — An address has 
just been presented to the patron of this church, G. T. R. Preston, Esq., by the 
parishioners, communicants, and members of the congregation, recording their 
p;rateful thanks for the unwearied labours bestowed by him in rendering the church 
m every way worthy of the spiritual service to which it was consecrated (25 th 
November, 1873), 2"id» moreover, for making it free to rich and poor alike. That 
the church is so largely used by the inhabitants of St. Margaret's parish abun- 
dantly proves the wisdom of this generous policy. — Monthly Paper of the Chester 
Diocesan Open Church Association, 

St. Paul's, Walsall. — In sending his subscription to the Secretary, Mr. II. 
Farrington writes:^ "I am pleased to inform you that on Wednesday, the 4th 
inst., we reopened this church, after its having been closed for nearly two months 
for the purpose of cleaning and painting, and, what is to my mind a great improve- 
ment, substituting for the old-fashioned high pews free and open seats, which I 
hope to see in all churches. We are wholly dependent on the weekly offertory, 
but as we have a good vicar (the Rev. W. Allen) to start with, we shall fill our 
church and open the eyes — and the purses, I hope — of many of the old congrega- 
tion, who were much opposed to the doing away with their comfortable pews. Our 
hands are full of Church work. " 

Wingham, Kent.— This parish church has been restored by Mr. B. Ferrey at 
a cost exceeding ;f 3000. The newspapers announce that ** the entire body of the 
church has been fitted up with low open benches,'* but do not say whether these 
benches are to be appropriated or declared absolutely free. 

Canada. — Last month the Lower House of the Provincial Synod passed "a 
motion in favour of univci-sally free churches. " 

A 2 
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Trinity Church, Brighton.— ** This church," says the London corre- 
spondent of the Western, Morning Newsy of November 28th, ** affords a clear case 
in favour of the Free and Open Church movement. At a quarter before eleven 
on Sunday the aisles were crowded with people, and not a seat was occupied. 
At eleven o^clock the service commenced with a congregation in the aisles, and 
the pews still for the most part empty. The seat-holders then commenced a 
stru^le for their pews, which would have been discreditable in a theatre, but as 
the standing crowd were not allowed to sit down, and as two bodies cannot 
occupy the same space, the visitors who had possession of the aisle could not get 
out of the way of the renters who wished to get possession of the pews. 
This state of things continued until twenty minutes past eleven, when permission 
was given to visitors, who had been standing half-an-hour, to occupy the. seats 
which they might just as well have taken as they entered. Order was then re- 
stored, and the excitement died away in time for the congregation to listen to an 
excellent sermon." 

Christ Church, Lancaster.— The Vicar (the Rev. Philip Bartlett), in an 
address recently issued, says, ** My first act on coming among you was, you may 
remember, to abandon all income derived from pew-rents, and to make the church, 
as far as I could, free and unappropriated to all. I am very thankful for this, for 
many reasons, and espeqially because it serves to witness to the great truth that 
God is no respecter of persons, and that in His House all, rich and poor alike, 
should feel themselves equally welcome. I earnestly hope that those who attend 
the church will bear this in mind, and steadily set their faces against that narrow 
spirit of selfish excluaiveness, which is so repugnant to the idea of Christianity and 
to it^ first lesson that * we are members one of another.* " We are glad to learn 
that as z, substitute for pew-rents the ofFertory has proved comparatively a finan- 
pal success. The amount realized during the year, including special offertories, 
was;^l6s, ^ result which the vicar considers "encouraging " as to the future ; and 
he says that although his is ** not a wealthy congregation," he has ** no fear of the 
offertory system breaking down or proving insufficient for the needs of the 
church. 

St. John the Baptist, Gloucester, — This old church was reopened on the 
3rd ult., after reseating and other very necessary restorations, at a cost exceeding 
^650, raised chiefly through the indefatigable exertions of the curate, the Rev. 
Horace P, Edge, and the churchwarden, Mr, Charles J eynes, proprietor of the 
Gloucester Mercury. The old hightbacked oak pews have been replaced by low 
open seats ; but we regret to say that, though doors have been abolished, appro- 
priation continues. Will not the rector (the Rev. Barry Charles Browne) and the 
wardens complete the good work by making the church free throughout, to rich 
and poor alike ? Unless they do so, the improvements made will be but improve- 
ments to the eye, doing little, when the novelty has worn off, towards filling the 
church and the preaching of the Gospel to the poor. The sermon at the reopening 
was preached by the Loni Qishop of^the diocese. One of the rectors of this church 
was the Rev. Thomas Stock, B.D., co-founder with Robert Raikes, in 1783, of 
Sunday-schools ; though to the latter gentleman the sole honour has generally been 
erroneously ascribed. The present rector may be as distinguished in his parish 
as his predecessor, if he will give it a church which all th^ parishioners may use in 
common without respect of persons. The sucoess of St Catherine's should show 
him what freedom will do. 

Blakesley, Northants.— We regret to learn that the efforts to make this 
new church free and open have failed. 

Algiers. — We are glad to hear again from our valued friend Mr. Octavius L. 
Hi)ls, who is wintering at Mustapha Superieur. In sending us two paragraphs 
which we use elsewhere, Mr. Hills says, * ' It is quite wonderful what strides our 
principle has made. Every one says that at the Church Congress it was practically 
a ceded question, and it is astonishing how one is constantly falling across such 
evidences of it as the enclosed. I hope the Association prospers. Even here, 
where no principle is involved, free and open practice is contemplated ; for 
although at the English Church a charge is made of £^ a sitting for the season, it 
is distinctly to continue only until the church is paid for, when all the sittings are 
to be free." 
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Stourbridge. — On Monday evening the i6tli ultimo, a public meeting was'held 
at the Com Exchange under the auspices of the London Free and Open Church 
Association, to hear an address by the Rev. J. S. Jones, vicar of Hook, Kingston- 
on-Thames (who attended as a deputation), on the ** Evils of the Pew system in 
its exclusion of the majority of the people from their parish churches, and the 
remedy proposed." There was a good attendance. The chair was taken by 
Major Walker. 

The Rev. J. S. Boldero, M.A., vicar of Amblecote, proceeded to read»ajl©tter 
from Mr. Allsopp, M.P., who was prevented by illness from presiding at the meet- 
ing. The writer said he wished the olyect of the meeting every success. Letters 
were also read from Sir Edmund Lechmere and Mr. W. H. King. The latter gentle- 
man, while regretting that he could not be present, expressed the opinion that the 
free and open church system would not entail any pecuniary loss. The Rev. Mr. 
Boldero went on to say that he had never liked the system of pew-rents. From 
the time he came into that neighbourhood he resolved to abolish them, though he 
could not carry his views out all at once. For his part, he was determined never 
to touch a shilling from pew-rents again. 

The Rev. J. S. Jones then addressed the meeting. He premised that the advo- 
cates of the free and open seat system in churches never went into a neighbour- 
hood where they were not invited by Churchmen who desired to bring before their 
brethren that subject; that the association had no political or Church party 
character whatever; and that they did not come in any hostile spirit to those who 
did not agree with them. He then proceeded to lay down what were the princi- 
ples they desired to commend to their brother Churchmen, as to public worship, 
and vindicated their Scripturalness, their reasonableness, and their necessity. The 
rev. speaker closed an able exposition of our principles with the statement that the 
, association he represented was prepared to prove that if the free and o|)en church 
system were carried out with the goodwill of minister and people, it would be found 
in the end that the freewill offerings of the people would effectually support the 
Church. (Cheers.) 

The Rev. Hugh Sherrard said it was principally tlurough Mr. Boldero's action 
that that meeting was held, and personally he was very glad that Mr. Jones had 
been brought there to speak on the subject, because he thought it was a great 
question, and one wliich wanted ventilating. He had not the slightest hesitation 
in saying that the people of this country should now come forward, and with one 
voice claim that in all old parish churches the common right of every parishioner^ 
the pews, shoidd be restored and given back to the people. (Cheers. ) With respect, 
however, to district churches, he must say a word in favour of pew-rents. He was 
not prepared to go so far as Mr. Boldero and say that ** abominable system of pew- 
rents," nor to say that he would not touch another farthing from such a source. He 
thought the system had done some good service in its time, being the only means 
of supporting the ministers in many of these district churches, the expenses con- 
nected with which could not otherwise have been maintained. At present he was 
not prepared to give up pew-rents entirely ; but he hoped that in course of time 
the people would be educated up to weekly giving to an extent that would lead to 
the total abolition of pew-rents. He had much pleasure in moving a vote of thanks 
to Mr. Jones for his clear, instructive, and earnest lecture. 

The Chairman, in seconding the motion, said that abstractly considered it was 
perfectly clear that the proper course to be puGsued was to declare all churches free 
and open. (Cheers.) He spoke with some experience as a churchwarden ; and he 
doubted whether there was such an amount of earnestness among the congregations 
of district churches as would lead them to expect the revenue derived from pews 
would be made up by voluntary contributions. One half the seats in St. Thomas's 
Church had been declared free some time ago ; and, as a collector, it often grieved 
him to see how very little was contributed towards the expenses of maintaining the 
Church by those persons who frequented the free seats. — The motion was then 
carried. 

In reply to a question from Mr. W. Cooper, Mr. Jones said that pew-rents 
might be given up by the minister and congregation, without the sanction of the 
patron and bishop. 
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Bradford, Yorkshire. — On the 13th of October the Bradford Free and Open 
Church Society gave a soiree, Mr. W. Eastwood, President of the Society, in the 
chair. Amongst those present were the Revs. C. Edwards, E. Mercer, Dyson, 
and Clarke ; Messrs. T. Gamett, John Gumey, J. H. Mitchell, E. P. Peterson 
(hon. sec), &c., &c. After tea the Hon. Sec read the very^ satisfactory report ot 
the Council as to work done during the past year, but announcing a debt to the 
Treasurer of about £2%. The President then delivered a capital address, in which 
he congratulated the Society on its three years' success. The Rev. C. Edwards 
moved the following resolution: — "That this meeting warmly congratulates the 
vicar, churchwardens, and parishioners of St. Thomas on the adoption of unap- 
propriated sittings and the weekly offertory." Mr. J. H. Mitchell in seconding the 
motion made a very humorous and pointed speech— one of the best on the subject 
we have read lately — whidi was enthusiastically received. The resolution was car- 
ried unanimously. The Rev. J. G. Rice said they had succeeded in getting three 
Free and Open Churches in Bradford, namely, Thornton, Holy Trinity, and St. 
Thomas. The Rev. Mr. Dyson (vicar of St. Thomas) believed, in introducing the 
system into St. Thomas's Church every individual seat-holder was consulted on 
the changfs, and he was happy to say, that no serious opposition was raised by 
anybody. (Applause.) A few people slightly objected on the ground that they 
liked to sit in the same pew every Sunday, and they preferred to have their chil- 
dren beside them. He then said that, financially, the system was most successful, 
£^ xar. weekly being the average sum raised since they had thrown open the 
church. Mr. Dyson concluded by saying that the Free and Open Church system 
was no party matter, and represented no section whatever, and on that account he 
had no fear as to the result. (Loud applause.) The Rev. J. Clarke, M.A., 
moved a vote of thanks to the ladies, singers, and all others who had in any way 
contributed to the success of the entertainment, which was seconded by Mr. John 
Ward, supported by Mr. T. Garnett, and agreed to. "The choir at intervals (says 
the Bradford Chronicle) sang various selections of music in an excellent manner, 
and several gentlemen also enlivened the meeting with songs. The proceedings 
were brought to a close with the National Anthem." [We much regret that the 
great pressure on our space has compelled us so long to delay our notice of this 
meeting, and now only enables us to mention instead of quoting from the excellent 
speeches delivered. The Council of the London Free and Open Church Associa- 
tion takes great interest in the welfare of the Bradford Society, whose energy 
and activity have done much in spreading our principles in its own locality. — Ed.] 

BLACKBURN.^-On the X2th ult., Mr. Prebble delivered an able address on 
"Free and Open Churches" in this town, at the Church Institute. He con- 
sidered the subject of " paramount importance to the clergy and the people ;" and 
continued : — "It is the boast of the clergy that the Church of England is the 
Church of the people, but is not this a misnomer ? Is it not the Chuith of the 
well-to-do, and this through the system of appropriation ? Take our own town 
as an example, and which of the churches may be said to be the church of the 
people, or the church of the parishioners of the respective parishes ? Probably 
not more than one ; and that the mother-church, St. Mary s. At St Peter's, 
in which the most ornate service is given, nine-tenths of the pew-holders are non- 
parishioners. A large portion of St. John's congregation are non-parishioners ; 
and I have no doubt, had I had time to make the necessary inquiries, I should 
have found in every church a large number of non-parishioners, to th& ex- 
clusion of the rightful and legal parishioners.* We regret that want of space 
prevents our giving further extracts. Mr. Prebble dealt most trenchantly with 
the evils of the pew system, referred to the " miserable parish squabbles," en- 
gendered by it at St. John's, and declared that " pews are costing the Church of 
England the hearts of thousands of the English people." Canon Birch (a Vice- 
President of the London Free and Open Church Association) presided, and said 
(according to ^it Blackburn Standard) ^2X. "he approved the sentiments con- 
tained in Mr. Prebble's paper." The Rev. W. R. Stephens also expressed his con- 
currence. 

Christchurch, Hants.— In our next number we shall notice the meeting 
recently held here. 
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St. Botolph's, Heene, Worthing. — We copy the following correspondence 
from the Worthing Intelligencer^ of October 17th and 24th, believing it will be 
read by our friends as conveying an implied but justly severe censure of the Incor- 
porated Church Building Society : — ** Sir, — Can any of your readers interpret for 
me the following notice, which I find in the beautiful parish church of Heene, just 
within the west door? 

'The Incorporated Society fof Building, &c.. Churches, granted aoo/., a.d. 1^79, towards 
building this Church, upon condition that all the seats be for the free use of the parishioners, 
according to law, suitable provision being made for the poorer inhabitants/ 
' ** The concluding sentence — * suitable provision being made for the poorer in- 
habitants * — puzzles me ; not, of course, the meaning of the words themselves, 
which is clear enough, but why the sentence appears tX all, since the notice has 
already set forth that * all the seats ' are to be * for the free use of the parish- 
ioners, according to law.' The only solution that has occurred to me is, that the 
authorities of the church, desirous of enunciating in word as well as in deed the 
only true principle of public worship, viz., the equal right of all the parishioners, 
of every class, in their parish church, have rather clumsily stated that principle as 
above, and have accidentally omitted * thereby * from the last sentence, which 
was intended to read, ' suitable provision being thereby made for the poorer inha- 
bitants.' I shall be glad if some one will kindly tell me whether this conjectured 
interpretation of mine is the correct one. If it is, I must say that I am still inclined 
to take exception to tihie wording of the notice; as in a church where, by the absence 
of seat appropriation, * suitable provision * is made for all the inhabitants, rich 
and poor alike, there can be no necessity to state in words that * suitable provi- 
sion is made for any one class. — I am, sir, yours obediently, A Visitor." 

To which the Rev. H. M. Beckles replied, "In reply to * A Visitor,' I beg to 
state that the wording of the notice to which he refers is not the work of the 
'authorities of the church.' The Incorporated Society for Building Churches, 
before they pay the grant they have made, require that a certain notice, which 
they themselves supply, be affixed in some conspicuous part of the church. That 
in St. Botolph's was sent from their office, and I have not power to alter it. But I 
quite agree with the remarks of your correspondent, and cannot but think that a 
notice so worded, unintentionally draws the very distinction between the wor- 
shippers which it has been, and I hope ever will be, my object to avoid." 

We hope some friend of our cause will urge the Committe of the I.C.B.S. to 
amend their form of notice. 

Nottingham. — A gentleman residing in this town writes to the Secretary, 
** For many years I refused to pay pew-rents, making my Easter offering instead ; 
but when I came to live in my present house I could no longer hold out. My re- 
sidence is in an extra-parochial district within which is no place of worship except 
an Episcopal Chapel, built under a special Act of Parliament, and endowed with 
pew-rents. All the pews are proprietary, and each gives a vote for the county, for 
which purpose some are held by distant owners. As my family must go to church, 
I pay pew-rent to some one, but I do not know my landlord. Under these circum- 
stances I should be guilty of great inconsistency in advocating Free and Open 
Churches, I must therefore beg you to excuse my placing myself in such a posi- 
tion." — ^J. P. This is but another instance of that terrible system of joint-stock 
churches — freehold in allotments of their sacred area conferring political power — 
which has done so much towards excluding the people from public worship, and 
bringing discredit on the Church in public estimation. We may remind the writer 
of this letter that he errs in supposing there would be any " inconsistency " in his 
joining the Association whilst attending a proprietary and closed church, the 
Council having specially provided for such cases in their 7th Rule, which declares 
that ** connexion with a pewed church, or the fact of deriving income from pew- 
rents is not necessarily inconsistent with membership," since many persons are 
compelled to submit to a system which they heartily condemn. This rule is quoted 
prominently on every prospectus issued by the Council, and as the secretary s cor- 
respondent received and acknowledged one of these it is surprising that he should 
urge the untenable plea of "inconsistency" against supporting a movement 
having for its chief object the abolition of a system he professes to disapprove. 
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St. George's, Walsall. — This church, we learn, is near completion, and 
will, it is hoped, be ready for consecration in January next. The seats will all be 
free and open. 

The Press. — We have to thank the Gldbe^ the North Londoner y the Gloucester 
Joumaly the Church RevieWy and the Surrey Cometh for friendly notice of, and 
quotation (with acknowledgment) from, our last number. Editors of newspapers 
containing notices of the Advocate^ or paragraphs relating to the movement — such 
as offertory statistics, experience of non-appropriation, &c — ^will greatly oblige us 
by sending copies of their papers to the Secretary. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED FROM OCT. 3 1ST TO DEC. 5TH, 1874. 

.050 



J^ s.d. 



Ainslie, Rev. Geon^e . (Don.) 

Ashbury, Jas. L., Esq., M.P. . . 3 a o 
Ashworth, Rev. F. G. E. . (Don.) 050 

Baker, Mrs. 050 

Balfour, B. R., Esa. . . . . o zo o 
Basevi, Lieut -CoL H. . . .05*0 
Batson, Thos., Esq. . (for Papers) o 13 o 
Beiby, Rev. G. . . . (1875) 050 
Blagrave, J. H., Esq. . . ^ a a o 

firowne. Rev. W. H 0x00 

Bulkley, Rev. E. . . (Don.) 0x00 

Bushell, Rev. W. Done . . . o 10 6 
Carrington, H. T., Esq. . . .050 
Carrington, Mrs. . ^ o 5 o 

Chaml^rlayne, Tankerville, Esq. .300 

Clark, Miss x x o 

Colvin, Mr. Walter . . . . o a 6 
Dalbjr, J. Watson, Esq. . . o 10 6 

Darwin, Francis, Esq. (1874 & 1875) 440 
Dingwall, Chas., Esq. . . . x x o 
2)ohznon, Miss Emily (Don.) 050 

Dunbar, }, A. Dunbar, Esq. (1875) 050 
Ferrey, Benjamin, Esq. . . . z z o 

Frayhng, H. W., Esq o zo o 

Fry, Chas. W., Esq, . . . . z z o 
Gore. G. R. Ormsby, Esq^ M.P. . a a o 
Haroinge, the Rt. Hon. Viscount .zoo 
Hayter, H. G., Esq. . . . . x x o 
Hill, Lieut-Col. E. S. . . . z i o 
Hodgkifison, W. Esq. . .050 

Holden. Hyla, Esq. . (deceased) o zo 6 
Jones, G. Haizies, Esq. . . z z o 

Jones, Rev. J. S. (Offertory at 

Hook Harvest Festival, zoth Sept) a o o 

Kine, G. Kelly, E»a z z o 

Kirkpatrick, Rev. K. C. . .050 

Lawson, W. N., Esq. . . . x z o 
Le Mesurier^ OpC, K.E. (Don.) 050 

Lewis, Rev. W. S 050 

Littlejohn, D. H., Esq. . . .050 

Lynde, Rev. T. G o zo 6 

Lyte, H. Maxwell, Esq. . . z z o 

Maddock, Rev. H. J. . .050 



Marchant, T. W. Esq. 

Meryon, Lewis, Esq. . 

Metcalfe, F. M., Esq. 

Middlemore, Thos. Esq. . 

Mildmay, H. Bingham, Esq. 

Morgan, Rev. Dr. 

Morris, F. Phillipste, Esq. 

Newman, Henry, 'E.fx^. 

Nicholas, Rev. G. D. 

Nicholas, John. Esq. . 

NichoU, Rev. J. R. . 

Noel, Rev. M. H. . 

Norns, Mr. T. E. . 

Overtoil, W. Esq. (Sub. & Don.) 

Parry, T. Gambier, Esq. 

Pearson, J L., Esq. . 

Phillips, F. M., Esq. . 

Phipps, Major Ramsey, R. 

Poole, Dr. G. K. 

PoweU,J. J. Esq.,Q.C. 

Preston, Mr. Robert . 

Rivington, Alex., Esq. 

Searancke, F J., Esq. . (Z875) z z o 

Spender, Edward, Esq. 

Taylor, Edward, Esq. .- . . o zo 

Thornton, Rev. C. C. . . .05 

Turner, John, Esq z z 

Utterson, Rev. Ferris (Sub. & Don.) o zo 
Vaughan, Rev. C L. (Offertory at 

Cfcurist Church, St. Leonard«K>n- 

Sea, on zzth Oct) . 
Vernon, T. Bowater, Esq. . 
Vernon, Rev. W. T. . 
Vincent, Rev. M. C. . 
Walker, John, Esq. . 
WalUs, Mrs. . . 
Watson, Rev. J. B. . 
White, William, Esq., F.S.A. 
Wilkinson, Rev. T. H. . 
Williams, Rev. David 
Wood, Henry F, Esq. 
Wodehouse, Rev. C. G. . 
Woods, M. C, Esq. . . 
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.500 
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• 050 
.050 
.050 



%♦ Pressure on our space compels us to postpone the insertion of severed paragraphs 
which are in type— one being an extract from the Rev* Dr, Hannah* s third Lecture 
at St, PauTs Cathedral. 

Issued by authority of the CovNCih of the Loiivoii Free and Open Church 
Association. Copies may be had on application to the Secretary, 25, Norfolk 
Street y Strand^ fV^C, or will be sent for One Year to any address on receipt of 
Eighteen Penny Stamps. 

Cheque and Post-office Orders in aid of the Funds of the Association should be 
made payable to the Treasurer^ Edwin C. Ireland, Esq, Cheques crossed 
"Union Bank of London." 



GILBERT AND RZVINGTON, PRINTERS, ST. JOHN's SQUARE, LONDON. 
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Vol. II. JANUARY 15TH, 1875. No. 37. 

[HE London Free and Open Church Association. -^The 
ordinary Monthly Meeting of the Executive Council was held on 
the 2nd inst., at the office, 25, Norfolk Street, Strand ; Alfred 
Buckley, Esq., presidiilg. There were also present the following 
members, viz. :— The Revs. W. A. Browne, and H. E. Nolloth^ 
Henry Lias, Esq., Edwdrd M. Courtney, Esq., H. C. Coote^ 
Esq., F.S.A., Richard B. Prosser, Esq., J. L. Vincent, Esq., J. Waddon Martyn, 
Esq., Alexander H. Watson, Esq., and C. Grahani Cafttar, Esq. 

W. Clinton Biket, Esq., Bayfofdbury, Herts ; and Captain Horace R. Spear- 
man, Madge Hill, Hanwell, were announced and approved as new Vice- 
Presidents. 

The Treasurei- reported that the income of the Association for the past year had 
amounted to ;^9I9 los. iid.^ and the expenditure to ;£882 ip. 2d., showing a 
balance in favour of the Association of ;^36 15J. 9^. Bills amounting to ^39 
5j. 4^. were passed for payment. 

Among other matters it was reported that the Legal Committee had met once 
since the last Council, and had considered and given advice on an important 
case. After the transaction of other unimportant business the Council adjourned. 

St. Paul's Cathedral.— We have been favoured With the following extract 
from the Rev. Dr. Hannah's third lecture-^^elivered on December 8th— on the 
question ** What has Christianity done for the poorer classes?" ** And if it be 
objected thdt this is the fault of Christian ministers and others, who ought to have 
taught the poor man how to advance ill life^ if he had the opportunity, we must 
reply, partly by acknowledging with sorrow the neglect of past days 5 but partly also 
by reminding the objector that the prodigious and unequal rise in population has 
completely overstrained and exhausted the provision which the Chutch had at her 
disposal fot the instruction of the masses; that large bodies of the poor, till 
recently, and till this day in some cases, have lived beyond the sound of all Chris- 
tian teaching ; that others have been sacrificed to a spirit of selfish interferente, in 
which the duties of the Church have been forgotten, and that others have been 
alienated by mistakes in the plans of Church extension, as when the poor were 
excluded from the rented, pews of churches ; that these are questions which lie 
beyond our iihniediate siibject, though Iwre may remark in passing that the Church 
many years ago became more thoroughly alive to her duty, and has long beeh 
straining eVeiy nerve to undo the mischief, and teclaim the poorer classes to her fold. " 

Whitechapel.— The writer of " Table Talk " in the Guardian says that this 
" Church, which was built in 1673, ^^^ rebuilt in 1763, is to be pulled down, and 
a new building erected, chiefly by the munificence of Mr. Coope, M; P. It was 
closed after the services of Sunday last (the 3rd inst; ). There was £t chureh here 
before the days of Wat Tyler, a chapel-of-ease to Stepney. The houses reached 
it before Queen Elizabeth's time, but how it got its designation of St. Mary Mat- 
fellon is not known. It has been conjectured that a family of the name owned the 
manor." — [We trust that in so populous a place as Whitechapel no attempt will 
be made to perpetuate the pew system in the proposed new church. As soon as 
possible a memorial, with as many signatures as can be procured, should be pre* 
sented to Mr. Coope, urging him to give his money upon the distinct understanding 
that the new building is for the free use in common of all the parishioners» — EDi] 
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St. Anne's, Brookfield, Highgate Rise. (Vol. I. p. 164.)— This small, 
wedge-shaped parish is bounded by Highgate on the north, and Kentish Town on 
the south, and nes chiefly between the converging lines of Maiden Lane and the high 
road from Highgate to Kentish Town. The greater part of this area was, till quite 
recently, grass land, but within the last few years a new town has been created, 
affording shelter to a large, shifting, and rapidly increasing population. The 
present parish church has aJways been well filled, and the new inhabitants, the 
majority of whom belong to the poorer classes, are therefore wholly unprovided 
for. With a view to the accommodation of these ** outcasts," a movement was set 
on foot to erect a new church — St. Mary's — which is to be entirely free and 
unappropriated, thanks to the untiring exertions of Mr. W. Ford, of Brookfield 
House, Millfield Lane, Highgate, upon whom nearly the whole of the work has 
fallen. The nave and aisles of the church are now built and roofed in, about 
£(300 having been already expended. A sum of ;f 650 is still required before the 
church will be ready for Divine Service, and we trust that those of our members 
who have not already assisted will give the case their careful consideration. We 
may add that Mr. Ford, who is a member of our Association, himself contributes 
;£'75o. Subscriptions may be paid to the Hon. Secretary (Mr. Ford), and to 
Messrs. Hoare, Fleet Street. 

St. Stephen's, Clewer(VoI II. p. 82). — In November we gave a brief notice 
of the opening of this church, since which — on the 8th ult. — it has been conse- 
crated by the Lord Bishop of Oxford. We have been favoured with a copy of 
the address to the parishioners, issued by the vicar (the Rev. George D. Nicholas), 
who says: — **The church is (I rejoice to say) entirely free and unappropriated 
(»'. e. any one can sit wherever he or she likes) ; but I shall ask you still to conform 
to the hitherto existing rule of the men and women sitting on different sides. My 
reason for desiring to keep up this custom is, because it was generally observed in 
the Early Church, and was always considered to promote reverence and order. 
We feel, too, that mothers will with less hesitation send their daughters to church 
alone, when they know they will sit with those of their own sex. It is sometimes 
objected that by this arrangement we separate families. To this I reply, that as 
in private prayer we approach God as individuals, in family prayer as families, so 
in public prayer we worship Him * in the great congregation' as all equally members 
of His holy Catholic Church. Still, lest I should cast a stumbling-block in the 
way of any, heads of families will be at liberty to sit together (if they wish it) in 
the north aisle {i. e. the seats between the pillars and the wall on the side at which 
you enter) ; and young children would always be permitted to accompany father 
or mother on their respective sides of the church." The church is open for private 
prayer five hours at least every week day. About £loo are required to extinguish 
the debt on the church, and the Vicar appeals for "the kind additional help of 
friends near and far, who themselves value, and are glad that others should have, 
an open church." In addition to this deficit £\qoq is required to complete the 
vestries and the rest of the church, as originally designed. 

Monkton Farleigh, Bath. — This parish church was reopened for Divine 
service on Thursday, November 5th, by the Right Rev. Bishop McDougal, LL.D., 
Archdeacon of the Isle of Wight, Canon of Winchester, and formerly Lord Bishop 
of Labuan. The building, which was restored some years ago, contained, until 
recently, old-fashioned pews, inconveniently arranged. These were removed, and 
a short time since replaced with open oak benches. This desirable change adds 
much to the appearance of the church and the comfort of the congregation. The 
removal of the old seats was taken as an opportunity to relay the floor of the nave 
and chancel, which has been raised two steps, and the communion-table another 
two, so that it is better "seen of the people. The opening service took place at 
three o'clock in the aftenioon. The prayers were read by the Rev. T. H. Tooke, 
rector of the parish ; the first lesson by the Rev. T. P. Rogers, vicar of Batheaston ; 
and the second lesson by the Rev. W. S. Shaw, curate of Twerton. The sermon 
was preached by Bishop McDougall, who delivered a very appropriate discourse 
to a large congregation. At the conclusion of the service, a collection was made 
in aid of the restoration fund. 
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Christchurch, Hants.— On the evening of November 16th a meeting of 
parishioners was held here at the vicar*s invitation to consider the question of free 
seats in the Priory Church, which are now in its coldest, darkest, and most distant 
part. There was a strong party in favour of throwing the whole nave open, 
and reseating it with chairs in place of the present high uncomfortable pews, 
which the vicar suppohed ; but there was great opposition on the part of seat- 
holders. The meeting was adjourned to the following Monday week. At the 
adjourned meeting on the 23rd November, the schoolroom in which it was held 
was overcrowded, 120 persons being present. The following resolutions were 
carried by large majorities: — I. "That the present system of arrangement and 
appropriation of sittings is very unsatisfactory." 2. ** That the sittings should bo 
free and open to all, respecting legal vested rights." It was proposed to form 
a Committee to ascertain what faculty pews really existed ; and it was also 
proposed to free the whole north side of the nave, but neither of these suggestions 
satisfied the opponents of the pew system. The papers of the London Free and 
Open Church Association had been freely distributed in the parish, and, 
by permission of the vicar, the Rev. Z. Nash, in the church porch, previous to 
the meetings. [We learn. from our friend Captain Harvey that our principles are 
maintained by a large proportion of the parishioners of the Priory Church, who 
hope at Easter to nominate and carry a churchwarden who will represent them. 
The present free seats are, as might be expected, very little used, all seats 
convenient for taking part in the service being appropriated to those who pay a 
yearly rent. We trust the efforts of those who are striving to introduce a more 
equitable system may meet with the success they deserve. —Ed.] 

St. Augustine, Tonbridge. — In October, 1873, a Memorial, very nume- 
rously signed by clergymen and lay members of the Church of England, was addressed 
to the Archbishop of Canterbury, setting forth the urgent need of additional 
church accommodation at Tonbridge, and they received from his Grace a most 
encouraging reply. For the purpose ^f assigning such district, the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners require that an Endowtnent Fund producing ;f loo per annum be 
transferred to them. The requisite sum has now been subscribed, and will be 
paid to the Commissioners when required. All the preliminary legal steps having 
been taken, it is understood that the district will be assigned by them in February 
next, and that they will make a grant of ;f 50 per annum, in addition to the;5ioo per 
annum raised by subscription. An admirable site for the church, between Cage 
* Green and Dryhill Park, has been given by Mr. Stenning, and legally conveyed 
to the Commissioners. The proposed new district extends over an area of more 
than two square miles, and contains not only a large and increasing suburb of 
Tonbridge, but a considerable outlying rural population, whose spiritual wants are 
urgent. It is intended, therefore, in the first instance, to build a temporary 
timber-framed church, to accommodate 300 persons, at a cost of about i<f 900. 
The seats will be entirely _^^(f and unappropriated. Subscriptions may be sent to 
our friend James F. Wadmore, Esq., Dry Hill, Tonbridge, a member of the Com- 
mittee, or to Charles R. Peake, Esq., the Treasurer, and crossed ** London and 
County Bank, Tonbridge Branch. " 

St. Mary's, Shoreh am. — A parishioner writes to the Secretary as follows: — **As 
respects our own parish church the state is most lamentable, a subscription being made 
yearly — colourably as a pew-rent — and a collection once a month to pay expenses, 
to which latter I of course contribute, having refused at all times to pay any 
subscription for the seats I occupy. The result s the poor are virtually excluded, 
and church matters are at the lowest possible point, dissent abounding, and the 
Roman Catholics building a very handsome chapel, although, I should think, a 
dozen would include the whole of the persons professing that faith. — D. P." 

St. Alban's, Earsdon, Durham. — This church has been re-opened after 
restoration and enlargement. A new chancel has been built, and a new organ 
placed on the north side of the chancel, convenient for the vicar, who also dis- 
charges the duties of organist. The old high pews have given place to "low and 
open free seats." 

Kelmarsh, Northampton.— This church has been lately restored at the 
expense of Mr. Richard C. Naylor, of Kelmarsh Hall. It has been reseated 
throughout with open benches. Are they free and unappropriated ? 

A Z 
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PiRTON, HiTCHiN.— The vicar of this parish, the Rev. Lindsay Lough- 
borough, has issued a circular in which he says : — **The question how are the 
fabrics of our village churches to be maintained has doubtless forced itself upon 
the attention of many of the country clergy since the abolition of compulsory 
Church-rates. They see the gradual decay of buildings which ought to be the 
best cared for in every parish, while the necessary outlay required to avert impend- 
ing ruin is quite beyond the means of their parishioners. I must either passively 
and sorrowfully watch the rapid falling away of the fabric of my church into a 
ruinous condition, or bring our case to the notice of a generous public The 
building has been examined by Mr. J. L. Pearson, the architect, who has had 
opportunities of marking the progi'ess of decay; and while reporting certain por- 
tions to be in a dangerous condition, adds, * I have seldom ol late seen a church 
which needs restoration so much.' " 

The actual state of the church is thus described in a statement accompanying the 
vicars circular letter : — "This church was founded in the eleventh century — the 
^~tower is placed between the chancel and the nave. The Norman arches still 
remain, but are reduced to half their size by masses of brickwork^ introduced to 
support the tower. The chancel is thus practically cut off from the nave, and the 
tower area rendered useless for the purposes of Divine Worship. The roof must 
be renewed. The walls, especially of the tower, need much repair. Pirton, 
with a population of more than i lOO, has no resident gentry, and about ninety- 
five per cent, of the inhabitants are agricultural labourers and straw-plaiters. For 
several years during the present incun\bency, owing to heavy outgoings, the net 
annual value was under ^150, and now barely reaches ;^300, so that it is quite 
out of the power of the vicar to imdertake the work on his own responsibility. 
The Bishop of the Diocese heartily sympathizes, and has promised a subscription. 
Contributions will be thankfully received by the vicar." 

This seems a hard case, biit not in any respect worse than many which come 
under our notice that we are unable to help, nop should we draw the attention of 
our readers to this one did we not hope that our doing so will assist in inducing the 
vicar to makp his church free and open on restoration. All our friends who con- 
tribute to this and similar churches should promise their money contingently on 
their being made absolutely free and unappropriated for ever. Has the 
vicar never heard of the weekly offertory as a substitute for Church-rates ? If the 
parishioners, under a legal levy compulsorily enforced, could find sufficient means 
to maintain the fabric, surely through the oflfertory little less could be raised for 
the same purpose ? As a rule free-will offerings exceed compulsory fixed pay- 
ments. We have known instances where Dissenters have, since the abolition of 
Churchrrates, contributed cheerfully to the offertory for sustaining the £a,bric of 
the parish church. 

The late Lord Lytton on the Pew^ystem.-^A friend sends us, through 
Mr. Melvill Green, the following extract from Bulwer Lytton's England and the 
English^ first published in 1833: — "My Lord Bishop of London, permit me to 
address you. 'You assert in your evidence before the Committee" (on the Better 
Observance of the Sabbath) "'that you are frustrated in your benevolent desire 
that in the new churches the seats of the poor should be distributed among those 
of the rich, in order that the former might be so enabled to hear better the common 
Word of God — yoif assert that you are frustrated by what ? the refusal of the rich^ 
whose contributions sustain the churches^ to allow so undignified an admixture. 
What an exemplification of the religion of the aristocracy — they subscribe to 
biiild churches, tut on condition of retaining their late distinctions, which out of 
church separate them from the poor ! This principle undermines the safety of the 
Establishment." (See the " Kneb^yorth" Edition of Lord Lytton's Worksy edited 
by Charles Kenf, p. 173.) Js it ngt strange to find Lord Lytton writing as above 
more than forty years ago? His lordship, when invited by the Council in 1869 to 
become one of their Vice-Presidents, refused the invitation, saying he had no doubt 
their objects were "very desirable" in large towns, but "very unsuited to country 
parishes, supposing them to be jattainable. " Some great men are not very 
conspicuous for consistency ; which should make us more tolerant with those of 
less mental calibre, who do not s^ their >vay confidently to carry out the principles 
they profess- — Ed. 
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Strathfikldsaye. — We quote the follomng from "Personal Recollections of 
the Great Duke," in the St. Jameses Magazine ^ from the pen of a lady who knew 
the "hero of a hundred fights," and often attended Divine service with him. She 
says : — " Within the church, the Duke (a most regular attendant) sat in a large 
gallery pew, like a parlour, with a stove in the middle ; and when the sermon 
became wearisome, or passed the prescribed limit of twenty minutes, the Duke 
would fall to poking and mending the fire so vigorously that the preacher was fain 
to conclude, for he could scarce hear himself speak." The preacher, we may 
mention, was the Duke's nephew, the present Dean of Windsor. 

Hawsted, Fly.— From the "History and Antiquities of Hawsted," by the Rev. 
Sir John Cullum, published in 1 784, the following passage was quoted by Charles 
Knight in his Penny Magazine for 1846 (yol. i. p. 18), under the title, "Shreds of 
the Past," with the remark that the subject to which it relates "has excited a 
good deal of controversy in our immediate day. " The local historian says ; — 
** There are some pews for the principal inhabitants towards the east end [of 
Hawsted Church], in the neighbourhood of the pulpit. The rest of the seats are 
probably coeval with the church, being regular benches all alike, with a low back- 
board to each. Pews, that so much defonn our Protestant churches, were not 
common till the beginning of the last century ; but however uniform and undis- 
tinguished the ancient seats were, and however peculiarly improper subjects to 
excite any of the ungentle passions, they were very early the causes of contentions, 
which the synod of Exeter endeavoured to obviate in 1287, by declaring that all 
persons, except noblemen and patrons, when they came to church to say their 
prayers, might do it in what place they pleased. Early in the last century there 
seem to have been some disputes about the seats in this church ; for, from a 
decaying paper, some years ago in the church chest, it appeared that Richard Pead, 
Reg'rar'us, directed an instrument to the churchwardens, charging and commanding 
them to place the inhabitants in such seats in the church as they should think 
proper, according to their degrees, estates, and callings ; but their power was not 
to extend to seats belonging to houses of note and worship. Returns were to be 
made of those that were refractory : dated 1st December, 1623. * Is there any strife 
or contention about seats in the church?' is still an article of official inquiry." 
Such records as that contained in the Hawsted old chest gave rise, we should say, 
to the ancient erroneous belief, expressed by Sir John NichoU, Dean of the Arches, 
in 1825, in pronouncing judgment in the case of " Fuller z/. Lane," that all parish- 
ioners are equally entitled to accommodation in their* parish church, but not to 
equal accommodation : in other words, that "the parishioners have a claim to be 
seated according to their rank and station." (See Advocate ^ vol. i., pp. 57-8.) 
This point has been exhaustively dealt with by Mr. Heales, in his History and 
Law of Church Seats or PewSj vol ii., pp. 39-52. Will some reader kindly 
inform us what system obtains at Hawsted in the present day ? 

The " Guardian " on Endowments. — In a leading article on the Rev. J. J. 
Halcombe's recently published volume of Essays, the Guardian says : — " Far be 
it from us to say one word in dispa^figement of the noblg liljerality now shown in 
church building, probably unexampled in the history of our Church. But we do 
wish that a little less was spent upon the material fabric pf the churches, and a 
little more to secure some independent provision for the clergy who are to serve 
them. It is not well-— as all history shows — that thejr should be left entirely 
dependent on offertories or pew-rents. It often strikes us as painfully incongruous 
to see a church which has cost thirty or forty thousand pounds, and learn that it 
has an endowment of scarcely a hundred a year. In populous places the Eccle- 
siastical Commissioners can do something to remedy thi^ ; and what they have 
done is of priceless value. . But their resources are iiot (as men seem to think) 
inexhaustible. There will always be cases with which they cannot deal at all, or 
can deal only very inefficiently. Those who can influence public opijiion in the 
Church would do well to direct some of the almost boundless stream of liberality 
into the Endowment channel. Even in these days such endowments would 
be safe." [We have no desire to substitute offertory for endowments ; but would 
gladly see a minimum endowment of 200/. a year fixed throughout the country. 
—Ed.] 
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Pews (Vol. II. p. 95).— In reply to the Rev. Prebendary Walcott*s letter on this 
subject, quoted by us from the Church Review^ Mr. Vernon wrote as follows to the 
editor of that paper (acknowledging as his authority for the facts cited Mr. Heales* 
History and Law of Church Seats or Pews). — " The fact that the canon of Bishop 
Quivil, in 1287, stands alone for up wards of a century and a half is one which will attract 
immediate attention. Before it is adduced as an illustration of the pew system, it 
should be shown that any part of any church other than the choir was fitted with 
pews or benches at that date. Let any instance existing, or proof of any having 
existed, at that period be found, and it will then be time to discuss it. In the 
absence of such there can be little doubt that the canon refers to seats in the choir, 
into which the laity so frequently intruded themselves in the 13th century that 
canons were passed by several bishops (see Heales' vol. i. pp. 64-6) to forbid 
the practice, except to the king, the patron, and the higher nobility, while Pope 
Clement VIII. forbade it altogether. As regards the actual commencement of 
any public abuse, it is rarely possible to fix a definite date. Of the only three 
instances of appropriation of seats in the X5th century, two are of questionable 
authenticity, and the whole are evidently illegal. The first case (if genuine) was 
in 1422, at Assheton-under-Lyne, where the lord of the manor seems to have 
usurped a right of allotting the seats (to women only). The next (very doubtful) 
at St. Mary, Woolchurch, Haw, London, in 1457, refers to an (undiscovered) 
order of the mayor, who, equally with the lord of the manor, can have had no 
authority in respect to the allotment of seats {Ilfid. pp. 75-8). The only other 
case is that of St. Michael, Comhill, London, from 1457 to 1474 (pp. 50-1); but 
beyond the fact that the pews or benches had doors, there is no reason to suppose 
that there was any general allotment ; on the contrary, the repeated mention of 
the pews of Maister Stokker, my lady Stokker, and the mayor, while no other 
individuals are named, tends to the inference that they alone were favoured by 
exclusive appropriation. The reference to Piers Plowman's Vision, and the inquiry 
of Bishop Bonner, afford no evidence of appropriation, I submit, therefore, that 
**pews" (meaning appropriated pews) *in our churches were never heard of for 
1500 years of the Christian era, as a general statement, would appear to be 
exactly correct. That there are a few, but very few, examples of allotment and 
rent in the early part of the i6th century will be admitted, and the abuse became 
more noticeable by the middle of that century, and until still later there is not 
even a show of legal authority for it." 

Mr. Vernon's reply elicited the following response from Prebendary Walcott : — 
** I was quite prepared for a rejoinder to the effect that seats in churches were not 
earlier than the time of Henry VIII., &c., &c In 1250 we find chancels fitted for 
a choir with desks and benches by order of the Provincial Synod of York. In 
1287, Quivil, whilst upholding the rights of patrons and noblemen, throws open 
the seats in the church, that is, the nave, to the first comers among all the parish- 
ioners. Durand mentions * reclinatoria in ecclesid ' and * stallus ad sedendum in 
choro'' (Lib. I., fo. vi., a. b.) The Bishop of Exeter uses the word ^sedilia,^ and 
Lyndwood's gloss is *in praeparandis sedilibus^^ &c., when he comments on Win- 
chelsey's Canon of 1305 requiring parishioners to make * reparatioftem Navis 
ecclesice interiiis'* (Lib. III., tit. 27, App., p. 36). So John de Athon speaks of 
* refectio Navis ecclesice ubi insident ipsi parochiani laid* (Const. Othob. tit. xviii., 
p. 113). ** Sedile Anglic^ vocaium pewe,* is a definition in 1453 ; late Decorated 
pews have been noticed in the preceding century ; and in 1449, W. Bruce, Garter 
King-at-Arms, bequeathed money for *puying' St. George's Church at Stam- 
ford; about the same time people are mentioned as seated in church (Lamb. MS. 
853, fo. 102). In 1470, Mr. Pyndas Lowe mentions a suit about a particular 
seat brought in the diocese of Hereford. In the Year Book of 8 Henry VII., 
fo. 12, priescription to a certain seat in the body of th€ church was allowed. In 
1491, the pews of Bodmin were erected (sqq Notes and Queries ^ 3rd Sen, xi., 338-9). 
" It will be admitted, I am now assured, that * there are examples of allotment 
and rent in the early part of the sixteenth century;* and that the abuses of the 



pew system existed before the Reformation. The right * manuteneri in possessione 
sedendi in ecclesid^* it is said, exists * in laicis beni merentibus de ecclesid quibus, 

ta conceduH' 
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sicut propter jus paironatih annorum appositio permittitury ith et scanma conceduw 
tur, vel si probetur possessio immemorialis* (Frances, cap. v., § 47, 48)." 
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Dr. Farrar on Class Worship (see Advocate, Vol. II. pp. 31, 32, 46).— 
** There has not been a great religion in this world, we have never seen any 
religion great or flourishing, we have never seen a great or flourishing church, 
where the worship has been the worship of a class. But the churches in England 
have become mainly devoted to a class. In the temples of every other religion in 
the world, in the churches of every other nation in the world, there are no such 
poor distinctions. I believe the real strength of the Church of Rome lies in the 
fact that she has always been the Church of the people. That Church has been 
false to many of the greatest and truest traditions of her religion, but she has 
never been false to this one thing, that she was especially created to pieach the 
gospel to the poor ; she has never forgotten that her Founder lived thirty years of 
His life as a village carpenter, a most obscure life, in a most obscure village of His 
native land ; that the star which heralded His birth fell upon a manger, while the 
sunset which saw His death lengthened the shadow of a cross— that those who 
were first called to His communion were not the rich, noble, or mighty, but the 
gaoler of Philippi and the runaway slave of Colosse. She has never forgotten 
that at her altar the slave was emancipated, the oppressed had an asylum, that 
in her church the serf found protection. She has never forgotten that during the 
long ages when there was almost fanaticism in the adoration paid to wealth and 
rank, the Church and the Church alone opened preferment to men of any origin, 
however humble, and that even the son of a provincial carpenter, as Hildebrand 
was, could become the greatest of all the Popes, a man in a position to make Barons 
tremble and the greatest of Emperors bow. That has been the strength of the 
Church of Rome, and that is the reason why in every Continental church 
you see rich and poor worshipping one with another, irrespective of worldly 
distinction. " 

What Becomes of our Children after Leaving the Sunday-school? 
— (Vol. II. pp. 93-4) — Mr. Henry Clark, of Liverpool, writes as follows to the 
Church Sunday-school Magazine for this month:—** If we Sunday-school teachers 
follow the subsequent career of those whom, as children, we have been for so 
many years endeavouring to teach, much disappointment will be felt. If Sunday- 
schools teach anything at all, they teach the universal obligation to appear regu- 
larly before Almighty God in public worship as an act of homage to Him, our 
great King. If Sunday-schools do not teach this, they teach nothing. Theoreti- 
cally, every teacher endeavours to indoctrinate his children with the meaning and 
object of this paramount duty of every one who bears the name of Christ. Prac- 
tically, however, this teaching proves a failure. I am free to admit that there are 
many causes operating against the realization of this teaching ; but the chief cause 
I maintain is removable, and happily is now being removed, although slowly, in 
many parts of the country. This cause is the obstructive character of our churches 
as regards their use by the people. The parish or district contains thousands of 
souls, whilst the church is hired out or appropriated to the use of a few hundreds. 
A pew implies an advantage to myself, a pewholder, and a disadvantage to the 
youth just leaving the Sunday-school, who is a non-pewholder. Why should I 
monopolize this * advantage,' when as (I hope) a steadfast Churchman, I could do 
without it ; and why should I allow my weak brother, who may be less steadfast, 
to labour under the * disadvantage ' ? Should not any * advantage * be given to 
the irregular worshipper, and any * disadvantage * gladly assumed by the regular 
worshipper, and particularly the Sunday-schoolteacher? Are we really in earnest 
that our young, when leaving the Sunday-school, should acquire habits of regular 
worship? If so, they must have free churches, not free seats. These free seats 
in pewed churches the young will not occupy. The offer of a free seat in a pewed 
church will never make England's people worshipping. We Sunday-school teachers 
must set an example of self-denial, and give up our pews, and take * the lowest 
place,' i. e. a free seat. This will be the first step towards making our church what 
our Sunday-schools are, really missionary." 

The Press.— We have to thank the Retford, Worksop, Isl& ofAxholme and 
Gainsborough News, and the Grantham Journal for cordial notices of the Advocate, 
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Separation of the Sexes (Vol. I., p. 87, et passim; Vol II. p. 75). — 
Referring to the separation of the men from the women in Grasmere Church, in 
1843, as mentioned by Wordsworth in a note to the ** Excursion," we may give 
an instance of it as an old custom that we have come across in our reading. In 
1 741 or 1742 Fielding wrote his novel of "Joseph Andrews" — one of the grossest 
books in our language, and rivalled in that respect only by the novels of Smollett — 
and as his books live, because they are supposed to give faithful pictures of the 
manners and customs of hii time, we may perhaps be pardoned for our quotation. 
Parson Adams, in his village church, publishes the banns of marriage between 
Joseph Andrews and Fanny Goodwill in the presence of Lady Booby, the widow 
of the Squire. ** Lady Booby was in her pew, which," says Fielding, " the con- 
gregation could not see into. ... In about a quarter of an hour she stood up and 
directed her eyes to that part of the church where the women sat, and persisted in 
looking that way during the remainder of the sermon, in so scrutinizing a manner, 
and with so angrv a countenance, that most of the women were afraid she was 
offended at them.^' (Book IV., chapter i.) 



SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED FROM DEC. 5TH TO DEC. 3 1 ST, 1 874. 

Duke of. 



Areles, M. F. Esq. . 
Baker, W. Clintoii, Esq. . 
Beresford, Lieut. H. De la Poer 



(1875) 



;tf *. 



{1875) 
(Don.) 



(Don.) 



(1873, 1874, and 1875) 
Bowden. C. H. Esq. . 
Brooke, Rev. J. M. S. 
Bushell, Rev. W. Done . 
Carter, T.J. P., Esq. 
Carttar, C. Graham, Esq. . 
Chapman, Rev. W. S. 
Crole, W. T. Esq. . 
Field, Rer. Edmund .... 

Gardnerj Rev. J. G 

Gamett, Wm., Esq 

Gent, G. W., Esq. .... 
Gillman, A. W., E«!q. ; 

Gornall, Rev. John .... 
Gosselin, H. R. H., Esq. . 
Hambly, C H.Burbidge, Esq. (Don.) 
Hertslet, E. Cecil, Esq. . 
Hobbes, R. G., Esq. .... 
Hornby, Capt., E. G. S. . (Don.) 
Hutchinson, Rev. H. (Don.) 

Kennard, Miss M. G. ... 

Larkins, G. E., Esq. ('875) 

Lewis, F. E., Esq; ; . . . 



o 10 
o 10 



o 10 
o to 



o 5 
o 10 
o 7 



Lewis, Mr. Wm, 
MDohester, His Grace the 

( n.) . . . 
Marsden, T. J. W., Esq. 
Marshall, Geo. W., Esq. 
Martyn, J. Waddon, Esq. 
Meason, H. A., Esq. 
Orford, Rev. H. W. . 
Oiiseley, Rev. Sir F. Gore, 
Parkins & Gotto, Messrs. 
Preston, Rev. CM.. 
Prideiux, Rev. W. C. 
Rumsey, Rev. Lacy H. 
Scobell, Barton L. J., Esq. 
- ■' ~ •-., Esq. 
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Smith, Georee F. 
Spode, Josian, Esq. . 
Thompson, John, Esq. 
Thompscn, Ree. W., Esq. 
Watson, Alex. H., Esq. 



Wheatley, Joseph, Esq. 
Whitaker, Thomas S. ' 



White, Mr. W. T. 
Wood, Hon. C. L. 
Wood, F. A., Esq. 
Woolley, Rev. Dr. 



Esq. 



(1875) 

(1875) 
Bart '. 

(1875) 



o xo 
o 5 



(Don.) 110 
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THIS CHURCH 
IS 

OPEN DAILY 

FOR 
PRIVATE PRAYER. 

[The above announcement, in the form of a poster printed in red and black, 
for Church doors, will be supplied gratis on application, by the Secretary of the 
London Free and Open Church Associatioii;] 

The Editor of the Free and Open Church Advocate will be greatly obliged 
by friends of the movement sending him notes of progress, &^c. , for publication. 
Copies of the Advocate, for gratuitous circulation locally will be sent in return. 

Issued by authority of the Council of t/ie London Free and Open Church 
Association. Copies may be had gratuitously on application to the Secretary, 
25, Norfolk Street, Strand, IV.C, or will be sent for One Year to any address 
on receipt of Eighteen Penny Stamps. 

Cheques and Post-office Orders in aid of the Funds of the Association should be 
made payable to the Treasurer, Edwin C. Ireland, Esq. Cheques crossed 
'* Union Bank of London." 



GILBERT AND RlVINGTON, PRINTERS, ST. JOHN's SQUARE, LONDON. 
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THE 

Being the Monthly Paper of the London Free and Open Church Association. 

Vol. IL FEBRUARY 15™, 1875. No. 38. 

[HE London Free and Open Church Association.— The 
ordinary Monthly Meeting of the Executive Council was held on 
Wednesday evening, the 3rd inst., at the office, 25, Norfolk-street, 
Strand; Alexander H. Watson, Esq., in the chair. 

There were also present : — Edwin C. Ireland, Esq. (Treasurer), 
Bowes A. Paice, Esq., J. W. Walter, Esq., Richard B. Prosser, 
Esq., J. Reginald Dowson, Esq., J. Waddon Martyn, Esq., Mr. F. Bruton, 
J. L. Vincent, Esq., and C. G. Carttar, Esq. 

After the transaction of routine business, the Treasurer reported that the balance 
at the bank in favour of the Association was ^189 2s. 3^. Bills amounting to 
£gy 3J. Sd. were passed for payment: 

Mr. Ireland moved, and Afr. CoyRTNEv seconded:'— 

"That Earl Nelson be elected President of the Association for the year 1875." 
Carried unanimously. 

The Rev. J. Cardwell Gardner, 6f Hillmorton-road, Rugby, was appointed 
Hon. Local Secretary for Rugby and the neighbourhood. 
On the motion of the Treasurer, seconded by Mr. Paice, it was resolved : — 

''That the number of auditors be mcreased from two, the present number, to 
four in the future. 

"That, failing the presence at the audit ef all the auditors, two shall be a 
quorum." 

It was also resolved : — 

"That Sir Richard Wilbraham, Colonel Haygarth, J. A. Sbaw Stewart, Esq., 
and Captain R. E. S. Hanin£[ton be nominated. auditors, of the accounts of vxq 
Association for the past year." 

The Secretary reported that a keen contest was being carried on at Melton 
Mowbray with respect to a bequest of jf 2000, part of which was to be expended 
upon " good and suitable sittings" in the parish church. The church was restored 
under a facnlty seven years ago, and seated with chairs and a few benches, which 
have been since that time entirely free and unappropriated, and the plan has 
worked satis&ctorily in every respect. The Secretary was instructed to render all 
possible assistance to those who are contending for the maintenance of the present 
freedom of the Church, and, if necessary, to organize a public meeting in the town. 

The Secretary also reported that arrangements were in progress for a public 
meeting to be held at Arundel, Sussex, on Thursday evening, the i8th March. 

It was further reported that the Rev. Prebendary Burrows had kindly preached 
a sermon at St. Matthew's, Westminster, on Sunday evening, the 24th January, 
on the subject of the weekly offertory, and that a sermon would be preached on 
Sunday evening, the 7th inst, by the Lord Bishop of Argyll and the Isles, at the 
Church of the Ascension, Lavender Hill, Wandsworth-road, in aid of the fonds of 
the Association. 

The Secretary stated that he had had an interview with the Rev. C. H. Bateman, 
Vicar of All Saints', Childs' Hill, who was endeavouring to free his church, and 
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liad already introduced the weekly offertory. He had proposed to Mr. Bateman 
to help him by arranging for a sermon at All Saints' on the objects of the Asso- 
ciation on a Sunday evening in Lent, and Mr. Bateman had gladly accepted the 
offer. 

On the motion of Mr. Carttar, seconded by Mr. Martyn, Mr. Dowson's 
name was added to the General Committee in place of the Rev. W. B. R. Jacobson. 



PiRTON, HiTCHiN (Vol. II. p. io8).-— Mr. Charles Bullock, of Great Berkhamp- 
stead, writes to us : — "In commenting upon the Vicar's appeal for help in restoring 
this church you ask, in your January number, * Has he never heard of the weekly 
offertory as a substitute for Church rates?' As this might lead some of your 
readers to form a false opinion of the principles of the Vicar, in justice to him I 
must ask you to give insertion to the fact that for many years past the weekly offer- 
tory has been tfie practice at this church, though, on account of the extreme poverty 
of the parishioners (nine-tenths of whom are labourers, straw-plaiters, and the like), 
the amounts realized each Sunday have been very trifling. However, there is no 
fear that the Vicar, when his church is restored (which I wish it soon might be), 
will ever give up the offertory system, or do otherwise than make the church y^-^if 
and open immediately the cumbrous pews and other enormities are got rid of. As 
one who is interested in the restoration (and who, indeed, \\'ill be only too pleased 
to receive subscriptions towards that object), I can assure you there are not, nor 
ever have been, in this Vicar's time, zs^y pew-rents. The case of this church is, as 
you truly stated, * a hard one.' Will no one help? They shall have the required 
pledge.' We have received other letters on this subject, and they shall be noticed 
next month. 

St. Peter's, Brighton.— Judging trom the remarks of the Rev. J. J. Hannah 
on Sunday evening, the 3rd ult., at St. Peter's, the Free and Open Church move- 
ment, so far as the evening services at the parish church go, is not financially 
successful. The result gf the past year's evening collections were, he stated, 
insufficient to meet the expenses by about {fio. As an illustration of the paucity of 
the collections, the rev. gentleman said that on the previous Sunday evening, sup- 
posing those present numbered 1500, the collection barely amounted to a halfpenny 
per head ! — Brighton Herald, 

Shifnal, Staffs. — A question of disputed claims to parish chusch pews 
came before the Chancellor of Lichfield (Bishop Hobhouse) in the Consistory 
Court, on the 19th ult. The dispute is between the Vicar (the Rev. H. Cunliffe) 
and churchwardens on the one hand, and three parishioners on the other. Mr. 
H. Hodson appeared for the Vicar and churchwardens, applying for a faculty to 
carry out the restoration and re-pewing. The plans involved the taking down of 
the galleries and the high pews on the ground floor. Three acts on petition in 
opposition had been brought in on behsUf of the defendants, alleging various 
grounds of objection. Counsel replied to the objections, and contended that the 
alleged claims to pews were unsupported by evidence. Mr. Chinn, on behalf of 
the defendants, objected that the Court had no jurisdiction. Prescription was a 
common law right, and not triable by an Ecclesiastical Court. He prayed that all 
that related to the prescriptive claims of his clients might be struck out of the 
allegation. Mr. Hodson having replied, the Judge (Bishop Hobhouse) said his 
decision would be in the words of Lord Stowell in Walter v. Gunner and Driver 
(I Haggard's Consistory Reports, 332). A person claiming a pew must show 
either a faculty, or prescription whidi would suppose a faculty. , But mere pre- 
sumption was not sufiicient without some evidence on which a faeulty might 
reasonably be presumed. He must decide that no pritnd facie claims to pews by 
prescription had been made out by the claimants in this case. Mr. Chinn pro- 
tested that a grievance was done to his clients, and gave notice of appeal to the 
Arches Court of Canterbury on the ground of no jurisdiction. The Judge : Then 
you propose to appeal to another Court, which you say can have no jurisdiction 
over the subject of the appeal? Mr. Chinn said he must persist in his appeal. 
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. CoxLEY, Wells. —A Pew Scandal.— The evils of the pew system were well 
illustrated the other day at Wells, where one parishioner was summoned for 
assaulting the daughter of another parishioner in the parish church on the 15th of 
November. The complaint was that, on the evening named. Miss Bessie Wilson 
went to church and took her accustomed seat in a pew occupied by defendant and 
a Mrs. Evans, who were allotted three sittings each. There being room for a 
seventh person, the churchwardens authorized Bessie Wilson to sit there. The 
defendant said the girl had no right to the seat, which she had persisted in occupy- 
ing for some time past to the inconvenience of himself and his family. On the 
evening in question he told her to go out, and, as she refused, he then put his hand 
behind her shoulder, as gently as if he were helping a lady out of a carriage, and 
wished her to go, and she got up in indignation and left the church, and subse- 
quently returned and sat in another pew. The magistrates expressed their regret 
that the case had been brought before them, and fined the defendant \s. and costs. 
—■John Bull, 

Christ Church, St. Leonard*s-on-Sea. — The parochial machinery of this 
rapidly-growing district of 6000 people, chiefly poor, is now, with one most im- 
portant exception, fairly complete. It comprises two free, open, unendowed 
chapels, capable of holding barely one-fourth of the population, flourishing day 
and Sunday schools for 540* children, a Church temperance club of 100 men, 
5 clergy, and 46 services weekly in the two churches, which are freely open 
throughout the day. All this useful work has been accomplished in fourteen years, 
without the aid of endowment, or pew-rents, or house of residence for the Incum- 
bent. Further progress is so hampered by the lack of adequate church accom- 
modation that a site has been purchased amid the. poor, and plans prepared by 
Mr. Arthur Blomfield for a church to hold 1400 people. The cluef stone was laid 
on St. Leonard's Day, 1873, ^7 Mr. Beresford Hope, M.P.; but the work, which 
has now reached a height of 30 feet, threatens to stand still for want of funds. 
Local resources, already drained by creation and maintenance of the other works 
enumerated, seem to be exhausted, and the Incumbent (the Rev. C. L. Vaughan) 
is constrained to make a public appeal for the ;f 10,000 still needed to complete 
what bids fair to take rank among the most perfect of modern pgirish churches. A 
resident has just offered ;^5oo, on condition that it will be met by three other 
donations of like amount. 

Cheques drawn in favour of "Christ Church, St. Leonard's, Building Fund," 
and crossed "London and County Bank, Hastings," and Post Office Orders, should 
be made payable to the Incumbent. 

Ford, Shrewsbury. — The Vicar (the Rev. Thomas Auden), anxious to 
persuade his parishioners to adopt the Free and Open system, called a meeting of 
them last month to consider the matter, and a friend kindly furnishes us with an 
account of the proceedings. He says : — 

** The meeting to consider the restoration of the church was held last Friday, 
the 22nd ult., and was attended by nearly all the landowners and principal inhabi- 
tants of the parish. First, a unanimous resolution was passed that the church 
stood in urgent need of restoration, and that a committee be appointed to collect sub-- 
scriptions to carry out that work. A discussion as to the sittings in the restored church 
then arose, and considering the difficulty there is in a country place in effecting 
any change from old-established custom the whole tone was extremely satisfactory. 
The result was that all present, with the exception of two who abstained from 
voting, were in favour of — at any rate — making the experiment of free and 
unappropriated sittings, and we passed a resolution to the effect that this should 
be th^ case for one year from the re-opening, with power to return to the system 
of appropriation if the other plan should not be found to answer. I make no 
doubt that this is a real settlement of the question, but the putting it in this form 
secured the support of some who did not see their way to accepting such a settle- 
ment offhand." 

The publications of the London Free and Open Church Association were 
freely circulated in the parish prior to the meeting. If our principles are honestly 
carried out, we have no fear of a relapse here or elsewhere. 
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MAGHULLy Liverpool. — ^Disputes have existed here for some time past with 
regard to the occupation of pews m the (dd chapel-*of-ease for the parish of Halsall, 
and proceedings, in the form of a summons for assault, recently arose out of con- 
tending claims for seat accommodation in the old edific^ whic^ has fiedlen fsur into 
arrear of the population for which it is supposed to provide. Although the chapel 
has undeigone enlargement, it is now* omy capable of seating a little over 440 
persons, the population at the last census being 12S4, and now computed at about 
1300. A. tablet inside states that ** this chapel was enlarged in 1830, by which 
means 222 additional sittings were obtained, and, in consequence of a giant from 
the Incorporated Society for Promoting the Enlargement, Building, and Repairing . 
of Churches and Chapels, 112 of that number were declared to be free and unap- 
propriated for ever, in addition to 220 sittings formerly provided, 22 of which are 
free." The Rev. J. G. Leigh is the present Vicar. There has been much 
unpleasantness lately in connexion with Uie occupation of certain pews, and last 
month, with the view of promoting the amicable settlement of the disputes and 
restoring harmony in the parish, the Rev. Chancellor Espin visited the chapel to 
hear any complaints which members of the congregation had to make in regard to 
their sittings. Members of the congregation who wished to hear what the Chan- 
cellor had to say on the subject of sittiiygs were invited to be present, and a number 
availed themselves of the invitation. Tlie Vicar, who presided, explained that 
the object of the meeting was, if possible, to arrive at an amicable settiement of 
the existing disputes. Mr. Saddler (churchwarden) said that the seat he occupied 
was let to him at a certain rental by a brother-in-law of one of the Messrs. 
Mawdsley, and he was not aware at the time that the payment of rent was an 
ill^;al proceeding. At length, however, a number of labourers were put into the 
seat, and on inquiry he was told that they were sent by Mr. Robert Mawdsley. 
He had never been asked for any rent. After an animated discussion, parish 
records were produced, which showed that a pew had been allotted to a member of 
the Mawdsley family, in consideration of a contribution which he had made to the 
church, and Mr. Copeman remarked that Mr. Mawdsley had living witnesses, who 
could prove his moral, if not legal, tide of more than forty year? standing to a 
certain pew. Eventually the matter was arranged by a record in the minutes of 
the meeting in the following terms : — " Mr. Copeman appeared in behalf of Messrs. 
Mawdsley, Pye, and other parishioners, and it wtis, after some discussion, admitted 
by him, on behalf of his clients, that the churchwardens have full power to allot 
all the seats in the body of the church and in the gallery, subject to the control of 
the Ordinary, all claim to private property in such seats being abandoned. The 
Chancellor suggested that in allotting such seats the churchwardens should have as 
much consideration for ancient customs and former family appropriations of seats 
as may be consistent with the public interests." It was understood as the effect of 
this arrangement that the allotment of seats would be amicably adjusted. In the 
course of conversation, it was elicited that some traffic in the nature of pew-rents 
was carried on in connexion with the church, and the Chancellor said that the 
practice of making profit out of seats was absolutely illegal. 

St. Agnes, Kennington Park. — This district, containing 6000 inhabitants, 
has been separated from St. Paul's, Walworth, by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, 
and formed into a new parish. The opening of the temporary church, at the comer 
of Park-road, facing Kennington Park, and the laying of the foundation-stone of 
the permanent church, took place July 8th, 1874. The sittings at all the services 
are free and unappropriated. The Building Committee of the Permanent Church 
appeal to Churchmen to help them in raising a sum of ;^700o for its completion, 
towards raising which they invite contributions of old newspapers and other waste 
pa^er, which, when collected, will be sold by them for the benefit of the Church 
building Fund. A paper of information as to the manner of collection, &c., will 
be sent to all those who signify their intention to aid in this effort. Letters should 
be addressed to the Secretary of Building Committee, Hawthorn Cottage, Ken- 
nington Park, London, by whom also subscriptions will be thankfully received. 

Llandovery. — The Vicar (the Rev. John Evans) has recently introduced the 
weekly offertory here in substitution for pew rents. At present the congregation 
don't like the idea of what they term "promiscuous sitting.** 
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Seats in the Choir.— Fosbroke, in his " British Monachism," says (p. 203, 
3rd ed., 1843) that in Anglo-Saxon churches **the seats of those who sang in 
the choir consisted of two parts, anHca and postua. In the postica were the folding 
seats, which were raised when the singers were to stand. The folding afforded a 
kind of seat, called a misericord.^ The part antica made a leaning stock, upon 
which they reclined when the venia was to be sought ^ For though the venta was 
a general term for genuflexion, prostration, or similar gesture, there was the greater 
metanaa, very low inclination of the body ; the smaller only bending the neck and 
head.' Thus the Oseney Missal says : * Let them raise themselves, and lift their 
seats, and lye upon the forms, saying the Lord's Prayer.* " To understand this, it 
is necessary to observe that the seniors only leaned upoff the forms ; the juniors 
and the boys lay prostrate upon the pavement opposite the stalls ; • for to be raised 
to aformoy the word for a stall, was a promotion. Kneeling cushions and hassocks 
were common. The monks bowed at the Gloria Patrij except at the hours of the 
Virgin Mary ; and sat at all the psalms, at least in this service. 

St. Stephen's, Haggerston, and the LC.B.S. (Vide Vol, IL p. 103.)— 
A friend sends us the following copy of a notice-board in this church : — 

"Incorporated Society for Building and Repairing Churches. 

"Granted 150/. (1870) towards building this Church, on condition that all the 
sittings be free and imappropriated." 

Comparing this notice with the one in Heene Church, it is clear the Incorporated 
Society has two kinds of notice-boards. Would it not be well to substitute the 
Haggerston form for the Heene, generally, and bum the stock from which the 
latter was taken? We hope the Committee of the I.C.B.S. will forthwith act on 
our suggestion. 

St. Augustine, Honor Oak Park, S.E.— A particular district has been 
assigned to this church out of the parish of Lewisham and the district parishes of 
Christ Church, Forest Hill, and St. Mary Magdalene, Peckham. This church, 
erected by subscription at a cost of between four and five thousand pounds, was 
consecrated on the 2nd September last. It is in the patronage of the Rev. John 
' Holdsworth Morgan, who is himself the first incumbent. 

[We understand that it is the intention of Dr. Morgan to make this church entirely 
free and unappropriated at an early date. — ^£d.] 

Birmingham. — At the Church Conference held by the Midland Counties Church 
Defence Association at Birmingham last month — the Earl of Dartmouth in the 
chair — the Rev. T. Roper (Smethwick) urged that the best system of Church 
defence was to make their churches free. (Applause.) By making them free they 
would be welcoming the masses of the people. (Applause.) As long as the 
exclusive pew system prevailed many working men must think they were practi- 
cally excluded from the parish churches. (**No, no.") There were free seats, 
of course, but while there was a distinction betw^n those allotted to the poor and 
those allotted to the rich there was sure to be dissatisfaction. If they allotted seats 
in the church to a privileged few it was no longer practically the Church of the 
nation. A Rev. Gentleman rose to a point of order. He begged most respect- 
fully to say it was introducing a subject which ought not to be introduced. (Ap- 
plause.) The Chairman ruled that Mr. Roper was out of order. It was a very 
important, and, at the same time, a very delicate subject. (Hear, hear.) — Bir* 
mingkam Morning News, 

Publications of the Association.— Z^o/Jir/ on the Weekly Offertory.— \xi 
consequence of the large number of applications for supplies of this leaflet, the 
Council has decided to have it printed in a broad form, suitable for narrow book- 
boards on the tops of church chairs. The old form will, however, still be kept in 
stock. Copies 01 the leaflet (either shape) may be had p-atis on application at the 
Ofhce of the Association. 

> Du Cange, v. Forma. * Ibid. 

3 Erigant se, et Icvent Bedilia, et jaceant supra formaa dicentes orationem Dominicam. (MS. 
Arch. A. Bodl. 73) 
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Whittlesey Revisited ; with a Special Reference to the Restored 

Church of St. Andrew. By the Rev. G. W. Manning, Rector of St. 

Pctrock Minor, Cornwall. (Whittlesey: 1874.) 

This pamphlet, containing a pleasant account of its author's return to a spot 
with which thirty years before he had been intimately associated — as Curate in 
charge of St. Andrew's Church and parish — has a special interest for our readers, 
inasmuch as it not only gives hearty advocacy to our principles, but shows by com- 
parison the increased good which their adoption enables the National Church to 
accomplish. 

The keynote is sounded in a prefatory extract from the Archdeacon of Win- 
chester's charge, in which these words occur : ** Called as I am, ever and anon, to 
assist in the settlement of pew contentions, I am often tempted to wish the whole 
pew system were abolished." Mr. Manning's account of the benefit resulting from 
such abolition at St. Andrew's very happily follows this prelude. "The high 
boxes, called pews," he says, "which resembled the boxes of a theatre more than 
the seats of a Divine Sanctuary — an^ appeared to have been constructed more for 
the convenience of lounging and sleeping in than for the purpose of promoting 
devotion — have given place to suitable and substantial seats of oak and pine . . . 
. . . ail absolutely free^ thus vindicating the title of the church to be called the 
Church of the People and the Church of the Poor." The natural consequence has 
followed in greatly increased attendance. " The church, I am informed, is always 
full before the service is commenced. I was much struck on the day I was there 
to see about two hundred persons, as I estimated the number, waiting at the gate." 
To the improved appearance of the church, and the mode of conducting the ser- 
vices, Mr. Manning gives their fair share of credit in working this desirable change ; 
and he adds a well-merited tribute to the self-devotion, energy, and high principle 
of the vicar. Dr. Burgess, to whose zealous and successful efforts we have before 
called attention. (Advocate^ Vol. I. pp. 50, 61 ; Vol. II. pp. 67, 83.) The vicar 
could not, says Mr. Manning, " endure the exclusiveness of the pew system, which 
reserved pews for some who often could not occupy them, and shut out those who 
were hungering for the bread of life. " We have repeatedly urged the increased 
space to be gained by substituting open seats for pews, and on this point Mr. 
Manning says, " While the removal of the unsightly galleries did away with a 
certain amount of sitting accommodation, by destroying the exclusive pews and re- 
arranging the seats upon the floor of the church the vicar has provided as great a 
number of available sittings as there were when the building was defaced with those 
burdensome and obstructive encumbrances." For many years Dr. Burgess has 
been an advocate of our principles and an ardent literary supporter of our move- 
ment. To the last number of its existence the Clerical Journal, under his able 
editorship, gave valuable help to the London Free and Open Church Association. 

Of course the kindred subject of the Offertory — that indispensable adjunct of 
free seats — is not disregarded by Mr. Manning. Of its working at St. Andrews he 
says, "under the former state of things considerable difficulty was experienced in 
raising about £(iO annually for church expenses. Now nearly £iQO is raised yearly 
by the Offertory, without begging or eftbrt of any kind." 

We have dwelt chiefly on the labours of Dr. Burgess at St. Andrew's, as afford- 
ing a very gratifying instance of the advantages of our system. But we must not 
omit to state that the Rector of St. Petrock's pamphlet concludes with an urgent 
appeal for funds to build a church and schools for the accommodation of those 
inhabitants of Whittlesey who, living on the north of the Wash, are often pre- 
vented by floods from attending the services of their parish church. As four 
hundred souls are thus affected, the necessity for such provision becomes apparent. 
Will not some of our readers, whom God has blessed with plenty, help towards 
supplying the spiritual needs of these poor people ? 

Liverpool. — A friend here writes to the Secretary: — "In acknowledging 
receipt of circular dated 15th ult., I must apologize for the delay in doing so. 
As a matter of fact the principles of your Association do not make progress in 
this locality, and I fear that this remark applies to other districts where the 
ultra-evangelical clergy form the majority. In my own case I mostly attend 
a church where the ritual is, to my mind, greatly in excess (the notorious 
St. Margaret's, Princes Road), but I am so opposed to the pew-system, and 
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this being the only Free and Unappropriated church near to my house, I 
prefer being counted as a ritualist rather than one of the pew-holders of the 
district. We want the word 'London' struck out of your .heading, so that 
the title might apply to the whole kingdom, and with an earnest body of 
workers in every town and village under a central committee in London 
a few years would suffice to bring the pew-system to a termination. Simultaneous 
sermons will be preached in this town and neighbourhood next Sunday on behalf 
•of the Church Diocesan Free and Open Church Association." — C. H. H. 



THE BEGGAR AT THE CHURCH DOOR. 

*' Come buy, without money and without price." 

All day long by the door aweary. 

Door that I may not enter in, 

Here I must watch through the Sabbath dreary, 

Until the shadows of night begin. 

Your charity, kind sir ! — 

Before you go in to pray, 

For you know vrhat the curates say — 
" Who gives to the poor, he gives to God : — 
It must be true, but it seems to me odd. 
If He loves us so much, as the curates say, 
' His house has no place where the poor can pray. 

List to their praise for wealth and gladness : 
Oh, I dare not venture in 1 ^ 
Bless Him for himger and pain ! 'Twere madness. 
Mock Him byjrags ! *Twould be a sin. 

Your charity, kind sir ! 

Before you go in to pray, 

For you know what the curates say — 
** Who gives to the i)oor, he gives to God : — 
It must De true, but it seems to me odd, 
If He loves us so much, as the curates say, 
His house has no place where the poor can pray. 

Hark ! we can come without price or payifig. 
Come where ? To the pews where the rich man prays ? 
'Twoufd cost me full more for a Sunday's praying 
Than I'd ever beg to the end of my days. 

Your charity, kind sir ! ^. 

Before you go in to pray, 

For you know what the curates say — 
" Who gives to the ijoor, he gives to God : — 
It.must be true, but it seems to me odd, 
If He loves us so much, as the curates say, 
His house has no place where the poor can pray. 
From St. Jameses Magazine. R. G. Haliburton. 



SUBSCRIPTIONS AND 



Anson, Vice- Admiral . 
Arbuthnot, Rev. G. . 
Ashbury, James L., Esq., M.P. 
Baker, R. B. Wingfield, Esq. 
Baker, W. R., Esq. . 
Barker, Rev. C. R. . 
Bameby, W. H., Esq. 
Barrington, Hon. Percy . 
Bateman, J. F., Esq., F.R.S. 
Beattie, William, Esq., M.D. 
Beaumont, F. H., Esq. . 



DONATIONS RECEIVED 
JAN. 30TH, 1875. 
£ s. a. 



FROM JAN. 1ST TO 



Bell, Alfred, Esq. 
Best, Major M. G. . 
Blakiston, Matthew, Esq. . 
Blomfield, A. W., Esq. . 
Boothby, Charies E., Esq. 
Boustead, John, Esq. 
Braithwaite, F. J., Esq. . 
Brassey, H. A., Esq., M.P. 



5 o 



£ s. d. 



Bridson, J. R., Esq. (1874 and 1875 440 
Bristowe, H. F., Esq., Q.C .11 

Brqoks, W. Cunliffe, Esq., M.P. .11 

Brown, A. H., Esq 05 

Bute, The Most Hon. the Marqui of s 5 
Chester, Lieut. -Col. M. C. . .11 
Cheswright, Henry, Esq. . . .11 
Childers, Lieut. -Col. E. W., R.A. . 1 1 
Clark, J. B., Esq. . . (Don. 2 2 
Clinton, The Rt. Hon. Lord . .11 
Coulthurst, Edmund, Esq. . -j •> 

Coulthurst, W. M., Esq . . .11 
Courtney, Edward M., Esq. . .11 
Cox, Charles K, Esq. . . .11 

Currie, Arthur, Esq 11 

Dickson, Rev. R. W. W. . . . o 10 
Digby, G. D. Wingfield, Esq. . .22 
Dimsdale, Robert, Esq. . . 11 

Divett, John, Esq 11 
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874) 



Draper, Captain J. S. 

Drummond, S. Home, Esq. 

Drammond, William, Esq. 

Duke, Roger, Esq. . 

Earp, Thomas, Esq. . 

Eden, Vice-Adnural Sir Charles, 

K.C.B. . 
E. E. G. . 
Eliot, Rt. Hon. Lord 
E. M. G. . 
Evans, Rev. John 
Faussett, Rev. Godfrey . 
Ferrey, Edmund B., Esq. . 
Fiennes, Hon. J. F. T. . 
Fitz Herbert, Rev. Richard 
Foxcroft, E. T. D., Esq. . 
Glasgow, Rt. Hon. the Earl of 
Glazier, F. W.. Esq. . . 
Green, W. J., Esq. {1873 and i\ 
Griffin, Rev. W. N. . . 
Grosvenor, Lord Richard,' M. P. 
Hall. Rev. J. E. . . 
Hardy, Charles S., Esq. . 
Harvey, E. Kerrison, Esq. 
Harvey, Captain G. S. 
Harvey, Mr. Edmund 
Harwood, W. M., Esq. . 
Haygarth, Col. F. * 
Hawtrey. Rev. Stephen . 
Head, Mr. A. J. 
Head, Mrs. Helen . 
Heelis, J. L., Esq. . 
Heytesbury, Rt Hon. Lord 
Hick, Mr. Henry . 
Hill, Samuel, Esq. 
Hoare, H. Seymour, Esq. . 
Howard, Hon. Mrs. Greville 
Humberston, P. H., Esq. 
Janson, F. H., Esq. . 
Jenkins, H. T., Esq. . 
Johnstone, Sir Harcourt, Bartj 
Jones-Bateman, R., Esq. . 
Judkins, B. L., Esq. . 
Knight Henry, Esq. . 
Lane, Sidney L., Esq. 
Lauder, Sir T. N. Dick, Bart 

r<r*. R*.v. A A. K. 

rs, Esq. . 
Esq. . 
., Esq. 

r V. D., R.A. 
T. Outram 
Esq., M.P. 
"^'lester, Jan., Esq. 

mshend, Esq. 

or E., R.A. 

^ R., M.P. 

5, Esq. . 
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£ X. a. 
Nelson, The Dowager Countess . z z o 
Nelson, The Rt. Hon. Earl .220 

Norman, Rev. J. G zoo 

Oxenford, John, Esq. . . z z o 

Parr, Thomas R., Esq. . . o to o 

Pearson, E. S., Esq o zo o 

Pleasant, Mr. Henry . .040 

Probert, C. K., Esq. . (Don.) 076 

Puller^ A. Giles, Esq. . .220 

Radchfle, Heniy, Esq. . . . z z o 
Randall, Rev. R. W. . . . z z o 
Reilly, Lieut -CoL, R.A. . . z 1 o 

Rivington, John, Esq. . z z o 

Rossall, J. H., Esq z z o 

Salt, J. Charles, Esq. (Don.) s S o 

Selby, G. T., Esq 3 3© 

Seymour, Mrs i z o 

Shanks, Hemsley H., Esq., R.N. . z z o 
Skrine, H. Duncan, Esq. . . . z z o 
Smallcombe, J. C, Esq. . . . o zo 6 
Smith, Rev. W. B. . . (Don.) 050 
Somerset, R. G. H., Esq. . . . z z o 
Spearman, Caotain H, R. . . .320 
Stafford, The Misses . . • . . o zo o 
St Aubyn,J. P., Esq. . . . x z o 
St Paul% The Very Rev. the Dean of i z o 
Stawell, J. W. Alcock, Esq. . . z z o 
Steggall, Charles, Esq., Mus. Doc. . z z o 
Stewart, J. A. Shaw, Esq. .230 

Street, George Edmund, Esq., R. A. 220 
Sutton, Henry, Esq. . . (X874) x x o 

Terry, R. M., Esq 050 

Tibbs, W. J., Esq. . . .050 

Treadier, Captain H. C . . .0x00 
Tudor, E. Owen, Eso, . i z o 

Turner, J. H., Jun., Esq. (Z874 and 

Z875) 0x00 

Utterson, Major A. H. . . x z o 

Vaughan, James, -Esq. . . z z o 

Vernon, Hon. W. W. . z z o 

Waller. Rev. A. 050 

Walpole, HoiL Henry . . x x o 

Warburton, R. E. Egerton, Esq. . z x o 
Warren, J. L., Esq-. . . .1x0 

Watson, Lieut-CoL C E. . .200 
Webster, Henry, Esq. . . . o zo 6 

Wells, William, Esq 200 

West, J. R., Esq 220 

West, Col. Hon. W. E. Sackville . z z o 
Westminster, His Grace the Duke of 3 2 o 
White, Rev. G. C . . . . z z o 
Wilbraham, Major-GezL Sir Richard z z o 
Wildbore, Frederick, Esq. . . o zo o 
Wilkinson, Rev. J. B. . .050 

Wood, Henry, Esq z z o 

Young, Mr. James . . .050 

Young, Miss S. A. M. .050 



The Editor of the Free AND Open Church Advocate will be greatly obliged 
by friends of the movement sending him notes of progress, &*e,, for publication. 
Copies of the Advocxt'E. for gratuitous circulation locally will be sent in return. 

Issued by authority of the Qoxi^cii. of the ISiY^no^ Free AND Open Church 
Association. Copies may be had gratuitously on application to the Secretary, 
25, Norfolk Street, Strand, W,C,, or will be sent for One Year to any address 
on receipt of Eighteen Penny Stamps, 

Cheques and Post-office Orders in aid of the Funds of the Association should be 
made payable to the Treasurer, EDWIN C. Ireland, Esq, Cheques crossed 
** Union Ban k of London." 

GILBERT AND RZVINGTON, PRINTERS, ST. JOHN'S SQUARE, LONDON. 
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Being the Monthly Paper of the London Free and Open Church Association. 




Vol. IL MARCH 15TH, 1875. No. 39. 

|N Associatioii like our own, which happily numbers 
amongst its members persons of very varied ways of 
thinking, must necessarily contain men who regard the 
four objects of our endeavours with very different 
degrees of interest. To some the necessity of making 
our churches free to all parishioners, whatever be their rank or^worldly 
station, • presents itself with ever-increasing force. To others the 
revival of the weekly offertory — that lost act of worship, by which 
opportunity is given to fulfil a Scriptural precept, may perhaps 
appear to be one of the best features of our work. Our fourth great 
object, the opening of churches for private prayer, so that no one, 
either in cases of sudden doubt, temptation, or spiritual necessity of 
any kind may want for a place wherein to pour out his soul before 
God, may possess peculiar interest to others. 

We are not now addressing those who for various reasons do not 
join us, but desire to say a few words — ^we had almost said warning 
words — to our members. It ought of course to be a source of satis- 
faction to see our principles adopted even partially, and so to some 
extent it is. But it cannot be denied that we should be more 
gratified could we see the different parts of our work advancing more 
nearly in parallel lines, so to speak. We have been led to make 
these remarks by a consideration of the tabular statement at the end 
of our last Annual Report, showing the absolute and relative increase 
in the number of London churches where the objects of the Asso- 
ciation are wholly or partiMly carried out That table discloses a 
state of things which has often struck us as unsatisfactory. We 
allude to the very rapid increase of the weekly offertory and to the 
comparatively slow progress of the free and unappropriated system. 
A glance at the table will show that at the commencement of last 
year only 17*1 per cent, of the London Churches were free, whilst 
the weeldy offertory was the rule in 43*6 per cent, or very nearly in 
one-half. . The previous column of tide table discloses the fact that 
whilst the number of free churches had increased barely i per cent 
during 1873-74, the number in which the weekly oflfertoiy was 
practised had risen more than 10 per cent, during the same interval. 
As we have already observed, we ought to be thankful even for this 
partial spread of our principles, and we should rejoice that in nearly 
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half the churches of this great city the worshippers have prominently 
brought before them a great Christian duty. And so in one sense 
we do, for alms rightly offered have a double blessing, they benefit him 
that gives and him that takes, and we maintain that nothing is more 
calculated to bring about the right fi:ame of mind than the Scriptural 
precepts contained in the Offertory Sentences. 

But while we rejoice that this is so, we cannot conceal firom 
ourselves a certain amount of anxiety, lest the offertory system should 
be " discredited," so to speak, by being introduced under circum- 
stances which are eminently unfavourable to its firee growth and 
development. The London Free and Open Church Association has 
constantly maintained that the offertory is, financially speaking, more 
than a substitute for pew-rents, and that in the long run it will be far 
more productive; but one of the conditions is, that it must be in "a 
free church and no favour." This is confessedly low ground to take, 
and we have only urged it as a secondary motive, just in the same 
way that maxims of dry morality (such, for instance, as " honesty is 
the best policy") may sometimes be useful in cases where the higher 
truth might not be so readily accepted. To use the words of a 
valued friend of the Church, whose acts of self-sacrifice are far too 
noble for us to presume to comment upon, " the real fact, as it seems 
to me, is not whether it is profitable, but whether it is better in 
principle and more in accordance with the will of God. This is a 
point on which statistics do not throw much light, and whose settle- 
ment must be referred to prayer and conscience, and a love for 
souls." 

We must return, however, to the more immediate subject of our article. 
We believe that the system of pew-rents or appropriation tends to foster 
a spirit directly at variance with that which leads men to make offerings 
with that heartiness and singlemindedness which can alone render them 
acceptable. We do not say that there are no exceptions to this rule. 
It is quite possible that many a staunch pew-renter may, following 
the precepts of the author of the Religio Medici^ be in a position to 
say with entire truth, "I give no alms to satisfy the hunger of my 
brother, but to fiilfil and accomplish the will and command of my 
God; I draw not my purse for his sake that demands it, but His that 
enjoined it; I relieve no man upon the rhetorick of his miseries, nor 
to content my o\m. commiserating disposition ; for this is still but 
moral charity, and an act that oweth more to passion than reason." 
We have no desire to sermonize, but we repeat that the pew system, 
founded as it is to a great extent upon a subtle spirit of selfishness, 
does not generally call forth that open-handed and large-hearted 
giving which it should be our aim to practise. 

This is a commercial age, and the pew-renter gets into a habit of 
regarding his pew-rent as a sort of composition for the weekly 
offering. This is a perfectly intelligible position, and it is this that 
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gives rise to the resentment sometimes felt when the offertory is 
introduced into a pewed church. The incumbent of such a church 
is placed in a position of peculiar difficulty when urging upon his 
congregation the duty of almsgiving. This difficulty is greatly 
increased when there are any considerable number of free seats, as 
the hearers are divided into two distinct classes, and the most 
withering denunciations are apt to fall rather flat upon such a congre- 
gation. The pew-renters apply all the strong expressions to " those 
mean persons in the free seats who won't pay pew-rents." The free 
people, on the other hand, whilst ftiUy admitting their privileges, are 
generally, tolerably conscious of the fact that they owe them either 
to the tender mercies of " the law," or that they sit where they do, 
because no pew-renter has desired to occupy those particular places. 
Thus it is that the most admirable sermons often fall upon deaf ears. 
Enough has, we trust, been said to show that the introduction of 
the offertory into a pewed church will end in nothing but disappoint- 
ment. The offertory is often resorted to as a sort of desperate 
remedy when the pew-rents show unmistakable signs of becoming " a 
vanishing quantity," and it is sometimes accompanied by a sort of 
tacit permission to occupy any seat which is unlet. The dogs are 
in fact allowed to have the crumbs which fall from the rich man's 
table. As the period of the Easter Vestries is approaching, we 
venture once more to urge upon our friends to point out, as they have 
the opportunity, the unwisdom of all these compromises and half 
measures. They will probably be accused of "attempting to im- 
poverish the clergy," but in case the authorities should be inacces- 
sible to the higher argument, show them by the inexorable logic of 
facts that the offertory in a free church has rarely been known to 
fail. Should this reasoning prevail, we may expect not only to see 
the disproportion alluded to in the earlier part of this article greatly 
diminished, but also to find that a system which was begun as a 
matter of expediency is continued as question of principle. 




|HE London Free and Open Church AssociAnoN. — The 
ordinary monthly meeting of the Executive Council was held ou 
Wednesday evening, the 3rd inst., at the office, 25, Norfolk Street, 
Strand. Henry Radcliffe, Esq., presided, and the following 
members were present ; — Rev. W. H. Browne, Henry Lias, Esq., 
J. L. Vincent, Esq., Richard B. Prosser, Esq., C. Graham Carttar, 
Esq., Eidward M. Courtney, Eisq., Bowes A. Paice, Esq., and Edwin C. Ireland^ 
Eisq. (Treasurer). 

The Treasurer reported a balance at the bank in favour of the Association of 
£\%i IQJ. 5</. Bills amounting to ;f 50 u. *]d, were passed for payment. 

It was reported that the Lord Bishop of Argyll and the Isles, and the Rt. Rev. 
Bishop Tufiiell (late of Brisbane), had consented to become Patrons of the 
Association. 

The Secretary announced that the Right Hon. the Earl Nelson had accepted 
the office of President of the Association. 
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A letter was read from the Secretary of the National Association for Freedom 
of Worship, agreeing to the issue of a joint advertisement, for insertion in the 
provincial newspapers, inviting parishioners at the approaching Easter Vestries 
to elect only such Churchwardens as will act upon the principle that all (poor 
as well as rich) are equally entitled to the use of their Pari^ Church. 

A letter was read from Mr. S. R. T. Mayer, resigning the Editorship of the 
Free and Open Church Advocate, The Council accepted Mr. Mayer*s resignation, 
and it was moved by Mr. Carttar, and seconded by Mr. Courtney : — "That 
die cordial thanks of this Council be given to Mr. Mayer for his past services to 
the Association, as Editor of the Free arid Open Church Adi'occUe," 

A member of the Council having offered. to edit the paper for the future, 
gratuitously, the Council resolved to avail themselves of his services. 

A letter was read from E. H. M. Clarke, Esq., one of the trustees under the 
will of a Mr. Ward, who left a bequest of £2000 for seating Melton Mowbray 
Church. The letter, which was addressed to Mr. Watson, the Chairman at the 
previous Council meeting, was as follows : — 

"Melton Mowbray, 1 8th February, 1875. 
"Sir, — My attention having been drawn to a paragraph in the Grantham 
yimmaly and as your name is prominently mentioned, I take the liberty of 
forwarding such paragraph for your perusal, with a few remarks thereon. 

**I am an inhabitant of this place, and one of the trustess in whom the £2000 
is vested (as the testator expressed) for reseating the Parish Church. So far from 
there being any *keen contest* relative to free sittings in this church, I am totally 
ignorant of any discussion having taken place thereon. The Rev. Dr. CoUes, 
the Vicar, appropriates sittings in the chancel (by what authority I do not know) 
exclusively to the nobility and gentry who come here for the hunting season, but 
strongly objects to any sittings in the body of the church being appropriated to 
his resident parishioners, who are left to get seats as they can. 

"The only discussion that I am at all aware of, is as to the plan of erecting 
the seats (which are intended to be open ones), our desire being solely for the 
comfort of the congregation. 

"I am. Sir, Yours faithfully, 

"E. H.M. Clarke. 
"Alexander H. Watson, Esq." 

During the discussion which arose upon this letter, attention was drawn to a 
letter from Mr. C. H. Frewen, of Cold Overton, which appeared in the Grantham 
Journal of July 4, 1 874, and the following extract was read : — 

"When the pews were removed I was strongly against it, but I have 
acknowledged in the last few years that the congregations have enormously 
increased, and many come to church now that used not to come. But there 
are those in the present day, who like the lawyers and doctors of old, 
love the * chief seats in the S)magogues,' and some are so foolish and silly that 
they think it a very grand thing to sit next to My Lord This, or My Lady That, 
and so are always trying to get into places in church that were not intended for 
th^m. No doubt the leadi^ aristocracy who come to Melton ought to be 
accommodated with seats to themselves, and not be incommoded by people 
pushing as close to them as they can. The chancel is the private property of the 
lay rector, and he gave a written authority to the Vicar a few years ago, to place 
any one in the chancel he thought proper, so that Dr. Colles has absolute control 
over it ; and any one who persists in trespassing in there, after having received a 
written notice not to do so, is liable to an action in the County Court, and would 
be fined jt 2 and costs." 

The Secretary reported that the case of Melton Mowbray Church had already 
been under the notice of the Legal Committee, who had given an opinion thereon. 
The Secretary was directed to write to Mr. Clarke, thanktng him for his letter, 
and informing him that the Council understood that the lay impropriator, Mr. 
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Blake, had waived his rights in the matter of seats in the chancel in favour of the 
Vicar. 

It was reported that the Lord Bishop of Argyll and the Isles preached at the 
Churdb of the Ascension, Lavender Hill, on Sunday evening, the 7th ult, 
in aid of the funds of the Association ; the offertory amounted to £^ y. ^d. 
Also, that a Sermon would be preached on Sunday evening, the 14th inst., by 
the Rev. J. S. Jones, Vicar of Hook, Kingston-on-Thames, at All Saints, Child's 
Hill, on the objects of the Association. 



St. Agnes, Kennington Park.— Since the appearance of oui; February 
number (see p. 1 16), we have been informed by Mri H. D. Hammond, a member 
of the building committee, that a sum of from ;^8ooo to £^000 has been placed at 
tiie disposal of the Vicar-designate, the Rev. T. B. Dover, for the speedy com- 
pletion of his church, and for the erection of schools in connexion therewith. It 
IS hoped that the church will be ready for consecration in January next As we 
have previously stated, tlie sittings are to be free and unapj)ropriated. 

Hanwell, Middlesex. — At the last annual meeting, held in the school-room 
at Hanwell, for receiving and passing the churchwardens' accounts, report ^as 
made upon the newly-adopted system of weekly offertory and free seats. The year 
opened with a debt of about J67o* since reduced to ^30, by subscriptions and 
payment of arrears. The receipts since the introduction of the new system, for 
eight months and a half, showed ;^ioi to the good, for church expenses (apart 
from the usual special offertories, and about £^0 devoted to the poor)i as against 
^8 received from pew-rents for the previous twelve months. 

The old system was ingeniously devised to evade the law with r^^rd to the 
letting of pews in the parish church. At the b^inning of each year voluntary 
subscriptions were asked towards Church expenses; and to those that were found 
thus "voluntarily" to contribute, pews were allotted with accommodation and 
position according to the amount thus contributed. The passing of the accounts 
was moved by Mr. W. White, F.S. A. (who had unsuccessfully proposed the free 
system four years previously), and seconded by Mr. G. Haffenden, who took upon 
himself to do this on the groimd that he had formerly been an opponent, and that 
he wished now to bear testimony to the success of the free s)rstem. Apart from '^ 
the debt, and in spite of its having been only eight months and a half in operation, 
there was a balance in favour of the churdiwardens, for the first time for ten or 
twelve years. The churchwardens proposed that the sjrstem should be tried for 
another year; but an amendment was moved by Mr. Spearman and carried, that it 
should continue till such time as the congregation should pass a resolution to 
change it. 

Closed Churches. — A writer in one of the Church papers calls attention to 
the fact that many London churches, which are open on week-days at all hours for 
private devotion, are closed on Sundays except just during the hours of Divine 
service, say at eleven, three, and seven. The writer resides at Wanstead, and he 
comphuns that "trains on Sundajrs, at least on this line, have the happy knack of 
depositing passengers in the Metropolis, either just too late for the usiuJ Sunday 
services, or else some hours beforehand. So that in order to be present at a 
London service, it is frequently necessary to parade the streets for hours, before 
being able to gain admission. Surely it would be a gr6at blessing to persons so 
situated to be able to enter any church at any hour, and to pass the spare time in 
meditation and private prayers, instead oi spending the time uselessly in wandering 
about." 

We fear that there has been in some quarters a disposition to underrate the 
importance of keeping our. churches always open for purposes of private devotion, 
on the ground that well-to-do people have opportunities of retirement in their own 
homes, and that the poor do not feel the want of them. A most striking proof 
to Uie contrary is furnished by a paragraph in the February number of the Great 



Digitized by 



Google 



126 Ike Free and Open Church Advocate. 

Arthur Street Mission Echo, an occasioiial sheet issned by Mr. Reaben Bfaj, the 
founder and saperintendent of the Mission. He says : — " I lately heard a most 
excellent address by a minister at a ' Noon Prayer Meeting,' in which he set 
forth the importance and necessity of all literally carrying oat the injunction of the 
Saviour to pray in secret, to enter into a place or room of perfect privacy, where it 
was not possible to be intemqpted or for any to hear but God. Blessed are they 
who have the opportunity and desire so to do ; but while listening to the address a 
case occurred to my mind in reference to a yomig Christian woman who lived in 
Bell Alley, Mooigate Street, within fifty jraids of the spot where the preacher was 
standing. This young woman (she is now engaged in Mission work) once declared 
that since she had been a Christian (four years) she had not once been able to find 
a place to literally 'enter into secret' for the purpose of communing with God» 
and that the most secret place or the least disturbed retreat was patrolling the 
streets. Her case is by no means a singular one, and undoubtedly the case of poor 
country Christians is far more advantageous for meditation and prayer than is that 
of the hundreds of thousands in London crowded into close courts and apartments 
where families live in one or two rooms." . 

The Lower Classes and the Pew System.— The following letter, which we 
take from the Camden Town Gazette of the 6th inst, calls attention to a real 
political danger : — " Sir, — ' How it strikes a strai^r' that in the parish churches of 
the suburban districts there is little or no provision made for our lower classes 1 
Politically we have made much of them of late. We have virtually placed 
the great town constituencies in their hands, whilst, domestically, their com- 
fort has not been thought beneath the care of the Imperial Parliament Wit- 
ness the Artisans' Dwdling Bill, which met with a most favourable reception, 
and will probably soon become law. But, ecclesiastically, we seem to count 
the lower classes very small deer indeed; and this whilst disestablishment is 
talked of as a question of the future — though a remote one — disestablish- 
ment being a question which it will rest with them to decide. We say 
boldly that only freedom of worship will recall their estranged affections. Our 
churdies must be free and open — our services frequent and hearty — ^the weekly 
offertory must supersede the pew-rent, and the collector's bag throw its Scriptural 
privacy alike over the sovereign and the mite. These are no party badges ; this is 
no party question ; they must be the rule, if the National Church is to be a reality in 
her magnificent influence over ' all sorts and conditions of men,' and specially over 
our masters, who are its Y&ry raison-^^itre, and numerically, at least, confer the 
tide which, in these da]rs, the Church has yet to deserve. We have given the 
lower classes votes — we are about to secure them decent homes. How long will it 
be ere we also give them free, open, equal, comfortable seats in those parish 
churches which the common law of the land declares to belong to all alike, and 
which, therefore, are as much theirs as ours? — I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
M. A. Cantab." 

Progress. — As an example of the outspoken utterances which we receive 
from all parts of the country, we print the following extract of a letter from a 
gentleman residing at Plymouth, who had been invited to join the Association : — 

"I am, and always have been, diametrically opposed to pew-rentage or appro- 
priation. It is, in my idea, at variance with all the teachings of Holy Writ, and if 
there be one thing more than another that bears directly on the point, and distinctly 
condemns it, it is in St, James, ch. ii. , verses i — 9 that we find it. I trust shortly to see 
it banished the country. Surely if the Government thought it necessary to abolish 
purchase in the army because bartering a Queen's commission was derogatory to its 
dignity, and if the sale of livings be likewise condemned, I think the sale of seats 
to enable us to hear the Word of God, &c., which is man's right, if he will, is a 
thousand times more to be condemned." 

The Church in Utopia. — " A Christian" has been good enough to send us a 
copy of his "Commencement of the Second Christian Epoch," in which he £K>lves 
some of the greatest social and moral difficulties of the present day in the most off- 
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hand manner. It is curious, however, to notice that, in spite of his wild theories, 
he is, at all events, sane upon one point, for he lays down the principle that *'the 
nation should set apart sanctuaries in the most prominent places—not in bye- 
thoroughfares — and in sufficient number, the seats being free to all the people,^"* 

St. Mary's, Shoreham. — We have received a communication from the Rev. 
Harris Smith, D.D., the Vicar, with reference to " D. P. V paragraph with this 
heading which appeared in our last number. He desires us to state that *' the 
Sunday congregations exceed the average, and sufficient collections are made for 
Church purposes." We have much pleasure in giving publicity to these facts, 
but we fail to see how they contravene "D. P. *s statements. For the present, 
therefore, we must respectfully decline to brand the paragraph in question as 
"most unjustifiable,'' which is what the Doctor somewhat peremptorily requests 
us to do. 

Melton Mowbray. — ^The question of the sittings in this Church having been 
■ several times under the notice of the Council, it may be desirable to present an 
exact statement of the facts of the case : — Melton Mowbray Church was restored 
in the years 1865 to 1870, and may now fairly be said to justify the proud boast 
of being ** the finest in the Midlands," to quote the proverbial expression. About 
£*jooo has been expended on the work, and the burden of coUecting this very 
large sum has fallen mainly upon the energetic Vicar, the Rev. Dr.- CoUes. The 
faculty, dated 14th October, 1867, by which the Vicar and Churchwardens were 
empowered to effect the repairs, recited, that " the tenure of the seats was not 
decided upon, but that the whole would, if possible, be free, or, single sittings 
appropriated to individuals as the law directs." About 300 new sittings 
were obtained by the alterations, many of the old pews being almost useless, 
and, agreeably to the powers of the faculty above recited, the whole of the sittings 
in the body of the church have been absolutely free and unappropriated, to the 
entire satisfaction of the inhabitants, as we learn from Mr. Clarke's letter printed 
in the minutes of the last Council Meeting (p. 124), and also to the manifest 
increase in the congregation. Whereas formerly a full church was the exception, 
it is now the rule. 

The floor is paved with handsome Godwin tiles, and the church is seated 
with chairs and movable benches. But now the freedom of the seats appears to 
be in some degree threatened, by a bequest of j^20C0 left by a Mr. Ward, for the 
purpose of seating the church with "good and suitable sittings. " A plan has been 
drawn up for the late Mr. ^Ward's trustees, showing a wooden platform, covering 
the tessekted pavement, upon which the benches are to Jje fixed, and we are informed 
that the plans are so designed as to enable gentlemen in the position of the Ward 
trustees to take possession of a bench, if so disposed. This has been ingeniously 
contrived by running the benches up to the walls, which are to be lined with 
wainscot, leaving an entrance at one end only, thus affording an easy method of 
commencing the subtle process of appropriation, which would spread like a plague. 
The vicar resists this insertion of the "thin end of the wedge, and insists on free 
access and no fixtures. He wishes to keep people out of the temptation to take a 
bench and make it their own. He will oppose any application for a faculty, and 
we trust that the parishioners will help him and keep possession of their parish 
diurch. They have enjoyed the privileges of a free and unappropriated church 
for seven years and upwards, and we hope that they have learned to value it so 
highly as to resist even the appearance of any return to the wretched pew-system. 
It is true that fixed benches do not necessarily involve appropriation, but 
experience has shown that the system obtains a footing far more easily in churches 
seated in that manner than it does where chairs are used. 

We are informed that Sir G. G. Scott, the architect, imder whom the restoration 
was carried out, visited the church, and conferred with the vicar, Ward trustees, and 
the churchwardens, and that he proposed benches in the nave, standing upon the 
tile floor, the present chairs to be retained in the aisles and transepts, which are 
very spacious. We believe, however, that the Ward trustees did not approve of 



Digitized by 



Google 



128 



The Free and Open Church Advocate. 



this, and requested that other plans mk;ht be prepared. It is thought that Sir 
G. G. Scott might have adhered to his first proposal, and thus have avoided the 
appearance of preparation for appropriation, whilst satisfying the parishioners, and 
at the same time conforming to the terms of Mr. Ward's will. 

The Press. — We have to thank the Rock, Church Times, Church Review^ 
Camden Town Gazette, Gloucester Mercury, Yarmouth Gazette, Leicester 
Journal, and the Grantham Journal, for very kind notices of the Advocate, 
and of the work of the Association generally. The conductors of the last- 
named paper are entitled to our special thanks, for the manner in which 
they bring our principles to the notice of their readers. 



SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS RECEIVED FROM FEB. 1ST TO 



FEB, 



A R. M. (for Z87S, 1873, 1874, and 

1875) 

Ashworth, Rev. F. G. £. . 
Aubertin, Edmund, Esq. . 
Boodle, H. Trelawny, Esq. 
Boutflower, Rev. D. J., R.N. . 
Brooks, Thomas, Esq. 
Broughton, Rev. F. R. 
Bullock, Herbert H., Esq. 
Chandler, Mr. J., junr. 
Chapman, The Rt Rev. Bishop (Don.) 
Charrington, Charles, Esq. 
Churchward, J. G., Esq. . 
Conybearc, Rev. J. W. E. 
Coote, H. C., Esq., F.S.A. 
Courtney, Sydney C, Esq., M.D. 
Cracklow, Ceneral . 
Cumine, Captain G. . . . 
Darnell^ Rev. Charles 
Day, Lieut. Francis, R.A . 
De Tabley, Rt. Hon. Lord 
Dermer, Rev. E. C. . 
Drummond, Allan H., Esq. 
Elwell, Rev. Henry . 
Ely, The Ven. Archdeacon of . 
Farrar, Rev. Dr. 
Fennine, G. D., Esq. 
Ford, William, Esq. . 
Gardner^ T. T. Agg, Esq., M.P. 
Green, tohn S., E^. . 
Green, Miss E. A. . 
Harington, Captam R. E. S. . 
Haworth Booth, Lieut .-Col. B. B. 
Hcale, Mrs. H. N. . 
Heaton, W. H., Esq. 



27TH, 



1375. 



.320 

(Don.) 050 



-sq- 



L 
L 

MoiCnUlC, J-tCWlS A., -CrSiq., M. 

Malet, Captain G. E. W. . 

Mallard, Captain C, R.N. 

Marsh, Mr. W. A . 

Moore, J. R., Esq. . 

Normanton, The Rt. Hon. Earl of 

Peters, Major W. H. . 

Philips, Francis, Esq. 

Phillips, F. M., Esq. . 

Ponsonby, Hon. Gerald 

Rumscy, Kev. J. W. . 

Selby, Captain W. B. 

Spranger, W. F. G., Esq. (for 1875 

and 1876) .... 
Sutton, Rev. W. Manners 
Templetown, Gen. Visct, G.C.] 
Treheme, George G. T., Esq. 
Vernon, Rev. J. E. . 
Watson, Wentworth, Esq. . 
Wallington, CoL J. W. . 
Wilkinson, Rev. J. B. (Offertorjr at 

the Church of the Ascension, 

Lavender Hill, S.W.), . 
Wilson, J. G, Esq. ... . 
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The Editor of the Free and Open Church Advocate wUl be greatly obliged 
by friends of the movement sending him notes of progress, &'c., for publication. 
Copies of the Adwocatts. for gratuitous circulation locally will be sent in return. 

Issued by authority of the Council, of //5^ London Free and Open Church 
Association. Copies may be had gratuitously on application to the Secretary, 
25, Norfolk Street, Strand, W.C, or will be sent for One Year to any address 
on receipt of Eighteen Fenny Stamps, 

Cheques and Post-office Orders in aid of the Funds of the Association should be 
made payable to the Treasurer, EDWIN C. Ireland, Esq, Cheques crossed 
** Union Bank of London." 



GILBERT' AND lUVlKGTON, PRINTEILS ST. JOHN's SQUARE, LONDON. 
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Being the Monthly Paper of the London Free and Open Church Association. 
Vol. II. APRIL 15TH, 1875. No. 40. 

OUR NINTH ANNIVERSARY. 
ilNING service will be held at Christ Church, Albany 
Street, Regent's Park (by the kind permission of the 
Vicar, the Rev. Prebendary Burrows), on Tuesday, the 
nth of May, at Eight o'clock. 
The General Meeting of Members of the Association 
will be held at the offices, 25, Norfolk Street, Strand, on Wednesday, 
the 1 2 th of May, at Two o'clock in the afternoon. The Annual 
Public Meeting will take place the same evening at the Westminster 
Palace Hotel. The President, the Right Hon. Earl Nelson, will 
take the Chair at Eight o'clock precisely. 




The London Free and Open Church Association. — ^The ordinary 
Monthly Meeting of the Executive Council was held on Wednesday evening, ytn 
inst., at the rooms of the Association, 25, Norfolk Street, Strand. 

Present : — Henry Radcliffe, Esq., and subsequently H. C. Coote, Esq., F.S. A., 
in the chair; Richard B. Prosser, Esq., J. Waddon Martyn, Esq., C. Graham 
Carttar, Esq., Charles E. Freeman, Esq. (Hon. Secretary), Rev. J. S. Jones, Rev. 
W. H. Browne, Edward M. Courtney, Esq., Edwin C. Ireland, Esq. (Treasurer), 
Henry Lias, Esq., J. W. Walter, Esq., J. L. Vincent, Esq., Bowes A. Paice, Esq., 
Major Heales, F.S. A., and J. Reginald Dowson, Esq. 

The Treasurer reported that the balance at the bank was jf 163 3J. 4//. in favour 
of the Association. Bills amounting to ;^45 lor. id. were passed for payment. 

The Secretary reported among other matters, that a sermon was preached by the 
Rev. J. S. Jones at St. Cyprian's, Marylebone, on Sunday morning, the 14th inst. , 
on behalf of the Association, the offertory amounting to £7 3j. 3</. ; that the 
Easter Vestries advertisement had been inserted in a large number of papers in 
London and the provinces, and had resulted in numerous applications for advice 
and papers ; and that of io,oco copies of the new offertory leaflet which were 
printed three weeks since, nearly 8000 had already been applied for and granted 
gratuitously to various churches. In consequence of the increased demand for the 
Advocate, it was resolved in future to print an additional 500 copies. 

It was reported that at a meeting of the parishioners of St. Nicholas, Gloucester, 
on the 22nd ult., it was resolved, at the instance of the vicar (a leading Evaiigelical 
clergjrman), to make the church entirely free, and to adopt the weekly ofrertory 
after Easter. A full report of the proceedings at this meeting will be found at 
pages 134— 137- 

It was further reported that the Legal Committee had for some time past been 
considering and giving advice on the case of St. Luke's, New Kentish Town, and 
that the church had now been made free with the permission of the Bishop of 
Ix)ndon, and a notice to that effect signed by the vicar and churchwardens put up 
in the church. A brief account of the circumstances of this important case will 
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be found in another part of this number, together with an announcement of the 
special sermons preached on the i itli inst. . 

It was also reported that the President had fixed Wednesday, May 12th, for the 
Annual Meeting of the Association. Particulars of the arrangements are given 
above. 

A letter was read frolh Mr. Edvdn C. Ireland, announcing Us resignation of the 
office of Treasurer, the twelve months during which he imdertook to perform the 
duties being about to expire. It was moved by Mr. Freeman, seconded by 
Mr. DowsON, and carried unanimously, — **That Mr. Ireland's resignation be 
accepted, and that the best thanks of this Council be presented to him for his 
readiness in imdertaking the office of Treasurer, and for his zeal and efficiency in 
the performance of the duties of that office." 

Mr. Ireland then gave notice that at the Meeting of Council inmiediately befpre 
the Anniversary, he would move that Mr. Edward M. Courtney be appointed to 
the vacant office. 

The following resolution was moved by Major Heales, F.S.A., and passed 
unanimously : — " The Council, being informed that the London Gregorian Choral 
Association will hold their annual festival in St. Paul's Cathedral on the 13th May 
next, desire to express to that Association their earnest hope that on such 
occasion the seats in the cathedral will be free from appropriation. And that a 
copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Dean of St Paul's." 

The Secretary announced that the arran£;ements for a series of Evening Meetings 
of members and their friends were completed, and that the first would be held at 
the rooms of the Association on Monday, the 12th inst., when a short address 
would be given, and discussion invited. 



St. James's, Piccadilly.— On Good Friday the DaUy Telegraph attended 
this church, and the reporter says that ** the services befit the very respectable 
pews, in which very respectable people keep a line of demarcation between them- 
selves and their fellow worshippers. . . . There was, consequently, not much 
warmth about yesterday's service, and certainly no warmth of welcome to the 
stranger within the gates, who might have stood for long at the door without 
being asked to sit down even on the benches, which, so to speak, are * below 
the salt.'" 

St. Luke's, New Kentish Town. — We have much pleasure in announcing 
that the seats in this church have been at length declared free. The case of 
St. Luke's has been so repeatedly before the Council, and is so full of interest, 
that we think it well to give a short sketch of its history. The church was 
consecrated in December, 1869, the district having been constituted under 
Lord Blandford's Act. For a time all went well, but public attention having 
been called to the fact that the letting of pews was illegal— the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners not having granted powers in that behalf— the churchwardens of 
the day applied for, and obtained the necessary instrument, early in the year 1872. 
Half the church, as divided by an imaginaiy line down the middle aisle, was 
directed to be entirely free ; the sitting in the other half to be let at the various 
rents provided by the scaJe. The instrument authorizing the letting of seats 
contained a clause directing that j^* 10 per annum should be paid out of the pew* 
rents to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners ostensibly for the purpose of gradually 
providing a permanent endowment. Indeed, it is difficult to understand how Uie 
Commissioners came to grant a scale at all ; for the Act under which it purports to 
have been made seems only to relate to churches for which there is no endowment; 
whereas the Commissioners had themselves already endowed St. Luke's, first with 
;f 200, and then with an additional jf 100 per annum. The scale was, however, 
granted, and the churchwardens commenced — for the first time in the history of the 
parish— to let pews legally. Those who are accustomed to regard pew-rents as 
only one degree less certain than an endowment, may learn a lesson from what 
followed. The people would not take the seats! At the end of 1874 there were 
only 13 pew-renters (occupying 34 seats), who had held seats over one year ; awl 
of these 13, 4 were ntm-parishioners. The total number of pew-holders was 
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17, II otly being parishioners. The church, we should state, has 600 sittings, 
the population of the parish being iipwards of 8cxx). The revenue arising from 
the pews amounted to a trifle over ^ 53 per annum, £10 of which was paid Over 
to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, as we have already stated, thus leaving only 
;i"43 available for Church purposes. In fact, the system of letting pews turned out 
a disastrous failure, both financially and spiritually; 10 much so indeed, that in 
consequence of the thinness of the attendance in the pewed half of the church, the 
gas was lighted on the free side only, at the weekday services. On Sunda3rs it 
was no uncommon thing to see the free seats entirely full before the commence- 
ment of the service, whilst the pews were almost deserted. All the lay workers, 
^with one or two exceptions — and both the churchwatdens, came from the free 
side of the church. 

So much then for the free system as a means of getting people to church j but 
now let us see how they behaved in the matter of giving of their substance, and 
we find that the offiertory for the year reached ;i"7i8, or nearly seventeen times as 
much as the available ptw-rents. In the whole course of our experience we do 
not remember to have met with so remarkable and rapid a declme of pew-rents 
coupled with an increase of offertory as St. Luke's lumishefl. These are the 
figures: — 

1871 1873 1873 1874 

Offertory Iz^l^ ;^496 ;f6i8 ^vA 

Pew-rents £200 £1^6 £So 1$^ 

The Bishop could hardly resist the facts of the case, and he accordingly gave 
permission to the authorities to discontinue the letting of pews. 

Now that matters appear to have been brought to a successful issue, we most 
earnestly hope that all concerned will unite in making the work a reality. 
Persons who have hitherto enjoyed the luxury of "their own pew" may perhaps 
feel somewhat reluctant to give it up, and may wish to continue to have seats 
appropriated to and kept for them, until such time as they choose to put in an 
appearance. If words of ours have any weight. We beg to offer our friendly 
counsel to the churchwardens that they should firmly resist any pressure which may 
be put upon them to appropriate seats, and we entreat parisnioners to sacrifice 
the convenience and social distinction of **a pew at church" in deference to the 
unmistakeable wishes of the vast majority of their fellows. A church in which 
the seats are entirely free and unappropriated is one thing, one in which the 
seats are partly appropriated is another, and a very tinsatisfactory thing. Partial 
appropriation is but too often— 

" Th« little rifl within the lute,** 

which creates discord where there would otherwise have been nothing but 
harmony, and we advise -our friends to have nothing whatever to do with it. 

We may add that sermons on the objects of the Association were preached in this 
church on Sunday last, in the morning by the Rev. C. St. Denys Moxon, B.C.L., 
of Emmanuel College, Cambridge ; and in the evening by the Bishop of 
Chichester, the latter at the Council's request. The offertory amounted to j^i6. 

Melton Mowbray.— Since the publication of our last ntunber this church has 
been described and illustrated in Church Bells, our paragraph being appended to 
the interesting particulars given by our contemporary. 

A letter appears in the Grantham yburnal from a Mr. T. N. Wing, charging us 
with "exaggerated falsehood" in our notice of the church 5 but we must still 
adhere to the statements M'hich it contains. Mr. Wing was, sa he says, once 
churchwarden, and we are quite willing to make great idlowances for the evident 
irritation from which he is suffering, seeing that under the old system he wad the 
holder of three pews, or parts of pews (rarely, if evct, ftilly occupied)— "ofle for 
my family, one for my servants, and one for my young men. " Mr. Wing is, we 
believe, not an architect by profession, but he nevertheless ventured upon an 
addition to the parish church which an architect by profession (Sir G. 0. Scott) 
reported upon in 1848 as follows : — 

'''I cannot but r^et that the nave s^iould be so sadly encumbered with 
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unsightly galleries, while transepts of unusual extent and openness have been 
suffered to remain useless. This is the more to be regretted from the recent 
addition [Mr. Wing's work] which has been made to them, by which not only 
a good opportunity of effecting more judicious improvements has been lost, but a 
permanence has been given to objectionable arrangements which might have been 
corrected. The extraordinary meanness of the backs of these new erections forms 
a somewhat characteristic contrast with the showy face which they present in 
front." 

With regard to the tile floor, of which Mr. Wing says, "it is doubtful whether 
this tesselated pavement did originate with Sir G. G. Scott," we can only state 
that, on the 9U1 of February last Sir Gilbert writes, **I was unquestionably a 
party to laying the tile floor, and, if I were acting for myself alone, would put the 
seats upon it, placing a boaid. or mat under people's feet. " 

There are some other points in Mr. Wing's letter— such, for instance, as the 
alleged irreverence of the congregation in omitting to kneel at the prescribed 
times — which we must be excused from entering upon. By comparing the space 
occupied by galleries in the aisles of the nave with the transepts— which are con- 
siderably larger than the nave, and are now fairly filled — ^people can easily test 
the accuracy of Mr. Wing's statements. "Sittings" is a somewhat deceptive 
expression. Seats with people sitting in them are far preferable to any real or 
imaginary number of "sittings," which nobody can occupy imder the wretched 
s)rstem of appropriation. Numbers of strangers frequent Melton for a considerable 
time, and they can now worship God in His House without begging for a seat in 
Mr. Somebody's pew. We are quite willing to leave our paragraph and Mr. 
Wing's "letter (which want of space prevents us from printing) to the calm judg- 
ment of our friends at Melton. 



ST. SAVIOUR'S, POrLAR. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREE AND OPEN CHURCH ADVOCATE. 

Sir, — ^Will you kindly allow me to appeal to your readers on behalf of the above 
church, lately consecrated in the midst of an almost entirely working population of 
7000 soids ? The church has 750 sittings, all of which are free and unappropriated. 
We have the offertory at all services on Sunday, which realizes about £1 lOr. a 
week. The expenses of Divine worship absorb the entire offertory, so some debts, 
which we were obliged to contract at the opening of the church, remain unpaid. 
Printing, hassocks, curtains, moving the organ from the old Mission Room, 
insurance, and Psalters for the choir, form the principal items, amounting in all to 
about jf 40. The smallest amount to assist in paying these debts from friends of a 
Free and Open Church in a poor neighbourhood >^lT be thankfully received by. 

Your obedient Servant, 

Edward Bray, Curate. 

28, Stainsby Road, Poplar, E. 



"Mackeson's Guide to the Churches of London."— The tenth issue of 
this most useful work has just been published. It gives the particulars of 786 
churches and occupies a space of 143 pages, presenting in this respect a marked 
contrast to its first appearance in 1866, when only 267 churches were enumerated 
Up. a modest brochure of 32 pages. The improvements which the editor has intro- 
duced into the Guide for 1875 mostly relate to points with which we have no 
special concern, but there is one alteration to which we must direct particular 
attention. We allude to the right use of the word " free," which was mentioned 
in the Advocate for 1874, pp. 9, 45. In the present issue churches 
where the free and unappropriated system obtains are entered as "free," an ex- 
pression which was formerly used to mark the distinction between rented and 
unrented (but at the same time appropriated) seats. Entire accuracy in a 
work like this is, of course, not to be expected, especially when we con- 
sider that Mr. Mackeson is dependent upon others for his information. It 
would therefore be unfair to charge any little inaccuracies which may occur 
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upon the painstaking editor. As an instance of this, we may mention 
that the seats at St. Matthew's, City Road, are described as "free," 
whereas they are in fact appropriated till within five minutes of the commencement 
of the service, the stopping of the bell being the signal for the profanum vulnis to 
** surge in," to use the favourite expression of our opponents. The statistical table 
given in the introductory notice is exceedingly encouraging, inasmuch as it shows a 
marked increase in the number of churches where our principles are adopted. We 
do not give the figures at present, but shall do so in our Annual Report in a 
slightly different form. 

Missions to Seamen.— Commander W. Dawson, R.N., Secretary to the 
" Missions to Seamen Society," Buckingham Street, Strand, W.C, has sent us an 
appeal, which we gladly insert, for disused hymn and prayer-books and obsolete 
church-services, for the use of such captains of ships as will engage to conduct 
Divine worship at sea. Few households are without books of this description, and 
many persons will, we think, be glad to know that by sending them to Com- 
mander Dawson, valuable help may be given to those "that go down to the sea in 
ships, and occupy their business in great waters. " 

The Working Classes and the Church.— That the working-classes 
have unfortunately become alienated from the National Church is a fact 
which no thoughtfiil person will deny. We do not of course imply that 
this estrangement is entirely due to the pew S3rstem, but it has no doubt con- 
tributed largely to bring about the present state of things. As an instance of 
the difficulties in the way of Church Defence caused by the hostility of the artisan 
class, we may mention an incident which took place at a meeting held at 
Kensington some time back. The usual resolution in favour of the maintenance of 
the Establishment having been moved and seconded, Mr. Buckingham (working 
man) wished to move an amendment to the effect that the resolution was not in 
accordance with the views of the working men present (hisses and cheers), and 
that the Establishment was not the Church of the poor but of the rich* He maintained 
that his class as a body viewed with disfavour the Church Establishment; and that 
if the Church had done its duty there would never have arisen the present cry for 
disestablishment (hisses and counter cheers). A second working man, whose 
name was not mentioned, adopted a similar line of argument. 

Church Extension. — During the year ending March last, the Incorporated 
Church Building Society have made grants amounting to jfi 1,435 towards the 
erection of 31 new churches (24 of which are entirely free and unappropriated), 
the rebuilding of 15, and the enlarging or otherwise increasing the accommodation 
of loi existing churches. The carrying out of the above works called forth from 
the promoters of them the sum of j£'383,6o6. The committee have also granted 
>£'68o towards building 24 school or mission churches ; but in every case there has 
been much regret felt at the smallness of the sum voted through the inadequacy of 
the funds at the Society's disposal. The very large number of free and unappro- 
priated churches is a most satisfactory sign of progress ; and this has probably led 
to the suppression of that part of the report by a certain Church newspaper, the 
conductors of which have eitner ignored our movement altogether, or have actively 
opposed it. 

Melcombe Regis. — There is a period in the history of the Church of England 
on which the Churchmen of the future will look back with feelings of wonder, and 
we hope also not without shame. We allude to wh^t may be called the ** Act of 
Parliament period," when people had almost entirely lost the habit of contributing 
to church-building funds on the principles of our mediaeval ancestors — the love of 
God and the benefit of posterity — but could only be induced to open their purse- 
strings by the prospect of a quid pro quo, or by the desire of acquiring some kind of 
"property" in the sanctuary about to be erected. What greater anomaly can 
there be than a " freehold pew " in a parish church, that church being the common 
property of all the parishioners alike ? And yet it is no uncommon thing to find 
such " property" advertised for sale by public auction. In many instances it turns 
out on investigation that the "fireehold*^ is a mere rhetorical flourish on the part of 
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th« auctioneer. But thif is not always the case, and it occasionally hapj^ens that 
such transactions are strictly legal, or perhaps we had better say strictly within the 
terms of an Act of Parliament. Not very long ago we received a copy of an 
auctioneei^s catalogue containing the particulars and conditions of sale of ** all that 
four-sitting pew, being No. 1 1 under the south gallery in the parish church of St. 
Mary, in Melcombe Regis, now in the occupation of -^ — at a yearly rent of 
;^4 4J, od. This property is held for a term of looo years from 27th February, 
1817." (Just above we observe a ** well-situated and commanding" public-house 
is offered for sale.) It appears on examination that the description is perfectly 
correct, and we find that a Local Act was obtained on the 15th of June, 181 5, for 
rebuilding the parish church, the funds for which were to be supplemented by the 
sale of pews or seats for a thousand years, to be the absolute property of the pur- 
chasers, their heirs and assigns, for the term named, with power to sell or assign 
the same, a form of conveyance being given in the Act. Strictly speaking it is, of 
coursC) not a "freehold ;" but a thousand years is a long term. We do not blame 
the individuals concerned in the case under notice ; but it is a disgrace and a scandal 
that a church pew should be offered for sale by public auction with no more 
ceremony than if it were a private box in Drury Lane Theatre. We are not 
aware how much this particular pew fetched, but in 1864 a similar "lot" in 
the same church was knocked down for;£'5o. 

Chard. — "The second annual balance-sheet of the Mission Chapel, where, as 
is so well known, all the sittings (370) are free and unappropriated, has just been 
issued. We are very pleased indeed to see that the offertory has considerably in- 
creased during the past year, having advanced from ;f 133 in 1873 to ;f 160 in 1874, 
and this notwithstanding the chapel was closed for six weeks while the new aisle 
was being built. Compare these figures with the pew-rents at the Parish Church, 
amounting perhaps to ^120, and the result is a most convincing proof of the im- 
mense superiority of free and open Church worship over the bargain and sale 
system 01 appropriation, especially when it is recollected that the Tatter place is 
capable of holding 1017 persons, although it must be confessed it was a long time 
ago it had the oj)portunity of doing so." We take the above from Nowlen^s 
Weekly Chronicle^ in which paper some admirable letters and an article on the 
subject of free and open churches have appeared. Now that the question has 
been started, we trust that it will not be allowed to drop. 

Monmouth. — We learn from a correspondent that the pew system "rages 
horribly " in this town ; but we have despatched a parcel of our papers, and hope 
that in due time they may produce some good fruit. 

Gloijcester : St. NICHOLAS.— A Meeting, convened by the Vicar and Church- 
wardens, of the parishioners and congregation of the above church, was held on the 
22nd ult. " to consider whether the weekly offertory "shall be adopted after Easter, 
instead of quarterly subscriptions, to provide for church and choir expenses ; also, 
by what means the sittings can best be made available to all persons who may be 
disposed to attend their parish church." 

The opening speech of the Vicar, the Rev. W. Balfour, for a report of which we 
are indebted to the Gloucester Mercury^ was in every respect most admirable, and, 
coming as it does from an Evangelical clergyman of such standing as Mr. Balfour 
(he is the senior incumbent in the city), cannot fail to carry very great weight. 
With the exception of a few unimportant passages, we give the Vicar's speech in 
full:—' 

" I have long felt a strong desire to take some steps to increase the use- 
fulness of our church and its services, and to be more largely instrumental than I 
am sorry to say is the case at present in carrying out the mcious design of our 
Divine Lord and Master, — * I, if I be lifted up from the eaitb, will draw all men 
unto Me.* For this purpose I would recognize the desirableness of doing what can 
be done, consistently with that Protestant simplicity and evangelical purity which 
I desire ever to maintain, to increase the attractiveness of our Sunday services. 
This points to some attempt to improve the musical part of our services. With 
this, which is almost a necessity, in view, it is clear that we caimot dispense with 
meaiis*-not, indeed, extravagant means, but somewhat in advance of what we now 
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obtain. Hitherto, for some years past, these have been in a measure obtained by 
quarterly subscriptions. But I have found lately that in some quarters this method 
is much objected to, and the objection takes the very practical form of not a few 
withholding their subscriptions. It will be proposed to you, therefore, this evening 
to substitute the weekly offertory for the quarterly subscriptions, which ha\ e only 
partially succeeded. This would be collected at the close of every morning and 
evening Sunday service, in accordance with the primitive practice mentioned by St. 
Paul (ist Cor. xvi. I, 2) — * Concerning the collection for the saints • • . upon 
the first day of the week, let every one of you liy by him in store as God hath 
prospered him.' If the proposal to adopt the of](ertory finds acceptance, all seat* 
rents and quarterly subscriptions will expire at once. This will involve on my part 
a surrender of about £y a year received for seat-rents from non-parishioners, such 
non-parishioners being invited still to attend the church, and to contribute to the 
offertory in lieu of paying rent 

** I will now speak on the second matter to be submitted for your consideration. 
The very words in which the point is alluded to in the notice, imply that under 
the present system of appropriation of sittings, the accommodation of our church 
is practically not * available' to all who might, under some circumstances, be 
disposed to attend. I will ask you to take a retrospective view for a few years. 
There was a general understanding, when we set about the restoration and 
re-seating of the church, that those families who had long been in possession of 
allotted seats, should have similar acconmiodation in the restored church. Well, 
this was carried out, I am afraid, only too completely. With the seats remaining, 
we did our best to accommodate other applicants. After all, some who hsui 
counted upon the same privilege, were unavoidably ' left out in the cold ; ' and 
some who had seats allotted to them were by no means satisfied, only accepting 
the seats we could give them as a temporary measure, until better ones should 
become vacant. In several cases, two or three different families had set their 
minds on the same seat. I know not how many families we lost from our 
congregation at that time, but some, I know, left us in consequence of their 
disappointment in this very matter. Then, in regard to others — even to some 
who had an allotment amongst the best seats—the plan of appropriation has been 
found to work so ill, that several of these seats are rarely or never occupied by 
those to whose names they are assigned. So that all who have looked around on 
our congregation this long time past would say, * It is high time you had a re- 
distribution of the seats.' Well, that no doubt is what many would suggest ; for 
my part, I have no hope that in twelve months time things would be one bit 
better by that course than they are at present. Then again, from time to time 
we have applications for sittings. The system of appropriation which still 
continues among us, renders it often impossible satisfactorily to meet these 
applications. People do not readily understand how this is, for looking round on 
a Sunday, they say, * Why, we see many seats unoccupied.' True, but unfortu- 
nately, they are not unappropriated. Now we have in this parish, I suppose, 
some 2300 inhabitants. All of these have a right to be accommodated in their 
parish church as far as it is possible. But there are a great many &milies — 
many rate-paying families, too — whose children are baptized in our church, and 
who occasionally attend its services, to whom no sittings whatever are appropriated. 
Now there are, speaking roughly, some 90 or 100 pews in all in our church. Not 
more than about 60 of these, perhaps, are in favourite positions. On the system 
of appropriation not more than 100 families at most can be accommodated ; 
leaving some 300 families more unprovided with seats. What is to become of 
the rest, whose rights are as sacred, and as much to be respected, as those of the 
present seat-holders ? I have long seen that upon this system, it is impracticable 
to offer fair and acceptable accommodation to the great body of our people. 
That can only be the privilege of a minority of them— of the few. There is only 
one way, as it seems to me, in which this hindrance— for it is a great and sore 
hindrance to the work of the ministry— can be swept away. That way is, putting 
an end to the system of appropriation of seats altogether, and declaring them free. 
I am convinced that could we have seen our way to the adoption of this course 
immediately after the re- opening oC our church in i86d^ we should have 
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retained some membeis of the coogr^atum whom we then lost : there would 
have twen no room for jealonaes or heait-bnrnings on this scoie (which my 
long experience has shown me to he a frnitM souoe of them), for none 
conld have complained that ^vour had heen shown to some over 
others. This has been a just cause of complaint in the past, and I have 
always deplored it, whilst I did not find myself able to apply any effectual remedy. 
The time seems to me to have now come when it may be tried. What I 
acknowledge, then, I should wish to see is, all placed upon one footing in 
regard to a right to sittings ; none conld then have any cause of complaint. I 
say — and repeat my vrord&—4n regard to right : let the right of all parishioners 
to sittings in their church be aclmowledged in this only practicable way. Let 
the rig^t be respected to this extent, — ^that no member of the congregation shall 
be at liberty to order another out of a seat in which he may luive taken his 
place for a service. Let us have the rule, in short, of ' first come, first served.' 
Let there be no absolute reserve of sittings, no exclusion. That is the only 
consistent meaning of making our seats firee. 

''Now do not be alarmed at this exposition of the matter. Some who at 
present have very comfortable seats which they occupy, often leaving space on 
each side of them for thrice their number, may be thinking. What shadl we do if 
this plan be adopted? we shall lose our seats — we cannot go to this church 
anv longer — we must eo somewhere else. Very probably they will bethink them- 
selves of the Cathedral . Yes, there at least, especially at the Sunday evening nave 
services we are sure to find seats. Will that, then, satisfy you ? I am well aware 
that that plan does quite satisfy, and that manv prefer very often even to go there 
and take any seat they can get, to occupying tneir own comfortable seat in their 
parish church. Why, this system, which appears to give so much satisfaction at 
the Cathedral, is the very S3rstem which I am suggesting the introduction of into 
our own church ! We should be taking nothing away from any of you ; you 
would have your choice among all the seats in the church, equally with others. 
We should simply be extending the benefit now monopolized by the few to the 
many, so far as they might care to avail themselves of it. But to relieve any alarm 
or apprehension which some may feel as to the difficulty of being seated as com- 
fortably as before, I may remark that I do not think a few Sundays' trial will show 
any grounds for such apprehension. What commends the system very much to my 
mind is its simplicity and elasticity. It is a self-adjusting system. By coming to 
church in time, you cannot fail to get a good seat. Those who do not like their 
present seats will have an opportunity of trying others — all round the church if 
they like. Those who feel any special attachment to their present seats have only 
to be there in time to occupy them. .... If you adopt the weekly offertory, I 
very strongly feel that to give it any chance of success, you must also adopt tiie 
system of free sittings ;— the two must be accepted or rejected together. The 
weekly offertory will never answer upon the present plaiL It is so easy a matter 
to keep away fron^ church — to leave our allotted seats empty, and so escape the 
offertory. Many of you, of course, would not do this, but many others would. 
On the other hand, the very moral effect of declaring the sitting in the church 
free and unreserved would gain us favour in the eyes of the people, and perhaps 
we may be permitted to see oetter congregations than we have seen for many a long 
(lay. I, for my part, should feel that I was making a fresh start in my ministry. 
I should be in a ]>osition for the first time in three-and-twenty years (which have 
made me the Senior Incumbent in Gloucester) to turn to my people and say, — 
Now vou have all an equal right secured in the seats of your church : now there 
is a place provided for all who will attend : ' Come, for all things are now ready.' 

** Some appearance of sacrifice— some little inconveniences — a few may find at 
first I am sure they are not worth naming, beside the advantages which we trust 
would be secured. In approaching the consideration of the matter, let me ask 
you, in the words of the Apostle, to ' Look not every man on his own things, but 
every man^also on the things of others * — ^at the greatest good of the greatest number. 
Ask yourselves whether the plans proposed would not be, as the least selfish, so 
the most Christian. I certamly can only regard the present system as a serious 
difficulty^— an impediment to the work of my ministry." 
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Resolutions in favour of the adoption of the weekly offertory and free seats were 
then proposed and carried, the former with only four dissentients, and the latter 
unanimously. The question having been referred for final settlement to" the 
Easter Vestry meeting, the resolutions of the parishioners were unaimously con- 
firmed. 

Haughley,. near Stowmarket, Suffolk. — A member residing at Haughley 
informs us that the parish church, which has been in a state of neglect for a cen- 
tury, is at length about to be restored, and that efforts are being made to insure 
that it shall be restored in fact as well as in name. Not only is the fabric to be 
put in repair, but the church will also, it is hoped, be restored to the people by 
making the seats entirely free and unappropriated. We wish our friends every 
success, and trust that they will keep us informed as to the progress of events. 

Burn AGE : St. Margaret's. — This church has recently been consecrated by 
the Bishop of Manchester. All the seats are free and unappropriated. 

Northampton.— A large and influential meeting was held in this town on the 
25th ult., to inaugurate a scheme of church extension in the borough. The 
Bishop of Peterborough occupied the chair, and stated that it was proposed to 
form four new parishes, and build churches, parsonages, and Sunday-schools for 
each. The scheme would cost £33,000, to raise which subscriptions were asked. 
Lord Lyveden, Lord Penrhyn, and Mr. Phipps, M.P., were amongst the 
speakers. As the Bishop is one of our patrons, we trust that the principles of the 
Association will not be lost sight of. 

Guildford, St. Nicholas.— We have received a handbill announcing the 
laying of the memorial stone of the above church, on the 2nd inst. After stating 
that a public luncheon will take place, and that a sermon will be preached at 
Holy Trinity Church, we are informed that "Tickets for the luncheon will secure 
reserved seats in Trinity Church." The italics, we should say, are not ours. 

West Derby, Liverpool. — The Liverpool Daily Courier has a column 
headed "squabbles about the sittings" in the parish church at this place. Many 
wealthy people who have seats allotted to them are absent for a portion of the 
year in London, the Highlands and elsewhere, but of course the churchwardens 
cannot allot these seats to others. One parishioner stated that ** he had occupied a 
seat in another person's pew by favour of the owner, but circumstances had arisen 

which induced him no longer to occupy the same seat as Mr. as a favour." 

The vestry clerk complained that persons having a larger pew than they required 
monopolized the vacant seats by spreading out a cloak or laying an umbrella or other 
article on the unoccupied portion so as to deter other people from entering. How 
much longer will the people endure a system which engenders such a wretched, 
petty spirit of exclusiveness, and leads to such flagrant violations of the most ordi- 
nary Christian courtesy in the house of God itself ? 

Tranmere, Liverpool. — It was announced at the Easter Vestry Meeting that 
since the previous year a new church — St. Luke's — ^had been built, and that a 
mission chapel had been started, in both of which the seats were entirely free and 
unappropriated. 

Seaforth, Liverpool. — A very good instance of the respect for "the law," 
to which our pew-letting friends are so fond of appealing, is furnished by an inci- 
dent which took place at the Easter Vestry Meeting of the above-named parish. A 
Mr. Parry, havmg complained that four pews marked "free" in the plan, and 
named in the deed as being for the use of the poor, had been let, it was admitted 
that such was the case, persons having applied for sittings, and as there were no 
others to let, the free sittings had been given to them. TTie applicants were told 
that these pews were free, but they tendered the money, and the parish clerk, 
acting under the authority of the churchwardens, had taken it. A resolution 
having been passed that the free pews should be indicated by the word "free" 
being painted on them, one of the churchwardens thereupon rose and refused to 
serve, as he considered that the resolution amounted to a vote of censure. He 
was, however, eventually mollified, but " he would not make any alterations in 
the pews." 
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Liverpool. — The good fight which Mr. Henry Clark and his triends have 
fought annually at Liverpool for the last ten years on behalf of the freedom of the 
two parish churches of that town has been again unsuccessful, but we hardly 
think that the pro-pew party can claim a victory. A resolution in favour of the 
parish churches being free and unappropriated was lost by only one vote, thirty- 
six being in favour and thirty-seven against. A public meeting was held some 
days before the Easter Vestry, with Mr. Clark in the chair, for the purpose of 
securing the return of churchwardens pledged to make the parish churches abso- 
lutely free to all parishioners, rich and poor alike. The opposite party were, how- 
ever, not idle, for a long article appeared in the local Daily Courier^ three days 
afterwards, attempting to prove that the churches were practically free, and fortified 
with an elaborate legal disquisition in »hich the ** rank and station" argument was 
not omitted. The Daily Albion has a very sensible article on the subject, in the 
course of which it says: — "The two parish churches should be free. Justice, 
equality, and common sense all combine to urge this. They are ancient parish 
churches, freed from the abuses of faculties, and subject to the common law of the 
land. More than that, they are supported by a voluntary church-rate, at present 
paid in fair proportion to the necessities of the case ; and what is of greater import 
by a compulsory rate also — one of the very few cases now existing in this country. 
Last year the parish accounts show that ;f 1120 were so paid, and yet when it is 
asked that these churches should be made in reality what they are termed in mere 
name — the people's churches— all kinds of sentimental and theoretical objections 
are set up." The able and persistent efforts of our Liverpool friends are most 
gratifying, and we trust that before long their endeavours may be crowned with 
the success which they so thoroughly deserve. — The Monthly Paper of the Chester 
Diocesan Open Church Association has an instructive paragraph on the cost to the 
public of pewed churches. The accounts of St. Paul's Church showed that the 
expenditure of the past year had been ;f 58 5j. &/., and the receipts from pew-rents 
and ground-rents /"S gj., leaving a balance of ^^49 i6j. %d. to be provided out of 
the public rates of the parish of Liverpool. The accounts of St. John's Church 
showed the expenditure of the past year to have been jf 118 y, 4//., and the re- 
ceipts derived from pew-rents and ground-rents £0^1 7^., making a deficiency of 
;f 76 1 6 J. 4^., which also would be borne by a patient and long-suffering public. 

Wig AN. — The question of free and unappropriated churches was brought for- 
ward by the Rector of this parish at -a recent Vestry Meeting. He professed 
himself decidedly in favour of the system, adding that many persons were conscious 
of a feeling of discomfort when sitting in another person's pew, lest the owner 
should regard them as intruders. No resolution was arrived at, the ventilation of 
the question being simply the Rector's object. At the Vestry Meeting of St. 
Catherine's parish, in the same town, it was unanimously resolved that the pew- 
holders be requested to allow all vacant seats to be considered free and open 
from the commencement of Divine service. 

The "Saturday Review" on Pev^ts.— In an article on the Vicissitudes of 
Ritual, the Saturday Review has the following : — 

" Perhaps pews were a necessary accompaniment of fine reading. There was a 
time when they had their ceremonial aspect. Swift, among the inconveniences of 
rude country life, reckons a church without pews. Crabbe notes the retirement of 
the piW as an adjunct of devotion : — 

* We in comfort pray'd ; 
Then none molested in the crimson pew 
The worthy ladies whom the vicar knew.' 

But the true ritual alliance in their case was with a particular school of popular 

preaching. 

' The attitude and stare 
And start theatric practised at the glass * 

could only be appreciated by a select, and we may add comfortable audience. 
The preacher who introduced his sermon by the Lord's Prayer, repeated with so 
original and striking an emphasis that *you would not know it was the Lord's 
Prayer,' addressed himself to pews full of ladies. This natural alliance between 
a certain school of eloquence on the one side, and an appropriate attitude and con- 
dition of body in the hearer has always provoked a touch of cynicism where 
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sympathy was wanting. We came the other day upon an illustration at once of 
our theme and of this temper, in an incident that happened some half century ago 
in a town in Yorkshire, newly stirred to its depths by a popular preacher occupy- 
ing the parish pulpit for a time. The extraordinary sensation caused by his fertile 
and florid eloquence encouraged him to higher and higher flights of fancy, still 
daily self-surpassed, till one Sunday he introduced his text with the following suc- 
cession of tropes : — *If all the ocean were ink, and all the forests pens, and all 
the men and women writers, and there was a scroll to reach from sky to sky, from 
eternity to eternity, it would not contain all that might be said on this text' A 
few days afterwards a pew in the parish church was to be sold by auction, and 
the auctioneer with dry gravity began : — * If all the ocean were ink, and all the 
forests pens, and all the men and women writers, and a scroll was to reach from 
sky to sky, it could not contain all the advantages of the pew I now offer for com- 
petition ; among which the greatest is the opportunity it affords of listening to the 
chaplain of Lord Blank who has left more brilliant scenes for the sake of convert- 
ing us heathen. There is one convert already,' seeing a Quaker stand up to bid. 
* What, only;f9 for Lord Blank's chaplain?' The joke, the narrative goes on to 
inform us, was taken extremely well by the gentlemen present, but so ill by the 
object of it, that he was never seen again in that pulpit." 

HiNDLEY, Lancashire. — A suggestion was made at the Easter Vestry Meeting 
that the churchwardens should rent pews from owners willing to let them, mark 
them as "free," and throw them open for the use of the parish at large. The 
Rev. E. Lovegrove, the Curate-in-charge, intimated that, in obedience to the 
Public Worship Act, he would have to introduce the weekly offertory in July 
next. 

Brackley. — We have much pleasure in announcing that the Rev. F. H, Thick- 
nesse. Vicar of Brackley, Honorary Canon of Manchester, and one of our 
Vice-Presidents, has been appointed Archdeacon of Northampton, to which a 
canonry in Peterborough Cathedral is annexed. Mr. Thicknesse has been a staunch 
supporter of the principles of the Association, ** which to the honour of Brackley 
men and women, have been so nobly tried and so proved thoroughly successful 
at Mr. Thicknesse's church, as we learn from the Brackley Observer. The same 
number of that journal from which the above quotation is taken has an able 
article on ** Fashion and the Faith," in which we find this passage : — "As in earlier 
' days she shut herself up in the pew, caring little that the dust of respectability 
should soil her robe of silk or of satin, sne now sits by her poorer neighbours, 
pluming herself upon her lack of exclusiveness, moved indeed by the same spirit, 
and it is to be feared to the same end. The restoration of Helmdon Church, 
announced in more orthodox columns than our own, reminds us of a past day — of 
a day when church-going was only respectable, not fashionable. Respectability 
was almost as great an enemy to the faith as the fashionable heresy upon which we 
comment ; for it left to the poor, who, by the way, are the first in the kingdom of 
heaven, two forms in the aisle as their portion in their parish church. It appro- 
priated as its own pew and gallery, held them with a tight grasp, but even then 
was less dangerous to faith than this all-pervading, subtle, intangible something, 
which for want of a better name we call * fashion.' " 

We must confess that we do not altogether share our contemporary's opinion 
with respect to the fashionable character of our movement. We are acquainted 
with churches conducted on free and open principles which are frequented almost 
entirely by persons belonging to the upper classes ; but, on the other hand, we 
know of free churches in districts the names of which suggest to fashionable people 
nothing but a dim vision of vice, disease, and misery, and in which the appearance 
of such people would be a source of open-mouthed wonder to the inhabitants. 

Shrewsbury. — We are glad to notice that the pew question is being discussed 
in the local papers of this town. Notwithstanding the great demands on our space 
just now, we cannot refrain from printing in full the following very able leading 
article, which appeared in Eddcrwe^ Shrewsbury Journal of the loth ult. ; — 
" In the pages of our contemporary last week there appeared two letters on the 
pew system, one protesting against it as an obstruction to church extension and 
usefulness, and the other advocating its expediency for the purpose of revenue to 
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maintain the fipenses of the building. The letten are a cnriosity in their waj, as 
if the one was intended as an answer to the other, though both appeared simnl' 
taneonsly in the same colnnm. Feeling some little interest in the question our- 
selves, we are glad to find it stirred in Shrewsbniy. The more it is dtscnssed and 
ventilated the better will it be understood, and public opinion be formed for its 
solution. We do not for a moment doubt what the decision will in due time be. 
So great an evil will not and cannot always exist, though for a time it may be 
deemed expedient. The principle of ' doing evil that good may come ' will not stand 
exposure to dayligfaL When an evil is proved, no £uicied good resulting from it 
wUl be tolerated in an enlightened community. The pew sjrstem is evil because it 
is absolutely il]^;al : ' All seats in a parish church are the common property of the 
parish, except such as are held by prescription or faculty.' Again : ' No pew or 
seat in a parish church can be legally let or sold,' and yet, in face of this undisputed 
law, .pews are let or sold for money, the ill^al practice being continued and 
pleaded for because it brings in a revenue, as the German gambling-tables were 
profitable and yielded a large revenue to some of those small principalities. Public 
opinion has swept away that scandal, and so it will the scancbdously ill^;al system 
of letting out seats in churches for hire, which, though a convenient way of getting 
money, is none the less ill^;al and scandalous. The advocates for it plead 
'established custom,' and that 'our congr^;ations do not desire a change. Of 
course they do not I but what becomes of all diose who do not now form a portion 
of * our congregations' I They must only come when the lady or gentleman tenant 
chooses to open the pew doors to them, which is to be done 'after the service has 
commenced. The unhappy strangers (though parishioners) must stand in the 
porch or in the aisle till the service has proceeded to a certain point, and then 
Mr. Beadle may venture to open the tabooed enclosure, and the stranger be admitted 
on sufferance. And who are these strangers? Not the poor, but persons of all 
classes in the social scale, who have been alienated from Church services by this 
dog-in-the-manger system of exclusion. 

" It may be said * they may come if they like,' or * if they want to come we will 
receive them;' but, alas for themselves and the Church! they don't care about it 
Multitudes of our population are perfectly indifferent, and hence the absenteeism 
from public worship which earnest* Churchmen so much deplore. One very re- 
markable fact in support of our view is now before us. What are called * Missions ' 
are being held in many parishes and towns all over the country. On such occasions 
the conspicuous announcement on the handbills of invitation is, ' All the seats are 
free,' Reports from these missions state that ' the churches are crowded;' ' all the 
seats are occupied.* We allow, every effort is made to induce outsiders to come, 
and one inducement is that the building is thrown open to all without restriction. 
This we say should be not a spasmodic effort, but the normal condition of our 
parishes. To open the doors of the church and its pews for a mission week, and 
then to revert to the old s)rstem of exclusion, seems very like a * nine-da3rs' wonder.' 
The object of a free service is to bring in, not the poor only, but the smaller 
tradesmen, artisans and their families, and the various classes who form a large 
proportion of our fluctuating population. The command which the Church of 
England should try to follow is, * Compel them to come in, that My house may be 
filled.' The mission of the Church is not for eight days or a month, but a daily 
and weekly effort, not to evangelize * our congr^ations ' only, but the stragglers, 
the wanderers, whether poor or wealthy; and the invitation should be, * Come, 
for all the seats are free.' If Church people were thus always as much in earnest 
as they are during the ' Mission' week, we should in time see a change for the 
better, and the now half-empty churches and half-filled pews would be occupied 
by an increasing number of worshippers. The question of revenue would then be 
easily settled." 

Faculties: Sedgley. — Amongst the lions in the path of the church restorer 
(we use the word in its broadest sense) the " faculty" must assuredly not be left 
out of the reckoning. It ranks in importance with the "aggrieved parishioner," 
l)ut as that personage has been known to yield to careful and judicious treatment, 
so a faculty may on strict scrutiny turn out not to be quite so formidable as it at 
fint sight appeared. In the first place the instrument may be ultra vires^ that is, 
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fhe Bishop may have exceeded his powers in issuing it, and secondly, the persons 
named in the docmnent to carry out its provisions may have gone beyond the 
limits of such provisions. An instance of the latter state of things has recently 
been brought to our notice in connexion with a faculty issued in 1826 by the 
Bishop of Lichfield, for rebuilding the parish church at Sedgley. The document 
appoints certain persons to act as a Commission '' to allot, set out, and apportion 
new seats, pews and sitting-places to and among the pari^ioners of the said 
parish, according to their ancient rights and claims to seats, pews and sitting- 
places, in the said old church .... to and among the parishioners and 
inhabitants of the said parish, who are in want of accommodation, for the use of 
themselves, their wives and families, so long as they shall reside, inhabit, and 
dwell in the said parish." The Commissioners appear to have interpreted their 
powers in the most liberal manner, for not only did they award seats to A. B., 
"his heirs and assigns for ever," (clean contrary to the terms of the faculty,) 
but they actually sold 114 sittings by public auction. They considered that 
the latter proceeding was authorized and rendered valid by the vote of a 
meeting of the Church Committee. The award of the Commissioners con- 
cludes with a "special order," setting forth that the seats and pews shall be 
maintained, supported, and kept in repair by the persons, their heirs, 
successors and assigns, to whom such seats and pews shall have been 
allotted. This, however, has never been done, as the repairs have been 
executed at the general expense of the parish. As this is a typical case, we may 
state that, in the opinion of the Legal Committee (to whom the Sedgley faculty 
has been submitted), the allotment of seats was only to the individuals named in the 
award, and that such allotments ceased on the removal from the parish or death of 
the persons so named. The sale of seats by the Commissioners was, of course, 
absolutely illegal. Amongst the holders of faculty-pews is the Earl of Dudley, 
and we feel very great pleasure in giving publicity to the following letter, written 
by his Lordship to the Vicar, the Hon. and Rev. A. Anson, in reply to a request 
to relinquish his right to a pew in Sedgley Church : — "I cannot have a moment's 
hesitation in granting your request with regard not only to the one particular pew 
of mine that you wish to remove to make room for the choir seats, but also all 
others in your church which are my property, as I look forward to the day when 
all sittings in your church shall be open and made free, though all cannot be 
unappropriated, as I have no doubt there are some rights existing from the time 
the church was re-pewed other than mine. I have always held the idea very 
strongly of no church really being in the most efficient state for service till pews — 
which may be tenanted by only one or two people, by which room is sacrificed, or 
which may be closed altogether, by which worshippers are excluded — are done 
away with throughout the whole church." 

Hanley, Staffordshire. — " A Constant Reader" of the Staffordshire Sen- 
tinel offers £^ to the funds of the Liberation Society, as well as his tlianks, " if 
the Society will relieve St. John's Church, Hanley, from the burden it is groaning 
under — the pew system." 

St. Peter's, Mill (End, Rickmansworth.— On April ist this beautiful 
little church was consecrated by the Lord Bishop of Rochester. Five new 
churches have now been built in the old parish of Rickmansworth, principally by 
the exertions of the present Vicar, the Rev. A. H. Barker. The present church 
is in the pure Decorated style, and has been built from the designs of Mr. Sutton, 
of Nottingham, mainly through the munificence of Mrs. E. C. Walker, who has 
contributed no less than ;£"2ioo to the Building Fund, besides a beautiful East 
window, and many other gifts. We are happy to state that the deed of consecration 
provides that all the seats shall be free and open, and the Bishop, in the course 
of an eloquent' sermon from Exod. xxv. 8 ("Let them make Me a sanctuary, that I 
may dwell among them"), contrasted this excellent provision for the spiritual needs 
of the people with the past, when the churches, few and far between as they were, 
were practically barred against the poor by the pew system. 

The choral part of the service was efficiently conducted by the Hon. Miss 
Grosvenor, who presided at the harmonium, which is temporarily used. Among 
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the iieigfa(K>a]i]ig Cteigy in attaklaace upon his Lordship vcr^ the Rers. A. H. 
Barker ; Canon Gee, of Abbott's Lan^ey ; J. Aitkcn, Vicar of Cfaaileywood ; 
together witfi the Rev. H. E. NoUoth, Vicar of Christ Church and St. Gcmse's^ 
Chesham, and member of the Council of the London Free and Open Chnzdi 
Association; and several others from the adjcMning coonty of BncVingham 
and diocese of Oxford. The Bishop and Ckigy, tqg^her with Lord and Ladj 
Ebonr, and many other guests^ were afterwards entertained at Inndieon by Mrs. 
E. C. Walker. 

Watlington, Oxon. — ^The parish chorch of St Leonard, Watlington, was 
reopened a few weeks back after partial restoration. The interior of the chnrch 
formerly presented a most deplorable spectacle; the nave was cranmied foil of 
"boxes," or "pews," the seats being placed at every conceiTable angle with the 
altar and pulpit. In the south aisle was a huge gallery, so low that hat-pegs were 
fixed on the front oi it to accommodate the congr^ation in the nave. The magni- 
ficent tower-arch was blocked by a gallery with an organ "loft" above; and the 
w<Mrd was no misnomer, for organ and choir were perched in the "loft" some 
twenty or thirty feet above the heads of the congregation in the itave. Thanks to 
the unwearied exertions kA the Rev. A. R. Lloyd, Curate-in-charge, and a com- 
mittee of the principal residents of the town and neighbourhood, the whole of 
these fittings have been swept away, and in place of uie boxes mentioned open 
benches of pitch-pine have been substituted. The sermon at the reopening was 
preached by the Bishop of the diocese, and the offertory amounted to ^65, which 
will be added to the Restoration Fund , the work not bong nearly complete. Our 
authority for the above is Church Bdh^ but we learn from a private source that 
the seats are not all fi-ee, although some at least of the promoters of the restora- 
tion wished that they should be. The allotments have, however, been made in 
such a way as to raider them as unobjectionable as any system which includes 
appropriation can be. 

F&EE, btU Appropriated. — ^A Liverpool fnend sends us a number of the 
Islington Home Words^ a monthly magazine issued in connexion with St Maiy 
Magdalene's Church, LiverpooL On the wrapper we find this announcement : — 
" ^ the seats in this church are free; one-half are also unappropriated and open 
to all; the other half are assigned to families on the condition of early and r^^ular 
attendance, especially on Sunday monungs." In another part we find : — " As there 
are no pevf-renis at this church, and the seats are all free, the congr^ation are urged 
to practise the Bible plan of weekly offerings." We take leave to observe, for the 
hundredth time at least, that seats cannot be "free" and at the same time be 
" appropriated," just in the same way that persons cannot have the "free" use of 
their common when it is "appropriated" by the lord of the manor. We wish to 
call special attention to the passage which we have ventured to print in italics, 
which passage contains two separate and distinct statements. One is to the effect that 
" there are no pew-rents," which, obviously means what it says. The other state- 
ment is, that " the seats are all free," which, connected as it is with the former 
clause by the conjunction " and," means, we presume, something else. What is it? 
Having placed the incumbent on the horns of this dilemma, we leave him there. We 
observe that the amount of the offertory in 1874, "available for general purposes, 
is only a trifle (i/. Is, 8</.) in advance of the year preceding." There may, of 
course, be some special reason for this; but if the Rev. Mr. Baugh would only try 
the experiment ofmaking his church free absolutely, the financisd results might be 
more encouraging. Our correspondent has a " strong impression that St. Mary 
Magdalene's Church was consecrated and endowed on condition of being 'free' for 
ever." Is this so? 

The Pew System in New York.— A correspondent of the Brooklyn Argus 
calls attention to a grievance of New York church-goers. He says : — " I, as a 
stranger in this great city of churches, desire to ask you if there is any place of 
worship where I and my family can go to without having to stand during haJf the 
service? I am not surprised that Brooklyn and its morals are discussed by the 
press and ridiculed at the theatres, when some of the churches are only churches in 
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name. Webster defines the word 'church' as *a body of religious people;* but 
the definition might sometimes read, * a body of well-dressed people, anxious to see 
their neighbours and discuss their finery.' The handsomest dress and the grandest 
display of jewellery always seems to secure for them the first and front seats. If 
they happen to be as unfortunate as I am — unable to purchase a pew at the exor- 
bitant prices at which they are sold — they are not deemed worthy of notice. My 
wife has been a member of the Presbyterian Church for ten years, and on her first 
visit to a church in this city, about two months ago, she was obliged to stand a full 
hour. At last, tired and exhausted, she was about to retire, when the usher, who 
stood at the farther end of the church, reluctantly motioned to her (over his 
shoulder) to take a seat, just as he would to a boy who was about to black his boots 
for a nickel. My little boy for the past two Sundays has attended Sunday-school 
with his companions ; but last Sunday m^ wife, who is anxious to have him attend 
regularly, thought she would go witn him for the purpose of securing for him a 
permanent seat, and also become acquainted with the school and its teachers, but 
returned as she went, disgusted with school and church alike in this great city of 
churches, and mortified at the treatment she received. No person even recognized 
her, or even motioned her to a seat. I have tried a few other churches with like re- 
sults, with the exception of one. Now-, Mr. Editor, will you be kind enough to advise 
me what I can do to secure for my family the religious privileges to which they 
have been accustomed? I cannot afford to purchase a seat, neither can I deck my 
wife in gaudy attire or glittering diamonds, but I can always di'op a dollar-bill in 
the contribution-box when it comes round. Am I and my family to stay away from 
chiirch and Sabbath-school until I am able to pay hundreds of dollars for a pew?" 
The Evening Standard^ commenting upon the above, says : — ** We need hardly 
remind our readers that in England the question is practically settled in favour of 
the poor by the existence of the much- abused Established .and endowed Church, 
not dependent on the catchpenny system, which is as much the abuse of volun- 
taryism as any sale of presentations ever could be in the Church." In theory 
tWs is admirable, but it would be a very easy task to point to hundreds of 
our parish churches where the poor receive precisely the same treatment as that 
complained of by the correspondent of the Brooklyn Argus, The expression 
** catchpenny system" we take to mean the offertory, and we are certainly 
astonished that a paper professing Church principles should go out of its way to 
fasten an offensive and opprobrious epithet on a system which is not only Scrip- 
tural, but is also directly enjoined by the Church of England. In the long-run, the 
people will prefer to be guided by the Bible rather than by the Evening Standard^ 
and as the ** first day of the week" comes round, the ** cheerful giver" will still be 
found making his offering ** according as God hath prospered him." 

" Thy gates shall be open continually." — The Rev. A. A. Isaacs, Vicar 
of Christ Church, Leicester, having been invited to open his church for private 
prayer on Good Friday, has communicated his answer to the Rock^ the editor of 
which says it "touches a matter of growing importance," and is "admirable." 
Mr. Isaacs expresses his regret that such a proposal should have been made : — 
**i. It was among the practices which were abandoned at the time of the 
Reformation, and that this could only have been deliberately done. 2. Because I 
think that these are not the days in which we can safely return to any of Uie 
practices of the Church of Rome, however apparently innocent. 3. Because I am 
not sure that a court of law would not pronounce such a practice to be unlawful. 
The churdi is for common prayer. 4. Because, however apparently edifying, it 
seems to me to encourage religious ostentation, and to inculcate that it is only in a 
consecrated place of worship that prayer can be acceptably offered to God. 5. 
Because our Lord's teaching with regard to private prayer is, * Enter into thy 
closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret,* 
&c. Even small matters become of serious import in these times, and I am 
persuaded that careless people are the last that would avail themselves of such 
opportunities." 

We leave these astounding "reasons" to our readers, who will deal with them 
in tiieir own way. We shall merely take the liberty to observe that, If Mr. Isaacs 
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were familiar with the dwellings of the poor, he would know that they have no 
closet in which to enter. We beg to refer the reverend gentleman to a most 
instructive paragraph which we printed in our last number, p. 126, from the Great 
Arthur Street Mission, Echo, 

Progress. — ^We copy the following friendly notice from the Peterborough Stan- 
dard of the 20th ult: — "The Free and Open Church Advocate Is the 
monthly paper of the London Free and Open Church Association, and is doing 
exceedingly good work. It contains reports of the progress of the movement in 
various parts of the country, and has greatly contributed to produce a much healthier 
feeling with reference to pews, pew-rents, and the weekly offertory, than formerly 
existed. The opening of churches for private prayer is also a principal feature of 
the society's operations and the importance of this can hardly be over-rated." 

The Press.— We have to acknowledge the receipt of copies of the Staffordshire 
Sentinel, Hudders^ld Daily Chronicle, Brackley Observer, Coventry Standard, 
Grantham Journal, Camden Town Gazette, Rock, Church Review, Church Bells, 
and Peterborough Standard, containing notices of our work. 
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APRIL 3RD, 1875. 
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Bartlett, Rev. R. £. . 

Bayman, Robert Esq. 

Blaker, Aubrey C, Esq. . 

Bradshaw, Rev. J. B. 

Browoie, E. M., Esq.. 

Buckle, Mrs. . 

Buckle, Miss, M. S. . 

Bullock, G. Troytc, Esq. . 

Carmichael. C. ti. £., Esq. 

Chidley, Richard, Esq. . 

Clark, Miss 

Cotton, Rev. A. B. . 

Cox, Rev. Cecil W. . 

Edwardes, Bryan, Esa. 

Egerton, Hon. Wilbraham, M.P. 

Eldon, Rt. Hon. Earl of . 

Elton, Edmund H., Esq. . 

Fadd, H. P., Esq. . 

Greatrex, A. Charles, Esq. 

Greatrex, Mrs., J. F. . 

Grige, Mrs. C. . . . 

Gutch, Rev. Charles (Offertory at 
St Cyprian's, Marylebone, 'on 
Sunday morning, Z4th March . 
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Harrison, Miss F. • . (Don.) 
Hill, Thos., lE.sq. . . . . 
Hobbis, Benjamm, Esq. . (Don.) 
Hoste, Rev. J. R. P. . 
Hughes, Sir Fred., Bart 
Ireland, £. C, Esq. . 
Jackson, Arthur, Esq. 
Johnson, W. J., Esq.. 
Kemp, Rev. G. G. . 
Kennaway, Rev. Canon 
Langston, Thos., Esq. M.D. 
Littlejohn,.D. H., Esq. 
Lowne, Captain W. F. 
Martyn, Mrs. C. 
Martyn, Rev. Thos., sen. 
Merejiith, Thos., Esq. 
Morrice, Rev. Prebendary 
Morris, Mr. Edward . 
Prosser, Richard B.,'Esq. . 
Robertson, Captain David, 
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Roper, Rev. T. . 
Smyth, Rev. Christopher 
Stracey, Rev. W. J. . 
Street, Mrs. A. W. . 
Tudor, Mrs. M. . 
Villiers, Rev. H. M. . 
Willis, Major W.,R.M. 
Wiltshire, G. W., Esq. 
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The Editor of the Free and Open Church Advocate will be greatly obliged 
by friends of the movement sending him notes of progress, &»c., for publication. 
Copies of the Ai>yoca.te. for gratuitous circulation locally will be sent in return. 

Issued by authority of the Co\5iiCii. of the JjO^t^o^ Free and Open Church 
Association. Copies may be had gratuitously on application to the Secretary, 
25, Norfolk Street, Strand, IV, C, or will be sent for One Year to any address 
on receipt of Eighteen Penny Stamps, 

Cheques and Post-office Orders in aid of the Funds of the Association sJwuld be 
made payable to the Treasurer, Edwin C. Ireland, Esq, Cheques crossed 
"Union Bank of London." 



GILBERT AND RIVIKGTON, PRINTERS, ST. JOHN's SQUARB LONDON. 
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Vol. II. MAY. 1875. No. 41. 

|he London Free and Open Church Association. — 
The ordinary Monthly Meeting of the Executive Council 
was held on Wednesday evening, the sth inst, at the 
rooms of the Association, 25, Norfolk Street, Strand. 
Present — The Right Hon. Earl Nelson (President) in 
Chair; H. C. Coote, Esq., F.S.A. ; Edwin C. Ireland, Esq.; 
Henry Radcliffe, Esq. ; C. Graham Carttar, Esq. ; J. Waddon 
Martyn, Esq. ; J. L. Vincent, Esq. ; Henry Lias, Esq. ; Rev. W. H. 
Browne ; Rev. H. E. NoUoth ; Alex. H. Watson, Esq. ; and Henry 
Sutton, Esq. 

The Treasurer reported that the balance at the bank was;^i 5 2 3^. 3</. 
in favour of the Association. Bills amounting to ;^io8 9^. i id. were 
passed for payment. 

On the motion of Mr. Ireland, seconded by Mr. Coote, Mr. 
Edward M. Courtney was unanimously elected Treasurer of the 
Association, his official duties to commence at the Anniversary 
Meeting on Wednesday, the 1 2th inst 

It was also resolved that in future the audit of the accounts of the 
Association should take place not later than the first day of April in 
each year. 

Among other matters it was reported that the Rev. Canon Ashwell 
preached a sermon at St. John's, Torquay, on Sunday evening, the 
I Sth April, on the objects of the Association, the offertory, amount- 
ing to ^8 gs. 6d.^ being devoted to the work of the Association by 
the kindness of the vicar, the Rev. C. K R. Robinson. 

It was also reported that the Committee of the S.P.C.K. had made 
a further grant to the Association of 2000 copies of a tract, entitled 
" Our Open Church," for distribution. 

The Secretary was directed to convey to the Committee the 
Council's thanks for the same. 

A resolution passed by the Committee of the London Gregorian 
Choral Association, by way of reply to the Council's resolution of 
last Meeting, was read as follows : — 

"That the Committee are of opinion that, under the circumstances, they are 
amply justified in reserving seats for the members of the Association and their 
friends, seeing that they do not thereby exclude the public from the cathedral." 

Among the letters read were the following :— From the Rev. H. K. 
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Baker, St. Michael and All Angels, Woolwich, asking for a grant 
towards the erection of a permanent church (to be free and open) in 
place of the present temporary one. A short appeal, embodpng the 
facts of the case, was ordered to be inserted in the Advocate. The 
Secretary also read a letter from the Rev. D. Elsdale, St. John the 
Divine, Kennington, thanking the Council for the advice afforded 
him by the Legal Committee j from the Rev. W. Balfour, St. Nicholas, 
Gloucester, expressing his satisfaction at the results which have 
attended the freeing of his church and the adoption of the weekly 
offertory; from the Rev. John Byng, Boxford Rectory, Colchester, 
asking permission to reprint the " Easter Vestries' Address to 
Parishioners," with a few alterations, which was granted. 

It was resolved that the Meeting be adjourned till Monday, the 
loth inst., at five p.m., for the consideration of the Annual Report. 

At the adjourned Meeting on the loth inst. (present — Edwin C. 
Ireland, Esq., in the chair; J. L. Vincent, Esq. ; C. Graham Carttar, 
Esq. ; and Edward M. Courtney, Esq.) the draft of the Annual 
Report having been considered, amended, and adopted, was ordered 
to be printed. 

NINTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE I.ONt)ON FREE AND OPEN 
CHURCH ASSOCIATION. 

Special Service at Christ Church, Albany Street.— The special 
service was held at the above church on the -evening of the nth »nstant by the 
kind permission of the Vicar, the Rev. Prebendary Burrows. 

There was a fair congregation, and the service, which was choral throughout, 
was exceedingly well rendered, the choir being augmented for the occasion by 
friends of the Association. 

The processional hymn was "Come, ye faithful, raise the anthem. " Prayers 
were said by the Rev. E. A. Hammick, and the lessons read by the Vicar. 

The Rev. Canon Ashwell was the preacher, his text being taken from Acts x. 4, 
" Thy prayers' and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God." 

After some observations upon the mournful words, "Vanity of vanities, all is 
vanity," in which Solomon pronounced the doom of all merely human energy, and 
enterprise, and enjoyment, he said that in the verse which he had taken for his text it 
was clearly indicated that Cornelius had found out the secret of doing something 
that would last. His life was not spent in vanity. And it woulcf be well to 
observe what this was. There was nothing in the rank or the duties of this Roman 
centurion to elevate him to such a position, but there was in that commonplace life 
day after day something which did not end in promise only, but which could bear 
abiding fniit, and not only so, but could call down an angel from God to tell him 
so. What was this? The angel's message tells us, *' He gave much alms to the 
people and prayed to God alway." Yes, it was this which made Cornelius what 
he was, which had the power to lift him from earth to heaven, and which led to 
his being selected by God as the first Gentile to enter into the enjoyment of those 
Christian privileges now for the first time opened freely to the Gentile as well as 
to the Jew. Observe that God was careful to tell us why He made this selection. 
We have seen the same in earlier instances as well When He was about to 
found a nation He chose Abraham because He knew that he would command his 
children and his houseliold after him. When He chose David as king in the room 
of Saul, it was because he was a man after God's own heart. And now, when He 
chooses Cornelius to be the first of Gentile converts. He is careful to tell us that it 
was because of his prayers and his alms that he was considered worthy to be the 
first Gentile to cross the threshold of the Church of Christ. Here, then, surely, 
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we must see a most solemn warning for ourselves as Gentile Christians. When 
God chose Abraham He was showing what manner of men He desired the children 
of Abraham to be. So when God chose Cornelius, He was showing us what 
qualities He looked for in Gentile Christians. Prayer and alms. Neither without 
the other. The and which unites them is as divine as what it unites. The man 
who is punctual in what he calls his devotions, who is regular at church, but 
mean and stingy when his Chrisitian liberality is called upon ; what answer does he 
bring down from Heaven when he lifts up his hands in the prayers of the House of 
God ? Ah, if that angel who came to Cornelius were to come down with God*s 
message again, it would be with the solemn words, ** Be not deceived, God is not 
mocked ; prayer and alms." 

So again with the man who has little love for divine worship, but thinks that 
he makes amends for all by a donation or a subscription which looks well in a 
private list ; who imagines that occasional liberality shows him to be all that can 
1)0 wished. What does his gift do but convict himself of imagining that God*s 
favour can be bought and bribed ? Ah ! if he could but hear the answer which 
they elicit from the recesses of the World Unseen. **Thy money perish with 
Ihee." It is in the combination of these two elements of worship that there is 
acceptance before God. God*s word was plain : ** Your alms and prayers have 
come up for a memorial"— the prayer to sanctify the gift, and the gift to supply 
tlie element of sacrifice to the prayer. 

These thoughts were appropriate to the occasion for which they were that 
evening assembled together. The Free and Open Church Association sought to 
bring about a more carefiil combination of these two elements of worship — willing 
offerings and frequent services ; and not Mdthout success had it laboured, for they 
had seen the mercenary element more and more banished from the house of God, 
and the true theory of worship, viz., prayer and .almsgiving, more frequently 
brought before them than was the case in former years. It was our pride that the 
land was covered wiih parish churches, but it was also a shame that those churches 
had been practically turned into chapels for the use of those who could afford to 
pay for them, and the clergy into the private chaplains of those who thus 
monopolized the church for JhemSelves. Every church should be opened for 
rich and poor alike, and any system of appropriation of parish churches was but 
taking away what belonged to all and giving it to a few. The house of prayer 
should be free and open, as is God's mercy, and as are His manifold gifts to man, 
and this was what the Association was striving for, so that no man could say 
there was no place for him in God's house. This, then, was the standard to 
which they should aim to attain — earnest prayer and a liberal offering — so that 
not only the needful expenses of each individual church might be provided for, 
but that the offerings ot rich congregations might overflow for the benefit of 
poorer parishes and for foreign missions, and we do not doubt that the prayer of 
the poor would in like manner overflow and return in unlooked for and unknown 
blessings to their richer brethren; thus the abundance of the wealthy would 
supply the needs of the poor, and the prayers of the poor would become the 
noblest riches of the rich. 

The preacher concluded an able and thoughtful sermon by giving some statistics 
of the work of the Association during the past year. 

The offertory was then collected, and amounted to £^ 5^. 2^., which was 
devoted to the purposes of the Association by the kindness of the Vicar. 

The other hymns sung during the service were, ** We love the place, O God," 
" Now thank we all our God," and ** When morning gilds the sky," the closing 
processional being, ** See the Conqueror mounts in triumph." 

Annual General Meeting. — The Ninth Anniversary General Meeting of 
Members, for the election of officers and for other business, was held at the rooms 
of the Association, 25, Norfolk Street, Strand, on Wednesday, the 12th inst., at 
two o'clock in the afternoon. The Right Hon. Earl Nelson (President) in the 
Chair. 

The Minutes of the last Anniversary Meeting, held on the 6th of May, 1874, 
were read and confirmed. 
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On the motion of Mr. Christopher Nevile, seconded by Mr, Carttar, it was 
resolved unanimously : — 

" Thatihe cordial thanks of this Meeting be given to the R^ht Hon. the Earl 
of Shrewsbury and Talbot for his services to the Association as its President during 
the past year." 

Read Minutes of Council of 3rd February last, recording the election of Earl 
Nelson as President of the Association for the year 1875. 

The Archdeacon of Northampton moved, and Mr. Henry Clark seconded, the 
following Resolution, which was also unanimously agreed to : — 

"That Earl Nelson be President, and that the following Bishops, Noblemen, 
Clergymen, and Laymen be Patrons and Vice-Presidents respectively for the 
ensuing year." 

[The list is too long to be given here. It will be found prefixed to the Annual 
Report, a copy of which will be sent to every member of the Association.] 

Mr. Nevile moved, and Mr. Clark seconded : — 

"That the following Clergymen and Laymen (with power to supply vacancies) 
be the Executive Council for the ensuing year, viz. : — 

Edward J. Athawes, Esq. J. Waddon Martyn, Esq. 

"^ ^ ~ ■■ Rev. H. E. NoUoth, M.A. 



Bowes A. Paice, Esq. 

Richard B. Prosser, Esq. 

Henry Radcliffe, Esq. 

J. Mechelen Rogers, Esq. 

F. H. Rooke, Esq. 

Henry Sutton, Esq. 

J. L. Vincent, Esq. 

Rev. W. Wallace, M.A. . 

J. W. Walter, Esq. 

Alex. H. Watson, Esq. 

William White, Esq., F.S.A. 

Re>t W. Allen Whitworth, M. A." 



Rev. George Barnes, M.A. 

Robert Bayman, Esq. 

Rev. W. H. Browne, LL.B. 

Mr. Frederick Bruton. 

Alfred Buckley, Esq. 

C. Graham Carttar, Esq. 

H. C. Coote, Esq., F.S.A. 

Melvill Green, Esq. 

Major Heales, F.S.A. 

Edwin C. Ireland, Esq. 

Rev. J. S. Jones. 

Thomas Langton, Esq., M.D. 

Henry Lias, Esq. 

Carried nem» con, 

Mr. Nevile moved, and the Archdeacon of Northampton seconded, the following 
Resolution, which was carried unanimously : — 

** That the best thanks of this Meeting be given to the Members of the Executive 
Council, the late Honorary Treasurer (Mr. Edwin C. Ireland), the Honorary 
Secretaries (Messrs. Charles E. Freeman, and S. R. Townshend Mayer), the 
Honorary Solicitor and Proctor (Mr. George H. Brooks), the Honorary Auditors 
(Major-General Sir Richard Wilbraham, Colonel Haygarth, Mr. J. A. Shaw 
Stewart, and Captain R. E. S. Harington), and the several Honorary Local 
Secretaries, for their efficient services during the past year." 

On the motion of Mr. Carttar, seconded by Mr. Clark, it was resolved — 

"That the Executive Council be requested to draw up petitions to both Houses 
of Parliament, to be signed by the President on behalf of this Meeting and of the 
Association, prajring that a similar clause to the clause of the Bill of last year be 
re-introduced into the present Bill, and that they consider how they can best take 
action before the Committee now sitting upon the question of the facilities of 
Worship, for enunciating before them the principles of this Association." 

The President directed the Secretary to summon a special meeting of the Council 
for Monday, 24th May, at five p.m., to consider this Resolution. 

It was resolved in consequence of the small attendance that in future the Annual 
General Meeting of Members be held in the evening, one hour before the Public 
Meeting. 

It was then resolved : — 

"That this Meeting do now adjourn until eight o'clock this evening at the 
Westminster Palace Hotel." 

Public Meeting at the Westminster Palace Hotel.— The Ninth 
Anniversary Public Meeting was held at th^ Westminster Palace Hotel, at eight 
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o'clock. The President, the Right Hon. Earl Nelson, occupied the chair, and 
was supported by the Right Rev. Bishop Tuftiell, late of Brisbane ; Rev. W. 
Foxley Norris ; Rev. j'. S. Jones ; Rev. J. B. Wilkinson ; Rev. J. Wall Buckley ; 
Rev. W. H. Browne ; Sir T. Percival Heywood, Bart. ; J. G. Talbot, Esq., M.P. ; 
Henry W. West, Esq , Q.C. ; Captain E. Barnes ; Captain R. E. S. Harington ; 
Christopher Nevile, Esq. ; Henry Clark, Esq. ; H. Trelawny Boodle, Esq. ; 
Alfred Buckley, Esq. ; Edwin C. Ireland, Esq. ; Charles E. Freeman, Esq. ; 
Edward M. Courtney, Esq., Treasurer; Edward J. Athawes, Esq. ; Henry Lias, 
Esq. ; J. Waddon Martyn, Esq. ; and other gentlemen. 

ThejMeeting having been opened with prayer by Bishop Tufnell, the President 
said that apologies for absence had been received from the Earl of Shrewsbury, 
and General Viscount Templetown (both sending donations of £^)\ the 
Bishop of Lichfield (enclosing a donation of £7) ; the Archbishop of York ; the 
Bishops of Winchester, Lincoln, Salisbury, Chichester, Ripon, Peterborough, 
Oxford, Carlisle, Ely, St. David's, Derry and Raphoe, and Argyll and the Isles ; 
the Duke of Westminster; the Marquis of Hartington, M.P. ; the Earls of 
Bective, Eldon, Glasgow, Limerick, and Normanton ; Viscount Hardinge ; Vis- 
count Kilcoursie ; Lords Aberdare, Berwick, Coleridge, Eliot, Richard Grosvenor, 
Heytesbury, Henrv Lennox, M.P., Henry Scott, M.P., and Whamcliffe ; the 
Deans of St. Paul s, York, and Westminster ; the Rev. Canons Ashwell, Furse, 
Gregory, King, Lightfoot, Lowe, and Rawlinson ; the Archdeacons of Dorset, 
Ely, Taunton, and Salisbury ; the Rev. Prebendaries Burrows, Cadman, Clark, 
and Morse ; the Rev. W. G. Abbott, Dr. CoUes (Melton Mowbray), Berdmore 
Compton, A, H. Dunn, D. Elsdale, Dr. Farrar, Dr. Hannah, Dr. Maclear, 
W. Manners Sutton, G. H. Stanton, C. L. Vaughan, H. R. Whelpton, and 
G. H. Wilkinson ; Sir Alexander Bannerman, Bart. ; Vice- Admiral Sir Charles 
Eden, K.C.B. ; Sir Percy Herbert, M.P. ; Sir Harcourt Johnstone, Bart., M.P. ; 
Sir Charles H. Mills, Bart., M.P. ; Sir H. J. Selwin-Ibbetson, Bart, M.P. ; 
Major-General Sir Richard Wilbraham ; the Hon. Percy Barrington ; the Hon. 
J. F. Fiennes; Henry Allsopp, Esq., M.P. ; James L. Ashbury, Esq., M.P. ; 
the Hon. Evelyn Ashley, Esq., M.P. ; M. A. Bass, Esq., M.P. ; Thomas Cave, 
Esq., M.P. ; W. Hart Dyke, Esq., M.P. ; A. L. Goddard, Esq., M.P. ; J. R. 
Ormsby Gore, Esq., M.P. ; J. Stewart Hardy, Esq., M.P. ; A. J. B. Beresford 
Hope, Esq., M.P.; Lewis A. Majendie, Esq., M.P. ; A. G. Marten, Esq., M.P. ; 
R. Bamford-Hesketh, Esq. ; G. Troyte Bullock, Esq. ; G. D. Wingfield Digby, 
Esq. ; J. F. France, Esq., F.S.A. ; H. T. Lee- Warner, Esq. ; T. Gambier 
Parry, Esq. ; J. J. Powell, Esq., Q.C. ; William Wells, Esq., with many others, 
the majority expressing hearty sympathy with the objects of the Association. The 
occurrence of the Festival of the Corporation of the Sons of the Clergy on the same 
day had the effect of preventing many from attending the Meeting. 

Lord Nelson then proceeded to read the Report of the Executive Council for 
the past year, of which the following is a brief summary : — ^The Council had been 
actively engaged in answering applications with reference to freeing churches, and 
in giving legal and other advice suitable to each case. There was an increase in 
the number of members of 214, the total now being 1007. Public meetings had 
been held and sermons preached in different parts of the country with good results. 
The statistics of free churches which had been in progress of collection during the 
last two years were now nearly ready, and would probably be circulated with the 
present Report. The publications of the Association had been in unusual demand 
throughout the year, the number printed having reached the large total of 122,000. 
The balance-sheet showed a great improvement upon previous years, the receipts 
amounting to ;£"88o i6j., and there was a balance in hand of £36 i$s. 9^. In 
moving the adoption of the Report, Earl Nelson said: It is very cheering to 
know that our cause is prospering. Not only is this shown by the increase in the 
number of members and in the income of the Society, but we are assured our 
principles are growing by what is seen at different public meetings on this subject. 
Though our principles are gaining ground, unhappily there are many ways in 
which people try to evade them after having accepted them, and besides the new 
work, much had to be done to prevent work that had been done from falling back 
again. It would be very easy to get many people to consent to their churches 
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being tbrov.-n open if we woold bat allow them just a little bit of appropriation 
(laughter) ; bat if we do this, the old pew-system woold in a veiy short time be 
again panimoant throaglioat the land. We mast maintain oar principles in their 
integrity, or we shall soon get back to the old state of things, and the growing 
feeling in our fisiYoar woold be at once losL Thoagh, however, he was tfans anxious 
to uphold the higher ground as the only one which the Association should recog- 
nize, as an indiTidoal he rejoiced at any step that was made towards a better- state 
of things than that which had existed for so long. At Richmond, for instance, 
there was a drarch that was pewed to the Teiy eyes (lan^ter) ; bat on the occasions 
when a Children's Service is hdd there, the congr^ation give np their cushioned 
seats and the children go in and occupy them; but thoagh this was satisfactory so 
iax, asbeinga step that might lead to what we are striving after, we must be caiefiil 
to uphold the whole principle ; and though we may as individuals encourage any 
such step, yet, as an Association, we must never flinch from our watchword, that 
every church throughout the land should be free and open to all (applause). 
This, indeed, is the only way in which we can maintain that we are a National 
Church. Some exception might be made, perhaps, in churches built by private 
exertion, but at any rate in parish and ^on'-pansh churches the old and true 
principle of the Church of England should be maintained, and the church be free 
to all, rich and poor alike. It is very interesting to know that there has been 
such a large demand for our pubKcations during the past year, as it is one of our 
chief duties to make our principles known by circulating far and wide facts and 
information in reference to them. The noble Earl concluded by moving the 
adoption of the Report. 

Bishop Tufnell seconded the motion and was sure it would commend itself to 
the acceptance of the Meeting. Although he cordially S3nnpathized with the object 
of the Association, which was to endeavour to remove that which had been found 
to be a most serious hindrance to the efficiency of the Church and the due carrying 
out of the Parddiial Sjrstem, viz., the exclusion in so many cases of a large portion 
of the parishioners from that which is theirs by conmion right, the free and un- 
restrained use of their Parish Church, and also to encourage the more systematic 
use of the offertory, yet he was not prepared to enter upon a war of extermination 
with every bit of appropriation. The evil had been the growth of many years, and 
it was only gradusuly tluit it could be extinguished and that old habits and prejudices 
could be ch^ged. We had also to bear in mind the infirmities of persons of 
advancing years. The experience also of fifteen years in one of the colonies of the 
British Empire had convinced him of the great value of a r^^ular ofiertory and of 
the importance of preventing as far as possible that system of rented sittings which 
practiodly excluded from uie house of Grt>d so many who would otherwise be 
worshippers within its walls. When he went out to Queensland fifteen years ago, 
he found there quite as strong an objection to the introduction of the offertory and 
of free and unappropriated houses of prayer as existed in many parts of England. 
But by quietly recommending their introduction as opportunity offered, without 
enforcing them upon unwilling congregations, he was thankfiil to say that the 
adoption of a weekly offering had become the regular practice of the diocese, 
morning and evening, in every congregation, and he had left behind him a strong 
and growing feeling on behalf of the area of the Parish Church being free and 
unappropriated and open to the whole body of the congregation. The Bishop could 
point to one Church in particular, where half of the seats from east to west through- 
out the Church were at first let, the other half being entirely free and unappropriated. 
The unappropriated seats were soon filled to overflowinfj: whilst the rented sittings 
were often, especially in the evening, partly unoccupied. The consequence was 
that a deputation, representing by far the larger number of heads of families who 
were regular members of the congregation, waited upon the Bishop with a memorial 
re^uestmg that the whole of the sittings in the Church might be free and unappro- 
pnated, and offering, if this could be done, to pay off the debt of ;f 500 which yet 
remained upon the building fund, and to the payment of which the pew-rents had 
been devoted • the result was that the debt was at once paid off, and the Church 
declared to be free and unappropriated ; and although the congregation consisted 
almost entirely of the artisan and working class,' the offertory produced between 
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£fioQ and ;f 700 per annum. By it the clergyman was supported and the necessary 
expenses of the Church were met, and although the Church was almost always 
entirely filled, families who came in good time, found no difficulty in sitting together 
and for the most part occupying the same seats. It was impossible to close one's 
eyes to the fact that a large number of the Clergy of the Church of England were 
miserably underpaid. In country parishes where the tithes had not been alienated 
from the purpose to which they had been dedicated in former days by the piety of 
our forefathers, a sufficient endowment was for the most part provided, but even 
then these tithes were often paid in for the enrichment of some lay impropriator, 
and not for the support of the resident Levite and the service of the sanctuary ; whilst 
in our towns and busy centres of commerce tens of thousands were often gathered 
together without any provision being made for their spiritual necessities ; or it 
perhaps was asked whether the endowments which our forefathers had provided 
for not a tenth of the present population might not in some, way be made available 
for our present necessities, without inquiring what with our increasing wealth as 
a nation the Giver of all good might justly expect of ourselves. In conclusion, said 
the Bishop, we must look to the deepening of the spiritual life in our own hearts 
and the hearts of our brethren. Then wiU God's house be the house of prayer for 
all His people ; then will his children indeed love to oflfcr gladly of their substance ; 
then will our overgrown parishes be divided, our clergy multiplied and better paid, 
our Home Episcopate laigely increased. 

The Rev. D&. Lee, of All Saints', Lambeth, said eight or ten years ago he 
was a member of the Council. and a warm advocate of the principles of the 
Association ; but, though he sympathized with them, he regarded the subject with 
somewhat different feelings — as an excellent one in theory y though unworkable ia 
very destitute parishes. Some years ago he was appointed vicar of a very poor 
parish in Lambeth, and, whether wisely or not he would not say, though he did 
not act without due consideration, he determined at once to make the Church free 
and open and to adopt the weekly offertory. Of course he agreed with this in 
principle, but he had found out that the offertory with pew-rents and the offertory 
alone were two different things. Well, from the first opening of the Church in 
1840, and previous to this alteration, there had been received for pews ;^6oor ;f7o, 
and the other collections amounted to ;f 20a In the first five years of his incum- 
bency the amounts received from the offertory were so reduced that to meet the 
ordinary expenses of the Church he was obliged to appropriate some of his 
children's money, for there was no single layman in his parish of sufficient zeal and 
means to undertake the responsibility. For three years past not a man had 
attended the Easter Vestry Meeting, so that during all that time no new Church- 
warden was appointed. He would therefore ask the Council to give their serious 
consideration to the statements he made, that in their next Report they might be 
able to advise as to the best course to be pursued with regard to providing funds 
for the maintenance of the fabrics of our churches in these parishes, in face of such 
difficulties as he had encountered in applying their principles and as so many 
others experienced. In 1 87 1-2 the total amount of the offertory at All Saints' was 
;f 199 OS, 4//., which was not sufficient to pay the expenses by ;£"3j %s. %d. ; there 
was £^*J against him in 1872^3 ; in 1873-4 the offertory fell to ai6i, while the 
expenses were more by;f22 i&f. ; and the last year, 1874-75, they spent ;^i6i, the 
offertory only amounting to ;f 109. Eight years ago he had had to pay £Afi^ for 
repairs to the fabric ; and this last year's responsibilities had morally broken his 
back. He would not speak of the self-denial and anxiety he had himself endured. 
The practical point he wished the Council to consider was how to provide for the 
repair of the fabric of the church and for the necessary expenses without pew-rents 
or some certain income where there was no special endowment for that purpose. 
Depend upon it, they were on the eve of a great crisis in the history of the National 
Church. Archbishop Tait had sprung a mine, the result of which neither he nor 
his suffragans in the least degree knew ; one result of it, at any rate, would be the 
speedy removal of the bishops from the House of Lords, and he could not doubt 
but that disestablishment — sad as was such a thought — would come soon (ques- 
tion). It would be well therefore to look this matter in the face and be prepared 
for the change. He believed that the leaders of that movement could not do 
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better than advise the clergy what they were to do under perfectly new and altered 
circumstances, whether they approved or disapproved of the dangerous change 
which seemed inevitable. 

Mr. J. G. Talbot, M.P., said he thought it much better that difficulties which 
were found to exist in working out the system should be openly discussed, and one 
of those difficulties no doubt arose from the tendency which existed, especially in 
London, for the wealthy to leave the centre and fly to the extremities. The result 
was that the churches in the central parts of London had not now the support of 
those whose places of business were in those neighbourhoods : on the Sundays 
these were left almost entirely to the poorer classes. In such churches the free 
system was no doubt difficult to maintain, though he did not see that the difficulty 
would be met by pew-rents. As to appropriation, he must confess he had his 
doubts. In country churches, as Lord Nelson had admitted, the difficulty did not 
generally arise. But they had to face this practical objection in large towns. 
Take a church which suddenly became " popiuar," either on account of preaching 
or music — ^were the old worsUppers in such a church, and he was thinking espe- 
cially of aged and infirm people, to be driven from their accustomed places by a 
crowd attracted from outside? He did not mind appropriation, if it was for rich 
and poor alike : but what he did consider a sad blot upon the practice of the 
Church of England was the distinction of classes in the House of God. He could 
not understand how any persons, especially those who took their stand upon the 
letter of Holy Scripture, could read St James, chap, ii., and then accept such a 
system. It was because the Free and Open Church Association made war upon 
what he thought was so vicious a practice that he cordially agreed with it, and had 
much pleasure in accepting the Report He also warmly supported the opening 
of churches throughout the day for private prayer. 

The Rev. William Foxley Norris, Vicar of Buckingham, said that when 
he entered that room he was not aware that he should be called upon to 
speak, still less that he should have to touch on such a subject as the extru- 
sion of the Bishops from the House of Lords ! He must say that he felt grateful 
to Mr. Talbot for rescuing them from the shade of such controversial topics. To 
his mind, the question of free churches in its broad and uncontroversial aspect was 
intimately bound up with the future life of this great nation. With the experience 
of a ministry of twenty-two years exclusively spent in country towns, he could not 
profess, as a previous speaker had done, ignorance of the lay mind. He fdlt 
rather that the trick people had of talking so much of the clei^ and laity as 
separate classes was a mistake and a folly. Surely they were all members of the 
Kingdom of God ! As for what was called 'May opinion," he knew something 
of it in bis own parish, where he had the advantage of being sat upon by no less 
than six churchwardens. Still in this remarkable old-fashioned community of one 
of our ancient country towns, with its mayor, town-council, &c., the system of 
pews, which had done so much harm to the spread of the Gospel, was being 
gradually and surely broken up. They would be able to form some idea of the 
style of architecture of his church when he told them that it was built in 1777, but 
now, bit by bit, it was being converted under the magic wand of Sir Gilbert Scott 
into a Second Pointed edifice. He was also gradually removing the evil of a 
pewed church, which seemed to strike at the very root of worship, and by its 
operation to discourage every feeling of generosity and kindness which they would 
promote, and to encourage nothing but selfishness and pride. 

He thought it a mistake, however, to proceed too hastily in such a work, and 
that the case, for example, of the deaf and aged, might be met, has had been done 
in his own church, by placing arm-chairs in a good position for them to occupy.. 
He rejoiced to say that his church was absolutely free of all payments, and open 
every day from early morning service to late evening service (applause). He 
believed there was a bright day in the future of the Church of England, when the 
working classes would be restored to the privileges from which they had so long been 
shut out. In this land of the free, the day was surely near when every House of 
God would be free. When he had the privilege of taking part in the mission held in 
London last year, the church (All Souls', Langham Place), at which he ministered, 
into which ordinary working men had but a very scanty opportunity of entering, 
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for it was " pewed to the teeth," was then opened to them, as, indeed, all other 
churches would be if there were no beadle to keep them out. 

Mr. Trelawny Boodle said that although the principles of the Free and 
Open Church movement were now widely admitted in theory, they were not , 
always acted upon by those who so admitted them. Persons were found who 
were willing to apply the principles everywhere but in their own case. Such 
persons did not act upon principle. If there were any place in which right 
principles ought espeaally to be acted upon, it was in the House of God. Of 
course, there were difficulties in appljring any right principle, but all that thev had 
to look to was the principle, and they might leave results, in faith, in the hands 
of the great Head of the Church. Anything wrong in principle, such as the pew 
system, could not be pleasing to Him. The difficulties which beset Christianity 
from its commencement had not weakened Christianity. On the contrary, the 
Church had won all her victories in times of persecution and difficulty. The 
Church was still militant, and would so continue to the end of the world : — 

Mid toil and tribulation. 

And tumult of her war. 
She waits the consummation 

Of peace for evermore. 

What was true of the whole was true of its parts ; and although it was very 
successful, the Free and Open Church movement, as a part of the system of the 
Church, must not expect immunity from those trials which would always beset the 
Church militant here on earth. A recent instance of a churchwarden acting upon 
principle and setting a good example, was that of Lord Wolverton, churchwarden 
of Banstead, Surrey. Lord Wolverton refused to appropriate any of the sittings 
• after the restoration of Banistead Church, because there were not sittings enough to 
appropriate to all the parishioners, and all were equally entitled to sittings. The 
Church therefore had become entirely free, all difficulty had disappeared, and the 
greatest benefit had resulted. 

The Rev. E. T. A. Fitzroy, Chaplain to the Earl of Rosslyn, and Vicar of St. 
Paul's, Mill Hill, alluded to the difficulties in which he was placed by the 
structural arrangements of his church, and also to the deterrent effects of the pew- 
system upon the attendance of the working classes. ^He stated that whereas 
during a Mission recently held at his church (when all the seats were free) the 
number of the poorer classes was most satisfactory, he noticed with pain a great 
falling-off when the normal state of things was reverted to. It was a matter of 
the utmost difficulty to induce working-men to come to church and to occupy 
seats at the favour of the pew-holders. 

Mr. Charles R. Baskett said he was warden of a church in Pimlico, the 
congregation of which consisted in a great measure of working-men brought 
together at the last London Mission, and who had previously gone nowhere. 
After a partial appropriation had been unsuccessfully tned, in order to protect the 
congregation from being crowded out by the rich from the neighbouring squares, 
it was declared (with the exception of the two front seats, reserved for the deaf 
and old) absolutely free. Not the slightest inconvenience had resulted. Speaking 
of the offertory, he said ; Some had feared that a collection at every Sunday Ser- 
vice would not be liked by the poor, but the Vicar said he had no right to deprive 
the congregation of this great privilege. When the church was opened eleven 
months ago the offertory was about ^5 per Sunday, and had steadily increased 
ever since. Last Sunday it was over ;Ji5, and a very fair proportion of it was in 
pence. Those in the seats reserved for men only gave regularly almost to a man, 
and if by any chance one was passed over, he was most unhappy till the bag had 
been handed back to him. He did not understand how it was Dr. Lee had been 
so unfortunate. 

Mr. J. M. Rogers (late churchwarden of St. Luke's, New Kentish Town) said 
he would gladly take this opportunity of publicly thanking the Council for the 
advice and assistance which they had jp;iven during the past two years, and which 
had recently resulted, he was thankful to say, in St. Luke's being declared 
absolutely free. No Churchman could be unfamiliar with the name of Dr. Lee, 
who seemed to think that he had lost by doing away with pew-rents, whereas he 
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thought there must be other causes at work for a result so different to his exp)e- 
rience. Dr. Lee's talents and abilities might be unappreciated by his parishioners, 
but, as every rule had its exception, there was nothing strange in what had been 
stated, especially as there were, no churchwardens at All Saints', Lambeth. (Dr. 
Lee: One churchwarden.) It did not prove any break-down of the free and 
open system, but rather of individuals, who, by some unintentional mismanage- 
ment, had not given it a fair chance of success. His experience as churchwarden 
showed that at St. Luke's in four years the offertory nearly doubled in amount, and 
last year amounted to ;f 7i8, whereas the pew-rents, when half the church was let 
and half free, fell from ^200 to >^53 in the same period. Since the church had 
been entirely free, the amount of the offertory had considerably increased, though, 
as he was not now in office, he could not give the figures. But the Vicar haA 
expressed his gratification at the result of the change, and vras now a firm believer 
in the free and open system. 

The Rev. John Edwards, Jun., Vicar of Prestbury, Cheltenham, having 
made a few remarks in reference to what Dr. Lee had said, the Chairman put the 
resolution adopting the Report to the Meeting, and it was carried unanimously. 

The Meeting was concluded with the usual vote of thanks to the noble Chair- 
man for presi£ng, to the Vicar of Christ Church, Albany Street, for the use of his 
church for the Anniversary Service, and to the Rev. Canon Ashwell for his sermon 
on that occasion. 



Melton Mowbray.— -We have received the following letter from Mr. T. N. 
Wing :— *' Sir, — I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of a copy of your 
periodical for April, containing some reflections upon a communication of mine to 
the Grantham Journal^ and which I replied to through the same medium on the 
24th ult. I regret you had not room for the insertion of the letter. That would have 
obviated my taking further steps in the matter, as the particulars^ all of which can 
be verified by measurement and the testimony of living witnesses, with which I 
-confronted your general statementSy are amply sufficient to acquit me from any charge 
of inaccuracy, and show very clearly that you have been misinformed as to the true 
state of affairs in this parish. If you were to take the trouble to make a pei^jsonal 
acquaintance therewith I am quite sure you would be willing, in all fairness, to 
withdraw your insinuations against my veracity, and leave that to the impartial 
judgment of my neighbours. I shall esteem it a favour if you will allow room for 
this in your issue for the present month." 

Mr. Gee, the parish warden of Melton Mowbray, having, to use his own 
expression, ''amused himself with pla3ring with the fringe of the controversy," is 
" now about to proceed to action.'' He has written a letter to the Grantham 
Journaly impugning the correctness of the opinion given by the Legal Committee 
to the effect that the Faculty of 1867 had been carried out, and that it was for all 
practical purposes dead. Mr. Gee suggests that the opinion was "given on an 
inaccurate statement of facts," whereas it was given on the Faculty itsel£ The 
Faculty, he says, "calls for well-seasoned oak seats." The expression ''well- 
seasoned oak seats " does not occur in the document. It may be well to point out 
that the J)Owers of a Faculty are permissive, not obligatory. Further argument 
is however needless, as Mr. Gee, since writing the above letter, which is dated 
April 28, has apparently become wiser. In a notice dated May 22, convening a 
public meeting in the Vestry-room, and signed by Mr. Gee himself, we find that 
the following question is to be considered: — "In the event of the Meeting 
determining that the Church be re-seated with the funds and according to the plans 
stated [the funds in the hands of the Ward Trustees and the plans of Sir Gilbert 
Scott] then to authorize such persons as the meeting may determine, to apply to 
the proper ecclesiastical court for a Faculty to effect the determination of the Meeting^ 
The italics are ours. The third question to be discussed by the meeting is the 
expediency of also appljring for powers to enable "the churchwardens to appro- 
pnate single sittings to individuals when the re-seating of the church shall be 



Digitized by 



Google 



The Free and Open Church Advocate, 155 

effected.". This obviously points to some powers beyond those which every 
churchwarden now possesses at common law, so that we were not so far wrong 
when we stated that **the freedom of the seats appears to be in some degree 
threatened by a bequest of £2000 left by a Mr. Ward for the purpose of seating 
the church with * good and suitable sittings.* " (See Advocate, March 15, 1875, 
p. 127). Mr. Gee (for he alone signs the notice convening the Meeting) is to be 
so far commended for beine^ fair and above-board in stating exactly what it is that 
he wants. We trust that the parishioners will understand this, and will not be led 
away by a sentence in a second notice issued by the same authority, to the effect that 
" the questions to be determined by the meeting involve the comfort and con- 
venience of the present and future generations worshipping in our church," that is 
the "comfort" and "convenience" of the select few who have the best places 
appropriated to them. Since this was written we have received the Grantham 
Journal of the 29th inst., which contains a report of the meeting extending over 
three and a half columns of small type. The Vicar, having read from the aiair a 
written protest against the meeting on the ground of its informality, left the 
vestry, and eventually Mr. Gee was voted to the chair. The feeling of the 
meeting was unmistakeably in favour of free seats, Mr. Clarke, one of the Ward 
Trustees, also expressing decided opinions to the same effect. It was resolved by 
a very large majority, in the proportion of about four to one, to accept Mr. Ward's 
bequest, and to authorize the Vicar and churchwardens to apply, if necessary, for a 
faculty to carry out the trust, but the resolution expressly stipulated ** tiiat the 
seats when made be not appropriated." It wa^ stated more than once during the 
proceedings that the church was even now not absolutely free, because seats were 
appropriated in the chancel. We cannot avoid remarking that the legal gentle- 
men present displayed either a want of candour or a want of knowledge in 
permitting such a statement to pass unchallenged. We are not aware that it has 
ever been seriously contended that the people have any rights whatever in the 
chancel. Putting the question broadly, it may be said that a parishioner has no 
more right to sit in the chancel than he has to sit in the pulpit. This, however, is 
a small matter, and it is with unmixed pleasure that we record the signal triumph of 
the principles of the Association at Melton Mowbray. Not only do the parishioners 
appreciate their privileges, but they are determined to maintain them in their 
integrity. 

St. Luke's, New Kentish Town. — It was announced on Sunday last, 
both at the morning and at the evening Services at St. Luke's, Kentish Town, 
that the offertory had sensibly increased since the abolition of the pew system, and 
that there was every prospect that the diminution of income caused by the loss of 
the pew-rents would be more than made up. This is, we are aware, making it a 
mere matter of pounds, shillings, and pence ; but we are inclined to agree with 
the Curate, the Rev. W. Clements, that the S3rstem is not a question of money, 
but of principle, and that there are other considerations involved besides financial 
ones! [We take the foregoing from the Camden Town Gazette^ a journal to which 
the Associatioil is indebted in no small degree for the rapid spread of its principles 
in the north-western suburbs of the metropolis.] 

St. James the Apostle, Islington. — The new church of St. James the 
Apostle, which has been erected on the Packington Estate, in Britannia Row, 
Essex Road, was consecrated by the Bishop of London a short time ago. The 
church has been built and endowed by the Clothworkers* Company, under the 
powers of a special Act of Parliament, to replace Lambe's Chapel (known as St. 
James-in-the-Wall), Monkwell Street, City, which was pulled down in 1871. 
With the exception of a few sittings reserved for the patrons and their nominees, the 
whole of the seats are free and unappropriated. There is, we believe, only one 
other church (St. Saviour's, Highbury) in the large parish of Islington where this 
arrangement prevails. It is true that at St. Clement's, Bamsbury, all seats are 
free when the bell stops, but that falls far short of the absolute freedom which it is 
the object of the Association to bring about. 
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Church Work at Sea.— The Bishop of St David's presided at a meeting of 
the Missions to Seamen Society at Swansea a few weeks ago, when Commander 
W. Dawson, R.N., said Swansea was tuft the place to see the result of Dr. Moore's 
work in their midst at St. Nicholas Sailors' Church. It was at other ports that 
the fame and fruit of Dr. Moore's labours were to be found. Sailors were 
naturally inclined to be religious. If they were not devout and holy men, it was 
because they had had no means of grace for feeding and sustaining the souL 
llien, Dr. Moore did not employ one man to ring the bell which summoned men 
to church, and four others to keep them out, but had a free church with a door- 
keeper to welcome seamen in, and to supply them with Prayer and Hymn-books. 
It is a terrible affliction to the soul to be, for some two or three years at a time, 
absent from the sound of the church-going bell ; but, oh ! the bitterness of 
revulsion, when, after sighing on distant oceans for the courts of the'' Lord's House, 
and eagerly following the sound of the church-bell in a strange English seaport, 
yearning to cast oneself down before God in His own House, on His own day, to 
worship with His people at His footstool, to find, at the last moment, when the 
dreams of distant seas appeared about to be realized, oneself eyed with suspicion, 
made churlishly to stand outside empty seats and not even allowed to kneel in the 
gangway ; but, as confession follows exhortation, and absolution confession, and 
the Lord's own prayer is offered up to Him whom we profess to regard as our 
common Father, to be made all the while the butt of the butt-woman, and knocked 
about by late arrivals, verily ** a stranger" in a Father's house. How the blood 
mounts to the sailor's cheeks, and then to the roots of the hair, as praises he must not 
sing, succeed to prayer, and, finding himself apparently shut out from worship, 
the sailor, in shame and confusion, driven from the place where he had most looked 
for welcome, returns to his solitary bedroom, in a strange inn, to hide his grief 
and vexation at finding himself a '* stranger " in his own land, alone in the solitude 
of a lar^ town. The sailor had faced ridicule, opposition, and petty persecution 
from shipmates and worldly men, but to find his own dear mother turned into a 
bad step-mother, the Church of God, the enemy of his soul, begrudging him the 
spare meat which fell into the rich landsman's empty pew ! Oh ! the bitterness 
of the tears which fell that Sunday. And when, after hiding his shame and 
confusion all that long day in his bedroom, the sailor ventured out after sunset, 
ashamed to meet his fellow-men by daylight, he sought once more to obtain 
admission to some empty seat in church, it was a friendly policeman who guided 
him to a possible door. Happily, the sailor was then well received, as he 
happened to form a large section of the congregation. The perils of that' long 
two-mile walk on a Sunday evening aptly illustrate a contrast How many open 
public-houses anxious to receive him the sailor passed ; nay, sending out their 
parasites, male and female, who, accosting the sailor, did not tell him to stand off 
from an empty seat, but bade him welcome to their vicious haunts ! The sailor's 
is indeed a hard case ; unable to procure the means of grace when at sea, he is, by 
the necessities of his profession, when in port, "a stranger" in the ecclesiastical 
vocabulary. Neither for love nor money is he admitted to God's worship. At 
St. Nicholas Sailors' Church, however, the sailor finds that Dr. Moore is "not 
forgetful to entertain strangers." The Bishop of St David's protested against 
sailors regarding the Church as a bad step-mother because they were not admitted 
to the unoccupied seats in our churches. The fault was not that of the Church, 
which, like her Divine Master, had no wish to cast out any who came to her ; but 
of the defective arrangements, and of the pride and selfishness which, unhappily, 
found a place in the house of God. 

Mr. Beresford Hope on Pews.— In his recently published work on "Worship 
in the Church of England," Mr. Beresford Hope sketches the "visible fonn in 
which the Church of England and its worship were first made palpable to my 
childish senses in the reign of George IV. " Dorking is, we believe, the locality 
indicated. "The building was a large, and had been a handsome, Gothic church, 
but of its interior the general parish saw very little, except the nave and aisles, for 
the chancel was cut off by a perfectly solid partition covered with the usual sacred 
writings and some strange painting, among which Moses and Aaron shone in 
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peculiar uncouthness. The eastern portion of the aisles was utilized for certain 
family pews or private boxes, raised aloft and approached by private doors and 
staircases ; these belonged to the magnates of the neighbourhood, who were wont 
to bow their recognitions across the nave. There was also a decrepit western 
gallery for the band, and the ground-floor was crammed with crankypews of every 

shape In the church of the last generation, old or new, the pews were of 

all or any shape, sometimes square, sometimes curtained, sometimes filled with 
sofas or tables, or even provided with fireplaces; while the free-seats, as those for 
the poor were mockingly termed, were- always uncomfortable, often squalid, and 

habitually planted in the worst places I must say a few words as to the 

seats. In the dull old times the person who asserted that there was any principle 
involved in the design and arrangement of church seats would have been treated 
as a joker or a fanatic. Indeed, the awakening of the general conscience on the 
subject of pews and of free-seats is a subject the moral importance of which is not 
to be measured by the simplicity of the language in which it may be described. I 
may fairly claim for the Cambridge Camden Society in its earliest days the merit 
of the most outspoken declaration upon pews, in the brief form of a paper of 
reasons against them. The abuse even in our churches is as yet hardly abated ; 

but when it occurs it is felt to be a thing which calls for an apology. The 

denizens of the old square pews were a casual mob of listeners, carrying with them 
their worldly differences." The truth of these remarks 'wdll be recognized even by 
those who have not arrived at a patriarchal age. The more modem edifice is thus 
alluded to : — Inside, the new church is constantly seated with open uniform benches, 
alike for rich and poor, so as visibly to represent the communion of saints ; and in 
the most unsatisfactory cases, if there is a gradation of comfort in them, or if any 
jealous right of proprietorship intervenes to dictate the selfish pew-door, at least 
the great bulk of the sittings uniformly faces the Lord's table." In a later portion 
of his book, Mr. Hope '* dares not attempt to disentangle the thorny question of 
appropriated seats. There is an extreme anti-pew party which denounces all 
appropriation. But these persons, I believe, push a right principle beyond the 
bounds of practical expediency. Proprietorship in seats is an abuse, but a tempo- 
rary appropriation according to local and individual circumstances, and dependmg 
on the persons so placed being at church, may really be the carrying out of the 
direction to do all things decently and in order. St. James denounced favouring 
a rich man, because he was rich, with the best place in church, and treating the 
poor with contumely; but he does not say the casual attendant, who may be not only 
poor, but arrogant, is to be at liberty, on account of his poverty, to push out the 
meek habitual worshipper, however wealthy he may be. -At all events, I do not 
believe that rural parishes, as a rule, would get on without a certain fixity of seats; 
not as by right, but as ordered by the officers on whom the responsibility rests. 
In towns the case is different, and I can understand many cases in which an abso- 
lutely free church is a most potent engine of evangelization." The author then 
goes on to discuss the question of the separation of the sexes, upon which he has 
no very strong opinions, and he also refers to the form of the sittings, effectually 
disposing of "the usual ignorant accusation," that ch,airs are necessarily Popish, 
and pointing out that benches are the rule in Roman Catholic Germany. The 
introduction of chairs into the naves of our cathedrals has, however, put an end to 
the prejudice against them. We cannot of course be expected to share Mr. Beres- 
ford Hope's views as to the advantages of ** temporary appropriation according to 
local and individual circumstances," even when it depends **on the persons so 
placed being at church," nor, on the other hand, do we desire to enter into any 
discussion with him. We may say, without exaggeration, that his powerful argu- 
ments against pews and the pew system have before now been sufficient to bring 
many persons to adopt the views of the ''extreme anti-pew party which denounces 
all appropriation." Is it too much to wish that Mr. Beresford Hope will, on a 
careful reconsideration of the whole question, allow himself to be convinced by his 
own reasoning ? 

Cool. — The seats in a certain church had been made free and unappropriated 
with the permission of the Bishop of the diocese, and public notice had been given 
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to that effect Thereupon a seat-holder wrote to the churchwardens to ask 
" whether members of the congregation who at present hold seats, will have seats 
appropriated to them, so that they will be able to use the same seat ? And, also, 
if'such be the case (it having been mentioned), they will be able, if they arrive 
before servica commences, to respectfully request any one who may be sitting in 
their appropriated seats, to kindly move ? And, also, whether they will be able to 
put their cushions and hassocks in such seats ?" 

HUDDERSFIELD. — The HtMersfidd Daily Chronicle^ after deploring the pre- 
valence of the pew system in the district, adds the following : — "The offertory is 
the natural outcome of the Free and Open Church movement, and where it is 
carried out under these circumstances it is almost invariably attended with a most 
satisfactory finahcial result. But we would not urge its adoption generally merely 
for this reason ; but rather because it is in conformity with apostolic teaching, and 
because systematic almsgiving confers a double blessing — it blesses him that gives 
and him that takes. The endless trouble, vexation, and expense which attends the 
present mode of collecting for religious purposes is also a reason why some simpler 
method should be adopted. We hope the time is not far distant when the artificial 
distinctions created by the pew system and the subscription-list will be swept away, 
and when men will worship as common sinners in a common sanctuary, and give 
*as each man is disposed in his heart, not grudgingly, or of necessity.* Apart 
from the higher motive involved in the weekly offertory, it is worthy of serious 
consideration whether, looking at it from a purely financial point of view, it would 
not in the long-run be far more productive than the objectionable system now so 
generally adopted." 

Fashionable Churches.— At Quebec Chapel on Sunday morning, when the 
Archbishop of Canterbury preached, the edifying spectacle was witnessed of a 
number oi persons being first shown into pews and then being ordered to leave 
them. The best off in this matter of accommodation were the domestics of the 
pew-proprietors; those fortunate persons looked with superb disdain up6n the 
ladies and gentlemen who, not lucky enough to possess pews, were unreasonable 
enough to expect to find seats even in what is called a ** fashionable" church. — 
The World, 

The Press. — We have to thank the respective Editors of the Church Review^ 
Camden Town Gazette, Canonbury and Highbury Advertiser, Hackney and Kings- 
land Gazette, Sussex Daily News, Hastings and St. Leonardos Advertiser, Grantham 
Journal, and the Huddersjield Daily Chronicle, for notices of the work of the 
Association. 



SOUTHSEA. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREE AND OPEN CHURCH ADVOCATE. 

Sir, — Having reciently spent some time in a place of considerable resort at the 
seaside, where the introduction of the principles of the London Free and Open 
Church Association would be an immense boon to many, I venture to hope that a 
brief relation of the present state of things may not be unacceptable to you. 
Southsea is well known as one of the principal naval and military stations on our 
coast It is the residence, more or less permanently, of the families of many 
officers in the two services. It is also, in the summer, crowded with holiday- 
makers and tourists. Yet for this large resident and floating population, the only 
provision made by the churches of Southsea proper 4S of the pew-rented, seat- 
holding, absolutely appropriated type. 

St. Jude's, the most central and most crowded of the Southsea churches, is by 
reason of its position, and the favour in which it is held, the greatest offender in 
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this respect ; were it thrown open, and a fair field given to the trial of the princi- 
ples, the result, I believe, would be, though not indeed less crowding, yet a more 
decent seid orderly mode of filling the church than can prevail where ** outsiders " 
have to wait for a seat till the " Venite" or the Psalms. 

In St Paul's, Southsea, the galleries are free, and are generally well filled on 
Sunday evenings. The body of the church is rented, but strangers are usually put 
into seats immediately on entering the building. I believe that the incumbents of 
these two churches are not by any means opposed personally to the free and open 
system, but that in both cases we are suffering from the tyranny of the seat>holder, 
who will not give up his existing ** rights." 

Believing that the gain both to residents and visitors would be incalculable if a 
fair trial were made in Southsea of the free and open system, and that this gain 
would toucl\ the spiritual life of the congregations, I trust that you will find space 
for this lettfer. 

I shall not have written in vain if on my next visit to Southsea I find one more 
church added to the number of those where rich and poor can meet together for 
"Common Prayer," without, the "depressing intervention of a verger, and without 
the fear of wounding the susceptibilities of high-class pew-renters," as the Duke of 
Cambridge tersely put the case on laying the foundation-stone of such a church at 
Landport. 

I am, sir, yours faithfully, 

A Vice-President, L. F..^ O. C A. 

Whitsuntide, 1875. 



ST. MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS, WOOLWICH. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREE AND OPEN CHURCH ADVOCATE. 

Sir,— Might I ask you to publish this appeal for a new church for the district of 
St. Michael and AH Angels, Woolwich? The district contains over 4500 working 
people, and. is taken out of one of the poorest and lowest parts of the parish of 
Woolwich, the population of which is 20,000. with only two churches. Nine 
years ago Services and Day School were begun ma hired room which had been a 
skittle-alley ; but this soon became too small, and we moved to a small Iron 
School Church. We next built substantial permanent Schools for 500 children, at 
a cost of ;f 2500. They have been open some time, are nearly full, and are paid 
for. The little Iron Church accommodates only 23b. Our communicants alone — 
composed almost entirely of working people of the district — already exceed that 
number, and they are steadily increasing. It will not hold the Day School children, 
still less all those who would come to Sunday School. We have Daily Prayer 
morning and evening — ^and Sunday and weekday early celebrations of the Holy 
Communion. All the seats are free and imappropriated. These privileges will 
be continued in the permanent church. 

That we may save the present building season, we desire at once to begin build- 
ing the chancel, with side aisle and vestry, using the present Iron Church as a 
temporary nave. This will cost ;f 3000. The site is obtained, and ;£'2300 already 
subscribed. The scheme is approved by the Bishop of the diocese, and had the 
support of the late Rector of Woolwich. It is also approved by Canon Gregory, 
Canon Liddon, the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone, M.P., J. G. Talbot, Esq., 
M.P., Lt.-Colonel Makins, M.P., W. U. Heygate, Esq., M.P., J. A. Shaw 
Stewart, Esq., Lord Eliot, R. Foster, Esq., H. Cazenove, Esq., &c., &c., who 
are amongst the subscribers. 

Aid is most earnestly requested. 

Donations may be paid to Glyn and Co., 67, Lombard-street, E.C. ; A. H. 
Watson, Esq. (Treasurer), Priory Villa, Plumstead, S.E. ; or to the Rev. H. R. 
Baker, 30, Wood Street, Woolwich, S.E. 

I remain, faithfully yours, 

Hugh Ryves Baker, Mission Curate. 
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ST. SAVIOUR'S, POPLAR. 

TO THE EDITO& OF THS F&EB AND OPEN CHURCH ADVOCATE. 

Deae Sie, — Pennit me to acknowledge^ with maiif thanks, the receqit ol the 
following siim% in answer to my letter, whidi yon so kindly inserted in last month's 
paper. 

Samnd Hill, Esq i i o 

The Rev. J. E. Hall 500 

Lady Lucy Calvert 300 

;C8 1 o 
£^2 are still required to make good the deficit. It is my intentiaii to have 
St Saviour's Church open for private prayer as soon as drcnmstanoes pennit. 
Hoping that some more of your readers may sympathize with the difiiciilties of a 
free and open Chorch newly consecrated in the midst of 7500 woiking people, 

I am, dear Sir, truly yours, 

Edward Beat, Curate. 
2S, Stainsby Road, Poplar, E. 



SUBSCRIPTIOKS AND DONATIONS RECEIVED FROM APRIL JRD, 
MAY 8TH9 1875. 

Mackerdl, Rev. R. . 
Mac Michael, Rer. W. F. 



Balfour, Arthur J., Eiq., M.P.CDon.) 
(Dob.) 



thurj. 
Balfour; Rer. W- 
Bayne, Rev. T. Vere . 
Bentley. Pkv/esior 
Bin Witherv Rev. R. 
Bndgmaii, £. J. Esq. 
Bryett, Rev. J. T. S. 
Buckl^ Alfred, Esq. 



. G. 



Drake, Major M., R.E. 
Forester, H. W^ Esq. 
Gough, C. H., Esa. . 
Gridley, Canuin I^ 
Hamilton, Key. Ja 
Hannah, Rer. Dr. 
Hutchinson, Rev. Canon 
lies, J. A. Esq. . . 
Lane, C. W.7Es<j. . 
Lewis, Rev. Lewis 
Lichfield, The Right Rev. 

Buhop of 
Lloyd, Edwin, Esq, 



o 10 
o 10 



o zo 
o S 



050 



the Lord 

(Don.) 



Massinffberd, Rear Admiral • i 

Micklethwaite, J. T., E.sq. . . z 

MUner, Major z 

Milner, Mrs. o 

Mitchell, Rev. F. R. (Sub. and Don.) o 

Mountford, George, Esq. . . . o 

Pollock, Hod. Baron . . . . z 
Rawlinson, Rev. Canon .0 
Robinson, Rev. C. E. R. (Offertory 
at St. John's, Torquay, on Sunday 

• iSthApni) . . . 8 

El. . (Life Subs.) 5 

Scarlett, Mr. J. . (Don.) z 

Selwyn, Rev. E. J z 

Stanton, J. T., Esq. .... a 

Tayk>r, Mr. J. N. (Sub. and Don.) e 

Trevelyan, Miss. . (Don.) z 

Whitworth, Rev. W. Allen. . . o 

Willis, Rev. Edmund . . . . z 

Young, Miss . . (Don.) o 



evemng, 78th Apnl) 
Rooke, Mis. F. H. . 



TO 



X. d. 

5 o 



The Editor of the Free and Open Church Advcx:ate will be greatly obliged 
by friends of the movemettt sending him notes of progress^ «Srv., for publication. 
Copies of the Kdwocate for gratuitous circulation locally will be sent in return. 

Issued by authority of the COUNCIL of the London Free and Open Church 
Association. Copies ntay be had gratuitously on application to the Secretary, 
25, Norfolk Street^ Strand^ IV,C., or will be sent for One Year to any addras 
on receipt of Eighteen Penny Stamps, 

Cheques and Post-office Orders in aid of the Funds of the Association should be 
made payable to the Treasurer^ Edward M. Courtney, Esq, Cheques crossed 
** Union Bank of London." 



CILBBRT AND ttlVINCTON, PKINTBRS| ST. JOIIN's SQUAKB, LONUON. 
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ixu mJi #p C|rart| I^Jrtotstt. 

Being the Monthly Paper of the London Free and Open Church Association. 
Vol. IL JUNE 13TH, 1875, No. 42. 

|he London Free and Open Church Association. — 
A Special Meeting of the Executive Council, summoned 
by direction of the President, was held on Monday 
evening, the 24th May, at the rooms of the Association, 
25, Norfolk Street, Strand. 

Present — The Right Hon. Earl Nelson (President) in the Chair ; 
Rev. G. Barnes; Rev. W. Allen Whitworth; Rev. W. H. Browne; 
Alfred Buckley, Esq. ; E. C. Irelaiid, Esq. ; J. Mechelen Rogers, 
Esq. ; J. W. Walter, Esq. ; Bowes A. Paice, Esq. ; Major Heales, 
F.S.A.; F. H. Rooke, Esq.; and Edward M. Courtney, Esq. 
(Treasurer). 

The Secretary read a resolution, passed at the Annual Meeting of 
the Association on the 12th inst, with reference to Mr, Thomas 
Salt's Public Worship Facilities Bill, now before the House of 
Commons, and submitted copies of the present Bill, and also of that 
introduced in 1873. 

The Minutes of Council on the 3rd April, and of the Standing 
Sub-Committee on the 9th April and 13th June, 1873, referring to 
the Bill as then introduced into Parliament, were also read. 

Ordered, — ^That the Secretary write to Mr. Salt inquiring why the 
section of clause 6 in the Bill of 1873, providing " that no seat shall 
be let for hire, and no fee shall be charged for admission, in any 
chapel or building wherein Divine Service is held under this Act," 
has been omitted in the present BUI, and at the same time tell him 
that the President, attended by one or more members of the Council, 
would be happy to wait upon and consult with him upon the subject, 
if he would kindly make an appointment. 

It was also resolved, — That a petition be drawn up for presentation 
to both Houses of Parliament, praying that the clause be restored to 
the Bill with the insertion of the words " or appropriated" after the 
words " let for hire." 

The ordinary Monthly Meeting of the Executive Council was held 
on Wednesday evening, the 2nd inst., at the rooms of the Association, 
25, Norfolk Street, Strand. 

Present, — The Right Hon. Earl Nelson (President) in the Chair ; 
Alfred Buckley, Esq. ; Robert Bayman, Esq. ; Thomas Lapgston, 
Esq.; Richard B. Prosser, Esq.; Henry Lias, Esq. ; E. C. Ireland, 
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Esq. ; Alexander H. Watson, Esq. ; C: Graham Carttar, Esq. ; F. H. 
Rooke, Esq. ; Bowes A. Pake, Esq., and Henry Sutton, Esq. 

Albert Brassey, Esq., of Addlestrop, Chipping Norton, was an- 
nounced and approved as a Life Vice-President 

It was reported that the balance at the bank was ;^99 19J. \\d. in 
favour of the Association. Bills amounting to ;^65 loj. 6//. were 
passed for payment. 

The Standing Committees were appointed as follows : — 

General Committee, — ^The Rev. W. H. Browne, and Messrs. Bayman, 
Coote, Ireland, Langston, Lias, Prosser, and Rooke. 

Legal Committee, — Messrs. Athawes, Brooks, Coote, Freeman, 
Green, Radcliffe, Rooke, and Sutton. 

Meetings Committee, — ^The Revs. W. H. Browne and J. S. Jones, 
and Messrs. Carttar, Ireland, Paice, Prosser and Vincent. 

A letter was read from Mr. Thomas Salt, M.P., dated ist inst., 
with reference to the Public Worship Facilities Bill 

It was reported that the General Committee had authorized the 
printing of a new edition of 5000 copies of the pamphlet entitled 
" An Appeal to Members of the Church of England upon the Pew 
System and the Weekly Offertory j" also of the "Easter Vestries' 
Address to Parishioners," altered so as to make it more of a general 
paper. These recommendations were approved. 

The Minutes of the Legal Committee on ist inst, recording the 
Committee's opinion upon 9ie Deed of Endowment of Holy Trinity 
Church, Amblecote, referred to the Committee by the Council at the 
last Ordinary Meeting, were also read and approved. 

The Secretary reported that at a Meeting of Parishioners of Melton 
Mowbray, on the 27th May, called by Mr. Gee, the parish Warden, 
to consider and determine as to the advisability of accepting Mr. 
Ward's bequest, left for the purpose of re-seating the church ; and as 
to the expediency of appl5dng to the proper Ecclesiastical Court for 
a Faculty to enable the Parish to do so, and to give power to the 
Churchwardens to appropriate single sittings to individuals when the 
re-seating should be effected, it was resolved by a majority of more 
than four to one, that in the opinion of the Meeting the seats when 
made should not be appropriated. During the Meeting several 
speakers expressed the strongest opinions in favour of the seats being 
kept entirely free and unappropriated. 



Croydon. — ^At a recent meeting of the literary class of the Croydon Branch of the 
Church of England Young Men's Society, the following question was discussed : 
— " Which is more beneficial, a free and open church, or appropriated seats?" 
The attendance was good, and much enthusiasm was manifested throughout. Mr. 
F. Warren occupied the chair, and the Rev. D. Long having offered prayer, Mr. 
H. Roffey opened the discussion with an ably written paper. Having endeavoured 
to remove any impression with regard to the question being one of party, he pro- 
ceeded to prove that the free and open system was in accordance with the whole 
tone of the Scriptures, aud more particularly with the teaching of the Founder of the 
Holy CathoHc Church aind its usage in primitive and apostolic times, while the 
pew system was at variance with both. The second chapter of St. James was 
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quoted, out of this growing another point, that the pew system was a manifest in- 
justice to the poor; it turned the House of God into a commercial speculation, and 
pandered and encouraged social distinctions in a place where they ought not even 
to be thought of. The offertory system cultivated a habit of almsgiving ; and, 
although it had been argued that it was an uncertain source of revenue, it could be 
proved overwhelmingly that, as a means of finance, it had succeeded far better than 
the pew system.- The Chairman and several members supported the views of Mr. 
Roflfey, and only two gentlemen attempted to defend the principle of the pew system. 
One of the two thought that the free and open system drove the poor away from 
church, and he opposed that system more particularly because it had a Romish 
tendency ; to which the Rev. D. Long answered that, when any innovation 
occurred in the disciplince or ritual of a church, we ought not to consider whether 
it had a Romeward or Dissentingward tendency, but whether it was true and 
seemly. With regard to the other statement, that it drove the poor from our 
churches, he cited instances which had occurred in Croydon, as well as in other 
towns, where it had had the opposite effect. At the close a show of hands was 
taken, when fifteen voted for the free and open system, and four for appropriated 
seats. 

Walsall, Staffordshire. — For many years past it has been the desire of the 
Churchmen of Walsall to break up the large mother-parish of 18,000 souls into 
manageable districts of 4000 or so. The consecration of St. George's Church, 
which took place on the ist instant, is another step towards the realization of a 
scheme which has been so earnestly advocated by the Vicar of Walsall, the Rev. 
W. Allen. So soon as an endowment can be obtained from the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners, it is intended that a district containing about 4000 souls shall be 
assigned to the church. For the present it will be served by curates licensed to 
the parish church. The building is designed in the Early Decorated style, and is 
arranged to accommodate 677 persons. The sermon was preached by the Bishop 
of the diocese, who said that ** the opening of that church was a noble opportunity 
for showing forth the effect of the principles he was endeavouring to explain. He 
concluded that many who were present would be regular members of the congre- 
gation assembled there. To them he would address a few words of pastoral exhor- 
tation. Let their worship be so earnest, reverent, and devout, that every stranger 
who came into the church might fall down and worship God. It was also incum- 
bent on them to kneel in prayer, instead of sitting at ease, as many did, on their 
cushioned seats during the most solemn parts of the service. Next, it was most 
irreverent to enter a church late. He thanked God for the announcement that all 
the seats were free. When men could call seats their own they might have thought 
they could enter church when they pleased, but they must go deeper than that, and 
think that the Lord was there, and that tfiey came to meet Him on His own in- 
vitation, with hearts prepared to do Him honour. Surely there was a spiritual 
meaning higher than the thoughts of almsgiving in the words of the Apostle, 
* Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by in store as God has 
prospered you ;' and he would have them remember the double offertory— the 
offertory of their hearts and the offertory of their alms — and he who had given his 
heart to God would never keep back his money. They should also show that the 
Holy Ghost was with them, by the heartiness of their prayers. Their Church 
provided that every tongue should speak j and therefore all should join in the 
responses, not with loud voice, but with deep, earnest, fervent voice. Lastly, they 
should all come regularly to the Lord's table ; for there was no greater stumbling- 
block to the ignorant than to see so large a proportion of the congregation turning 
away from that table." The offertory produced upwards of ;f 109. At the luncheon 
which followed it was stated that since the present vicar came into the parish three 
years ago, the Church pebple of the town, aided by some others elsewhere, had 
contributed something like ;^io,ooo for Church purposes, in addition to offertories 
at the parish church, to the amount of more than £\OQO annually. Lord Hatherton 
said, ** That might not be the place to discuss how they were to win the population 
to religious observances, but it was no use concealing the fact that the great body of 
the people were utterly indifferent to such observances. Let him say how gratified 
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he was at the issuing of the vicar's pastoral letter, in which he said that the seats 
in St George's Church were to be free. He could not conceive anything that 
would tend more to induce the class of artisans and workmen to attend church 
than the fact, that when they entered the church they knew they might take any 
seat they might find vacant — (cheers) — that they were not to be squeezed out, as it 
were, by a system of pews and reserved seats. Churches were perfectly free in 
some of the most aristocratic cities in Europe, and he trusted that nobody would 
object, however high his position might be, in the house of God to sit side by side 
with a person of inferior condition. (Applause. ) He should watch with great 
curiosity the working of that system. He was satisfied it would be a great success, 
and be an example to other churches. (Hear, hear.) The system of pews and 
reserved seats was so ingrained in our customs, that they probably would not see it 
changed in the older parochial churches for some time to come." 

Diocese of Carlisle. — The Bishop of Carlisle has just held the second 
triennial visitation of his diocese, and, at the conclusion of the formal business, 
clerical and lay conferences were held, at which, amongst other matters,, the 
Guestion of appropriated seats in churches was discussed. We give an account of 
the proceedings condensed from the Carlisle Patriot and from the Penrith Observer, 
which have been sent to us by one of our members. Our aim has been, not so 
much to give a full report of the debates, as to show how widespread is the feeling 
against appropriation : — 

The Carlisle meeting was held in the Fratry, and after a few introductory words 
from the Bishop, the discussion was commenced by Canon Carr (Dalston), who said 
the matter was one of great difficulty, on account of the legal claims to the 
possession of pews. But so far as the matter of law was concerned, they must 
rel^ate that to those who were able to deal with it. There were undoubted cases 
of certain pews attaching to certain houses, either by faculty or by prescription ; 
and there was no possibility of the churchwardens or any one else interfering with 
them. Such being the case, their attention might be directed to the cases of those 
seats which were confessedly free and which ought to be allotted by the church- 
wardens to the attenders at church. There was sometimes great difficulty 
in providing sufficient accommodation for all, on the ground that there were 
more people than seats ; but practically those who came regularly to church 
had no difficulty in obtaining and retaining places. As a rule it was found 
that when persons had taken possession of a pew, other persons did not 
interfere with their possession. There might be no legal right in the matter : 
but as a rule, arising from the kind and courteous feeling among neighbours, 
people did not interfere with persons who were in the habit of occupying a 
particular place in church. If that could be carried out generally — if the church- 
wardens could in that friendly way assign seats to persons who were in the habit of 
coming — there could be no real difficulty. The principal difficulty had arisen from 
church-goers being disturbed by the intrusion of young and thoughtless people ; 
and such cases called for the intervention of the churchwardens. 

The Rev. A. Hodges (St. Stephen's, Carlisle) said he believed his. was the first 
free and open church established in Carlisle, though the intention of Lady 
Burdett-Coutts was to have pew-rents in it. The church was free and open. 
The seats were perfectly free. Still, he should be sorry to say he had no difficulties, 
for he had a great many. (Laughter.) They found that a certain measure of 
appropriation was going on in the church ; people put cushions in a seat, and left 
their books, which no doubt was a great convenience to regular worshippers. It 
was an undoubted advantage to such persons to have a stat^ seat, and grievances 
arose in that way. He mentioned a case in point of a worthy old woman who had 
attended his church ever since it was opened, and who, last Sunday evenin|f, had 
been excluded from the seat which she and her husband had regularly occupied by 
three young women getting in before them. It was a terrible grievance to the old 
woman, but he (Mr. Hodges) could see no remedy for it. It appeared to him it 
would be a desirable thing if they could have, say, a q^arterly appropriation, it 
being understood that as long as people came regularly to church the appro- 
priation of the seat they occupied should be liable to renewal from time to time. 
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For his own part, if he went to any church with his family, he should certainly 
like the same seat ; he should object to a system which might oblige his family to 
be scattered in different seats. Nevertheless, his sympathies went entirely for 
free and open churches. He detested the old exclusive pew system, which was 
the most disastrous thing ever introduced into the Church of England. It was 
unwan-antable that people should hold pews as a freehold. He knew one case of 
an old lady who said she would not give him sixpence for his church because her 
pew had been taken from her in St. Cuthbert's. (Laughter.) There was a great 
difference between appropriating seats and appropriating pews. It was found that 
when there were two or three of a family they wanted a pew for themselves, and 
because others were put in with them, they left the church. 

The Rev. J. Thwaytes (Caldbeck) said all the difficulties connected with 
perfectly unappropriated churches could be obviated. He mentioned the case^of 
certain London churches, where one side was set apart for women and the other 
side for men, and they appeared to have no difficulty there. All the seats were 
open, and they could sit where they liked. The less they interfered with the 
principle of entire freedom the better. The idea of having a "free and open 
church " with appropriated seats, he could not understand. 

The Chancellor said the regulation of sittings in churches, under the existing 
laws, rested with the churchwardens, and a great responsibility lies on them in 
the matter. He believed if they would administer their powers in the way the 
law enabled them, all difficulty might be avoided. It might be as well to go back 
to the origin of these seats. In the early ages there were no such things as 
appropriated seats, except where parties had built churches and reserved seats 
to themselves, which it was natural they should do in such a case. The original 

Eractice was non-appropriation ; every one went to his parish church, and found 
is seat there. In point of fact, the Bishop was the sole patron — if he might say 
so— of these seats. He regulated in the first instance the whole of church matters 
in this respect, and he directed how the seats should be occupied. So time went 
on ; until the Bishop's direction sank into something that was never intended — 
into the power of tne Bishop or his representative of appropriating seats to dif- 
ferent persons. Hence came faculty seats and prescriptive seats ; and though it 
would be well to have neither, yet as the law had authorized them, and as persons 
had succeeded to them at one time or another under the sanction of law, they 
could not be got rid of. He was opposed to appropriation, but when cases of the 
kind came before him in his Court, he must decide according to law. (Hear, 
hear. ) If A. B. had a seat appropriated by faculty or prescription, he must be 
maintained in it. But even with respect to such a pew, where ten or a dozen seats 
were appropriated to one house or family, if on any occasion that pew is not 
adequately filled by the family, the unoccupied seats in it could be filled with others 
who want seats. Therefore it amounted to this, that the parties who claimed the 
pew had only a first right ; but if they did not occupy the seats — if they did not 
exercise their right — the churchwardens were bound to put other parties in who 
wanted seats. (Hear, hear.) Every one had a right to be accommodated properly. 
With respect to appropriation, he believed there was a great deal of it which 
ought not to be. He believed that was so in this very town. The later churches 
had been built on the principle of non -appropriation. Mr. Hodges had spoken 
of St. Stephen's. It was erected by Lady Burdett-Coutts, whose intention, as he 
now learned for the first time from Mr. Hodges, was to have had it main- 
tained by pew-rents. However, that had not been carried out. But before the 
church was consecrated, a subscription was entered into to form an endowment 
for the church, which had been endowed as a free church, and the church- 
wardens had no right to appropriate any seat in it. Christ Church was built in 
a different way. It was built by subscription and was maintained by pew-rents, 
the pews being appropriated for those rents to the inhabitants of Christ Church 
district primarily, but if they did not occupy them fully, then it was competent 
to the churchwardens to hire them out to persons in other parishes. The result 
was that Christ Church came to be occupied in the congregational way, which was 
the worst of all ways in which a church could be occupied. St. John's was 
built on the free principle, and it was carried out fully. He and his family went 
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there, and he must say he never experienced any inconvenience. If he occupied 
a particular seat, and the parties about him saw that he occupied it, they let him 
alone ; at the same time, he had no kind of right to occupy that seat for ever. 
Then there was St. Paul's. Its principle also was non-appropriation ; but he 
was very much afraid that appropriation was going on there. (Laughter.) He 
distinctly stated that any appropriation in tlmt church was in violation of the 
principle on which it was erected and consecrated. The principle of the Church 
of England was that all seats should be free ; but the law interfered with them, 
and had given rights by faculty and prescription which could not be got rid 
of. When such cases came before him he was bound by his office to 
protect the parties. But churchwardens had the remedy very much in their 
own hands. They had been in the habit of appropriating seats, and thus 
perpetual appropriation had come about. But if they would only exercise 
their authonty— and they had great authority under the superintendence of the 
Court — a great deal of the mischief would be prevented. Appropriation prevented 
people going into pews ; they would not go into pews occupied by*others ; they 
fancied they were looked on as" a sort of intruders. Therefore, if they could 
overthrow the whole system of appropriation, they would render a vast service 
to the Church of England ; but they must proceed according to law. At the 
same time, as he had said, a great deal rested with the churchwardens. They 
ought to understand their position ; in exercising their authority they would have 
the encouragement and protection of the Bishop ; so far as the Court over which 
he presided could give them any assistance, they might be sure of it ; and the 
general feeling of the people would go with them if they let it be known that 
they would not appropriate seats. In churches where appropriation existed he 
urged mutual consideration and a spirit becoming the place. In a distant part of 
the country with which he was connected the first noblemen in the land had 
given up appropriated seats in the best part of the church, and had taken seats 
in places where people inferior in rank would not go to. He also mentioned 
that in the parish church of Broughton-in-Fumess, an individual of great dis- 
tinction — one of her Majesty's present Ministers, Mr. Cross — ^had chosen his seat 
in the most unfavourable part of the church, solely to set an example to his neigh- 
bours that they should not consider the part of the church where they sat so much 
as the purpose for which they went to church. (Hear, hear.)^ When we saw such 
an example, it was not too much to call on others to follow it, so that the cause 
of a very just complaint may no longer exist amongst us. (Hear, hear.) 

The Rev. Thompson Phillips (Ivegill) testified from his own experience that 
wholly unappropriated seats answered as well in country churches as in towns. 
No difficulty was experienced. People were imwilling to intrude into seats which 
appeared to belong to others. 

The Rev. S. W. Watson (late of Plumbland)— What the Chancellor has said of 
Mr. Cross is true also of Sir Wilfrid Lawson, who gave up his seat in the chancel 
at Plumbland, and took one in the body of the church. (Hear, hear.) 

The Rev. T. J. Cooper (St. Cuthbert*s, Carlisle) was personally convinced 
that the principle of non-appropriation was likely to do them all good. At a little 
church opened last .week in the Lake District he was glad to seethe seats cushioned 
throughout. When once you allow people to put cushions down, or leave their 
books, the system of appropriation crept in. He knew a cleigyman who, when 
people left their books, had them all gjithered up and put on a shelf. (Laughter.) 
He believed all the difficulty had arisen from persons, — ^perhaps ^oo kind-hearted 
to resist pressure, — ^who had not courage to carry out the system of non-appropria- 
tion thoroughly. 

The Bishop, closing the discussion, said this was one of the most important 
questions they could be called on to consider ; and he especially pressed the matter 
on the consideration of the churchwardens, because it was more their business than 
many of them were aware of. We constantly heard that clergymen had done this, 
that, or the other about certain seats. Sometimes clergymen came to him to ask 
him what they should do regarding some difficulty about seats ; and his general 
advice was, ** Wash your hands of it altogether ; I have no doubt you have got 
some broad-backed churchwardens who are able to relieve you of it." (Laughter.) 
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The office of churchwarden was not a particularly well-paid office — (laughter) — 
but it was a very honourable one, and one In which a man could do a great deal 
for his church and parish. • Reviewing the sug^stions made, he commended that 
about the supply of hassocks for kneeling. The idea of sitting during prayer was 
repugnant to all worthy ideas of devotion. He reminded them that, so far as the 
rubrics were concerned, there need not be a single seat in the church ; there was 
no reference to sitting ; but there was a good deal of reference to kneeling ; there- 
fore there should be hassocks. The question of seats involved all those complica- 
tions arising from the selfishness of human nature and from the pride of one man 
who lifted himself above another. At this time he had got two or three extremely 
complicated cases in the diocese, all arising out of these questions of seats. If he 
might finish these remarks with a piece of wit he had heard, he would suggest as 
the best motto for the whole subject of appropriation in churches —" /V^X PEW- 
dorV (Laughter.) 

At the Meeting at Penrith the Bishop said the subject was one of very practical 
importance in the diocese, and only two or three days ago he had received the 
report of a commission of inquiry with regard to a certain church in this diocese, 
and the appropriation of seats there ; and he alluded to the fact for the purpose of 
showing that it was a practical subject ; and that with regard to one church a com- 
mission of inquiry had brought to the surface a condition of things which was really 
serious and sad. He could refer to churches in the diocese where he did not 
hesitate to say the poor people were practically pewed out of those churches ; and 
when they were pewed out it was not according to the law of the land or of the 
Church, but by encroachments and misinterpretations of the privileges which have 
been supposed to be granted to a small number of parishioners who had practically 
taken possession of the church, and so the church and its ministrations were occu- 
pied by the few to the exclusion of their poorer brethren. This sometimes 
originated at a time when a church had been rebuilt. Certain faculties had been 
granted to persons who had contributed to the erection of a church, which 
faculties, in many cases, were not worth the paper they were written on, because 
they were held by persons whose names were not mentioned in the faculty, the 
persons to whom they were issued being dead. He did not mean to say that there 
were some faculties which would not hold good ; but he wished just to remark that 
privileges were supposed to exist, when in reality they did not exist. They should 
at least know what were the legal rights of people before they allowed them to 
exercise those rights, so-called, to the exclusion of many of their brethren. If the 
Church of England was to take her stand upon an3rthing it must be upon the fact 
of her being the Church of the nation. She must be the Church of the poor. It 
must not be that a minority of respectable people are to enjoy the services of the 
Church of England, while at the same time a large majority are kept out by a 
system of appropriation, which might be very comfortable to the rich but was 
destructive to the souls of the poor. They could not expect the blessing of God to 
fall upon such a system. Therefore, in the interests of the Church of England at 
large as well as in the interests of the different parishes, he did hope that this ques- 
tion would be considered so that not a single poor person in any parish would be 
excluded. He knew it was a delicate subject to deal with; and he was not aware 
tfiat it had been so discussed before. 

The Rev. J. S. Mulcaster said he had had some little experience of pew 
appropriation both at Gre)rstoke and Great Salkeld ; and he must say, without 
hesitation, that there was nothing more detrimental to the interests of the Church 
than the appropriation of seats to the owners and occupiers of land, &c. He had 
actually found m both those parishes that from this cause there had been very serious 
hindrances to Church people exercising their just privileges. Some people claimed 
seats in the parish church in respect of houses ; others because they had been in the 
habit of paying church rates. Some seats were appropriated by owners of land, . 
and in many cases on that account the poor and others were excluded. Since he 
went to Great Salkeld strangers had come to reside in the parish, who were 
anxious to have sittings, and were furnished with such sittings ; but when it came 
to the ears of some who were supposed to have a right to those seats, but who 
never entered the church from one month to another, they interfered and disturbed 
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the strangers, for whom seats had -to be found elsewhere. It was necessary that 
the law should be explained to churchwardens, so that they might determine what 
were really their rights as to pew appropriation. He thought the churchwardens 
ought to have the distribution of sittings among those who went to church. Those 
who did not go to cliurch ought not to be allowed to throw any hindrance in the 
way of those who did go or wished to go. (Hear, hear.) 

. The Rev. W. • Keys- Wells wished to say a few words in corroboration of what 
had fallen from the Bishop and Mr. Mulcaster. The appropriation of seats he 
believed to be a serious hindrance to the work of the Church. In his own parish 
he^had two cases in his mind's eye which were of a most startling character. In the 
small church of Clifton there were three pews bearing certain initials, and those 
initials represented the name of a family of some antiquity, who once resided at 
Clifton. The property, in respect of which those three pews were supposed 
to be appropriated, was now in the hands of a tenant, whose family and 
cstablishnaent were very small. The three pews to which he had alluded 
were the best pews in the parish church. The central pew was seldom or 
never required by the person claiming it. Well, some time ago, there came 
to the parish a person who wanted a sitting in the parish church ; and an 
application was made to him to that effect. Thinking that by law the pew 
referred to could not legally be kept empty, he said to the person, ** Here is 
a pew ; you are welcome to use that. But the tenant, who might be supposed to 
represent the squire of old, said to him, ** That is my pew ; you shan't go there." 
He came to him (the rev. gentleman) and complamed of this invasion of his 
supposed rights ; and he threatened that next Sunday he would send his farm 
servants into the pew. He told him that he might do that ; but that he could not 
by any possibility fill three pews by the members of his establishment. He was 
happy to say that the gentleman he referred to was a very good Churchman ; and 
on his reasoning with him, and telling him that he should certainly appeal to the 
Chancellor ; that he was practically objecting to a lady and. her sisters coming to 
church ; and that he would to a great extent destroy any chance of ever being on 
Christian terms with his two neighbours, he gave way. He was defending what 
he supposed to be a right ; but it was only by the good- will and favour of such 
tenant, who had no earthly use for it, that possession was obtained. He might 
mention another case tending to prove the same thing. There happened to be 
three houses in Clifton, the central one of which was occupied by the owner of the 
three. Each of those three houses had, or was supposed to have, connected with 
it a pew in the parish church ; but in this case, as the Bishop had pointed out, 
those rights merely existed on paper : the rights were delusive. Those pews had 
never been occupied for some years. A short time ago a family went to reside in 
the parish, and again application was made to him, ** Where are we to sit ? " He 
accordingly pointed out one of those pews, and possession was accordingly taken ; 
but the "owner" said to the new-comer, "You must not suppose that you have 
any right to sit in those pews." That would help to explain the comparative 
emptiness of some of the churches. His remedy would be to issue notices in the 
-month of January in each year to non-users of appropriated pews, stating that such 
pews would be used by others who might require them, on and after the following 
Easter. If, however, a system of that kind were adopted it should be backed up 
by the Bishop and the Chancellor. He was of opinion, however, that the present 
system of reserving pews to non-users was putting a premium upon non- 
attendance. (Hear, hear.) 

The Rev. T. B. Lowry said it was Very necessary to know what authority 
a minister and his churchwardens possessed in their different parishes. Certain 
pews were claimed by faculty, but the persons by whom such faculties were 
obtained had died. Now if the person holding the faculty died he should like to 
ask the Chancellor whether it descended along with the property to his heirs and 
successors ? Also whether a person could claim a seat or pew by prescription ; 
and whether usage or custom gave a claim. There were many people in different 
parishes who had no faculties and had enjoyed uninterrupted use. 

The Chancellor said the possession of land could give no right to a pew in 
church. A man cannot have any property in a pew unless he uses it ; when he 
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ceased to use it, then he lost that right In the third case, that was with r^ard to 
a faculty, everything would depend upon the terms of the faculty. There were 
faculties and faculties ; they were not exactly the same. There might be a faculty 
granted to a man during his residence ; but when he ceased to be a resident he 
lost his right. A faculty might be granted to the occupier of a house, and such 
occupier would have a right to a pew ; but a man must use the pew in order to 
sustain his right. That, he thought, was an important thing for the churchwardens 
to bear in mind. If a person was the occupier of a house, and had been in the 
constant habit of occupying a pew for a long time, then that pew would become 
attached to that house by prescription ; but here again they would maintain that 
right subject to the condition that they used it. That, also, was an important 
matter for the churchwardens to know, because the responsibility rested upon the 
churchwardens and not upon the clergy, whose best plan would be to wash their 
hands of the whole thing, and say '' We have plenty to do in our own particular 
office without interfering with what belongs to our friends the churchwardens." 
The clergyman ought not to be abused, because he had nothing to do with it. 

The Rev. J. £. Saul (Mungrisdale), said it had been stated that appropriation 
of pews caused a great deal of tiouble y but he was of opinion that non*appropria- 
tion would cause a great deal more trouble, especially in regard to country churches. 
He had had some experience in towns, and some years ago, in Bradford, he was 
very much shodced on seeing several pews shut up, and the words ** Lancashire and 
Yorkshire Railway," painted upon them. It was then thought that the purchase of 
the land by the railway company gave them a right to those pews, whereas, they 
had just been told by the Chancellor, the possession of land gave no right to seats. 
In the chapel at Mungrisdale all the seats were appropriated. 

Canon Butler said he should like to ask the Chancellor what he would con- 
sider a legitimate faculty, and whether it was not a fact that many of the faculties 
now acted upon were not worth the paper they were written upon ? Cases, for 
instance, where money had been paid for re-pewing or restoring a church. The 
churchwardens might have said to a person, " If you give us £/p or £$0 for such 
and such a purpose you shall have this faculty," and so a supposed right had been 
inherited. Then, again, if a faculty was brought before the churchwardens by 
others than the person to whom it was issued, and they saw certain names upon it, 
such as the Bishop's or the churchwarden's, and there was no direct authority 
from the Consistoiy Court, would that be a proper faculty? 

The Bishop. —It would be no faculty. 

Canon Butler said there were cases where such documents had been acted 
upon. He would be very glad to see the sittings in our parish churches free and 
xinappropriated, whilst at the same time he confessed there was very great difficulty 
about the question. He would not, for instance, interfere with the vested rights 
of those who had been accustomed to hold seats in the parish church. It would 
be very unfair to do so ; but a system might be begun, under which, when seats 
became vacant, they might be mside free, and that would be a step towards freedom 
of worship in our churches. Take, for instance, a large church like Penrith, and 
suppose they had 6000 inhabitants and 1200 families who wished to go to church. 
Now, if the seats were appropriated by 150 or 200 families, they could not provide 
accommodation for all who wished to go to church. It was impossible to pour a 
gallon of water into a pint bottle. A result of this appropriation of seats was that 
the poorest classes were being alienated ; they believed they were receiving the 
cold shoulder, inasmuch as they had no decent seats allotted to them. We were 
told that we were a non-worshipping country, and so we were. We were also 
told that ninety out of every hundred persons, in certain towns, do not go to 
- church. Well, we had a right to inquire what it is that alienates them. He 
believed it might be attributed in great measure to having, shut out of the church 
the poor people, the artisans, and the skilled mechanics. They had sent them 
away from the Church, and they had gone over to Dissent. Many of tiiem 
had been brought up in the Church Sunday Schools ; but, because of this pew 
appropriation, even '* for old acquaintance sake," they would not attend church, 
and went elsewhere. If, under such a state of things, his loidship would autho- 
ritatively instruct the churchwardens, especially in large towns, that they should 
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endeavour to commence a S3rstem of freedom, it would do a great deal of good. 
It would strengthen their hands and remove that bitter feeling against the Church, 
which in some cases existed. If they alienated the working classes, disestablish- 
ment must follow, and with it disendowment. He thought, therefore, that they 
should put their shoulders to the wheel, and endeavour to get more freedom, 
without interfering with the vested rights of church-goers. When, for instance, a 
family left the town and a seat became vacant, that scat might be declared free ; 
and they might go on in that way until a third or one-half, or even two-thirds, of 
the seats were made free ; and if they made free seats where there was no regular 
legal occupation, they would then stand a chance of becoming the Church of the 
nation. (Hear, hear,) 

The Bishop said when a church would not accommodate all the people (and, as 
Canon Butler had said, they could not get a gallon of water into a pint bottle), it 
was a matter of great difficulty. It was not right, it was not lawful that a man 
should say, ** I sit in a certain pew, and nobody else shall,'* and yet that was done 
in some of our churches. He thought the churchwardens ought to keep their eyes 
exceedingly wide open, and stop all flagrant abuses in the Church. 

The most noticeable feature of the discussion at Appleby was a story told of a 
church near Penrith. The pews there had been bought, soM, and let. Several 
had fallen under the dominion of one hero who let his property, and, with a 
modesty and humility quite touching, sat himself in the free seats. Could zeal for 
religion go further ? A faculty was defined by one of the speakers as a dispensation 
or indulgence, similar in character to a Papal dispensation ; that such dispensation 
was outside the law and, indeed, a violation of it, the law really declaring that the 
body of the church was as free to the children of God in a certain parish as the air 
was to the bird and the water to the fish. Faculties ought to be revoked, and, as 
the speaker believed, might be revoked universally. Faculties must be attacked, 
and although men's pride and selfishness might be dealt with, the task is rendered 
one of tenfold difficulty when these have obtained a quasi^legal sanction by the 
existence of such documents. The Bishop having given his permission, our pub- 
lications were distributed amongst the audience. 

The general tone of public feeling in the diocese, as represented by the utterances' 
at these Conferences, is decidedly favourable to non-appropriation of seats. But 
something more than this is requisite, as it appears from some statistics contained 
in the Bishop's Charge, which we print elsewhere, that the diocese of Carlisle is 
almost at the bottom of the list as regards church accommodation. 

St. Martin's, Birmingham.— The ancient parish church of Birmingham has 
recently been rebuilt, but we regret to say that the opportunity of making the seats 
entirely free and unappropriated has been lost, as will be seen from the following* 
advertisement, which has been inserted in the Birmingham Daily Bost ; — 

ST. MARTIN'S CHURCH.-— Parishioners, Members of the present Coneregation, and others 
desirous of having SITTINGS allotted to them in the newly-restored church must make applica- 
tion in writing (stating how many Sittings required) to the undersigned not later than the 20th 
instant. 

JOHN GOUGH, St. Martin's Lane, ? rv„^i,^^rrl*»n« 
W. W. RIDDELL, Temple Row, . \ Churchwardens. 
N.B. —A large number of Sittings will be free and unappropriated. 
June 3, 1875. 

According to the recently published ** History of Old St. Martin's, Birmingham," 
" the shameful sale of reserved seats in a parish church was put an end to " by 
Dr. Miller (then Rector of St. Martin's, now Vicar of Greenwich) **by simply 
reverting to the common law as destructive of any supposed proprietary rights. 
It is a pity that the present churchwardens cannot see their way to a further exten- 
sion of the work begun by the late Vicar and make the seats entirely free and 
unappropriated. We hope to give some extracts relating to pews from Mr. 
Bunce's "History" in our next number. 

The Free and Open System amongst the Congregationalists. —The 
Tabernacle, in Penn Street, Bristol, which has been closed for reseating, repairs, 
&c., has been reopened for public worship. All the seats are free and unappro- 
priated. — Christian World, 
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Statistics of Church Accommodation. — In the Charge which he has just 
delivered to his Clergy the Bishop of Carlisle gives the following table, showing the 
distribution of accommodation for Divine Worship. There are ten sittings in the 
diocese of— 



Persons, 

Norwich, for ....... 22 

Hereford 23 

Bath& Wells) 

Salisbury J ^ 

Oxford 25 

Peterborough ....... 27 

Exeter . . ....... 29 

Ely 30 

Chichester . ^ 

Lincoln . . > 31 

Sodor and Man I 

Gloucester and Bristol .... 32 

Canterbury 33 

St. Asaph 37 



Persons. 

St. David's 37 

Bangor 38 

Winchester 43 

Lichfield 44 

Rochester) g 

Worcester) ^ 

York 47 

Chester 49 



Manchester 
Llandaff 
Ripon . 
London ) 
Carlisle j 
Durham 



59 
66 

67 



Illegal Pew Letting. — ^it appears from the recently-published "Twenty- 
seventh Report of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for England," that during the 
year ending November the 1st, 1874, seventy-one districts have been constituted 
or assigned under the designation of either district chapelries, consolidated chapel- 
ries, particular districts, districts, new parishes, and districts under " the Parish 
of Manchester Division Act, 1850." We also learn from the Report that during 
the same period scales of pew-rents have been assigned to six churches only. As 
we intend to refer at length to the extraordinary disproportion which exists 
between the number of newly-assigned districts and the number -of churches where 
the levying of pew-rents has been legally authorized, we shall content ourselves for 
the present with simply calling attention to the facts. The following table gives 
the particulars of the churches for which scales of pew-rents have been fixed. 



Name of Church. 


Amount of 
Pew-rents. 


To whom 
Assigned. 


Date of 
Instrument. 


St Paul's, Qiftonville, Margate . 
St Jude's, South Kensington . . 
St. Luke's, South Kensington . . 
Christ Church, Mitcham .... 
St. Paul's, Paddington .... 
St. Paul's, New Southgate . . . 


lOl/. 

22 11/. 
1184/. 

229/. 

413/. 

381/. 


To Minister. 


Jan. 8, 1874. 
May 21, 1874. 
Dec. 4, 1873. 
May 21, 1874. 
Dec. 18, 1873. 
Feb. 10, 1874. 



We do not say that pew letting is unauthorized at all churches opened within 
the year and not found in this list, as scales may have been fixed subsequently, 
but at any rate there is a case for further inquiry. 

A Sailor's Church. — The seamen of the mercantile marine are not apt to 
have much money in their pockets, except immediately after being paid off from 
their ships — a time when they generally try to reach their friends inshore— and 
are not therefore likely to be attending a Sailors' Church built near the docks for 
the use of those who are residing on shipboard and at the Sailors' Homes. Yet, 
the Missions to Seamen's Society has been enriched during the past year by 
the sum of ;£'95 I2J., being an average of i8j. 9^. at each Sunday morning and 
evening offertory throughout the year, at the St. Michael's Sailor's Church, Swan- 
sea. This little church accommodates only 400 seamen and their families, and is 
entirely free and open to them, a Scripture Reader attending at the door to welcome 
sailors, and to show them the places in the Prayer and Hymn Books, with which 
he supplies them. The Society is thus freed from all charge as to church expenses 
and occasional clerical assistance to their chaplain. 
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"The ToumsT's Church Guide. Second year, 1875. Edited by J. Came 
Waram." (London: Church Printing Company, Burleigh Street, W.C.) 

The appearance of Mr. Waram*s Guid€^ which we suppose may now. be 
looked upon as a " hardy annual " (having survived its first year), is a pleasant 
reminder that the holiday season is approaching. It gives the hours of service in 
most of the churches in England, some in Wales, Scotland, Ireland, the Channel 
Islands, and on the Continent, where the Holy Communion is celebrated weekly, 
whether the seats are free, and whether the church is open for private prayer, 
besides particulars of the music and ritual In the diocese of London about 210 
churches are enumerated in a separate division ; 1 100 in different parts of England 
and Wales ; 50 in Scotland ; 10 in Ireland ; 2 in the Channel Islands ; and 70 on 
the Continent. The book i« very neatly got up, exceedingly portable, and it is 
published at the very modest price of eightpence. To those who are in the 
nabit of making their holidays more of holydays than they are able to do in this 
busy hard-working age, the Tourisfs Church Guide will be of very great service. 
We recollect reading in a review of a Guide to the Daily Prayers in England^ 
Scotland^ and Wales, published by Mr. Masters, in 1849, an anecdote of a lady 
and gentleman who in arranging their wedding tour, determined that their resting- 
place every evening should only be in such a situation as might enable them to 
attend daily prayers. They kept their resolution with ease. Should there be 
any like-minded persons at the present day, they will have reason to be grateful 
to Mr. Waram. 

We have not specially looked for errors, and the Editor does not claim to be 
infallible.' One, however, met our eye in the very first line of the book. The 
second evensong at St. Paul's Cathedral, at 8 o'clock, is omitted. 



SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS RECEIVED FROM MAY SxH, TO 
JUNE 5TH, 1875. 



Adams, W. B. E., Esq. . . . o 

Arthy, J. C, Esq. . . . . o 

Baskett, Charles K, Esq. . . o 

Brassey, Albert, Esq. (Life V. P. Sub.) at 
Burrows, Rev. Prebendary (Offertory 
at Chnst Church, Albany Street, at 

Anniversary Service, zith May) . 4 

C^ameron, John, Esq . . . • z 
Davies, Rev. T. L. O. . . .0 

Dawson, Rev. William . . . x 

Drake, Miss O. T o 

Ensor, Rev. F z 

Fenton, J., Esq. . . . . o 

Gibson, E^ Esq o 

Hannam, Henry J., Esq. . . • . z 



M. d. 

S o 



Heales, Major, f*.S.A. 
Tones, C. C, Esq. . 
Kennard, Adam, Esq. 
King, Rev. Canon 
Lightfoot, Rev. Canon 
Meynell, Godfrey F., Esq. 
Moysey, H. G., Esq. 
Parsons, James, Elsq. 
Pritt, Rev. F. D. . , 
Selfe,J. H. J.,Esq. . . 
Smith, H. A Wyatt, Esq. 
Smith, Rev. H. Fielding . 
Templetowni C^neraJ 

G.C.B 

Vincent, J. L., Esq. 



Viscount, 
(Don.) 



£ *• d. 



3 3 



050 
o zo o 
050 

550 

050 

500 



The Editor of the Free and Open Church Advocate will be greatly obliged 
by friends of the movement sending him notes of progress^ 6*f., for pMicaiion, 
Copies of the Advocate for gratuitous circulation locally will be sent in return. 

Issued by authority of the Council of the London Free and Open Church 
Association. Copies may be had gratuitously on application to the Secretary, 
25, Norfolk Street, Strand, W.C, or will be sent for One Year to any address 
on receipt of Eighteen Penny Stamps, 

Cheques and Post-office Orders in aid of the Funds of the Association should be 
made payable to the Treasurer, Edward M. Courtney, Esq. Cheques crossed 
" Union BaNk of London.? 



GILBBRT AND RIVINGTON, PRIMTBR5, ST. JOHN S SQUARB, LONDON. 
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Being the Monthly Paper of the London Free and Open Church Association. 




Vol. II. JULY 15TH, 1875. No. 43, 

TTENTION was directed in the last number of the 
Advocate to the remarkable discrepancy which exists 
between the number of new districts constituted by the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners, and the number of churches 
to which scales of pew rents have been assigned. We 
remarked that during the year ending November last seventy-one 
new districts or parishes were constituted, whilst only six scales of 
pew-rents were granted. It cannot for one moment be maintained 
that pew-rents were introduced into six churches only during the 
above-mentioned period, and many of our readers can doubtless 
with a little trouble call to mind more than that number amongst the 
churches with which they are personally acquainted. Without ex-» 
ceeding the bounds of moderation, it may be said that in the majority 
of churches erected under the various Church Building Acts, pew-, 
rents are levied without the sanction of the law. Those Acts, it 
must be recollected, do not directly empower churchwardens to let 
pews, they simply enable the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, with the; 
sanction of the Bishop of the Diocese, to permit a certain number 
of seats to be let, and at certain rents. No limits are placed upon 
the Commissioners' powers with respect to the amount of the rents, 
but the Acts invariably, we think, state that not less than a certain 
number of sittings shall be free. The New Parishes Act, 1856, for 
instance, provides that not less than half shall be free, and " it shall 
be shown to the satisfaction of the said Commissioners that the said 
free sittings will, with respect to position and convenience, be as. 
advantageously situated as those for which a rent may be fixed and 
reserved." Such, then, is " the law " to which our opponents are sq 
fond of appealing, and it miay be taken for granted that in every 
church of a " New Parish " (as defined by the above-named Act) 
something is amiss unless one-half at least of the seats, as divided by 
an imaginary line down the centre of the building, are " free." 

We do not, of course, bring forward these facts to induce church- 
wardens who are now acting illegally to place themselves in the right, 
and we are quite certain that our words will have no such effect, for 
a very good reason. The " half-and-half " system is eminently un- 
favourable to pew-letting, inasmuch as it diminishes not only the total 
number of sittings available, but it also seriously limits the area of 
choice and. cuts off a large number of "front seats," and eligible 
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" corners," and your pew-renter is fanciful on these points. Beyond 
the abstract principle that we are all, as good subjects, interested in 
seeing that the laws of our country are obeyed, we do not care in the 
least whether pew-rents are levied legally or illegally. We declare 
the entire system to be bad, but it is perfectly intolerable that a selfish 
minority should appropriate in this high-handed fashion even the very 
slender portion accorded to us by the cold and precise statute law. 

The only remedy for the present state of things is public opinion, 
and signs are not wanting that a change in this respect is slowly, but 
surely being brought about. People are beginning to see that the 
pew system is not a vital Church principle, but we detect no signs of 
the abatement of the rigour with which the Ecclesiastical Com- 
missioners administer their numerous Acts of Parliament The New 
Parishes Act only empowers the Commissioners to impose a scale of 
pew-rents, " if it shall appear to them that sufficient funds cannot be 
provided from other sources, biU not otherwise^ They are not com- 
pelled to convert exactly one-half of the sittings into pews, they niay 
allot one-third, one-fourth, or any proportion they choose, being only 
bound, as we have already observed, to take care " that one-half part 
at least of the whole number of pews or sittings in such church shall 
be free sittings." Further, there is a clause in the Act by which the 
instrument authorizing pew-rents may be cancelled under certain 
circumstances, but in one case which came under our notice, an ap- 
plication under this clause was peremptorily rejected, although the 
pew system was shown to have been an utter failure in the church in 
question. We do not impute blame to the Commissioners ; they are 
simply acting, as they think, in obedience to the popular voice, but 
we fear that it will take some time to break down the traditions of the 
Department, and to convince the Commissioners that a more liberal 
interpretation of their statutes would be vastly beneficial to the 
Church. 

The London Free and Open Church Association. — The ordinary 
Monthly Meeting of the Executive Council was held on Wednesday 
evening, the 7th inst., at the rooms of the Association, 25, Norfolk 
Street, Strand. 

Present — The Right Hon. Earl Nelson (President) in the Chair ; 
Rev. W. H. Browne ; Alfred Buckley, Esq. ; C. Graham Carttar, Esq. ; 
Edward M. Courtney, Esq. (Treasurer) ; Octavius L. Hills, Esq. ; 
E. C. Ireland, Esq. ; F. H. Rooke, Esq. ; and Henry Sutton, Esq. 

The Treasurer reported that the balance at the bank was ;£^94 5 J. 6//. 
in favour of the Association. Bills amounting to ^^88 5^. 3//. were 
passed for payment. 

On the motion of Mr. Ireland, seconded by Mr. Courtney, Mr. 
Buckley was unanimously elected Chairman of the Council for the 
present year. 

Among other matters, it was reported that Rugby Parish Church 
was about to be restored, and that efforts would be made by local 



Digitized by 



Google 



The Free and Open Church Advocate. 175 

friends to get it declared free. The Secretary was instructed to 
render every assistance and arrange for a Public Meeting in the town 
if necessary. 

It was also reported that a correspondence was proceeding in a 
local paper with reference to the state of the Parish of Islington, 
and the small amount of free accommodation in the existing churches, 
and that probably further action would shortly be taken in the 
matter. 



Islington. — Canon Miller hardly displayed his usual discretion when, in the 
course of a speech in Convocation, he cited Islington as a specimen of "Evan- 
gelical activity." The expression was immediately taken up by some of the 
Church papers, and a correspondent of the Church Times supplied a report of a 
series of visits to many of the churches in the parish, nearly all of which are pew- 
rented. This was followed by a series of letters in the Church Review, descriptive 
of the spiritual condition of Islington, by the Rev, A. Lendrum. The matter has 
also found its way into the local papers, and, under the title of " Evangelical 
Islington Impaled," a very able letter, signed "Busy Bee," appears in the North 
Metropolitan Press of the 3rd instant, special prominence being given to the 
principle of free and open churches There is, of course, a theological aspect of 
the question, but upon this we do not desire to enter, as it would be foreign to our 
purpose. It will not, however, be out of place to remark that, in his evidence 
before the Ritual Commission, the Vicar of Islington, the Rev. Canon Wilson, 
stated that he had only 300 communicants at his church, although the district con- 
tained, according to the census of 187 1, no less than 16,624 inhabitants. 

There are, within the limits of the ancient parish of Islington, thirty-two parish 
churches and missions, as well as the Bishop of Calcutta's Memorial Hall, fur- 
nishing, in all, accommodation for 35,386 worshippers. The figures are taken 
from McukesotCs Guide, supplemented by information obtained from other sources. 
The population of the parish was, according to the last census, 213,749, and, 
assuming it to have increased at the same rate as that exhibited during 1861-71 it 
will now have reached 237,109. Dividing this by the number of sittings, we find 
that there are rather less than ten sittings to every sixty-six inhabitants, which is 
just the average for the whole of the Diocese of London, as may be seen from 
a tablfe which we published last month. So that, in the matter of church accom- 
modation, Islington is no better off than the diocese at large, and we must point 
out that London is, with the exception of Durham, the worst in the kingdom. 
There are only three churches in the parish absolutely free, viz., St. Saviour's, 
Highbury, St. James the Apostle, Prebend Street (which was consecrated a few 
weeks back), and St. James' Mission Chapel, RosemjLry Street. There are no pew- 
rents at St. John the Baptist's, Cleveland Road, Holloway, and the same system 
prevails at St. Clement's, Barnsbury, where all the seats are free the moment the 
bell stops. The seats in the Memorial Hall are also free, but this is only a 
licensed place of worship, and is, we believe, used for secular purposes when 
not required for Divine service. 

It must be confessed that our principles have made very little way in Islington. 
One reason for this may be found in the intense conservatism of the place. So 
passionately do they keep to the old paths that ** no changes have taken place in the 
mode of conducting public worship in the parish of Islington for 100 years, or for 
95 years at least," to quote the Vicar's evidence before the Ritual Commission. 
It is true that the Rev. Canon Wilson was on the same occasion "sorry to say th^ 
free sittings were few," and when asked whether he had any service at which, by con- 
sent of the seat-holders, all the seats were thrown open, he replied, ** I attempted 
it at one time, but I was obliged to drop it, it gave so much offence to the seat- 
holders." We do not, however, forget that when the Association held a meeting 
at Islington in November, 1873, ^^^ Vicar wrote the following note to the 
Secretary : — 
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"The Rev. Daniel Wilson present* hi& complimentt to Mr. Veraon, and begs to sute that he 
does not approve of the Soaety tp which he belongs as Secretary, and objects to any public 
meeting being held in his parish in iU favour." . 

It was also stated by a correspondent of the Church Times some weeks ago that 
pressure was put upon the tradespeople of the neighbourhood to induce them to 
remove our handbills from their windows. But the opposition to the movement 
has, in some cases, assumed a more practical form, as tne Rev. A. Lendrum has 
well shown in his letters to the Church Review, In the number for May 29 last 
he sajrs : — 

"When it was proposed by the Rev. W. D. Morrice to build a free and open church for the 
benefit of the residents on his estate of Aberdeen Park, every possible opposition was offered to 
his scheme bodi by the Vicar of Islington and by the Rev. W. J. Chapman [Vicar of Christ 
Church, Highbury], of whose district the said estate then formed a part. Had it liot been for the 
Private Patronage Act, under which the church was eventually built, this proprietor would have 
been defeated in his purpose to provide spiritual privileges for those who looked to him for this 
advantage. ^ To enable nim to overcome the opposition he was under the necessity of restricting 
the boundaries of the district to his own estate, although at the time of the erection of the church 
it contained a population of not more than five hundred. Again, an offer was made, not many 
years ago, by a gentleman, to the late Rev. C. W. Edmonstone, of St. John's, Upper HoUoway, 
to erect a church in his district on condition that it should, be free and unappropriated ; but- such 
a thing could not be allowed. At a meeting of the clergy of the parish Mr. Edmonstone was 
advised to reject the offer, on thejground that it would establish a very objectionable precedent— 
a precedent the result of which might be the subversion of the existing order of things in Isling- 
ton ! The offer being thus rejected, the plan was, of necessity, abandoned. And what is the 
result f Three Dissenting meeting-houses now occupv the district which would, in part, have 
been provided for by this church ; and the people have not even the choice between them and a 
place of worship of the Rev. Daniel Wilson type. The ver^ excellent site intended for the church 
IS now, or at least was when I last saw it, occupied by an iron meeting-house belonging to the 
sect of Independents." 

According to the Vicar there are 500 free seats at the parish church. We do 
not know where they all are, but we do know that those in the body of the church 
afford the most wretched accommodation for worshippers, offering in this respect a 
marked contrast to the comfortable and cushioned "pews." The state of things 
is described by Mr, Lendrum in the Church Review of May 22nd last : — 

"On the evening of the zpth Sunday after Trinity, X869, I went to the parish church, accom- 
panied by a clerical friend. We entered the church at ten minutes before the hour of service, and 
found it all but empty. The scant provision, however, made for the poor in die centre passage, 
consisting of ten or twelve benches, capable of holding only two in each, were all filled before we 
entered ; and we turned into the free seats under the west gallery. A description of these will be 
both interesting and edifyring. It was a curious little enclosure, separated entirely from the more 
fashionable portions of the church. The board which formed the seat was from eight to nine 
inches wide ! Happily, we were prevented from slipping off by the back of the preceding seat, 
which was so close to us that we were obliged to keep our knees wide apart, and when we 
knelt during the prayers, we underwent no ordinary penance. It did seem as if the architect had 
received strict injunctions so to arrange these seats that if the position of reverence were assumed 
^d, b^r the way, we were the only persons who attempted to obey the directions of the Prayer 
Book), it could not fail to result in uneasy and painful sensations. These seats are, at least, well 
calculated to impress upon the woricing classes and the poor that they are not worthy to enter into 
God's house unless prepared to ocoupy a back and hidden position, and that accompanied with no 
small amount of bodily suffering." 

Mr. Lendrum then tells us how a workman, accompanied by his wife and child, 
entered the church, how they were repeatedly passed over by the pew-opener, 
whilst those " in goodly apparel " were selected to be shown into the unoccupied 
Seats, and how after some time the man turned round and went out of the church. 
Those whq are familiar with pewed churches know that repulses of this kind are 
exceedingly common, " Evangelical activity " to the contrary notwithstanding. 

St, Martin's, Birmingham.— We briefly alluded in our last number to Mr. 
Bunce's history of this church. Amongst the parish books which the author has 
examined is one knQWn as ** The Town Book," which commences in 1676. It 
contains numerous entries relating to pews, of which the following will serve as 
examples : — 

June y ^ 1676 Receaved then of M' Hurse for his wifes seat ... dd. 

Reed of Thomas Day for William Edgleys place \ a 

July 3x Reed of Richard Bellingsley for his wifes place being the widow Bakers . 

5**^^°^***'y^*'*'^^^°*'*»«*' Mother Alice Graves place .... 
S<pt x8 Reed of Richard Lewis for to reserve his wifes place . 
19 Reed of Tobit Manwaring for his wifes place . 
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The majority of the entries refer to pews and seats for women, and the usual 
rent is 4^. per annum. In 1784, as we learn from the vestry books, the church 
was reopened after some repairs, made under a faculty granted by the Bishop of 
the Diocese, enabling the authorities to sell as many seats as they could, and to let 
at an annual rent those which remained unsold. The ponderous boxes which dis> 
figured the church for so long were put up at this time. Though the pews remained 
to the end the right to them was abolished, but it was exercised most rigorously 
for a great many years. Old inhabitants remember the pews labelled with their 
owner's names, and carefully locked up, lest any unauthorized person— a Christian 
unattached, for instance — should happen to get into them. An entry in the vestry 
book of 1787 explains, perhaps, the cause of this extreme jealousy. There 
appears to have been a great quarrel between a Mr. Joseph Chattaway and a Mr. 
Harris, the organist, as to the right of sitting in his pew in the organ gallery. As 
the pews meant rent, and rent meant money in pocket, they fought the question 
out. Finally the seat was adjudged to Mr. Chattaway, and the vestry thereupon 
ordered " that Mr. Joseph Chattaway shall have a key to go into the organ loft, 
and a door put up to his seat there, at the expense of Mr. Harris, which expense 
to be defrayed by the churchwardens out of the organist's salary." Poor Mr. 
Harris ! let us hope he revenged himself by playing out of time and tune ! 
Another illustration of the pew traffic is furnished by an advertisement which 
oppeared in a local paper in 1812 : — 

St. Martin's Church —To be let (on lease, if desired), the most distinguished pew in this 
church, late in the occupation of S. T. Galton, Esq., in front of the Gallery directly opposite the 
Pulpit. Apply to Mr. James Bellamy, 18, Whittall Street. 

Mr. Bellamy was one of the churchwardens, so that the transaction was no 
doubt considered quite regular. Mr. Bunce also notes an act of vandalism com- 
mitted in 1772, when the churchwardens of the day were authorized ** to remove 
the font from the place where it stands in the chancel, and to make a seat for 
themselves in place of the font." They did it. A small sitting-room, lofty, 
canopied and garnished with carving, shut in by festoons of drapery, and guarded 
by brass-railing, arose in the ** place of the font," it being so arranged that while 
the churchwardens, unless they drew the curtains and went to sleep, could be seen 
by all the people, they themselves could not see the officiating minister during the 
most important part of the service. This marvellous erection remained until the 
restoration of the tower and spire about twenty years ago, and will doubtless be 
recollected by many residents in the town. 

Mr. Bunce's work is embellished with chrofflo-lithographs from drawings by 
Mr. Allen E. Everitt, thus forming an accurate record of the condition of the 
church previous to its demolition and rebuilding. The example thus set is one 
which we would gladly see more generally followed j although at first sight the 
hideous churchwardenism from which tlie building has suffered might seem to 
merit nothing but oblivion. Posterity, however, will be glad to know what a 
town Parish Church of the middle of the nineteenth century was like, and Mr. 
Everitt's drawings will enable them to do so even to the minutest detail. 

Church Building in Marylebone.— Sixty years ago such questions as the 
best mode of accommodating worshippers, the necessity of providing space for 
kneeling, and the proper arrangement of seats in a church, were not much thought 
of. It is, however, interesting to find that they were not altogether lost sight of, as 
the following extract will show. It is taken from a work entitled ** Some Account 
of the proposed Improvements of the Western part of London, by the formation of 
Regent's Park, &c." By J. White, 1815. "The arrangement of the seats for 
the proper accommodation of a congregation in our churches deserves great 
attention. A greater number of persons can certainly be seated on benches than 
in pews ; but they cannot kneel comfortably in a less space than two feet nine 
inches for the interior width of the seat or pew. Undoubtedly either fixed seats 
or pews are better than moveable forms, behches, or chairs, as used in the Catholic 
churches, for the unpleasant noise in drag^ng them about is a great interruption 
to a serious service. In theatres, where there is no necessity for kneeling, such 
an arrangement of seats as is used in the pit is commodious enough ; but it surely 
cannot be applicable to devotional service, and would not have been mentioned 
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here had not such a scheme of fitting up the proposed church, in Mary-le-bone, 
been mentioned. If pews are adopted, there should be much attention paid to 
their being so contrived that the congregation should look one way as much as 
possible, which can never be accomplished if the pulpit and reading desk are in 
one part of the church, and the altar is in another, which is frequently the case, 
especially in our cathedrals." The same work from which the foregoing extract 
is taken gives an instance of the painful apathy with regard to church building 
which was in existence about a century ago. Mr. White says, ' * The parish of 
St Mary-Ie-bone lost, about the year 1770, a valuable site o{ ground offered 
them by the late Mr. Portman for a church, who coiiditioned to give them the 
' present burial-ground in Paradise Street, for nothing, if they buWt the church ; if 
they did not build.it they were to pay £3000 : they did pay the >f3000. The late 
Duke of Portland about the same time liberally offered ^5000 towards building 
a church where Harley Street now is, and his offer was also lost to the parish." 

Fees v. Offerings. — The Chancellor of the Diocese of Chester, the Rev. 
Canon Espin, took occasion the other day, in the course of an application to 
authorize certain ecclesiastical fees, to make some remarks on the subject of fees 
for churchings. The Rev. Canon said that he liad never authorized the imposing 
of any fee for the ofHce of churching. It seemed to him a very hard case if a poor 
woman could not offer her thanks to God in a solemn way without first paying 
is. 6d. to the minister or clerk. The rubric in the Book of Common Prayer ruled 
that a woman **must offer accustomed offerings;" but he had no doubt that the 
spirit of that rubric was that the offering should be left to the free will of the 
person who returned thanks. He had never for many years in his own church 
allowed a fee to be demanded ; and he found that he had received more when 
leaving the offerings to the free will of the i:)eople than when there was a fixed fee. 

Free and Open Churches. — This question was discussed at a recent meeting 
of the South Berks District Union of the E.C.U., when the Rev. T. T. Caiter 
advocated the making of seats free and unappropriated, and said that the Church 
will never be considered the Church of the people till the Church is perfectly free 
and open. The pew system kept up social distractions, and what he may call the 
heresy of class life. Rev. E. Hoskins agreed with Mr. Carter, but said that if we 
had free and open churches we must divide the sexes. It would be simply keeping 
up an old custom. Any- one in the habit of visiting a London church would 
agree with him in that. Then came the objection — How are you to provide for 
the income of the parish priest who has been dependent upon pew-rents ? He 
believed that the offertory would be greater than the income from the pews. The 
poor would not push themselves forward, and the danger of appropriation would 
only be apprehended from the rich. Rev. J. Henly said he was curate some 
years ago of a free and open church in London, and it was attended by the highest 
nobility down to the poorest persons. The lower middle class had been lost to the 
Church by the pew system. Mr. H. B. Blandy said it was not an easy thing in 
towns to get out of some limited appropriation. It would be desirable, if it could 
be done, to get rid of every appropriation. The Rev. T. T. Carter then moved, 
and the Rev. D. Hoskins seconded : — " That it is exceedingly desirable, wherever 
possible, to get rid of the system of appropriation of pews in churches." The Rev. 
S. M. Scroggs supported the motion, and it was carried unanimously.. 

Bracklev, North ants. — The Anniversary of the reopening as a free 
church of the Parish Church of Brackley, of which the Archdeacon of Northampton 
is Vicar, was celebiated on S. Peter's Day. There was an early celebration at eight 
o'clock. Morning Prayer at 11 ; Evening Prayer at 3.30, with a Sermon by Rev. R. 
Livingstone, Vicar of Aigburth, Liverpool. After service there was a public 

fathering of the parishioners of Brackley at tea, provided in a tent in the Vicarage 
elds ; 650 inhabitants sat down, and passed a very enjoyable evening. 

"Our Poorer Brethren." — It has frequently been remarked that the occu- 
pants of the "free seats " are held in somewhat low estimation by those who sit in 
their " own pews." So far, however, as we are aware, it has not hitherto been laid 
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to their charge that they are persons specially liable to commit a breach of the 
eighth commandment Yet such must have been the opinion of the Duke of 
Chandos, for when he rebuilt the church at Little Stanmore, adjacent to his 
mansion of Canons, he caused the Prayer-books to be chained to the pews set apart 
for the use of the poorer parishioners. Many of them were to be found in their 
original position in 1849, as we learn from Some Account of the Parish of Little 
Stanmore^ published in that year by the then vicar, the Rev. B. J. Armstrong. 
"Whether they still remain, or whether the "poorer parishioners" have justified 
the suspicion of their honesty by taking away the volumes in question, we are not 
in a position to say. 

The, Pew System and Disestablishment. — ^There is another ganger as 
alarming perhaps as the former one, we mean the indisposition of the members of 
the Church itself to promote needful reforms .... It must be constantly observed 
by those who look somewhat below the surface of Church life in our Parishes, that 
there is often a selfish indifference to the public good in comparison with the way 
in which private and selfish ends are pursued. We sh'all only notice one instance 
of this, and we think it is the principal one ; we mean th^ rigid appropriation of 
pews and seats of the Parish Church by a portion of the parishioners, to the 
exclusion of those who are uninfluential or too dependent or poor to assert a similar 
claim. In some quarters attention is now being loudly called to this weak point 
of our Church system, and we may mention two Bishops, among others, those of 
Peterborough and Ely, who have recently vindicated the equaf right of Churchmen 
to the free occupation of the area of the church. In some of the high places of 
their dioceses they have boldly proclaimed the injustice of the pew monopoly as 
opposed to the law of the land and the law of the Church, but it must be confessed 
that their doctrine on this point has fallen like seed by the wayside, or in stony 
places ; and what episcopal charges fail to accomplish can hardly be looked for 
from the efforts of individual parish priests. We can point to one instance indeed, 
where on the material restoration of the church the Vicar insisted on its being 
made free to all the parishioners alike, and as the church was too small to admit at 
one time all the. church-going people of the parish, the claim he set up for the 
general rights was irresistible, and an example has thus been set of a remarkable 
kind — of the benefits conferred by the free system in a social, moral, and religions 
point of view. Not only has a stop been put to the increase of Dissent for the 
time to come, as ifar as men dissented from the Church because they were denied a 
place in it, but many who left years ago from this cause have shown a disposition 
to return. The popularity of the movement is beyond all question, as evinced 
by a well-filled area formerly occupied by private ** pews," which excluded all but 
a few usurpers, and gave full admittance to personal conceit and selfishness .... 
We think U is undeniable that when a man sees his neighbour with no greater 
claim than his own in possession of a **pew" large enough for himself and his 
family, while he is compelled to find shelter in an adjoining meeting-house, such 
a man must inevitably become indifferent to a National Church which allows of the 
perpetration of this injustice, and the same may be said, although in a less degree, 
of those who are admitted indeed into the church, but have seats allotted to them 
in the aisles, and in dark, cold, and windy comers. ' The occupiers of baized and 
cushioned "pews/* may fancy that these outcasts are contented because they are 
too poor to assert a right which the law of God and their own consciousness assure 
them they possess. But let us suppose the country agitated by the question of 
Disestablishment and Disendowment, and can we then imagine that the excluded 
Churchman who has become a Dissenter, or the humble Churchman who has 
remained a worshipper in the Church by sufferance, in painful proximity to his 
well-pewed and more fortunate neighbours, will be zealous to avert the impending 
doom. In the near prospect of the elective franchise being conferred on the great 
mass of the common people, it seems but the dictate of prudence, to say nothing of 
the cause of Christ, that these masses should be gained to the side of the National 
Church, by having an equal interest in its temples and their services. — From 
** Disestablishmefit and Disendmvmenty By the Rev. Henry Burgess^ Vicar of St. 
Andreiih^ Whittlesey, Longmans^ 1875. 
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Lady-Collectors at Church.— It is stated in a work entitled "The Bir- 
mingham General Hospital and Triennial Musical Festivals " that in 1768 the 
Countess of Dartmoath and the Countess of Aylesford stood at the door of 
St Philip's Church, where the Festivals were held for many years, to receive con- 
tributions for the benefit of the charity* 

The Public Worship Act and the Offertory.— A country churchwarden 
writes to a local paper to the effect that he has some thoughts of proceeding 
against his vicar for not having the offertory. In the present instance the threat is 
probably dictated rather by dislike of the parson than by zeal for the offertory 
system. We need hardly say that we should greatly deprecate any such means of 
forcing th^ offertory upon a congregation, prererring to leave it to time and the 
gradual awakening of the public conscience. Doubts have also been expressed as 
to whether the offertory bag is the l^al equivalent of the "decent bason " of the 
rubric. 



The Press. — We have to thank the editors of the following newspapers for 
notices of the Advocate and of the work of the Association : — Morning Post, 
Kensington News, Grantham yournal, Church Review, Hastings and St. I^onar<Vs 
Advertiser, Leicester Journal, St. Pancras Guardian, Northampton Herald, Somer- 
set County Herald, London Mirror, and the Holloway Press, 
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|N the last number of the Advocate we attempted to show 
that the Ecclesiastical Commissioners were in the habit 
of straining the sense of Acts of Parliament in favour of 
the pew system, and that whilst the law is in many cases 
permissive, the Commissioners interpret it as obligatory. 
We are reminded by some passages in the evidence given before the 
Committee on the Public Worship Facilities Bill of another practice of 
the Commissioners which is not so widely known as it should be. 

Most persons are, we suppose, aware that the Ecclesiastical Com- 
missioners are also the statutory representatives of the old Church 
Building Commission, which came to an end in 1856-7. The 
latter body was called into existence by the 58 Geo. III. cap. 45, 
for the purpose of administering a sunj of j^ 1,000, 000 voted by 
Parliament for the erection of churches. The grant was intended as 
a sort of thankofFering for the Peace of 1815. A further sum of 
;^5oo,ooo was voted in 1824, and the Commission was prolonged 
from time to time, until, as we have already stated, it terminated in 
1856-7, when it was absorbed by the Ecclesiastical Commission. 
Although the old body was defunct, the funds which it was created 
to administer were not quite exhausted, and a few pounds passed 
into the hands of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners. One would 
naturally suppose that this money was spent long ago, and that the 
old Church Building Acts were absolutely extinct. It was, however, 
quickly seen that so long as the money lasted, the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners as the representatives of the old body would be in a 
position to make grants for church building, and thus bring the 
parishes so assisted under the purview of the pew-letting clauses of 
the old Acts. The problem then was to make the fund inherited 
from the Church Building Commissioners a permanent fund, and so 
to arrange matters that grants might be made, and yet the fund 
should never grow less — to convert it, in fact, into a sort of Fortu- 
natus' Purse. The manner in which this was brought about was highly 
ingenious, and, regarded from an abstract point of view,. reflects the 
greatest credit upon the inventive powers of the originator. A system 
of "nominal grants" was introduced, that is to say, a sum was 
" granted " on the understanding that it must not be asked for, and 
it would not be paid. The motitis operandi was stated very clearly by 
Mr. Pringle, Secretary to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, in his 
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evidence before the recent Committee on Mr. Salt's BilL Replying 
to Mr. Beresford Hope, he stated that the Commissioners " make 
nominal giants for certain statutory piurposes ; they make a grant of 
>^5, it might be 5^. if the special fund got low. The Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners inherited a small fund from the Church Building 
Commissioners, which they never allow to run completely dry, in 
order to enable them to make what are called nominal grants in aid 
of the building of churches, for the purpose of qualifying churches to 
come under their powers of approving a legal scale of pew-rents." 
Mr. Pringle further stated that such grants were made for no other 
purpose than that which he mentioned, and that when a "" nominal 
grant " has been made, the Commissioners are enabled to approve a 
scale of pew-rents. Being asked whether the fimd was a capitalized 
sum or a remainder, he replied that it was a remainder, which will 
never be allowed to become wholly exhausted. 

It will, we think, be admitted that this is excessively — ^well, we will 
say — " clever," but were we not restrained by the recollection that 
the Ecclesiastical Commission is composed of the highest dignitaries 
pf Church and State, we should not hesitate to caU it by its right 
name. We will content ourselves with simply asking the members 
of that 'Commission whether such a manifest evasion of the law is at all 
worthy of them ? But we are by no means certain that we ought not 
to point out that it is very much like a breach of trust, for the money 
was voted by Parliament to be spent in building churches, and not to 
be kept in hand for an indefinite time. Still less was it intended to 
be retained for such a purpose as that to which it is now applied. 
The Commissioners have however carried matters a step further, in 
their anxiety for the establishment of, pew-rents. The Church 
Building Commissioners were not empowered to aid parishes where 
the population was less than 4000, but the Ecclesiastical Commis- 
sioners had, for instance, no hesitation in making a " nominal grant '' 
to St Jude's, South Kensington, the population of which is only 
1 100. 

Mr. Pringle alludes to " certain statutory purposes,** but it is well 
to ppint out that the preamble of the Act of Geo. III., after setting 
forth that in consequence of the great increase in the population the 
existing churches were quite inadequate to accommodate the inha- 
bitants, goes on to say, "it is therefore necessary that such evil 
should be remedied, and that additional churches .... should be 
erected in such parishes and places, and thatdf certain number of free 
seats should be mcuie therein^ The first object of the statute was then 
to build churches, and the second to provide' free seats. At the 
close of their operations in 1856 the Commissioners had completed 
615 churches, containing accommodation for 599,118 persons, in- 
cluding 357,639 free seats, or considerably more than one-half the 
entire number, a much more liberal provision than that now generally 
made. The spirit of the Church Building Commission has long since 
evaporated, but the Acts are still kept alive by the Ecclesiastical 
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Commissioners (but only by the flimsiest of legal fictions), and are 
now simply used as a pretext for imposing pew-rents. 




|HE Report of the Select Committee on Mr. Salt's Public 
Worship Facilities Bill, which has just been published, 
contains matter of the highest possible interest to 
Churchmen, and forms a fitting pendant to the Lords* 
Report on Spiritual Destitution, in 1858. The recom- 
mendations of the Committee are as follows v — 

(i.) That it is desirable, subject to the control of the Bishop, to make provision 
for additional facilities and opportunities of worship in parishes where — \a) The 
accommodation in the existing churches and chapels is insufficient, {p) Where 
such churches and chapels are inconveniently situated, owing to the shape of the 
^parish, or the growth of new classes of population, or (in the case of large 
parishes) to long distances, {jc) Where weakness, or ill-health, or poverty, and 
consequent inability to procure the help of curates, renders the incumbent unable 
to provide sufficient ministrations, (d) Where persistent and wilful inattention or 
neglect on the part of the incumbent, not already provided for by existing legis- 
lation, calls for the intervention of the diocesan, [e) Where a marked divergence 
of opinion exists between an incumbent and a considerable: number of his 
parishioners with regard to public ministrations in the church. (2. ) That such 
facilities and opportunities should be provided either by way of additional minis* 
trations in existing churches and chapels with the consent of the incumbent, or by 
the opening of additional temporary places of worship, accompanied by the 
licensing of additional clergymen to give the necessary ministrations. (3.) That 
the regulation of such provisions should be vested in the Bishop of the diocese, 
under forms of prcoedure as little onerous and expensive as possible, provided that 
either the Bishop or the parishioners may initiate proceedings. 

The consideration of the various amendments which it was pro- 
posed to introduce into the Bill was not entered upon, on account of 
the late period of the Session, and the Bill was accordingly reported 
to the House without amendment. Thirty-nine witnesses were 
examined, and, as may be easily supposed, the firee and unappro- 
priated system forms the subject of a considerable portion of the 
evidence. Indeed, from our point of view, the most important of 
the " facilities " for public worship is a free and open church, and it 
is needless to say that these principles were very strongly and ably 
insisted upon by Mr. Trelawny Boodle and Mr. Herford, who were 
both examined before the Committee. The evidence and Appendix 
Occupy 346 closely-printed pages, and it is a matter of consider- 
able time and labour to obtain any general notion of the evidence 
upon any particular point, although we must admit that Mr. Salt's 
proposed Draft Report makes up in some degree for the want of a 
detailed analysis and index. In so far, however, as a necessarily 
somewhat cursory perusal of the evidence has enabled us to 
judge, the tendency of opinion is towards greater elasticity and 
fi-eedom in the services of the Church. This is abundantly clear, 
and in cases, too, where there has been obviously no attempt on the 
part of members of the Committee to put "leading" questions ; and 
where the witnesses have, so far as may be seen, given candid and 
honest expres3iop to their opinipns. The statistical inform^tioi^ 
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afibrded by the Report is not so full as that contained in the 
Appendix to the Lords' Report of 1858, but perhaps this is hardly 
to be expected. Some very valuable papers were, however, handed 
in by Mr. Pringle, the Secretary to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, 
giving the number of new districts and parishes constituted since 
November i, 1857. Including forty-one formed under the Parish 
of Manchester Division Act, and three under another local Act, 
the grand total amounts to 1293. If evidence were wanting of 
the vitality, energy, and liberality of the Church of England, it might 
be found in the fact that during the years 1856-75, a sum of nearly 
five millions has been offered by Churchmen to meet grants for 
endowments by the Commissioners. A good deal of ignorance pre- 
vails as to the different classes of statutory cures which can be formed 
through the agency of the Ecclesiastical Commissions, and as to the 
consents necessary to their formation. For the purpose of giving 
information on tiie point, Mr. Pringle supplies a table, which 
would have been more useful had it been drawn up on the model of 
that given by Mr. Beachcroft in his evidence before the Committee 
on the New Parishes Bill in 1856. Amongst the questions 
touched upon in the Report, is the allied right of peers to have 
private chapels, and there appears to be no foundation for the 
common opinion that a nobleman possesses any peculiar privileges 
in this respect We shall, however, return to this interesting Report, 
as there are many features which require a detailed notice. 



The London Free and Open Church Association. — The ordinary 
Monthly Meeting of the Executive Council was held on Wednesday the 4th inst., 
at the rooms of the Association, 25, Norfolk-street, Strand. Present : Alfired 
Buckley, Esq., in the chair; C. Graham Carttar, Es(^, Edward M. Courtney, 
Esq. (Treasurer), E. C. Ireland, Esq., J. Waddon Martyn, Esq., Bowes A. 
Paice, Esq., R. B. Prosser, Esq., J. Mechelen Rogers, Esq., F. H. Rooke, Esq., 
J. L. Vincent, Esq., and J. W. Walter, Esq. 

The Treasurer reported a balance at the bank of ;f 56 7*. 9</'. in favour of the 
Association, and bills amounting to ^87 5x. ^d, were passed for payment as soon 
as funds would permit. 

The' following gentlemen were elected Vice-Presidents of theAssociation — viz. 
Colonel Cartwrifht, Eydon Hall, Banbury ; Charles R. G. Hoare, Esq. ; and the 
Rev. E. Marshall, F.SA., Manor House, Sandford St. Martin. 

It was reported among other matters, that the Legal Committee had again 
given advice with regard to Holy Trinity Church, Amblecote, near Stourbridge, 
and a letter was read from the Vicar thanking the Council for the help rendered 
him for some time past, and stating that since the Church was made free, in the 
face of much exposition from a few parishioners; the congr^;ations had greatly im- 
proved, and there was a larger attendance of artisans and their families. 

A letter was read from the Hon. Secretary of the Association at Rugby, stating 
the course of action he proposed to take in order to ensure the freeing of the 
Parish Church on its restoration. 

The Secretary reported with regret that at Tewkesbury Abbey — where, as had 
been understood and publicly announced some time since, the seats would be 
entirely free upon its restoration— he found on a recent visit, that the chairs placed 
in the nave for temporary use during the progress of the work were for the most 
part numbered and appropriated to individuals. 
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• Convocation and the Offertory. — An interesting debate on the rubrics 
relating to the offertory took place at the closing sittings of Convocation, during 
last month. After a lengthy discussion, in the course of which several propo* 
sitions were made and rejected, the following rubric was a^;reed to : — ''When there 
is a communion a pause shall here be made, during which those who so desire 
may withdraw, and the communicants may be conveniently placed for receiving 
the Holy Communion. Nevertheless, at the discretion of the minister, the pause 
may be made before the Offertory Sentences are said or sung, or after the Prayer 
for the Church Militant hath been said. " This new rubric it is proposed to insert 
as a second rubric after the offertory sentences. During the course of the debate 
Lord A. Compton observed that a difficulty had been raised in committee, and 
would probably be raised again. It was said that those who gave alms would see 
them placed on the Table, but would not hear them offered solemnly to Almighty 
God, in the Prayer for the Church Militant, before they withdrew. He fully sym- 
pathized with that feeling, but it was a choice of two difficulties. Either such 
persons must stay till after the time when the bread and wine were placed on the 
Table, contrary to the custom of the ancient Church, or else those who gave money 
must withdraw before the prayer. As, regarded the latter, although they left before 
the pmyer was said, asking for the acceptance of those alms, they had seen them 
solemnly presented to Almighty God. He hoped when Uie Prayer Book was 
more largely revised, a short prayer for the acceptance of the alms, like those 
beautiful words (I Chron. xxix. 14) — "All things come of Thee, and of Thine own 
have we given Thee "—would be provided. Prebendary Joyce admitted that if a 
pause is made before the Prayer for the Church Militant, some of those who con- 
tribute at the offertory will not hear the prayer for the acceptance of their offerings. 
But that will be the fault of the persons concerned, and the House could not legis- 
late for the purpose of giving a right to those who do a wrong to themselves ; it 
could not legislate simply for the case of those who will not remain to participate 
in the highest service of man to God, nor is there any precedent in the history of 
the Christian Church, for endeavouring to cover the fault of those who turn their 
backs on the Table of the Lord.^The Bishop of Guildford felt that they were 
doing & most serious thing, and that the resolution of the committee was enough 
to make Bishop Blomfield and Bishop Wilberforce turn in their graves. Those 
men had laboured to teach the people the principle of giving their alms as a 
distinct offering to God, an essential part of worship, but this resolution treated the 
subject as a mere matter of option. If the house knew the successful way in which 
the offertory was working, they would hesitate before they adopted any resolution 
to discourage its use. (Cheers. ) It would be very wrong for the people after 
giving their alms to be told to leave the church, instead of staying to join with the 
minister in asking God to receive their offerings. (Cheers.) — Archdeacon Fearon 
said the custom was growing up of having the offerings collected from the whole 
congregation, but great obloquy had been thrown on those who had introduced it 
They had persevered, and great advantage had been derived from it, for the good 
feelings ot the people towards the Church had been immeasurably increased. 
The offertory was most valuable, for it did away with those abominable pew- 
rents, and even doubled the amount given before. — Archdeacon Hessey quite 
a^eed that if the clergy exhorted the people to give some offering to God, the 
offertory must be used, for it took away all devotional feeling if the alms were col- 
lected by the churchwarden at the door. "When the people felt they were making 
their offerings to God they would often deny themselves, and in one instance he 
knew of a valuable ring being placed in the offertory bag. If they went back to the 
old system it would be as much as saying, ** Provided we only get the money, 
that is all we want." (No, no.) — Canon Butler felt very strongly that they had 
gained a great step in the adoption of the offertory, as a desirable substitution for 
the collection by two gentlemen at the church doors. — Archdeacon Moore hoped 
they would direct the people to stay until after the Pmyer for the Church Militant. 
— Canon Jeffreys also thought that the offering of the bread and wine should be 
made in the name and presence of the congregation. An addition was also made 
to the rubric before the offertory sentences, giving permission "to the priests and 
clerks to sing the same." A proposal by the committee to alter the words 
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'' decent bason " in the rabric after the oflertoTy sentences into ''seemly vessel," 
iras negatived ; a second, by Canon Perry, to substitute the words ** alms basin," 
met the same fate. Canon Miller thought that the alms should be offered 
kneeling, and he proposed that words should be added so as to make kneeling 
permissible, but after some conversation, he withdrew his motion. The Dean <5 
Westminster pointed out that it was the custom in cathedrals to kneel when pre- 
senting the alms. 

The Disposal of the Offertory. — By the kind permission of the Bishop 
of Worcester, we are enabled to publish the following extract from a letter 
written by his Lordship to the churcnwardens of Amblecote. As it touches upon 
a point which is very frequently discussed, but which has never, we believe, 
formed the subject of a formal decision by die Courts, the Bishop's opinion will, 
we think, be read with much interest. His Lordship says : — 

** The better maintenance of the minister and provision for Church expenses, are, 
in my opinion, proper objects for * the other devotions of the people,' besides 

* alms for the poor,* which the Rubric mentions ; and are fairly within the term 

* pious and charitable uses ' to which the money given at the offertory is to be ap- 
plied. I wish, however, to remark that the question of such an arrangement as that 
of which I have expressed approval, is not one, in which the Bishop can interfere 
with any other authority, than that of advice and counsel. I think that no col- 
lection can be made in church at any time without the minister's consent and 
direction. He is bound to have a collection whenever the Holy Communion is 
administered, but he is the sole judge whether a collection should be made at any 
other time. The Bishop cannot direct collections to be made, nor folbid them, if 
the money collected be applied to pious and charitable uses. " 

Battersea. — Another of the good works set on foot by the Rev. Erskine 
Clarke, the vicar of Battersea, was inaugurated on St. Peter's Day, when the 
Bishop of Winchester laid the comer-stone of St. Peter's Church, Plough-lane. 
The work was well started by an anonymous contribution of £^ooo. The whoie 
cost, including steeple, when completed, will be about ^9000. The design is by 
Mr. Wm. Wfite, F.S.A., who planned the neighbouring church of St. Mark's. 
There is already a crowded congregation formed in the temporary Mission School- 
chapel built by Mr. Cubitt, M. P. , last year. The peculiarity of the building will be 
its great breadth, occasioned bytheform of the site. The Bishop addressed a hu]ge 
assemblage in the open air. The population is mostly of the poorest class. Ine 
church, which will accommodate about 700 persons, will be wholly free and 
unappropriated. — Guardian, 

Birmingham. — A temporary church, to be used until the erection of the per- 
manent memorial church to the late Rev. Dr. Oldknow, was opened on the 7th 
ult., in Cooksey-road, Small-heath, Birmingham. This structure, capable of 
accommodating 650 persons, has been put up to meet the immediate wants of the 
parishioners, all the seats being free and unappropriated. The district has been 
constituted a separate parish, and the Ecclesiastical Commissioners have furnished 
the incumbent with a stipend of ;^I50 per annum. The district contains a popu- 
lation of 60CO persons. At the evening services the sermon was preached by the 
Hon. and Rev. H. Douglas, rector of Hanbury. — Guardian. 

Howe Bridge, Atherton.— On the 5th ult., the foundation-stone of a new 
church at Howe Bridge, Atherton, to be dedicated to St. Michael and All Angels, 
was laid by Mrs. Ralph Fletcher, of Southport, whose husband, the founder, is an 
extensive employer of labour in the neighbourhood. It will be of a substantial 
character, and it will accommodate 350 persons.. It will cost about £%ooo, 
including fittings and furniture, and will be fttt and open. The nucleus of an 
endowment has been provided through the liberality of Mr. Ralph Fletcher, 
jun., who is resident in the place. The congregation at present worship in a 
mission church or school-room, which has become too small for its purposes. — 
Church Review, 

All Saints', Stoke Newington.— On the 24th ult, Mr. Richard Foster 
of Upper Clapton, in the presence of a large assemblage laid the foundation — 
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or more properly the memorial — stone of the Church of All Saints', Stoke 
Newington. The permanent building is to take the place of the iron church 
provided by the munificence of Mr. Foster early in the year 1872 at the west end 
of Aden Grove South, when the Church population of the district numbered about 
1500, but has now increased to 4000. The architects of the building in course 
of erection, which will be capable of accommodating a congregation of 800, are 
Messrs. Dollman and Allen, of Adam-street, AdelphL The ceremony com- 
menced shortly before five o'clock, when the clergy and choir, all wearing 
surplices, appeared on the platform arranged for the occasion, and a hymn was 
sung, which was followed by prayer and the singing of Psahn cxxxii.. Memento 
Domine. The appointed lesson was then read, and after other prayers had been 
offered up and the Nisi Dominus sung, the incumbent, the Rev. Henry Shrimpton, 
placed a glass jar containing a Bible, a Book of Common Prayer, and a history of 
the church neatly engrossed on vellum, within the customary recess, whereupon 
Mr. Foster came forward and duly laid the stone, which bore the following 
inscription : — ** In the Name and to the glory of God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Ghost, the foundation stone of this Church of All Saints was 
laid by Richard Foster, formerly a resident in the Parish of Stoke Newington, 
on the 24th of July, 1875. Henry Shrimpton, Vicar." Whilst the succeeding 
hymn was being sung offerings were laid upon the stone to assist in making up the 
balance oi £\ 100, still necessary for thp completion of the Church— the cost of which, 
together with the site, &c., amounts to ;f930O, of which ;f 8180 has already been 
paid in or promised. In the course of the proceedings the Rev. Henry Shrimpton 
read a. statement, in which he gave a succinct history of the Mission of All Saints 
from its commencement, and announced with great gratification that assistance had 
come to him not only from Churchmen, but also from Nonconformists. Mr. 
Foster next addressed the company, giving them the history of the neighbourhood 
for half a century back, a time when his father first settled there, and when the 
multitude of streets they now saw around them were green fields. Addresses 
were also delivered by Canon Gregory, Prebendary Jackson, M.A., rector of 
Stoke Newington, and the Rev. T. Hugo, M.A., rector of West Hackney, after 
which a hymn was sung, and the proceedings terminated. 

Woolwich, St. Michael and All Angels.— The foundation-stone of this 
church, the seats in which are free, was laid on July 22, by the Bishop of 
Rochester. There was a celebration of the Holy Communion at 4.30 a. m., for 
working men, who otherwise could not have joined in any service imtil the 
evening. The day was very wet, but the temporary church was crowded. The 
offertories amounted to nearly ;f 70, but further help is needed to build the church, 
which will cost about ^£'3000. 

South Bermondsey, St. Augustine's.— A temporary iron chapel has 
existed in this new district, taken out of St James's, Bermondsey, since 1872, 
when it was planted in Lynton-street under the auspices of the late Bishop 
Wilberforce, the Rev. M. MacColl, of St. Giles's, Camberwell, being appointed 
curate in charge. So much success has attended Mr. MacCoU's labours that a 
memorial stone to Bishop Wilberforce was laid in the foundations of the permanent 
church on the 27th ult., by P. Cazenove, Esq., who along with Mr. Foster, of 
Clapton, is a munificent donor to the building fund. The choir and clergy, 
including Canon Gregory and the Rev. E. J. Beck, rector of Rotherhithe and 
rural dean, walked in procession to the site, singing theh3rmn «* Onward, Christian 
soldiers." The Service officially appointed for these occasions for use in the 
diocese was used, mterspersed with suitable hyifms. After the laying of the stone, 
Mr. Cazenove and Canon Gregory addressed the inhabitants, who had assembled 
in large numbers. The Service over, choir and clergy proceeded to the temporary 
chapel, where Evensong was said, the building being crammed. The walls of 
the church are already begun, nearly ;f 12,000 of the ;f 13,000 required having 
been raised. The seats will be entirely free and unappropriated. 

St. Mary's, Brookfield, Highgate.— This church, which has been more 
than once referred to in the Advocate (see vol. i., p. 164 ; vol. ii., p. 106), was 
opened on the 31st ult., the sermon being preached by the Bishop of London. A 
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resolution to build this church was arrived at unanimouslj^ by a general meeting of 
the parishioners on the 29th November, 1869, the church being needed to supply 
the spiritual wants of a large number of poor for whom no room could be found 
in St. Anne's Churchi and who have for some years attended service in first a 
carpenter's shop, and latterly in the schoolroom. St Mary's accommodates 606 in 
nave and aisles, and is entirely free and open. The whole design of the architect, 
Mr. Butterfield, cannot at present be accomplished for want of funds. The chancel 
and tower will be a work for those whose hearts may be touched to take it up in 
the time to come. That which has been raised is owing most remarkablv to the 
generous aid of above 400 old Etonians and lawyers who have no personal concern 
whatever in the matter. We were glad to learn that on Sunday the services were 
well attended, especially by those for whom the Church was provided. The sum 
of ;f 150 is still needed for the building fund, towards which about ;^35 was con- 
tributed at the offertory on the day of opening. The church is open daily for 
private prayer from 5 a. m. to 4 p.m. 

Lady-Collectors. — With reference to the paragraph with this heading, which 
appeared in the Advocate for last month, a correspondent informs us that about 
ten years ago in a small Suffolk parish near Bungay, it was the custom for ladies 
(daughters of the Vicar) to hold plates at the door of the church. 



SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS RECEIVED FROM JULY 3RD TO 
AUGUST 7TH, 1875. 
£s. d. 



Aberdare, The Rt. Hon. Lord . 
Ashley, Geoxve, Esq. 
Bannerman, Sir Alex., Bart. . 
Bate, John, Esq. (1874 and 1875) 
Bengouffh, J. C, Esq. 
Burr, Higford. Esq. 
Bury, Rev. W. E. . 
Cartwright, Colonel H. . 
Cartwright, Rev. T. E. . 
Dawson, Commander W., R.N. 

(Doi 
Goddard, A L., Esq., M.P. . 
Green, Melvill, Esq. . 
Hardy, J. Stewart, Esq., M.P. 
Hayter, Lieut. F., R.N. . 
Hoare, Charles R. G., Esq. . 
Hope, Rev. Douglas . 
James, Frank, Esq. . 
Latham, Philip A., Esq . 
Lechmere, Sir E. A. H., Bart. 
(1874 and 1875} 
Limerick, The Rt. Hon. the Earl ot 



(Don.) o 



LoveU, Mr. Alfred . 
Macy. Rev. V. H, . 
Msgor, R. H., Esq. . 
Martyn, Rev. Thomas, sen. 
Metcalfe, E., Esq. .... 
Moncrieff, Lieut -Col. G. H. . 
MUUer, W., Esq. . (Don.) 

Munt, G. W., Esq, . . (Don.) 
Paice, Bowes A, Esq. 
Parker, F. Searle, Esq. . 
Parker, Sir W. B. . Bart. . 

Ridley, Rev. N. J 

Rogers, J. Mechelen, Esq. 
Scott, Lord Henry J., M.P. , 

Stock, J. S.. Esq 

Waller, Major W. N., R. A . 

Walter, j. W., Esa 

Whamcfiffe. The Rt Hon. Loid 
Whichelo, A G., Esq. 
Wilbcrforce, R. G., Esq. . 
Willington, Francis, Esq. . 
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The Editor of the Free and Open Church Advocate will be greatly obliged 
by friends of the movement sending him notes of progress, &*c., for publication. 
Copies of the ADVOCATE for gratuitous circulation locally will be sent in return. 

Issued by authority of the Council of the London Free and Open Church 
Association. Copies may be had gratuitously on application to the Secretary, 
25, Norfolk Street, Strand, JV.C, or will be sent for One Year to any address 
on receipt of Eighteen Penny Stamps. 

Cheques and Post-office Orders in aid of the Funds of the Association should be 
made payable to the Treasurer, Edward M. Courtney, Esq. Cheques crossed 
** Union Bank of London." 



GILBERT AND RIVINCTON, PRINTERS, ST. JOHN's SQUARE, LONDON. 
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IjE have been at some pains in the last two numbers of 
the Advocate to show that the Ecclesiastical Com- 
missioners are accustomed to administer the law 
un&irly, and with an evident bias towards the pew 
system. We have not yet exhausted the subject, and 
the evidence given before the Select Committee on the Public Wor- 
ship Facilities Bill furnishes us with the materials for another 
indictment 

The Ecclesiastical Commissioners have always refused to allow 
any covenants relating to free seats to be inserted in the deeds of 
transfer of church sites. They have alleged that they have no power 
to accept sites except imconditionally, dthough the^e is nothing in 
their various Acts of Parliament which in set terms prohibits them 
from doing so. To remedy this state of things Lord Nelson pro- 
cured the passing of an Act in 1872, the full text of which may be 
found in the Advocate of August 15, 1872. The Act did npt go 
so far as it might have done, but it was nevertheless hoped that 
under its provisions a person who wished to build an entirely free 
and unappropriated church would be able to do so. Mr. Trelawriy 
Boodle, however, in his evidence before the above-named Committee 
gives the particulars of a case in which the Commissioners flatly refused 
to allow the Act to be put into operation. The facts of the case 
are these :— Lord Northampton offered a site at a moderate cost to 
the incumbent of St. PauFs, Clerkenwell, on condition that all the 
sittings should be free and unappropriated, the district being a very 
poor one, and just the place where a pewed church would have been 
almost useless, from the absolute inability of the vast majority of the 
parishioners to pay pew-rents. On the incumbent's own showing 
there was an ample endowment for the church, a sum of ;£i20 a year 
for a curate, and funds to build a parsonage. In spite of this, 
the Commissioners refused to accept a conveyance of the site with 
the required condition inserted, although Mr. Boodle, as Lord 
Northampton's legal adviser, urged upon them that the case 
came distinctly within Lord Nelson's Act. The details of the trans- 
action are partly given in Mr. Boodle's answers to Questions 1332-4, 
but we have been also favoured with a sight of the correspondence. 
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The Commissioners do not appear to have condescended to give any 
explanations. Their Surveyor simply says :— " We are obliged by your 
letter of the 21st ult, and in reply have to inform you that the 
Commissioners cannot consent to the introduction into the deed 
conveying the land the suggested declaration under the Church 
Seats Act, 1872. Having regard to the large price asked for ihe 
land we trust there will be no objection to withdraw this condition, 
in which case we shall feel obliged by an appointment to discuss 
other matters." Lord Northampton was firm, and the church was not 
built upon his land, \yhen Mr. Boodle applied to the Commissioners 
for die reasons which induced them to ignore the very existence of 
an Act of Parliament just passed, the Surveyor's answer was : — 
*fWe are unable to give ihie reasons for the Commissioners' 
decision." 

So long as the Commissioners continue to hold themselves above 
all statutes l^;isilation is of course absolutely useless, but we hope 
that ere long steps may be taken to obtain a judicial interpretation 
of the Church Seats Act But here again we are met by the difB- 
culty that the heads of all the Common Law Courts, if such an ex- 
pression be any longer permissible, are ex officio members of the 
Ecclesiastical Commission, and we suppose that legal etiquette would 
prevent them from adjudicating in such a case. 



The London Frk» and Open Church Association. —The ordinary 
Monthly Meeting of the Executive Council was held on Wednesday, the ist 
mst, at the rooms of the Association, 25, Norfolk Street, Strand. Present : 
H. C. Coote, Esq., F.S.A, in the chair; Thomas Langston, Esq., M.D. ; 
Henry Lias, Esq., K. B. Prosser, Esq., and F. H. Rooke, Esq. 

In the absence of the Treasurer, the Secretary reported a balance at the bank of 
;f 13 4f. a/, in favour of the Association, and bills amounting to £fA lOr. dcf. 
were passed for payment as soon as fimds would permit. 

The Rev. J. 6. AYilkinson, Church of the Ascension, lavender Hill, was 
elected a member of the Executive Council. 

The Secretary reported the measures he was taking to promote the principles of 
the Association at the Church Congress at Stoke-on-Trent in October. 

A new pamphlet, written for the Association by the Rev. William Dawson, 
Rector of St. John's, Clerkenwell, and entitled "The Free and Open Church 
Movement : an Appeal to Members of the Church of England,*' and a new 
leaflet, entitled, " Fiee and Open Churches and the Weekly Offertoiy : Hints to 
ensure Success,'* were read, and ordered to be printed and added to the publica- 
tions of the Association. 

In conseauence of the frequency of applications for advice as to the best form 
of church chairs and kneeling, mats, it was reported that the. Meetings Committee 
had arixuiged for specimens of chairs of different desig^n and kneeling-mats to be 
kept on view at the Rooms of the Association. 

It was also reported that the Rev. J. S. Jones would preach at Holy Trinity 
Church, Amblecote, near Stourbridge, on Sunday, the a6th inst., in the morning 
and evening, and would also speSc at a parochial, meeting on the following 
Monday evening on the objects os the Association. 

The Church Congress.— The fifteenth Church Congress takes place on the 
5th, 6th« 7th, and 8th of October at Stoke-upon-Trent, Staffordshire. Inaugural 
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services will be held at eleven o'clock on Tuesday, OctoBer 5thj at the Parish 
Church, which is opposite the Congress Hall, (preacher, iht Lord Bishop of 
Rochester,) and also at the same hour at St. Mark\ Shelton, ten minutes from 
Stoke Station, when the sermon will be preached by the Lord Bishop of Ontario. 
The question of Free and Open Churches will be discussed on Wednesday morn- 
ing, the selected speakers being the Dean of York, the Earl of Shrewsbury, Sir 
Percival Heywood> and Mr. James Croston. Tickets may be obt£uned on appli- 
cation to ** The Hon. Secretaries, Church Congress, Stoke-upon-Trent,'*- accom- 
|>anied by a P.O. order payable to T. W. Minton. The diarge for members' 
tickets, admitting to all the meetii^ of the Congress, is 'Js, & ; day tickets, 
giving admission to all the meetings on any one day, are p. each, and evening 
tickets, which admit the bearer to the meetings of any one evening, are is. each. 
We hope that all our friends who can possibly manage to be present will not faU' 
to attend the , Congress. The circular issued by the Hon. Secretaries assures us 
that ample accommodation may be fouiid in the neighbourinjg toWns and villages, 
and that the railway companies have undertaken to furnish special facilities for 
visitors. 

Carlisle Diocesan Conference. — ^The sixth annual Conference was held 
on die 26th and 27th ult., at the Fratry, Carlisle. Service, having been said in 
the cathedral, the meeting commenced at twelve o^clock with an address by the 
Bishop of the diocese. Amongst other matters his Lordship alluded to the 
appropriation of seats in churches, which he observed '* is a subject which may 
always, and on all occasions, be discussed with advantage, as long as the evil to 
whidi. reference is made lasts. And the discussion is not likely to be fruitless, 
even if it leads to no positive action ; because, in reality, the great aim which we 
should propose to ourselves in this matter is the formation of a better state of 
public opinion. We should endeavour to bring professing Christians to that 
condition of mind in which the thought of benefiting their own souls by excluding 
their brethren, whether directly or indirectly, from God*s house, would cause 
positive pain. Until this better state of opinion Ims been attained I fear that the 
eviU of the pew system will not be got rid of. I may mention, however, that one 
suggestion, which has been madejn several forms, has appeared to me so useful 
and practicable that I have endeavoured to act upon it. I have asked our good 
Chancellor to be kind enough to attempt to put into a brief and simple form the 
duties of churchwardens with respect to the seating of parishioners. I do not 
know what the result may be ; but the Chancellor has the matter in hand, and if 
it is found to be practicable to draw up such a paper of directions as I have 
described, the diocese shall have the benefit of, it Ijt has sometimes struck me 
that the churchwardens, in many parishes at least, might do much more than 
they usually do in the way of seating parishioners. That is to say, I do not see 
why churchwardens should not help to get the people, to church, as wejl as provide 
for them when they arrive there. It is commonly considered that all this 
part of the work belongs to the clergyman, and I do not deny that in a very true 
sense it does so ; but if the churchwardens, especially when they are leading 
parishioners, wotdd bear in mind that they are in office on weekdays as well as Sun- 
days, in the field, and in the lane, as well as in the church, I apprehend that they 
might do very much to supplement the efforts of the clergyman, perhaps in many 
cases to do that which the clergyman had attempted in vain. " The subject was 
also referred to in a paper read oy Mr. Wheatley Balme (one of our oldest Vice-Pre- 
sidents) entitled ** How can the Church of England exercise increased spiritual in- 
fluence upon the people ? " In the course of his remarks he said : — * * Unhappily, the 
Church had come to be regarded by a large portion of those massed as the Church of 
a class, and of a class to which they do not belong. But nothing could be more con- 
trary to the theory and essential constitution of our Church than that she should be re- 
garded as the Church of the rich rather than of the poor. She has, to a large extent, 
a ministry maintained, and buildings for their ministrations provided, without cost to 
those who are to be ministered to. She acknowledges the right of all classes alike to 
those ministrations in life, in sickness, and in death. And yet he feared it was 
too tnie that, while she had a strong hold on the affection of the tipper and 
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upper middle classes, a vast portion of the lower middle class, and of that great 
and increasinglj important dass, the artisans, regard her ab extra^ if not with 
absolute hostility. Coming to inquire into the reasons of this, he dwelt first and 
chiefly upon the close pew system, for which the blame rested upon the laity. The 
evil could not be eradicated in a day, and tHe only remedy he could suggest was 
the exercise of some little self-sacrifice, or rather some abatement of self-assertion, 
on the part of those 'who wear the gay clothing,' and he pointed to the example 
of Mr. Cross, who occupies with his family a remote seat near the door in a 
church restored and enlarged chiefly by his means. O si sic pmnes I or even a 
good many." The Bishop, in summing up, said the discussion had covered a 
wide area, and he ventured to hope that it had been as profitable to them as it 
had been to himself. Mr. Balme modestly confined himself to one department 
of the subject, and though it was not the only one to be considered it was a very 
important one. He had spoken of the hindrances to the increased spiritual 
influence of the Church arising from the material condition of the interior of the 
churches. The Bishop did not want to add anything to what h&d already been 
said, except that he entirely agreed as to the advisabmty of getting rid of the old 
notions as to the appropriation of seats. He was not going to ky down what 
should be the mode ot operation adopted in the future, but he would say the 
non-appropriation of seats would be the best possible thing for every church. 
There was a system of things in many churches in the diocese at present which 
was absolutely abominable and absolutely fatal to the increased spiritual influence 
of the Church upon the people. It was impossible for anybody at all acquainted 
with facts to deny th^t, and what he looked forward to was the bringing to bear 
upon |)ublic opinion a sense of the anomalies of the present system by such a 
discussion as they had had, and such a paper as had been read ; and he could 
not help thinking that the views so expressed wotdd have a very important 
influence upon the minds of persons in the diocese. 

With the view of testing the opinion of the diocese on the subject of the appro- 
priation of seats, the following question was proposed to the various Ruri-de<inal 
Conferences, the results to be reported to the Diocesan Conference : — ''Can any 
practical suggestion be made for the purpose of getting rid of the evils which 
arise from the appropriation of seats in church, as it is found to exist in the Rural 
Deanery of ■ ? " The replies were as follows : — 

ARCHDEACONRY OF CaRUSI^B. 

A^lfiy^.'-'The evfls arising fit>m the appropriation of seats in church can best be removed by 
giving up the present system, and granting the people the free use of their parish church 
tor pubhc worship as soon as practicable. 

Btampton. — No practical suggestions were made in this rural deanery. It is believed that all 
the seats are free in allthe churches, and practically no great evil is found to exist in the 
rural parishes within this deanery (the parish of Brampton only being excepted) from the 
appropriation or allotting of seats in church. 

Carlisle^ N.'—'So evils at present observed. 

Carlisle, 5*.— The meeting was agreed that the best remedy for grievances ariang out of the 
system of appropriating seats was that the churchwardens should dischaxge their duty, 
and put people into any empty seats as soon as service had begun. The majority of the 
meetmg^ considered that the only true remedy is the plan of having all the seats un- 
appropnated. 



Greystoke. — No evils are foiind to exist from the apprmniation of seats in the churches in this 
rural deanery, so {Treat as would probably arise from T * ' ' 
being made free aiMl open. 



rural deanery, so {Treat as would probably arise from the churches in country parishes 



Keswick. — ^No such evils are known to have arisen in this rural deanery from the appropriation 

of seats in church as to call for any specific remedy. 
Kirkfy Sigfhem.-^ln the churches of Kiricby Stephen, Crosby, Garrett, and Soulby, and 

partly in Musgrave, the seats are free ; and in the other churches of the deanery the 

accommodation is more than is needed, and no difficulty arises. 

Lowther. — Recommended that the law respecting the appropriation of seats, as laid down by 
the Bishop and the Chancellor at the recent visitation, diould be printed and circulated 
in each parish of the deanery; and, also, that a copy should be put up in some con- 
spicuous place in each church ia the deanery. Also, that it should be an instruction to 
churchwardens to reassign seats every year. 
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Maryporti~{n)y Circulate a stateanent of thq evUs ; (3), urge the abolition of square pews ; (c>, 
make all pews alike cbmibrtalUe and suitable for devotion ; (</), appeal to owners of pews 
to transfer their pews to churchwardens for free Use whenever no longer reqmred for 
persohaT use, as— e. g. on leaving the parish ; (r), proclaim all seats free for general use 
(under direction of churchwarde««} ; (/), promote bv pulpit exhortation on the part ojf 
the minister, and by friendly explanation on the part of tne churchwardens, a sense of thp 
importance of unvsuying kindness and unselfishness in the use of pews. 

Penrith. — Resolved, That the Chancellor be respectfully requested to prepare, in an inexpensive 
form, a pamphlet or flY-sheet containing simple rules for guid^ce to churchwanlens in 
'Appropriation of seats in churches ; and that in churches hereafter to be biult in the 
diocese, the authorities should suggest to patin^oners to make their ^ttiogs free. 

Wigt0n,—T\M evils arising from the appropriation of seats in churches can only be eiTectually 
met by the discontinuance of al! appropriation of fhem whatsoever. It &s expedient tha^ 
when churches in the rural deanenr are restored or repew^d, ift effort shbuld be made 
to secure that the seats m them be fre<e and imappropriated, as ha« ithimdy been done ia 
several chittches within the rural deanery. 

Archdsaconby op Wbstmokland. 

Aldiu^hatiu—Ttax this meeting pledges itself to give its moral support to efforts made by 
churchwardens and other parochial auCh6ritie$ with a view Co domg 9Way with the grave 
evils referred to ; and wishes to invite the attention of the DioceSan Confereince to those 
evils. 

AmbUntU.-^ThaX it is desirable that the publications of the London Free and Open Church 
Association be circulated ih the deanery, with a view to influencing public opinion upon 
the evils of the appropriation of seats in churches. That it is desiiable that a notic^e 
should be placed on the diurch dodrs tbat all seats will be considered vacant and 
unappropriated is soon as the clergy enter the chjUMiel or desk at the conunencement of 
Divwe service. 

Carimel.—lt is desirable for the chuick authorities, m sSL cases of apprcpriated I>$w:s» to prevent 
as far as possible all selling and letting of pews in future. 

Cockertnoutk. — ^That, as often as seats become void, churchwardens be very careful to claim 
their right to fill them Up from time to time. 

Gosforth. — ^Thought that generally in the rural deanery these were no evils arising from the 
appropriation of seats in church. Where, however, evils do exist in this respect, it was 
thought that a remedy might be found in the adoption of a systep of free sittings. 

Kendal.— TYm meeting failed to produce any practical suggestion. The question was found to 
be complicated in some parishes by the fact that the income of the incumbent is in faqt 
dependent on pew rents which are legally secured to him. 

Kirkby LonsdaU, — ^The public nund needs to be better informed upon the question. The 
custom should be established that every person is at liberty to occupy ascrtea^ in the 
church which is vacant at the commencement of the service. Cheaper and easier meais 
than a resort to the Consistory Court should be provided for the redress of grievances and 
the settling of disputes. It is desirable that new^ churches should be kept perfectly free 
and unappropriated when practicable. 

Uhenion. — ^That special written instructions be ^ven by the Kshop of the diocese to all 
churchwardens as to their duty in seating pansfaioners* and as to ue >9tdcy in which k is to 
be carried out That such should be pnnted, and permanently se^t v^ within the diurch 
or porch. Thjs would furnish great support to the churchwardens in their d!ffi<hitt duty. 

WhitehAven.—Thax\li would be well to lay before the people, at the Easter Vestry meeting, the 
fact that each parishioner has a common law right to worship in his Parish Church ; and 
that in the case of chiirches or chapels, such as those in Whitehaven, the nv)st desirable 
way to glet rid of pews would be to raise a liind to purchase t|aem» 

At thie meeting on the 27th ult, the subject of *' Church Finaace'* was intro* 
duced in a paper by Mr. W. H. Wakefield. The first poii^t discussed was the 
remuneration whieh a vast proportion of the deigy received for their services ; 
and after giving some account of the condition of tilings in the diocese previous to 
the formation by Bishop Waldegrave, in lidz^ of the Church Extension Society, 
the speaker described the good which had been efifected by the operations c^ tne 
society. The system of endowment, Mr. Wakefield observed, although it had 
doubtless great advantages, was not calculated to stir up the minds of Churchmen 
on questions of finance. He then pas^ pn to the second part of his subject, 
namely, how may the expez^es of conducting the services of the sanctuary 
decently and in' order be most s,uitably and effectually defrayed? ''He would 
at once," he said, "plunge in medias res" and answer ^ohesitatingly — by the 
weekly offertory, and that, too, at the time and in the manner so clearly prescribed 
by the rubric of the Church. It was so unmistakably distinct, taking words in 
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their usual sense, that he was at a loss to understand how there could be any 
hesitation as to the course of ecclesiastical duty in the matter, though he could 
Quite understand it as to the expediency. He would not suggest that it was the 
duty of every incumbent at once to introduce it without any previous preparation. 
The people in many country parishes would have to be educated up to it, so 
that tney might not resent it as an impertinent intrusion. He would not a^e 
the question of the desirability of the practice, but, taking it as a settled question, 
would turn his attention to what would be the financial results, and how a 
general move in this direction might be most judiciously effected. Answering 
his latter query first, he would have the bishop issue a circular to the whole of 
the parishioners of the diocese, bringing the subject before them in that terse and clear 
manner of which he was master, this being followed up by parochial discussions 
on the subject, . and here laymen might work in helping to influence public 
opinion. In the diocese of Ely the weekly offertory had been a great success, 
and met with little or no opposition. A working man could not be expected to 
subscribe Sj. a year, but he would freely give his penny a week, and that might 
afterwards increase to 2d, He had heard a man say he did not like the idea of 
paying to go to church, and in reply he had said that having been to church, and 
felt that it was good for him to have been there, would he not like to leave behind 
him a thank-offering for the privileges he had enjoyed ? It was impossible to 
lay down a hard and fast rule applicable to all alike. The man who out of 
;£20,ocx) a year gives £'21000 to works of charity and love to his fellow-men 
and for the glory of God, gave infinitely less than he who, out of ;f 200 a year, 
gave ;f 20. The rule of ten per cent was not applicable in the present state of 
society ; each one must be persuaded in his own mind as to his duty, and their 
teaching should be 

"Give all thou canst, high heaven rejects the lore 
Of nicely calculated less or more." 

In the course of the discussion which followed, the Rev. G. F. Weston stated 
that in his church the weekly offertory had been divided between the parish and 
deserving objects at a distance. The larger farmers grumbled, but there was 
nothing of that now, and poor people liked the opportunity of giving their mite. 
Every Sunday there were three to four shillings in pence and halfpence. The 
Rev. T. J. Cooper said it had been pointed out to him by many that they would 
be glad to contribute so much a year to supplement an insufficient stipend. Sir 
James Ramsden said that at St. James*, Barrow, when the weekly offertory was 
established twenty years since, the result in the first year was £20% now it was 
;f 350 a year. This was divided into three parts, one part being given to church 
expenses, another to the poor, and another to the clergy. At nrst most of the 
contributions were coppers, but these soon grew into silver, and now half the 
contributions were shillings. Mr. Cropper referred to the practice of Dissenting 
bodies of placing a dish at the door for voluntary offerings. The Jews made the 
amount of their offerings more a test of religious earnestness than the Church of 
England, and out of funds similarly raised supported all their poor in London, 
and sent large sums out of the country. We might be afraid of the old cry of 
paying for religion, but such texts as ''The liberal soul shall be made fat," must 
ht meant for us. Dr. Simpson said their offertories had been montMy, but he 
was anxious to have them weekly. The reason was that his churchwarden had 
shrewdly observed that some people were habitually absent on "rent day.*' It 
was the best way of getting money for the use of the church. The Rev. H. R. 
Smith also spoke in favour of weekly offertories, which had been proved to be 
superior to monthly offertories. The Rev. H. G. Hopkins suggested that the 
large societies and hospitals might suffer from weekly offertories. The Rev. F. 
A. Malleson urged that the subject should be mentioned publicly by the bishop, 
or it would be thought in his parish to have a very Popish appearance. The Rev. 
N. F. Y. Kemble said that such a change had come over the diocese within his 
memory that here they had clergymen getting up one after another and advo- 
cating the offertory. It was said that the diocese of Carlisle was looking up. 
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and this was one of the most conclusive signs that it was doing so. The only 
objection to an offertory in his parish was this, that the people who attended 
argrued that they had to bear all the expenses now, whereas formerly those 
who did not attend were equally liable. Tlie only answer he could give was to 
say it was an offering to God, and if they valued their Church they must support 
it, and the offerings did not amount to more than they were formerly compelled 
to pay. 

The Chairman, in summing up the discussion, said that with regard to 
the burden falling on those who went to church, no doubt they might put it that 
way ; but he should be disposed to say to his people that those who went to 
church had not the burden but the entire privilege. If it was put in that way, and 
a clergyman took high ground, and rather refused than asked for money from 
those who despised Sie ordinances of the Church, it would put the question on 
higher ground. As to the argument that the large societies might suffer from the 
weekly offertory, he replied that the more frequently and regularly the bleeding 
process went on, the more freely the blood flowed. He could not help believing, 
from the experience he had had, that the great principle of the offertory, if they 
did introduce it at all, was to introduce it as a weekly offering, and not as an 
occasional one. There was no hardship in putting a bag before a man and 
allowing him to give if he liked. If people could distinguish between being 
compelled to give, and having the opportunity to give, a good deal of the dislike 
to the process would be dispelled. If the churchwardens did not choose to 
collect, the clergyman might appoint other fit persons ; but if the churchwardens, 
as the exponents of opinion in the parish, objected, it might be a question whether 
it would be wise to persist. As to the proposed circular, he did not wish to say 
yea or nay, but he would give the matter his best consideration and see what 
could be done. He had been pleased to see a smile run through the Conference 
when it was mentioned that the offertory might be thought Popish. He was 
exceedingly gratified when he came to the diocese, and had the duty of con- 
secrating the church of St. Mary, to hear the Dean, who preached the consecration 
sermon, make a very powerful and sensible and strong appeal to the people on 
the subject of introducing the weekly offertory. He never heard it put more 
strongly or in a more practical manner than by the Dean of Carlisle, whom 
nobody would suspect of Popish tendencies. He was glad to see the question 
drifting out of the region of party into that of common sense, and that they were 
all of one mind as to what the principle of the offertory really was. 

The Worcester Festival. — The meeting of the Three Choirs, which will be 
held this year at Worcester on September 21st and following da3rs, takes place 
under pectdiarly interesting circumstances, the Dean and Chapter having an- 
nounced that the old and objectionable system of selling tickets, and thus turning 
the cathedral into a mere concert hall, will be aboliSied. The principles laid 
down by the Dean and Chapter, and stated by Canon Barry in a letter to the 
Guardian of August nth are — (i) that all music performed in the House of God 
should be associated with Divine service ; and (2) that all admissions to the 
cathedral should be free of charge. For the convenience **of those coming from 
.a distance," however, it is proposed **to reserve some portion of the cathedral 
for admission by ticket," but half the seats will, as we learn from a subsequent 
letter from Canon Barry, be entirely free. Local opinion is greatly opposed to the 
change,' and persons are not wantmg who predict the total failure of tlie festival^ 
the proceeds of which are devoted to a local clergy charity. Amongst the powerful 
opposition Lord Beauchamp is conspicuous, and his Lordship has written a 
letter to the Guardian, whicn contains the following passage : — 

" A writer of authority amonz Christians lays it down as a rule that in an assembly of those 
who have the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ respect is not to be had to the wearers of gold rings 
and goodly apparel. He does not say that so long as no money is charged for admission, upper- 
most seats in the synagogue may be reserved for those ' coming from a distance ' — the alnhty to 
come to Worcester Cathedral from a distance probably implies the possession of a certain amount 
of the riches of this world. The writer in question does not say Uiat those who may be friends 
with the chief priests shall ^o up higher ; nor does he say that those who come to Matins and 
Evensong not clad in a weddrog garment shall be told to sit down lower. Sir, I protest against 
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the »ubsdtation of plausible j^farases for real principles Are we really to believe on the 

authority of a Doctor of Divimtv that a preliminary payment of five shillines towards the cost of a 
religious performance of sacred song, a glorious sanctification of the noblest ol human arts, is a 
violauon of Christian order, while the prearranged admission of those ' coming firom a distaaee,* 
who are invited to contribute to 'the funds likely to be derived from the feStivsu offertories * is in 
strict accordance with the spirit of St James ? ** 

We have not the slightest wish to add to the difficulties of the Dean and 
Chapter, but we think that Lord Beauchamp has hit a real blot, although his 
Lordship's style is, to say the least, most unhappy, and not what we should have 
expected. The authorities have, however, made a great step in advance, and we 
heartily wish them success. The Guardian, in a leading article of the 1st inst, 
says : — 

" We must nevertheless avow our conviction that the Dean and Chapter are right There have 
been some features of the festivals, as hitherto conducted, which were becoming year by year 
more generally repulsive, and which, had they been repeated this year, would have been more so 
than ever before. The galleries erected for singers, and die resierved seats barred off for those 
who would pay highly for them, were in the highest degree unseemly in any cathedral, and would 
have appeared really mtolerable in the newly-restored and correctly-arraneed fane at Worcester. 
And certainly the new project makes a dean sweep of these objectionable dements." 

• With this we cordially agree, ajid we hope that at the next festival the whole 
of the seats in the cathedral may be free to the first comer. The Dean and 
Chapter invite contributions (which some weeks ago amounted to £^20) from 
those who are unable to attend the festival in person. These may be Addressed 
to J. H. Hooper, ^sq., College Precincts, Worcester. We would suggest to those 
of our frienthi who may feel inclined to assist the funds of the localcharity, that 
they should send their contributions not as subscriptions^ but with a request that 
they may be offered during the collection of the alms. That a deserving charity 
should suffer is. of course, a thing to be deplored ; but we regard the carrying out 
of a great principle, even only half way, as a matter of mucn greater importance. 

Church Extension or Pj:w Extension ?— Mr. James Murray Dale, a 
solicitor of great experience in Church law, whQ gave some valuable evidence 
before the Committee on Mr. Salt's Bill, was asked durins; th^ course of his 
examination whether he thought it desirable that pew-rents shoulcl be authorized 
in chapels to be established under the Bill. He replied, ** Yes ; my experience 
is, and I have written nipon the subject, ^d once read a paper upon it at one of 
the Church Congresses, that pew-rents are the most effectual means of Church 
extension that now exist, and I think they ought to be encouraged to the utmost 
possible extent. You can build churches readily with pew-rents if the Ecclesias- 
tical Commissioners would exerc«?e the powers which they now possess of 
sanctioning loans on the surplus pew-rents. If a church possess £iQOO a year 
in pew-rents, I do not see why there should not be a loan of £2xxx> orj^yxx}. 
My experience is, that where there are loans the congregation invariably pays 
them off, and the incumbent is never put to any expense. I am particularly 
anxious to see pew-rents authorized in connexion with this Act of Parliament. 
Many gentlemen entertain yery strong objections to pew-rents. There is an 
Association which entertains very strong objections to pew-rents; but I think thev 
are proceeding on an entirely mistaken basis. But if the Free and Open Churcn • 
Association want to do good, I say let them make other provision for meeting the 
case than any which now exists. ** The Association does most certainly * 'want to do 
good,'' and we believe that it is doing good. We are m the habit of saying to per- 
sons who, like Mr. Dale, think that pew-rents * 'ought to be encouraged to the utmost 
possible extent," that they have been "encouraged " to an extent which has been 
most detrimental to the spiritual infhience of the Church of England^ and yet 
they are found wanting. When we look at the names of the Church and other 
dignitaries comprised in our list of supporters we feel that it is better to be wrong, 
with them than right with Mr. Dale, if that gentl^nan will excuse us for sa^g 
so. Mr. Dale was, however, effectually disposed of by the "Bishop of Lichfield, 
who followed. His Lordship expressed himself as being " quite against all that 
he heard from the former witness in favour of pew-rents." Replying to another 
question the Bishop said j — " Anjrthing that could be done to get rid pf pew- 
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re its I should consider a great benefit," and when asked for his opinion on the 
recommendation of the Lords' Committee of 1858 that accommodation should be 
provided for fifty-eight per cent of the population, the answer was, <' I think that, 
supposing the chutes are to be fillra with pews, fifty-e^[ht per cent, of the 
whole of the population would be a very proper calculation; but for open 
churches thirty per cent of the population would be quite as effectual. '* In 
other words, the Bishop tlunks that a free and open church is about twice as 
useful as a pewed church. 

Grosmont, near Whitby.— At the public luncheon which followed the 
reopening of this church on the 6th ult., the Archbishop of York, after alluding 
to tne introduction of a surpliced choir, and to the hearty manner in which the laity 
had co-operated in the work of restoration, made the following observations : — 
" Another point was, that the free and imappropriated seat system was about to 
be applied to the church. In some country parishes, where there was room to 
seat every man, woman, and child in the churcn, it was very well to appropriate 
seats, because there might be some convenience in it; but he did not want to see 
the system adopted in Uiat church. In places with a large and floating population 
like Grosmont, where the labour class would not push itself forward to make a 
claim for appropriation of pews, was it not better to say, 'There is the whole 
floor, which is all seated, and everybody who diooses to come has ipso facto a rk[ht 
to a seat*? That was the system about to be adopted at Grosmont, and the efltect 
was pretty nearly to double the available accommodation. What did they see in 
country parishes where all seats were appropriated? A man came and opened his 
pew-door; there was a lock to it, but he was ashamed to lock it every Sunday — ^he 
lodged himself in it, and ^ut himself in. There was room for four or five other 
people, but it required a courage more than martial to venture to make a lodgment ' 
in it. The consequence was, that people did not make the attempt, but stopped 
outside. It was more convenient to stay outside than undergo tne humiliation. 
They were not going to do that at Grosmont; they were going to make every seat 
available to everybody, and he believed the system would work perfectlv well; at 
all events, it would have the effect of doublii^ the church room, and that was a 
capital reason for making the attempt There was one more point he had to speak 
about The Vicar had informed him that he was about to introduce the offertory 
system, and that was a very good system too. What did it mean? It did not 
mean that everybody must put in a stated sum every Sunday or somebody would 
come down upon him. It meant nothing of that sort It meanjt simply that the 
smaller gifts of the poorer people would be accepted and valued as much as the 
greater ^fts of the ricner people. It let in the small people to take a share in the work 
of carrying on public worship in the parish, and this was the importance of it — ^it gave 
everybody the feeling that he was doing his best towards carrying on God's worship 
in the parish. If they took round a simscription list to the labourer in the neigh- 
bouring works, he saw that some had given £\Oy some;^ 5, and probably none less 
than a sovereign. Now he could not spare a sovereign, and the consequence was 
he put down nothing. They ought not to ask him for a sovereign, but they ought 
to help him to give according to his means — to give without observation, without 
compulsion, and yet to have the opportunity of giving every week towards all those 
objects which Christians had at heart. And, therefore, that was another good 
experiment he want^ to see tried in that place. They must not suspect that any 
of these innovations were to be accompanied by any doctrinal changes. If there 
was a man in the world who was unlikely to practise any freaks, it was their 
excellent, hard-working incumbent All these things were steps in the direction of 
good. The surplices would make the House of God more seemly; the free and 
unappropriated seats would be more useful ; and the offertory would cause a larger 
body of die laity to take an interest in it, because, as they gave, they would feel that 
they had a kind of right to be interested in the missions and the different objects 
for which the money was given. These were all steps in the right direction, and 
he recommended them to their notice; and if they carried them out fully and 
fairly, without jealousy and without suspicion, he thought they would find them 
answer," 
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St. Pkter^s, Armidale, New South Wales.— Tbe Caithedna Church of St. 
Peter, Armidale, was opened by the Bishop on June 3rd. In describing the 
service on the occasion, the Australian Churchman s^j% diat, in consequence of the 
objection of one or two persons to ahns-bags, the collection was made in silver 
dinner-salvers, and quotes the saying of Bishop Andrewes — ** Sapit h*c collectio 
per singula capita Genevensem morem.'' ('< This collecting alms by the poll savours 
of the Geneva mode.") However, the objection now-a-days is that bags are 
" ritualistic :" — ** Now, what was the origin of their use? Where were they first 
used? Who was the man who first intr^uced the use of them? The origin of 
their use was to prevent imcharitable remarks being made by persons seeing what 
their neighbours offered. They were first used at the Abbey Church of Romsey, 
iU Hants, in Engkmd. The person who introduced them was the Hon. and Rev. 
Gerard Noel, brother of the late Hon. and Rev. Baptist Noel, and of the same 
school and party in the Church, nowise a Ritualist — the very opposite^ in feet."— 
Guardian, 

Pew Traffic at Southfort.— An old difficulty, ieuid what may be termed a 
Church scandal, is likely to be heard of again at Southport Some time ago there 
was much stir over the sale of pews at Christ Church, and, in order to preserve 
peace, Mr. W. Atkinson, J. P., came forward and bought up a great number of 
pews and handed them over to the Vicar, the Rev. Dr. Clarke. Messrs. Parry 
9nd Gamon, solicitors to the Bishop of Chester, have ^ven the decided opinion 
that these pews cannot legally be sold, as the church is a parish church, and as 
^e original pew-owners under the consecration deed died the pews lapsed and 
became parish property. Notwithstanding that, pews have been sold, and yester- 
day, in a sale of property by order of the Court of Chancery, at an hotel in South- 
port, two pews were offered, and a bid of £4pyns made for them, which advanced 
to ^60, when one of the churchwardens stated that the pews could not be sold, and 
that, if disposed of, he and his brother churchwarden would at once take possession 
of them; but, to avoid unpleasantness, they were empowered to offer ;f 65 for them. 
These announcements were received with much applause, and the auctioneer said 
he had nothing to do with the churchwardens, but to sell the property; and the 
District Registrar added that intending purchasers would find it a great consolation 
that the churchwardens had made a bid for the property. An advance upon the 
£^^ was at once made, and the pews ultimately sold lor ^ 68. The churchwardens 
will give notice to the purchaser to-day of their intention to take possesaon.—- 
Liverpool Courier, 

The Offertory. — It is worth notice, as an iUustration of the manner in which 
the system of obtaining sums for Church puiposes by means of offertories is recog- 
nized by those who wish not to ''let the left hand know what the right hand 
doeth," that of the £/^/ooo which we mentioned in our last number as having been 
given towards the erectiop of a new church at Torquay, more than ;f 3000 was 
contributed at offertories in St Luke's and St MichaePs Churches in that town, 
which, being collected in bags and therefore unobserved, were really instances of 
"alms given in secret" — National Church, 

Progress in the Colonies. — Some interesting particulars of the progress of 
our principles in Queensland were given by Bishop Tufnell at the last Annual 
Meeting. We are indebted to the Hobart Town Church News for the following 
extract from the Bishop of Tasmania's address to the recent Synod i — <* The 
principle of free and open churches, if we may judge by the discussion at the 
Church Congresses, is makmg steady progress ; and I cannot doubt that, in the 
old country, and eventually in the colomes, the right of all the parishioners to equal 
accommodation in the parish church on an equal footing will be realized as an 
essential element of our common Christianity. It is, however, the opinion of 
many among us that we are not yet ripe for the experiment. By canon law th^ 
parish church is open for the use of all the parishioners. The exceptions were 
founded upon fiifculty or prescription. The selling and letting of pews apply only 
to district churches, which were erected under certain * District Churches Acts * 
during the Georgian era, when Church feeling was at a very low ebb, and men had 



Digitized by 



Google 



TAe Free and Open Church Advocate. 199 

QOlaith in the voluntary zeal of its members. To this unhappy departure from the 
real principles of the Church of England, to this example of supplymgthe defective 
accommodation of the old parishes amidst the overgrown populations of England, 
must be attributed in a great measure the melancholy alienation of the great body 
of the working classes from public worship. If the temper of the times requires it, 
a distinction mig^ht still be drawn between a parish church and a chapel-of-ease, 
built by a wealthier class in a wealthier neighbourhood, if they desire to pay for 
what they think is a more comfortable way of worshipping God, apart from their 
poorer neighbours. All that I assert is, that the old pari^ church of our fathers 
knows no sudi distinction ; and, by parity of constitution, it seems to me that 
^very church in the colony, which is subsidized by grants of glebe or money from 
the public purse, should open her portals alike to every comer. We need only two 
things to secure the ultimate benents of this principle, assuming that we are not yet 
ripe for it,— rtime ipr the growth of a Christian idea in our laity, and faith on the 

fart of the ^lergjy to throw themselves imreservedly upon the voluntary offertory, 
'or where, except in chureh, can we realize the Christian idea of our common 
brotherhood before God, our common Father which is in Heaven, from whose 
Hpuse every idea of property should be excluded ? And what source of income can 
be more. reliable and more trustworthy than the willing contributions of an affec- 
tionate fk}ck, to whose liberality the pastor is content to trust himself? May God 
bring about the time when the Church of England, which rejoices in a Book of 
Common Prayer, may throw open a common Sanctuary, whither the children of 
toil may flee, and the bell shall invite all who claim, as children of the Covenant, 
their share in the common inheritance in Christ and the blessings of His Church !" 

** Claimants*" — A valued correspondent writes : — **I have known a case of a 
man who occupied a pew under the delusion that a house may have a pew attached 
to it in the body' of the parish church, who on leaviiig his farm demanded from his 
successor, the incoming tenant, payment as per valuation, for books, hassocks, 
drawers, red cloth lining, brass rods, &c., &c., as 'fixtures'! I have this day 
been told of a church-goer A, who, finding that his neighbpUr B did not use his 
pew, asked permission to occupy it. The permission was i&:eely given, but on A 
gomg in he found that B.'s servant was there, upon which he told the servant to 
' go somewhere else.* The young woman was disinclined to^ migrate, and com- 
plained to B (her master), whereupon B told A to ' go somewhere else' himself, and 
B has revoked the permission given to A, and has signified his intention of using 
his pew every Simday. I don't rejoice at strife, but I am glad when anything 
happens which shows the pew S3rstem to be fertile in abominations." 

St. Michael and All Angels, Alexandra District, Beckenham. — We 
have received the following appeal from Mr. Chas. A. Airey, Hon. Sec. of the 
Building Committee : — " Can you give us any assistance towards procuring seats, 
&c., for our new School-Church? We have no funds for the purpose, and in about 
three weeks' time we hope to see the building completed. The seats will be entirely 
free. No other church in the neighbourhood contains, I believe, seats wholly free 
and unappropriated. Your objects would, therefore, be carried out by us^ and 
doubtless most successfully. You will see by the enclosed circular that we still 
waiit about £500 for our room. We have collected about ;f 850, and trust soon to 
make up the balance. Our district contains a population of 3000, composed prin- 
cipally of the working classes, who cannot be expected to give very largely. We 
must, therefore, appeal to outside liberality, feeling sure that all who take an 
interest in the progress of a good work will do their best to promote its success." 
Subscriptions will be thankfully received and acknowledged by. Mr. Airey, Brook 
Villas, Elmers End Road, Anerley, S.E. 

The Press. — We are indebted to the following journals for notices oiMt^t Advo- 
cate and of the work of the Association generally : — Standard^ Daily News, Morning 
Post, Hour, Globe, Camden Town Gazette, Canonbury and Highbury Advertiser, 
CkurchUnion Gazette, Church Review, Church Times, Church Bells, National Church, 
Church Herald, South London Chronicle, London Mirror, Churchman* s Companion, 
and Coventry Standard, Our article exposing the system followed by the Ecclesias- 
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tical Commissioners of making nominal giants to chm-ches for the purpose of bringing" 
them under the operation of the pew-renting clauses of the defunct Church-building 
Acts has been very freely copied and commented upon, in many cases in much 
stronger language tnan we have ourselves ventured to use. Special thanks are due 
to the Canonbury and Highbury Advertiser for the manner in which our principles 
are advocated in the benighted parish of Islington. — We understand that Ix>rd 
Nelson will contribute an article on " The London Free and Open Church Asso- 
ciation" to the October number of the St, yarned Magazine, 
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TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

Subscriptions are due on tJu \st January, The Council earnestly request 
members who have not yet paid their subscriptions to do so^ cu funds are much 
wanted at the present time. 

The Editor of the Free And Open Church Advocate will be greatly obliged 
by friends of. the movement sending him copies of local newspapers ^ notes of pro* 
gressy ^s^,^ for publication, 

7>i^ Advocate is sent regularly to every Subscriber ; and it wUl be forwarded 
post free for One Year tP any address on receipt of Eighteen Penny Stamps, 

The names and addresses of all who are willing to join the Association^ or to cut cu 
Honorary Local Secretaries or Treasurers^ should be sent to the Secretary, 25, Nor* 
folk Street, Strand, W, C, where the Society's publications may be had for distri- 
bution. Annual Subscriptions — Vice-Presidents, £2 2s, ; Members, £l is, ; Clerical 
Members, Jj. ; Associate Members, %s, ; Working Men and Business Assistants, is. 

Cheques and Post-office Orders should be made payable to the Treasurer^ Edward 
M .Courtney, Esq, Cheques crossed " Union Bank of London." 



CILBBRT AND RIVINGTON, PXINTBSS, ST. JOH»'s SQUAU» LONDON. 
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Being the Monthly Paper of the London Free and Open Church Association. 

Vol. II. OCTOBER isth, 1875. No. 46. 

|HE London Free and Open Church Association. — 
The ordinary Monthly Meeting of the Executive Council 
was held on Wednesday, the 29th ultimo, at the rooms 
of the Association, 25, Norfolk Street, Strand. Present : 
Robert Bayman; Esq., in the chair; Richard B. Prosser, 
Esq., J. L. Vincent, Esq., Edward M. Courtney, Esq., Treasurer, 
Rev. W. H. Browne, F. H. Rooke, Esq., and J. Mechelen Rogers, 
Esq. 

Captain F. B. Coulson was announced and approved as a new 
Vice-President. 

A letter was read from Mr. Henry AUsopp, M.P., withdrawing 
from the Association. The Council expressed their regret at the 
loss of Mr. AUsopp's support. 

The Treasurer reported a balance at the bank of ;^ 6 in favour of 
the Association, and bills amounting to £s^ 11s. 6//. were passed 
for payment as soon as funds would permit. 

The Secretary read a letter from Mr. C. Graham Carttar, resigning 
his seat at the Council, in consequence of his inability to attend the 
meetings. 

A letter was read from the Rev. J. Bailey, Vicar of Grosmont, 
Whitby, thanking the Council for the assistance rendered him in 
freeing his church, which had lately been reopened after restoration, 
and is now entirely unappropriated. The letter was ordered to be 
printed in the Advocate. 

The Secretary reported that he had recently had an interview with 
a clergyman from Philadelphia, U.S.A., who gave a deplorable 
account of the evils of the pew system in the United States, and ex- 
pressed his intention, if possible, on his return to America of forming 
a Free and Open Church Society at Philadelphia. The Secretar}'^ 
was directed to afford every assistance in the formation of the pro- 
posed society, and if necessary to forward supplies of the Associa- 
tion's various publications for preliminary circulation. 

It was also reported that tlie Rector of Stoke-on-Trent (the Rev. 
Sir Lovelace Stamer, Bart.) had made arrangements for a sermon in 
the Parish Church during the Congress week on " Free and Open 
Churches." 

The Secretary was ordered to attend the Church Congress, the 

A 
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proceedings at which, in so far as the objects of the Association were 
concerned, were directed to be reported as fully as possible in the 
Advocate. 

THE CHURCH CONGRESS. 
The force of circumstances compels us to limit our notice of the 
proceedings of the Church Congress to our special objects. But 
whilst we do this we must clear ourselves from a charge which is 
sometimes made, that we have acquired the habit of gauging the 
importance and value of Church Congresses and other great meetings 
of Churchmen solely according to the prominence given to the 
questions of free and open churches and the weekly offertory. We 
trust that this is not the case. 

Although our subject was placed early on the paper, it was rele- 
gated to a sectional meeting, and had to contend against the attrac- 
tions of a question of vital interest just now — " Religious Education in 
Schools" — which was being discussed at the same hour in the Con- 
gress Hall. Moreover, the morning sittings last three hours only, 
and the first part of Wednesday morning was devoted to another sub- 
ject, thus (assuming the time to be equally divided) leaving only an 
hour and a half for the question of Free and Open Churches. Of 
this ninety minutes, seventy were appropriated (if we must use the 
word) to the selected readers and speakers, so that only twenty 
minutes were available for the discussion. This is all too short, and 
we might even in the interests of our opponents, whom we are always 
glad to meet, plead at least for an entire Sectional Meeting, if not 
for a place of honovu: in the Congress Hall. We trust that this will 
be borne in mind by the Subjects Committee at the next Congress. 

With the exception of the drawback above alluded to, we have 
every reason to be satisfied. The audience was most enthusiastic, 
and the manner in which the room began to fill as the time drew 
near, and the cheers with which the announcement of the subject of 
" Free and Open Churches" was received, show that public interest 
in the cause has in no way diminished. It was also noticeable that 
whenever the question was incidentally alluded to by speakers at 
other meetings, as, for instance, by the Rev. Mr. Twigg, in the course 
of his paper on " Revival Movements," it was received with decided 
expressions of approbation. 

We must proceed, however, to report the proceedings in detail. 
After a few introductory words, the Chairman, Bishop Hobhouse, 
called upon the Dean of York, who read the following paper : — 

The question of Free and Open churches has diminished neither in interest nor 
importance, notwithstanding other and more exciting controversies of the present 
age, and I beg leave to congratulate the members of this Congress on the subject 
having been formally and officially recognized, and placed m the category for 
papers and discussion. When the population of England is increasing with in- 
credible rapidity, and when the question meets us on all sides, How shsdl we most 
effectually reach the masses with spiritual ministrations ? the question of free and 
tmappropriated churches presses for consideration, difficidt to resist. 
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Origin of Pews and Appropriation, 
In early times churches were principally, if not wholly, free. They consisted of 
a nave, aisles, and at the east end of the nave a semi-circular apse ; when the change 
took place from the plan of a basilica to that of a Saxon or other early church 
is not very clear, but in England the apse disappeared, and so completely, that 
amongst the vast number of old parish churches still existing, it is said that there 
are to be found only about forty with apses, and of them a very small proportion 
date more recently than the twelfth century. In ordinary parish churches the 
clergy were provided with a sedile, cut in the south wall of the chancel; usually 
there were three such sedilia for the priest, deacon, and sub-deacon. At this 
time we find no seats or other similar provision for the accommodation of the 
congregation. Qccasionally a stone bench ran round the north, south, and west 
walls, and I am told that there is an instance of a stone bench running round 
each of the pillars. With the exception of a canon, made by the Diocesan 
Synod of Exeter in 1287, denouncing the conduct of persons claiming exclusive 
right to particular seats, we find in England no recognized sitting accommodation 
for the congregation before the fourteenth century, and a sitting posture in church 
would have been considered a novelty. I may observe that porches were gene- 
rally fitted with a stone bench down each side, that people might rest themselves 
previous to the service. It is evident that the general fitting of churches with 
benches is of late date. These benches were at first of massive structure, but 
were moveable, for in 1464, in the accounts of St. Michael's church, Cornhill, 
there is an entry for payment of carriage to and fro, and another payment for 
cleansing the dust which had accumulate beneath these seats. In 1493 there was 
an action for trespass ; the people complained that they could not have their 
standing, by reason of such seats in the church. The action was brought for 
breaking and carrying away the seat of the plaintiff, but the judges held that "if 
one does not hold such a seat by prescription, the daim cannot be good, for the 
church is common to all." Bishop Bentham, in his Coventry and Lichfield 
Visitation Articles in 1565, directs ** that you daily call upon the people to come to 
the church upon the Sabbath days in due time, and then to occupy themselves in 
devout prayers in the time of Divine Service, and not to walk up and down in 
the church, nor to jangle, babble, nor talk in service time." This would seem to 
indicate that the churdies were only very partially fitted with seats in the middle 
of the sixteenth century, or there would not have been much space left for 
walking up and down. From this time, however, seats became more general, 
and the pew system may be dated. It is recorded of the Lord Chancellor, Sir 
Thomas More : '* Uppon the holie dayes, during his High Chancellorship, one of his 
gentlemen when service at the churche was donne, ordinarilie vsed to come 
to My Ladie, his wives pue dore, and sale unto her, * My Lord is gone ; ' 
the next holidaie after the surrender of his office and departure of his 
gentlemen from him, he came unto My Ladie his wifes pue himselfe, and 
making a low courtesie, said unto her, * Madam, my Lord is gone ; ' but she, 
thinking this at first to be but one of his jests, was little moved, till he told her 
sadly, he had given up the Great Scale." 

Rise of Peuhrenis, 
With the spread of the pew system, a money payment came into 
existence in the shape of a pew-rent. In the accounts of the church- 
wardens of St. Margaret, Westminster, is a charge of bs. &i to Sir 
Hugh Vaughan, Knight, for his part of a pew, and again there is ** received of 
Knyght, the Courtyer, for his wive's pewe 2j." Happily, however, the instances, 
even in those days, were not sufficient to support a legalization of pew-rents 
by custom. With the establishment of pews and pew-rents, another evil 
arose. Certain persons imagined that because they and their predecessors had 
for a long period of time occupied the same pew, they had acquired a freehold 
right, and that [such property could be bought and sold. On one occasion an 
auctioneer, with dry gravity, thus addressed his audience, " If all the ocean were 
ink, and fldl the forests pens, and all the men and women writers, and a scroll was 
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to reach from sky to sky, it would not contain all the advanta^^es of the pew I 
now offer for competition, amongst which the greatest is the opportonity it affords 

of listening to the chaplain of Lord ^ who has left more brilliant scenes for 

the sake of converting ns heathen." He added, after a pause, "There is one 
convert already," seeing a Quaker 'stand up to bid. Thus did the pew system 
grow into life. 

77u Pew 'System excludes the People, 
The giving of ecclesiastical privileges, according to social rank, or for a 
money payment, or by becoming a Quaker's tenant, at first to the disadvantage, 
then to tne exclusion of many, and frequently of an immense majority of the 
parishioners, has become a very grave question. It attracts general attention ; it is 
seen to be of vast, and it may prove to be of vital importance to the whole Church 
of England. Let me for a moment take this audience to the metropolitan city of 
this kingdom. I have in my possession a list of seventeen London parishes con- 
taining 200,000 souls ; six of these parishes have free and open churches ; one 
churc^ the parish of which contains 14,800 souls, has no free sittings, and the re- 
maining have about 5000 free seats for this mass of inhabitants. Let me add the 
observations of one who speaks from experience: — "On Sunday I went to the 
parish church accompanied by a friend ; ten minutes before the service we found it 
all but empty ; the scanty provision made for the poor in the centre passage was 
all filled, and we turned into the free seats under the west gallery. A descrip- 
tion of these will be interesting. It was a curious little endosuie, separated 
entirely from the more fashionable portion of the church. The seat was from 
eight to nine inches wide. The back of the preceding seat was so dose we were 
obliged to keep our knees wide apart, and when we knelt we underwent no ordinary 
penance." I venture to ask, are such regulations likely to impress on the working 
classes that they are welcome in their parish church ? Tliis b in truth the state of 
the case. An edifice reared by the munificence of a former age is the parish church, 
the church of the parishioners, rich and poor alike ; for each and all it is opened 
for public worship ; every parishioner has equally a common law right to a seat in 
his parish church, and yet the right is enjoyed only by few. In our large towns, 
and it is of these I am prindpally speaking, the greater part of the parishioners 
enjoy no such right, and it is not surprising if they seem to have become indif- 
ferent The Church has become the property of the rich, and has no place for 
the poor. The pew system and pew-rents have virtually closed the church against 
the poor, have done much to alienate the working dasses. 

Fewed Churches and Free Churches Compared. 

It has, however, been allied that if pews and pew-rents alienate the poorer 
parishkmers, free and open churches alienate the higher classes. My experience 
leads to no such condusion. How is it that free and unappropriated churches are 
filled in a way which is not often seen in appropriated churches? How is it 
that All Saints*, Margaret Street, overflows, whilst St. George's, Hanover Square, 
is, comparativdy spring, deserted ? How is it that the high and the highest in 
the land worslup at the former and mingle without reserve with their humbler fellow- 
subjects ? How is it that within the walls of All Saints' rich and poor meet 
together and present the very essence of public worship? 

If ever there was a time when free and unappropriated churches should . 
be encouraged, that time is the present Men can no longer be compdled to 
attend thdr parish church. A hard and fast line can no longer be drawn 
round each parish. The varieties of taste and opinion, the facilities of locomotion, 
the impossibility of rigid uniformity, and the attractions of ornate services, 
render public worship no longer parochial. If, therefore, the people crowd into 
free and unapipropriated churches where the services are hearty and attractive, to 
the exclusion of parishioners, if there is, as has been said, a ** general surging" 
into such churches, the intruders may say that they in their turn are excluded 
from their own churches by appropriation, and the real remedy will be to 
make more churches free, more services attractive, a more elastic system, and 
thus to disarm those who now wander, and who excuse themselves on the plea that 
they are either excluded from their own parish church or else are relegated to re- 
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mote comers. ''Is it too much to say," asks one, who is iio meati authority, 
"that people who, with infinite pains and anxious care, have been led from the 
gin-shop to the street-sermon, from the street to the mission-room, from the 
mission-room to the class; led to the church at last, and who find there a lower 
and more selfish state of things than they found in the mission-room, may receive 
wounds to their souls which will never more be healed ? To have been told that 
worship in its fulness is what they should render, that to take their place with the 
great congregation is to enter the ranks of the more privileged and advanced, and 
then to find, the more identified as brethren they become, the less the welcome as 
brethren they receive." 

The National Church must be Free, 
To be the centre of light and life, to evangelize the masses of our countrymen, to 
do the important work of moulding the religion of the people, the churches of the 
land must be free — all that is symbolized by the pew system must be given up — 
and we may say it with thankfulness, that the principle of a "free church " is every 
year more and more recognized. Such churches are multiplying throughout the 
land, and are one more of those many evidences at this moment of increased 
religious life, and of a deepening sense of individual responsibility. I am not 
unaware that this question is regarded as part of a system which finds little favour 
with some persons, and is looked upon with suspicion by others; but I desire to 
advocate nothing but what the Church of England teaches, and what a fair inter- 
pretation of the Prayer Book gives. I do not believe in the alienation of the laity. 
My experience tells me that the Church of England is strong in the affections of 
the laity, and that, when properly instructed, the laity are thirsting for Church 
teaching, and thankfully accept Church privileges. I believe in ornament, in 
stateliness in our churches, in freedom of worship, in services conducted ^vith 
reverence and decorum. It is the absence of these which has driven away our 
middle-class laity; and I am thankful to read that a Committee of the present 
House of Commons has recently reported, **that whilst it is desirable to maintain 
the parochial system in active vigour, and also to avoid every needless interference 
with the privileges of incumbents, it is no less desirable to recognize the claims of 
laymen to the further spiritual ministrations which they need and desire to obtain." 
The three-decker and the old-fashioned perfimctory service, the duet carried on 
between the incumbent and the clerk, whilst the heads of the congregation are just 
visible above the high-sided pews, will soon belong to a former age. They are not 
yet quite unknown. On the 20th of last June, being observed as the day of the 
Queen's Accession, a service of this kind occurred. The clerk read the verse, 
"Blessed be the name of his Majesty for ever," and then, thikning there was 
something wrong, hesitated, and concluded in a manner which left no doubt of his 
loyalty, ** All, sdl the earth shall be filled with Her Majesty. Amen. Amen." 

Present Prospects of the Movement, 
That the position of the Church, owing to her transition state, is not an 
unanxiQUs one few persons will probably deny; but we are in the hands of One who 
overrules all things for good, and if it should please Him that we in this our day 
and generation should be instruments in His hands for the development of spiri- 
tual life, and to testify in all its reality to that deposit which we have received from 
Himself — if we may affirm that, notwithstanding our difficulties and differences, we 
have received gifts during the last twenty-five years such as have seldom been 
bestowed on any religious community — ^if we can appeal to deepened spiritual life, 
to a transformed and an energetic clergy, to a laity not alienated, but less cold and 
less indifferent than formerly, and nobly responding to efforts made by a faithful 
clergy — if we can point to education vigorously pushed, to churches free, open, and 
well-ordered, to congregations manifesting reverence and decorum, to increased and 
increasing communicants, to the restoration of the true glory and beauty of the 
sanctuary, and in their full expressiveness and heartiness to the touching congre- 
gational services of the Church of England, surely we may feel that the work is 
being signally blessed, and that future ages will say that we did not wholly live in 
vain, nor labour in vain; but they will add, and we must add, ** Not unto us, O Lord, 
not unto us, but unto Thy name give the praise." 
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The not pspa was lesd bf Ae Ejuel of SBMEwsMntr— 

Conntoatmi windi I vin skocdr asnate bzve mrfarrd ne toofiKTapopcrto 
the ClHDcb Coafrcas oa tins occa-aon, fiiscif , becnse I dboo^ that sack an 
iaq)OftantSBb)ect vasagfmweU voctlijofHidcK, andt^ vtxk of the Con- 
gnm woald Inrdif be CDomlele if so intcicstixig a topic shoold he left out of the 
hai* I coofeM tlot tbcN^ I hove midritalrfH the task, I approach the solqect 
with peat diflMrnrr, and vcxc it not dm I had had the hoooar of pceatfing over 
the Natioosd AsMciatioii Ibr the Freedom of Woch^ which has its station in 
Mandiester, and that I todtaaroand, tboog^ withoat success* in the ^cais 1871 
and 1872 to effect a nmon between the SooeTf iridch existed in Manchester and 
the London Societies then jccakkd over bj Lords liHtamdiBe and Xeisoo (and 
thus may hare gsdned some mfonnation) I should be aficaid of mj poweis to treat 
the matter in a manner wordij of the canse. I do not pnipohe to aDnde in any 
way farther to the controvert which aiose from endeafoms to secure this amalga. 
notion, though I confeK that in ntbxnxtg to the pamphlfis and eocrespcndence 
pnblidicd at the time I dnnk they are creditable to the energy and wcxk of an the 
Societies^ and have sufiiced to prove without a doobt that there is the greatest 
interest taken in the Free and Open Church movement. That is the point which 
I wish mcially to press npon this assembly ;a|id knowing that I shall be foDowed 
by my friends Lord NdsoOy Sir P. Heywood, and Mr. Herford, I cannot but hope 
that any weakness in my statements may be strengthened by the aigoments which 
I am sore they win bring fofwaid. The subject is hi too earnest a one for ns to 
waste the time of the Coi^;res5 in considering whether the vanons Societies should 
hare amalgamated or ought to amalgamate. This is a matter of detail for the 
▼arions Coimcils if they should so thiu fit; but what I consider of real importance 
is that the work of the Free and Open Chinch movement shonld have the a^proyal 
of this assembly, that it should gp forth to the world that in the opinion of this 
great Church Cot^iress, held at Stoke-on-Trent^ in 1875, the work was not only 
deiHrable but imperative upon us. I now proceed to c^er yon evidence in support 
of this statement, and I am glad to think that it is of so Yolmninous a nature that 
there wiU be no doubt of the facts that I have stated, and that, considering the 
nueans that we have bad, our success has been such that we have only to persevere 
in our efforts to effect much more good. I caimot presume to weary you with 
statistics, but let me take at h^hazard many of the reports that are before us. I 
quote from the Ninth Annual Report of the Free and Open Church Association at 
Norfolk Street, Strand, Lcmdon, over which I presided last year. What does it say ? 
This— and it is a glorious statement — ^that there are now in London and its suburbs 
1 53 free churches, 295 churches with weekly offertory, and 123 churches open for 
private prayer. Further, it states that the members of the Society have increased, 
that the work of the Cotincil has increased, and to get through that work many 
more meetings have to be held, that the applications for information are incessant, 
that it has been found necessary to very largely increase the publications of the 
Assodation, and that, irrespective of the monthly issue of the " Free and Open 
Church Advocate," which has averaged 1500, the number printed has been 
upwards of 122,000. I leave the reports of the other Societies to speak for them- 
selves, but I cannot but allude to a pamphlet just issued by the London Free and 
Open Church Association, which gives most valuable facts and opinions about 
some five hundred parishes in town and country, printed in a tabular form. It 
truly says that the movement in favour of free and open churches, though now so 
general, is still so far recent that the data of eicperience have not as yet been suffi- 
ciently collected. When the case had to be argued it was not possible to satisfy 
the Endish demand for ** facts " till the conversion of some at all events had con- 
tributed to produce them. The experience must be by this time ample and varied 
enough, but no such effort has been made to gather up its results. The value of 
such^ results, making all allowances for drawbacks, is manifest. If they prove 
nothing else, they prove how wide-spread is the conviction that the pew system 
is the great hindrance to the Church's work. But they also prove that in all sorts 
and conditions of parishes it mav be hopefuUy and even profitably removed. From 
a return made by the order of the House of Commons, in the year 1867, it appeared 
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that by an analysis of the churches in the Parish of Manchester (which happened 
to be just sixty-seven churches also in number) that the average pew rental of 
these — all town churches, and including rich suburban populations — ^was £\^* 
In twenty-four cases it was under £\co ; in only ten cases over ;f300. As far back 
as 1866, the Rev. £. A. Sandford read a paper at Taunton in which he gave the results 
of experience from eighteen parishes selected from many others, as applicable to 
a deanery consisting mostly of country towns and small agricultural parishes. To 
an aggregate popiSation of 25,884, we have a product of £^Affl dr. i</., or an 
average of about £\(io per church. In all cases but one the congr^;ations had 
either not suffered (as was alleged to be the case) or had improved, and of the 
longest experience of all, dating from 1840, the incumbent is able to say : — "Not 
aware that any man, woman, or child, was ever kept away from church by it, con- 
fident that many love the public worship of God all the better for it" I cannot 
resist giving these figures, for facts always surpass argument. Referring to 
some statistics collected by the Chester Diocesan Association in 1869, 
the pamphlet goes on to say : — " Returns from a fair number of churches 
were obtained, of which fifty or sixty were published, fairly chosen, as types 
of various sorts and conditions, with a digest of the verbal testimony of 
the clergy. At that time thirty-nine churches gave an aggr^^ate yield of ;f 16,752, 
or upwards of £ipo per church. In one case the amount nearly doubles when 
pew-rents, simply, are given up, and nearly doubles again when appropriation is 
abolished. In fifteen, where the comparison with former methods was made, the 
increase is from an aggregate of about £7000 to one of about ;f 5500. In one 
case the expression is * rose immediately from £^0 to £200,* In seventeen churches 
there is an increase of attendance from 3100 to 4800, besides such as 'great in- 
crease,' 'doubled,* and * three or four-fold,' and one remarkable case in which the 
communicants now double the former congregation." I make no apology for 
quoting these facts ; they speak boldly for themselves, and only require permeating 
through society to make the movement more and more successful. I thmk I have 
clearly shown that wherever pew-rents are abolished, and the offertory intro- 
duced, the income of the church is increased ; and I believe I am correctly 
stating the law of the land, when I say that I believe that it is illegal for any 
part of the church to be assigned to the richer portion of the inhabitants of a 
parish, but that it equally belongs to the poor and rich alike, and that it is the 
duty of the churchwardens, as far as the accommodation of the church permits, to 
find places for all, irrespective of their position in society. It is not, however, 
my intention to dwell upon the legal question, doubtless it will be more fully 
treated by those who follow me. I, however, would say as a churchwarden, 
that a case occurred only the other day where a parishioner, a most 
regular attendant at worship, asked me to appropriate him a seat, as he was 
continually crowded out by both parishioners and non-parishioners, so that he and 
his family could not obtain a seat. The church has open seats, the pews having 
happily been done away with; but somehow or other, though it was intended to be 
free, the seats became appropriated to the hall, the establishment, certain farmers, 
and to the school children. The only possible way I can see to remedy such cases 
in the church I speak of -is, to do away with the oak seats, and have chairs with 
cocoa-nut matting underneath them, so as to avoid noise; but the removal would 
be a considerable expense, and I do not think would be popular in the parish. 
I should say that formerly the pews were appropriated, but no rents paid for them. 
Another case of difficulty has come before me, where the belief in the parish exists 
that the pew belongs to the farm. I had some short time ago, when the pews 
were done away with in this church, and the seats made open, to settle a dispute 
between two farmers who had had for generations their family pews, for which 
they possessed an hereditary affection. It was in this case quite necessary to 
appropriate the seats. The congregation had not as yet been educated up to the 
unappropriated seat, and doubtless in this case these farmers would have left the 
church rather than have what they call their '' rights " infringed upon. 

I have said, and believe it to be true, that the best way to destroy the pew 
system, and to prevent appropriation of seats, is to imitate^ the example set us 
abroad in having chairs. By this means every worshipper has accommodation. 
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individually, and no room is wasted. ' Another difficulty often occurs due to 
the natural tendency of a family liking to worship together ; the father, say, at 
one end of the seat, the children between them, and the mother at the other end. 
Now such a feeling must not be arbitrarily put down, as it is often conducive to 
great good ; the parents being able to see that the children are at least decorous — 
if not attentive to the service. I mention these points because I think that the 
advocates of the Free and Open Church movement should adapt themselves to 
the circumstance of each individual church, rather than attempt to lay down a 
fixed rule whid) would, I think, be of too arbitrary a nature to be generally 
accepted. In some churches I have seen rows of chairs; but I think the 
system I would principally recommend is the single chair system in preference to 
all others, as, wherever I have seen them used, both abroad and at home, I have 
always noticed that where they are in use, there is really no distinction between 
rich and poor. The lady in satin will be found worshipping close to the poorest 
in the congregation. If either the one or the other does not like the vicinity of 
each other, dl they have to do is to move their place. Besides, by the use of 
chairs a great deal of space is saved, and I think it is an economical arrange- 
ment. I am quite sure that the poor prefer this system to any other, as it gives 
a selection of spot, and avoids any dispute as to occupying the same seat. Where 
open seats exist, I would suggest that it might be a good plan that those who 
come first to church should take the seats nearest the altar, and that each seat 
should be filled up before another was occupied. This would avoid very great 
interruption — for I know of no greater inconvenience than, after service has com- 
menced, being interrupted by late comers, for whom, if you are on your knees, 
you have to rise to give them access to the seat. I have ventured to speak of 
the difficulties which have occurred to me in my experience, and J make these few 
suggestions, believing that the action of the promoters of the Free and Open 
Church movement will alone succeed, if they use conciliatory measures, and do 
not attempt to lay down a hard and fast rule. I think I have now said enough 
to prove that firee and open churches are becoming popular, and if the people 
are educated up to them will become general. Doubtless, originally, there was, 
and is now, a certain amount of prejudice amongst the clergy themselves, and 
many preferred a fixed income from pew-rents rather than trust to the offertory ; 
but to me it is most satisfactory to be able to state, not as a matter of opinion, but 
as a fact, and I have given you some statistics on the subject, that where the 
offisrtory is used it all but universally answers. Another prejudice, but I think 
that is dying out, is a sort of belief that the size of your pew and the amount you 
paid for it, gave you a certain amoimt of religious respectability. It was almost 
like the difference of the man who keeps a carriage and the man who does not. 
Another point : take domestic servants ; I am very doubtful whether they like a 
great pew being kept for them ; as a master of a laige establishment I believe they 
infinitely prefer being allowed to worship where and how they like, and masters 
should give them the opportunity of going to church ; and I would say, further, that 
it would be far better if it was not customary that they should go in a body 
dressed in their livery, but that time should be made for them to go, and that they 
ought to dress as they like, and that in God*s house there should be no distinction 
between master and servant. I have spoken of the profitable results of the offer- 
tory as compared with the pew system, but I have not yet alluded to the Scriptural 
necessity for it. It is inculcated in Scripture, and we have only to read the offertory 
sentences in our Communion Service to convince ourselves that this is the right way 
to meet all necessary expenses of a church and its congregation. I now trust 
that I have said enough to establish two facts, viz., that pews should be done 
away with, and that the offertory should be always made use of. I will now say 
a few words, and they shall be brie^ on the importance of churches being 
always kept open for private prayer. I could name several instances where 
it is of great use. To the workman and the artisan going or returning from his 
daily work it is a source of unspeakable comfort. To all of us, whether in joy or 
in sorrow, it is a great blessing either to have an opportunity of returning thanks 
for mercies received or to supplicate for help. Occasion is thus afforded, if one 
. be in anger, to pray for good temper, to forget injuries \ in fact, to have the 
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advantage of the sacred building for all purposes of private prayer. There is 
only one argument against churches being open, that is, the expense of having an 
attendant there to see that nothing is taken away, and to ke^ the edifice clean ; 
but I feel sure that if an alms-box were placed at the door for those who liked to 
avail themselves of this privilege, these expenses would be met. As to the idea 
of theft and sacrilege, I think there is a remedy in the hands of the public autho- 
rities of the country. I need not say any more on this head. Not only should 
a church be free and open, but I would advocate continual services as long as 
there were people to attend to them. I believe if there was staff enough, churches 
would be open all day in great towns. I have no doubt that if there was a short 
service for a quarter of an hour every morning, before men went to work, the people 
would come, and be glad of it ; and again in the evening. And I think this could 
be carried out in many cases in the agricultural districts. I go further. I say it 
is a disgrace to the Church of England that this is not done. Surely, with the 
wealth of this great country such work ought to be achieved. Putting aside the 
morality of the question, I would argue it on economical grounds. Look what is 
spent by the country annually in the repression of crime and the protection of 
property. Some, perhaps, will say State aid is impossible ; that the Dissenters 
would be up and against us in a body at being made to pay for what they did 
not approve of. Are we sure that the Dissenters disapprove of the Established 
Church ? I think not. Many of them attend our services, and they prefer avail- 
ing themselves of the services of our church, both for marriage and burial. I 
think if we could insist, at the next census, that the people should return what 
religious denomination they belonged to, that very large numbers would describe 
themselves as members of the Church of England. What I think that the Dis* 
senters and people object to is what the promoters of the Free and Open 
Church state that they object to, viz. : — the church being for any particular 
class. It is the National Church, and the Established Church, and yet they 
cannnot avail themselves sufficiently of her services. Therefore, some are driven 
to other forms of worship, and others never worship at all. Now what is our 
duty, and what are our objects ? 

1st. To maintain as a principle of the parochial system the equal right of all 
parishioners, rich and poor alike, to the free use of their parish church. 

2nd. To promote the restoration to the people of churches now closed to them by 
private appropriation, and the building and endowing of Free and Unappropriated 
Churches. 

3rd. To promote the revival of the weekly offertory, in substitution for pew-rents, 
and as the Scriptural and most efficient means prescribed by the Church of Eng- 
land of raising money for all such pious and charitable uses as the minister and 
churchwardens shall think fit. 

4th. To promote the opening of churches through every day in the week for 
private prayer. 

Now I trust I have proved, both by argument and by facts, that these objects 
are well worthy of support. We speak with no uncertain sound — we know what 
our duty is. The question is, how we are to do it ? I say, take the people into 
your confidence— take the church to them. Let services be held out of doors of 
the Church of England, in the great public parks. If morning and evening 
prayer were used in this way. the people would be attracted, and our churches 
would be full. Let us try in our great naval ports. Is there accommodation for 
the sailors and the soldiers and the poor ? I say we must avail ourselves of what 
means we have, and when we have established the religious feeling, then we 
shall have our churches free and unappropriated, and this great country, famous 
for its wealth, its morality, and all that is worthy of her great name, will more 
and more stand forth in the estimation of the world as not only one of the greatest 
nations in the world, but the most moral, and therefore the happiest, nation in 
the world. 

This paper was followed by a speech from Sir Percival Hey- 
WOOD, Bart. : — - 

The large attendance in this room may, I think, be^taken as evidence of the 
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great interest felt in the subject, although I cannot assume that you are all in 
favour of free and open churches, but I am quite sure that you are not all 
advocates of pews. - Possibly, if his lordship were to call for a show of hands, the 
preponderance might be in favour of a partial allotment of seats. [This viras met 
by cries of "No/'] At all events, we are assembled here for the pur^iose of 
friendly discussion, and I may say at the outset that I have no kind of doubt as 
to which is the best plan. The experience of many years has convinced me that 
there iff absolutely no choice but that of entire and absolute freedom. 

Open Churches, 
With regard to the question of open churches, there cannot, I think, be any 
difference of opinion. No longer ought the closed church door throughout the 
week intimate that the world is to be worshipped for six days, and God only on 
the seventh. I know of no right in the incumbent, churchwarden, or sexton to 
turn the key of the parish diurch against me. Leaving that point, however, let us 
pass to the more difficult question of appropriated or unappropriated seats. 
Appropriated Seats. — Rich and poor should worship together. 
The old-fashioned high pews are not gone, but they are going, and in new and 
restored churches, our architects will not now allow any but seats of even height, and 
they almost universally refuse to have doers. I have, however, some doubt as to 
the advisability of removing doors from appropriated seats. If a seat in a church 
is appropriated, I think it is better to show that there is an appropriation, and to 
put a door to that seat. In some churches we find the word ** free" upon certain 
seats, and it is then taken for granted that the seats which have no such intimation 
upon them are appropriated. There is, however, often a difficulty in finding that 
out, and I think that those who desire to possess appropriated seats should have 
the appropriation distinctly shown by putting up a door. Nevertheless I should 
earnestly desire that every door might very soon be taken off again. I must 
confess that I cannot see a single valid argument in favour of appropriated 
seats. The great objection raised against free churches is that of overcrowding, 
but my answer to this is that the advocates of free and open churches may then thank 
God and take courage. There are remedies for overcrowding, and if two services 
a day are not enough for the whole of the worshippers, let there be three or more. 
If those do not suffice, let another church be built. If the rich man is crowded 
out of the church, let him thank God that it is so, as perhaps it is a call to 
him to supply the want. If the poor man is crowd^ out let the rich man take 
care that the caus» be removed as speedily as possible by building a new 
church. With regard to another objection, that in free churches there is a 
difficulty caused by members of different classes of society sitting neaV to each 
other, I am thankful to say that personally I know nothing whatever of any such 
difficulty. For many years I have had the privilege of worshipping in an absolutely 
free church, and, speaking in my capacity of churchwarden, I can confidently say 
that never once has any difficulty of that kind arisen. If I am to be shut away 
from my poorer neighbour in worship at church, I wouM rather get out of that 
church altogether. Indeed, the most valued lessons which I have learned in 
public worship have been when kneeling beside my poorest brother, and it is 
impossible for us to be worshipping God axight if we feel uneasy at the near proxi- 
mity of some one in a humbler position in life. It has been said to me, '* You 
may feel that, but those of humbler position do feel the constraint." My 
experience, however, tells me that it is not so. 

Separation of the Sexes. 
In the church of which I am speaking the men are seated on one side, and the 
women on the other. For many reasons, I hold this to be a desirable arrangement. 
I know that objections are brought forward against the plan, and one is that it causes 
£unilies to be divided. Now, no one respects more than I do the feeling or desire 
that a family should worship together. I find, however, that in family prayer in 
the private room it is not always usual for the mother to kneel close by the father, 
or for the children to kneel close together. I take this opportuxiity of saying that 
a private room is not by any means the best place for family prayer, and I think 
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that in all large houses there should be a prayer-room, not actually within the walls 
of the house, but between the house and the premises occupied by the out-door men, 
or in which they are employed. Let family prayer be held there, and the men from 
the farm or garden or stable all come in, as well as the maids and women from the 
house, and simply separate the two sexes — one being placed on one side and the 
other on the other side — and the whole difficulty of families being divided in church 
will, I conceive, be overcome. I am accustomed in my own household to have 
family prayer in this way, and those who have joined in it under such circum- 
stances, feel no change in going from the prayer-room to the church, where, as I 
have already stated, a similar division is made. 

The Offertory. 
Another difficulty is with regard to the pew-rents paid for the maintenance of 
the church, or for the stipend of the clergy. That is a grave difficulty, but I 
believe that it will be overcome gradually, if not at once, by the introduction of 
the offertory, which, to my mind, has not been developed to anything like the 
extent that it should and might be. I have sometimes been asked if I have heard 
of thousands of pounds being collected at the offertory at such and such a church 
in London. But what does that mean ? Why, every day we read in the news- 
papers of men giving a thousand pounds and more for a picture, for a couple of 
china vases, or even for a few shorthorn cows. And is that all that is to be given 
to God in his church ? Surely the money now received in the offertory is as 
nothing. It is because we have not realized the true nature of the offertory, and 
what it should do, that such miserably poor sums are raised by it ; and also, I 
think, because the appropriation of the money given in the offertory has not been 
properly considered. I hold that every time the offertory is collected distinct 
notice should be given beforehand of the object to which it will be devoted. I 
cannot approve of the practice of dividing the offertory into three portions only. 
Every time a man goes to church he* ought to be allowed to contribute as he feels 
disposed, towards one special object. It has been lately stated that boxes at the 
church doors have not been found successful. They are not likely to be, because 
it is never known what is intended to be done with the money put into them. If 
there were to be three separate boxes, say one to receive offerings for the poor, 
one for the maintenance of the services of the church, and one for the support of the 
clergy, a person would know exactly what he was giving to. Again, the money 
often remains in the alms-boxes for some time, and one does not know when it will 
be transferred to the fund for which it is intended. I think that every Sunday 
when the offertory is collected for a certain object, the churchwardens should 
empty the box and present the contents, with the offerings of the congregation, 
to God on the altar. There is, to my mind, no more important ritual in a small 
way than that which is now so often seen, viz., the offertory collected, the 
collectors handing the bags to the churchwardens, and the churchwardens in their 
turn placing them on the alms-dish, and, as the offerings are laid by the priest 
on the altar, bowing their reverence and retiring. If the intention of the offertory 
were thoroughly understood, I think that even the thousands of pounds given in 
the churches to which reference has been made, would sink into nothingness by 
comparison with what would be raised in future. 

Mr. James Croston, F.S.A., of Manchester, was the next speaker, 
he said : — 

In complying with the invitation to speak on this subject, I feel at the outset 
that I am placed in a position of some difficulty ; for it is only right to say that 
though I believe, to a large extent, in the principles of the Free and Open Church 
Association, I do not accept the entire platform of that body ; and occupying this 
mtermediate position, it is not unlikely that in my remarks I shall fail to satisfy 
either party, and it is just as probable that I shall succeed m giving offence to both. 
After what has been said by Lord Shrewsbury and the other speakers, it is 
unnecessary fo'r me to remark upon the evils resulting from the restrictions placed 
upon freedom of worship by what the noble lord has called ' the iniquitous pew 
system,* and the tendency of those restrictions to alienate the people from the 
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Church. I shall therefore confine my observations to another phase of the question 
— ^how far the practice of pew-renting is consistent with, or antagonistic to the 
parochial system, which I think we sl^ll all admit is essential to the maintenance 
of a Natioxial Church. 

Rise oftht Parochial System, 

The parochial system of the Church of -England dates from a period long 
anterior to the Norman era. When an early Saxon landed proprietor founded a 
church it was an evidence of his piety. He built it for the use of his family, 
his retainers, and all in fact who were located on his demesne. When it bepame 
a parish church, the boundaries of the parish were identical with the boundaries 
of his estate, and all residing within those geographical limits had a common 
and equal right to the services of the minister, of worshipping in the church 
during life, and of burial in the graveyard in death. Thus it came to pass 
that by the common law and the ancient practice of England, every parishioner 
had an equal right to a place in his own parish church, which was the common 
heritage of the people, no distinction being made between rich and poor. They 
met together as one common brotherhood before one God, the Father and Maker 
of them all. 

Origin of Seats in Churches, 

We sometimes hear a good deal of what was the practice of seating the 
people in primitive times ; but I am inclined to think that if we go back to 
that early period, we shall find that the people were not seated at all ; for 
seats or benches did not come into use until the people had acquired more 
luxurious habits. At first it was the fashion to indulge the patron of the church 
with a stall and desk within the chancel, and the earliest notice we have 
occurs in Bishop Grosthead*s injunctions to the diocese of Lincoln, about the 
year 1240 ; this led to the introduction of open seats or benches. It was not, 
however, until after the Reformation that enclosed pews came into vogue, and then 
for a long time they were limited to the patron or to persons of distinction, who 
erected them at their own cost in private chapels. The Dean of York in his paper 
drew attention to an entry in the accounts of the church of St. Margaret, West- 
minster, where a charge of six shillings and eight pence is made to Sir Hugh 
Vaughan for his part of a pew, and cited this as an early illustration of pew-rents 
being charged ; but I am inclined to think, looking at the amount charged and the 
value of money at that time, (for the entry is under date, 1509,) that this is not a 
pew-rent, but the charge for constructing a portion of a seat ; for, though it is 
called a pew, it does not of necessity follow that it was an enclosed one. So long 
as the fashion continued of persons constructing their own seats in such chapels, 
beyond the evil example afforded no great harm was done. 

Appropriation under pretended Faculties, 

But what the wealthier people did in their private chapels, others sought to do in 
the nave or parochial portion of the church ; pews were appropriated to certain 
individuals to the exclusion of others, and in this way the common rights of the 
parishioners were encroached upon. Oftentimes this was done under cover of a 
pretended faculty, which, by mystifying the people as to what they might or might 
not dp in their own parish churches, sought to over-ride the law. I trust the Right 
Kev. Chairman will not consider me wanting in courtesy to the Episcopal bench, 
if I say that these faculties are hardly worth the paper on which they are written ; 
and I think that point has been clearly established by that profound lawyer, the late 
Lord Tenterden, who, when one of these documents was paraded before him, 
declared that such faculties had no validity in law. A faculty cannot make 
lawful that which is in itself unlawful. By the common law the seats in every parish 
church are free and common to all the parishioners, and no faculty can over-ride 
the actual law by imposing a new one that is repugnant to the spirit and practice 
of it. 

Pews only used by Women j and by the Aged or Infirm, 

It appears from the introduction to Archdeacon Hale's ** Precedents and Pro- 
ceedings in Criminal Causes, illustrative of the Discipline of the Church of 
England,*' that so laie as 161 7- it was accounted -a grand scandal for a young 
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maid to b^seen sitting in a pew with her mother. He cites an instance- where, a 
young person had been admonished for the offence, and presented for her contu- 
macy in repeating it — an evidence that at that time, when pews existed, they were 
only used by the aged and infirm. 

' T^ Church Building Acts and modern Pew Legislation, 
I have spoken only of the more ancient parishes. With the rapid increase 
of population in our large centres of industry during the earlier part of the 
present century, came the necessity for additional church accommodation, 
and what are known as the Church Building Acts were passed to &x:ilitate 
the erection of churches; and it is to the evil which arises from these 
enactments that I wish to draw your special attention. As a means of pro- 
viding for the maintenance of the minister, pew-rents were authorized to be 
charged; expediency, and not principle, being the distinguishing feature of these 
statutes. Generally, at the time of their erection, the churches built under these 
Acts had no parochial rights; they were nothing more than congregational churches, 
or, strictly speaking, chapels-of-ease; and, though conventional districts were 
assigned to them, the people retained their rights in the mother church. Under 
this condition of things perhaps no great injury was done; but in course of time the 
conventional districts assigned to these pewed churches were detached and became 
distinct parishes, the people inhabiting them were cut off from the mother church, 
and, under shelter of these Church Building Acts and the pew-rents which they 
legalized, the people were deprived of their common right of free worship in their 
parish churches. It is in dealing with these modern parishes that I fear the Asso- 
ciation will have its greatest difficulty, and I was pleased to hear Lord Shrewsbury 
counsel a policy of moderation and conciliation. In the ancient parishes a church- ^ 
warden who enters upon his office with an honest and conscientious desire to do his , 
duty can have no difficulty. "Wherever he finds a pew in the parish portion of the . 
church, whether it is held by purchase or by a faculty, his duty is clear — the . 
possessor should be "disestablished." With the modem parishes the position of 
affairs is very different. There are prejudices to be overcome, and there is no^ 
doubt a strong feeling that there can be nothing wrong in exacting pew-rent5, 
which the law has specially sanctioned and allowed. 

Pew Rents Destructive of the Parochial System, 
I have been told by a gentleman sitting behind me on this platform that pew- 
rents have been the salvation of the Church of England. I must take that statement 
cum grano satis, I believe that if the Church is to continue a National Church, 
and to retain her hold upon the affections of the people, it must- be by the main- 
tenance of her parochial system, and this is incompatible with the chaining of pew- 
rents. A pew-rented church is merely a congregational church, and in no sense of 
the word a parish church. On these grounds, therefore, I venture to advocate the 
removal of these restrictions to freedom of worship, that our Church may continue 
a National Church — the Church of England and the Church of the English people. 

The remainder of the Meeting was occupied by the discussion, 
which was, however, somewhat meagre and unsatisfactory, in conse- 
quence of the very short time at the disposal of the speakers. It 
was opened by 

The Bishop of Melbourne, who said that he had received a request from the 
Chairman of the Council for the National Association for Promoting Freedom of 
Worship to accept the office of Vice-President of the Association. He preferred to 
give his answer at that Congress. He thought that the Church of England owed a 
debt of gratitude to the Association, particularly for its efforts in doing away with 
, the distinction between rich and poor in places of worship. He did not approve of 
the system of collections at every service. Many poor persons had complained that 
they could never attend Divine service without a plate being put before them, and 
he felt that the desire to worship in a particular seat ought not to be kept out of 
sight. There seemed to be a great mllacy in the idea that a church which would 
bold 500 persons could provide sittings beyond that number for regular worshippers 
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at any particular service. The multiplication of services would be a mode of over- 
coming the difficulty in connexion with the matter. The great object to be kept in 
view was to bring together as many of the rich and poor as the churches would nold 
at every particular service. He held that the churdies were parochial churches. 

Mr. Herford said he certainly could not accept the views expressed by his 
lordship, the Bishop of Melbourne. He considered his lordship's statement as to 
capacity of the churches, and said that, generally, when a person went to a church- 
warden and asked to rent a pew, he wished to obtain, not so much a place for him- 
self to go in, but one to keep other persons out of. In regard to this matter, he 
thought that the mass of the people had become dead to their rights and their 
duties. 

The Rev. Dr. Perowne (Corpus Christi Coll^;e) advocated the system at 
present adopted. He thought that a pastor ought to be enabled to see which of 
his congregation attended r^ularly, and he could not do that if his parishioners 
were scattered all over the church. 

Earl Nelson wanted to see it made quite dear that this question was not in any 
sense a party one, either political or religious, but that nevertheless a great prin- 
ciple lay at the root of it, — viz. the principle of selfishness or unselfishness. As had 
been argued by a previous speaker, the pew system might be conducive to 
pastoral work in the church, but it entirely ignored missionary work. He 
believed that in the first ages of Christianity in this country our churches were free, 
and the effect of their being free was that the heathen crept in and heard the truth. 
and at length became Christians. Now he believed the effect of not having free 
churches was that the heathen in our large towns were prevented from coming ix\ 
in the same way. The necessity of this witness to those outside the Church was 
acknowledged in all our attempts to deal with the masses. In forming new dis- 
tricts by the Bishop of London's Fund they invariably began with Mission chapels 
which were entirely free. In organizing weeks of Missions, even the pew-rented 
churches were kindly thrown open for the Mission; and yet in our folly, so soon as 
the district is formed and the church built, the masses are excluded, and the 
missionary character of the work ignored by a partially pewed and appropriated 
church; and he moment the Mission week is over the pew-rented churches are 
closed. The last speaker pleaded for the confirmed Christian, who enjoyed the 
luxury of always sitting in the same place where his heart had first been moved by 
some sermon or the lesson from God^s Holy Word. Was nothing to be said for 
the newly-converted, who is by this folly excluded from entering again the very 
building in which but a few days before his soul was brought to God ? 

Sir Antonio Brady protested in the strongest terms against certain proceedings 
of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, which he would endeavour in the few minutes 
at his disposal to explain to the meeting. It appeared from an article in the Free 
and Open Church Advocate, which he held in his hand, that the Commissioners had 
inherited a small balance from the million and a half of money voted by Parliament 
in i8i8 and 1824 for building churches. Finding that if this money came to an 
end the pew-imposing clauses of the old Church Building Acts woidd also cease, the 
Commissioners hit upon a highly ingenious plan to prolong these clauses. They 
invented a system of "nominal grants" to church-building funds — that is to say, 
grants of ;f 10 or ^5, or it might be 5^. — which were made on the tacit understanding 
that they nlust not be asked for, and that they would not be paid. By this plan 
the fund would never be exhausted, and the Ecclesiastical Commissioners had thus, 
as the successors of the old Church Building Commission, qualified them- 
selves to impose legal scales of pew-rents. It really seemed to him that, 
if this was the true state of affairs, the Church Building Acts ought long ago 
to have ceased, and that scales of pew-rents ought no longer to be imposed in new 
churches. The Free and Open Church Association had done well in drawing 
attention to the subject, which was evidently not generally understood. He hoped 
that the matter would not be allowed to drop untU an end had been put to what he 
could not, with every feeling of respect K)r the eminent persons forming the 
Commission, refrain from characterizing as a ** pious fraud." 

In the course of an interesting paper on " Church Work amongst . 
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Boatmen on Canals," read at the Sectional Meeting on Tuesday 
evening, Commander Dawson, R.N., made the following remarks : — 

It is not so much new methods, much less a new religion, that is wanted for those 
who reside afloat, as a common* sense adaptation of the old methods to this not 
altogether new purpose. The one great difficulty in thus securing for boatmen and 
their families a share in the parochial heritage received from our forefathers arises 
within the church edifice itself. It is of little use bringing people to the church 
doors until some arrangement is made for making them welcome within. If the 
cold shoulder of the pew-closer is to be his only welcome to God's house, all our 
discussions over the absence of boatmen from the means of grace is sheer hypocrisy. 
Sweep pride and selfishness from our church-sittings, and appoint some of the com- 
municants to "entertain strangers" as they appear at the church doors, and to 
attend them to suitable seats, nimishii^ them with Prayer and Hymn Books, and 
showing them where to find the places therein. Till the spirit of kindness and 
attention to such " strangers" is fostered in our churches, there will be many more 
" strangers " to their services than the long-neglected boatmen on canals. 



DR. FARRAR'S SERMON. 

Besides the discussion at the Sectional Meeting, the question of 
Free and Open Churches formed the subject of the following sermon, 
preached at the. Parish Church, on Wednesday evening, by the Rev. 
Dr. Farrar, Head Master of Marlborough College. 

" The poor have the Gospel preached to thefTL^'—St Matthew xi. 5. 

All who, week after week, have felt what it is to be utterly wearied with labour 
must many a time have thanked God for the inestimable boon of the Day of Rest ; 
all who have witnessed how small is the change in daily routine which that day 
brings about in other countries must have been deeply grateful that their lot was cast 
on English soil. And when the sons of English families are forced by the changes 
and chances of life to migrate to other lands, if they remain in any degree faithful 
to the religion of their fathers, that which they miss most is the Sunday of the old 
home, and the charm which breathes through the quiet hours of the consecrated 
day. Something at least of this charm we must all have experienced. "When from 
the green valleys, and over the pleasant fields, floats the sweet music of village ' 
bells; when through the still air, where the noise of work has ceased, each sound 
comes to us more fresh and clear; when, hand-in-hand with our little ones, we 
walk through the green mounds where our fathers lie — who has not delighted in 
the peacefidness of that hallowed leisure — in the sweetness of that unbroken rest ? 
None can have ever used the holy opportunities of an English Sunday without 
learning to look on it as an Elim in the desert with the shelter of its overshadow- 
ing palms ; as a sweet fountain whereat to quench our thirst for all high and holy 
things amid this earthly wilderness of delusive images and burning sands. 

And much I think of this refreshful influence is due to the dear old churches of 
England. It is one of the great blessings of our country that there is not a tov/n 
or village, scarcely even a hamlet, throughout its length and breadth, which is left 
without its House of God. In most places the national churches are the chief 
centres of reverence and interest, and have stood unchanged amid a thousand 
changes for immemorial years ; generations have gone to rest under the shadow of 
their elms, and their spire, whose ** silent finger points to heaven," has been the 
last sight that the village boy has seen — his last reminder of the lessons of home, 
as he started forth upon his journey into the world. A thousand memories make 
them dear to us; it is there that the pure and solemn music of human instruments 
and human voices has elevated and soothed us— there that we have learned to regard 
ourselves as beloved children in the great family of our Father in Heaven— there 
that a peace which Christ giveth has fallen like the dew of God — there that we 
have heard the still small voice whose calmness is louder than the thunders of 
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Sinai— there that we too, like the olden Patriarch, have seen God's face and 
lived. 

And those Common Prayers in which we worship, what a precious heritage are 
they ! What a blessing that we are not left at the mercy of one man's feeble utter- 
ances, dictated by the narrow limits of his own individuality! No ! our prayers 
in their spiritual nobleness^ in their exquisite simplicity, are the intensest out- 
pouring ot those many wants which the long sufferings of humanity have taught us 
to appreciate. In our own private prayers we must often have felt an uneasy con- 
sciousness that after all it might be better for us if our wishes were not granted; 
but you will find no dangerous' or doubtful petition in the many litanies of this 
precious book. They are not new prayers that we offer, for they are for the most 
part as old as the Christian Church. It was in these prayers, and such as these, 
that the confessor poured out his soul in the dungeon or the catacomb. It was 
with these and such as these that the martyr uplifted his trembling hands out of 
the flame. And therefore these prayers — the costly legacy of their sorrows and 
their triumphs — are to us as the perpetual witness against our coldness and our 
unfaithfulness, against our divisions and our doubts. Oh, let us thank God for 
the Book of Common Prayer, for this censer of pure gold which has gleamed in so 
many saintly hands, and from which amid the storms of two thousand years 
have risen, from many a burdened and from many a holy heart, those voices of 
heartfelt supplication which are as incense in the hands of the Great High Priest 
before the Throne. 

Th& beauty, the order, the blessedness, the significance of these services, might 
well occupy our thoughts, but our present object leads me rather to ask, how it is 
that with so much to hallow and brighten our English Sunday, with so much to 
render beautiful and dear to us our English service, there are in these days so 
many thousands of all classes, of the poorer classes so many myriads, who not 
only cannot exclaim with the olden rapture, " I was glad when they said unto me, 
we will go into the House of the Lord," but who from Advent to Easter, and 
from Easter to Advent, through all the bright calendar of the Christian year, 
habitually defraud themselves of the blessedness of united worship, and rarely or 
never so much as set foot within the House of God ? 

Now the causes which aflfect the wealthier and more educated classes are too mani- 
fold and serious for me here to enter on, and doubtless in their measure affect 
every stratum of society. But these causes do not specially affect the poor, and it is 
too sadly true that, in spite of so many faitWul and self-denying efforts, it is the poor 
who are most conspicuously absent from our churches, and the poor of which the 
largest multitudes live ignorant of common worship. And if the reason for this 
state of things be asked, I reply, without hesitation, that it is the result of habit ; 
and that this habit sprang from generations of neglect, during which the poorest, 
who should have been most welcome, were prevented, by a feeling of shame and 
almost of indignation, from setting foot in churches where the positions assigned 
to them seemed expressly intended to combine the maximum of humiliation with 
the minimum of advantage. And the further consequence of their thus being 
alienated from that which was their undoubted right, was a settled and infinitely 
disastrous conviction — a conviction which it may take years of anxious labour and 
noble self-devotion to obliterate — that the Church of England is the ally and minis- 
ter of the powerful— that the Church of England, as has been urged with so much 
bitterness, is the church of the rich alone. 

And though the age when such a reproach could have been urged with any 
approach to plausibility, has, thank God, i)assed away, yet we must, I think, 
acknowledge, with a blush of shame and penitence that no one can enter into any 
unrestored church of the last century and note its construction— a construction 
which affords an exact illustration of the mammon-worshipping selfishness which 
St. James describes, and a defiant assertion of that which he so passionately repro- 
bates—no one, I say, can enter such a church with its " free seats," forsooth, thrust 
under dark ^leries and into impossible comei^s, where none can see or hear — 
without admitting that the day has been when this charge appeared to be too true. 
And I say that it would be for any church a shameful and a fatal charge, because 
it would -show a total degeneracy from the spirit, an utter violation of the 
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traditions of the days which were nearest Christ. Look only at the life of 
the Lord Jesus. What meant that birth in the manger-cradle — ^that boy- 
Tiood in the obscure village — those long years from the age of twelve to the 
age of thirty, of which the sole record left us is one word, and that word the 
"carpenter" ? What meant the fact that He had no roof which He could call His 
own — not a foot's-breadth of ownership in the world for which He died — no posses- 
sion beyond the clothes He wore ? Does it not mean that He wished to reveal to us for 
ever the blessedness of noble obscurity, the dignity of honest toil; and that because 
He came to save mankind, and because the majority of men are poor, and because 
honourable poverty is a thing incomparably grander than sinful wealth. He volun- 
tarily chose the low estate of the multitude — coming to make the meanest of earth's 
villages more glorious than Golden Babylon or Imperial Rome— coming to make the 
badge of a malefactor's infamy the proudest ornament on the banner of armies and 
the diadem of kings — coming to be the friend of sinners, and to preach the Gospel 
to the poor ? 

This was the Lord of the Church. This was He whose name we bear. And as 
His life, so was His ministry. ** Blessed are the poor in spirit'* was one of its 
earliest utterances; ** to the poor the Gospel is preached " one of its most emphatic 
signs. And who were His chosen followers ? Galilean peasants, despised fisher- 
men, hated tax-gatherers, ignorant artisans. Whom did He seek ? Not the world's 
rank, but its obscurities; not its haughtiness, but its humilities; not its force, but its 
feebleness. The meek and the lowly, these He called to Him; the hungry and the 
thirsty, these He fed. The deformed, the suffering, the sinner and the publican, 
these dironged His footsteps. He shunned not the wild rage of the demoniac; He 
loathed not the white touch of the leper; He shrank not when the tears of the penitent 
harlot fell fast upon His feet; He came to love those whom few had ever loved, and 
to love them as none had ever loved before. He was the Protector of the young, 
the Healer of the sick, the Friend of the fallen, the Teacher of the wandering, the 
Saviour of the lost. The world had degraded womanhood; Christ suffered its most 
stained daughters— whose very touch a Pharisee would have deemed to be pollution, 
and so much as to look at them a sin — ^Jesus suffered these to minister unto Him. 
The world had degraded childhood; Christ flung the desecrator of its innocence 
with a millstone round his neck into the sea. The world had oppressed the multi- 
tude; Christ was one of them, grew up in the midst of them, bore the name of their 
opprobrium, made the very meanest of them who sought Him a child of God and 
an heir of heaven. In His divinest ministry humility and exaltation had met 
together, an^ misery and mercy had kissed each other. One thing only kindled 
His indignation — one thing of many names — one thing, whether you call it pride, 
or selfishness, or egotism, or uncharity, or exclusiveness, or contempt for others— 
this alone He scathed with the lightning of impassioned anger — this alone He 
"blighted with the flash of terrible invective." Yes, the voice which trembled with 
pity over the friendless and fallen rang with awful denunciations, rolled with terrific 
thimder, over those who were merciless to the sinful or hard upon the poor. 

And it was to these that He most often preached — sometimes in the free Temple, some- 
times in the open Synagogue, most often of all under the blue sky, in the sweet clear 
air, amid the fresh free breezes under God's common sunlight, of which there can 
be no monopoly, and which shines from Heaven alike on the evil and the good. To 
poor and rich alike, mingled without distinction, as they sat and listened among 
the mountain lilies; to poor and rich, ranged "wdthout distinction under the flowering 
oleanders that fringe the pebbled strand of Gennesareth, while His boat rocked on 
the bright ripples of the lake; to poor and rich alike, but to the poor in immensely 
preponderant numbers, as they rested, hungry and weary, on the rich grass that 
covers the green slopes of the farther shore ;— these were His congregations, and 
these His churches. The common people heard Him gladly — these He best loved; 
to these it was most needful that He should preach. 

And why? Because in God's infinite presence the paltry distinctions of human 
precedence are altogether ridiculous; because to be a Christian is much loflier than 
to be a king. Yes, in the light of the Incarnation and the Resurrection the very 
humblest life is transfigured as with a glory from Heaven, and man as man, apart 
from eveiy external accident of wealth or intellect, becomes a holy and a royal 
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thing. We on earth attach vast value to trifles which perish in the using, oflen 
merely heaping our honour upon the dishonourable, and our flattery upon the base; 
but " one second and the angels alter that," and God sees no soul but as in its naked- 
ness; unstripped of the thick clay of its earthly endowments, it shall stand pale and 
trembling before the awful bar. And I say boldly, that the entire history of true 
Christianity has been in accordance with these high lessons. Just as the Lord 
Jesus, when He rejoiced in spirit, said, *'I thank Thee, O Father, that Thou hast 
hidden these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto 
babes," even so St. James says, **Hath not God chosen the poor of this world, 
rich in faith, and heirs of the kmgdom ?" and St. Paul even glories that "not many 
wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called; but God 
hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath 
chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty 
. . . that no flesh should glory in His presence." The jaSor of Philippi, the 
runaway slave of Colossae, these were the converts which Christ's first Missionaries 
won. The Divine words which stirred up their holy ardour and indomitable faith 
were written by hands that clanked in the fetters of a prison or were soiled with 
labours of the mine* They worshipped in the garret or the catacomb; they died by 
the wild beast or the fiame. All tnis was the sneer of their enemies; but it was 
the boast and the glory of a Church which regarded it as the very charter of her 
existence to be allied with the love of God against the tyrannies of man, and whose 
Founder had made it her very mission to preach the Gospel to the poor. 

And for many a century, amid many failings, she yet continued, on the whole, 
faithful to that high mission. It wa^at her altars that the slave was emancipated. 
It was to her sanctuaries that the persecuted fled. It was only in her monasteries 
that the oppressed were safe. It was only in her communion that, in an age when 
there was a well-nigh fanatical reverence for rank and strength, the poorest, the 
meanest, the feeblest, could, and often did, by knowledge, by wisdom, by piety, 
rise to a position loftier than that of kings. It was she alone who dared to main- 
tain the essential equality of all men in the sight of God, and to strike dovm the 
mailed arm of the baron when it was lifted to outrage his vassal or his serf. 
Alliance with man's suffering, union with man's feebleness, the care of the many 
who are and must ever be the poor — this in all ages has been the chief source of her 
nobility, the main secret of her strength. 

An^ amid the numberless corruptions and apostasies of the Church of Rome, 
she has never quite lost sight of this great truth. In this matter — ^we must blush 
. and grieve to say it — ^but in this matter her services have been truer, her ideal has 
been loftier, than ours. In two respects we may well learn of her. The one is this 
— ^that her churches stand always open. It is true that the sincere worshipper may 
anywhere worship the Father in spirit and in truth, may everywhere and in every 
place lift holy hands without wrath or doubting, in the home or by the roadside, in 
the secret chamber as in the crowded street; yet undoubtedly the associations of 
worship do tend to hallow and solemnize our souls; they do tend to exclude the 
dreams of self-interest and the images erf sin; they do inspire by imperceptible 
influence the vast conceptions of death, judgment, and eternity. And it is a 
delightful thing in foreign countries to turn aside, in the cool morning, or at the 
burning noon, or when the shades of evening begin to fall, through church doors 
that stand ever open, and there to forget for a moment the cares and troubles and 
temptations of the world, and pray to God that He would keep us day by 
day in safety and without sin. Yes, it is a happy and beautiful thing in 
such imperishable structures for worship as are the splendid legacy to ages of 
faithlessness from an age of faith, in the mani-coloured light that streams from 
painted windows, and under the cool fitted aisles, among silent and scattered 
worshippers to kneel down— the happy to thank God for their prosperity, and 
the sorrowful to implore for aid in their affliction. And not only are these &ir 
churches always open, but all ranks are mingled there without distinction. I 
have seen princesses of the noblest houses kneeling side by side with poor peasant 
women, who simply placed their basket on the floor beside them as they returned 
from market. I have seen the mother lead in her little ones by the hand, and the 
aged beggar bow his white hairs, and the busy rich man kneel down for a few 
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moments to remind himself that there are in this world things higher than the 
greed of gain ; and thus I have seen men and women, I will not say uninjured, but 
even ennobled by the contact, where all can pray the more sincerely and the more 
fervently from the feeling that they are all praying together as simple men and 
women, fellow-sinners at the throne of grace, separated indeed by distinctions at 
once evanescent and insignificant, but united by all the truest and most eternal 
certainties,, united by **the common mysteries of life and death, the common 
mysteries of redemption and immortality, the common mysteries of corruption and 
the grave." 

And why, alas I is all this otherwise in England now ? It is not so, it never 
has been so in our theory ; why is it so in our practice ? In our theory the 
greatest queen who ever ruled this realm is in the Church's service known only 
as " this woman ; " and the grandest emperor who ever wore a crown has no 
other title than'* this man." But in the bad practice which has sprung up in 
the last few generations we distinctly violate the law of God, by giving the good 
places to the men who wear the gold ring and the gay clothing, and saying to the 
poor, ** Stand thou there, or sit here under my footstooU" And this bad practice, 
which is comparatively but of yesterday, arose, I imagine, something in this way. 
A weak, miserable king, succeeding the glorious Elizabeth, did much to enfeeble 
and degrade the national character. Then, the nation was agitated by the Civil 
Wars. Then, in frightful reaction from that narrow intolerance which marred the 
nobleness of the Puritans, aU England broke loose in the foul orgies of the 
Restoration. Then began that eighteenth century — that century of "the trifling 
head and the corrupted heart," when vice flaunted in the. highest places shame- 
less and unreproved, and a godless philosophy seemed to have won its final 
triumph. In those days of our fathers, the Church of England was miserably 
corrupted, and shamefully asleep. But then came a revival. When God has a 
great work to do He calls forth His servants, and anoints them thereto with the 
hands of invisible consecration. Voices of a holy indignation shook the world. 
Undaunted amid the storm of blasphemy, John Wesley and George Whitfield 
stood forth in the daring simplicity of the Gospel to shame into decency and 
startle into repentance a greedy and polluted age. And when, once more, in spite 
of the dead stagnation and arrogant selfishness, men were found to preach the 
Gospel to the poor — when Whitfield preached that Gospel to 20,000 poor miners 
at the Kingswood Collieries, and to London artisans in St. Giles's Fields — when 
the igtiorant and often degraded thousands stood round him, hushed, awe-struck, 
trembling, weeping, like Israel at Sinai — when he spoke to men till their hearts 
were touched, and their consciences were softened, and the streaming tears left 
white unwonted ftirrows down their blackened cheeks — and when, in spite of a 
violence, too often, alas ! connived at, if not condoned by clergymen and magis- 
trates, the poor flocked to him in myriads, and listened and blessed God, then 
once more it came home to men's drugged and drowsy consciences that the arm of 
God was not shortened, that the Word of God needed but free course to be 
glorified. It was as if a voice had uttered, " Come from the four winds, O breath, 
and breathe upon these slain that they may live." And the^ did live, and stood 
upon their feet, an exceeding great army ; and once more in a selfish society, in a 
faithless century, to the poor the Gospel was preached. 

Time fails me to continue the tale ; but, thank God, since then, the work has 
continued and prospered. Everywhere our mouldering cathedrals have been 
restored. Everywhere our crumbling churches are being embellished. Every- 
where these selfish, unsightly pews are being swept away. Everywhere the 
Church of England, awakened from her fatal and sinful lethargy, is striving to 
rekindle the smouldering embers of religious warmth which, in the vast labouring 
masses of our towns and villages, have lain so long half-choked under the white 
ashes of their neglect. Ever3rwhere the poor are being affectionately invited, 
urged, allured to worship —not in mean edifices in which in seats satirically called 
**free," because none care to take them— they shall be thrust away out of sight 
under dark galleries, and in far-off* comers, but in fair churches— their own no less 
than ours by legal right — where, in seats as unappropriated as that river of the grace 
o f God which the Gospel offers, high and low, rich and poor, one with another 
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we Txacf aU meet as cqnal frieiids and equal brothers^ in the great fimiily of God 
all of lis in God's signt equally siniiily yet all of ns in God's s^t equally re- 
deemed. In soch works, in such movements, rests, J deliberately bdiere, the 
main hope for the Church of England. She has pnt her hand to the plough, 
and most not look back. May w^ may yon, even if it be by nothing better than 
a repression of our own selfish interests, and an abandcmment of onr own 
obstructive principles, have a share in the task, however humble ! It may be too 
late. It may be God's will that, after centuries of prosperity and calm, alter 
centuries, alas ! of much stagnation and worldliness, onr great and beloved 
Qiurch may be doomed once more to long and dreary jreaxs of struggle and 
affliction. It may be that God would purge from our souls, and above all from 
tibe souls of the da:gy, all dross of hypocrisy and worldliness, and leave in the 
furnace of affliction nothing but the refined gold. It may be so, but if it be so, 
if it be too late now to avert the danger, what in that hour shall be her strength ? 
"What shall win for the Churdi of England the gratitude, the loyalty, the devotion 
of the people whose souls are in her charge? Not assuredly her wealth, that 
may be appropriated : not her social honours, they may be toim away : not her 
connexion with the State, that may be very suddoily and very rudely snapped : 
no, not these, but her love, her energy, her fearlessness, her charity, her faith, 
her works. Of these works none is a more noble or a more important work than 
this — ^that the worship of the Church should henceforth be, as it ought to be, in 
every parish church, by law, by right, and by the distinct utterance of Holy 
Scripture, not in name only, but in reality, a free and open worship, the work 
that they who minister therein should, with quiet minds and thankfiil hearts be 
able, not in name only, but in reality, to preach the Gospel to the poor. 



Islington. — A correspondent who signs himself " An Islingtonian," writes to 
inquire what we mean by "the benighted parish of Islington," an expression 
which occurs on p. 200 of our September number. We hasten to set our corre- 
spondent's mind at rest. Those words were used (as indeed the context will show) 
solely with regard to the active opposition which our principles have met with in 
the parish. We referred to this question at some length in the Advocate for July 
last, but as our correspondent has brought the matter forward again, we beg per- 
mission to give the facts of an affair which occurred in Islington some time ago. 

About the year 1856 an appeal was issued by the Vicar of Islington asking for 
help to meet the spiritual destitution of the parish, which was at that time very 
great, more than 30,000 persons being without any church or even chapel accom- 
modation. In response to this appeal, a Mr. F. T. Mackreth, a City merchant, 
— then residing at Canonbury Park, but since dead — wrote to the Vicar on the 
1 6th of May, 1856, informing him ** that a strong feeling has arisen among some 
of the lay inhabitants of Islington, to have a church where daily service may be 
performed, such as they may join in before proceeding to their City business," &c. ; 
and at the same time stating that funds were forthcoming for such a purpose. 
The Vicar's reply, dated the following day, contained this passage : — ** With 
regard to patronage, we invariably follow the common law of the Church. The 
appointment rests with the incumbent of the district parish, in which the new 
church is built. From this practice I am not prepared to deviate ; nor would 
the Bishop of London, I am persuaded, sanction a deviation." Finding that the 
Vicar had apparently failed to some extent to apprehend the matter, Mr. Mack- 
reth repeated his offer in more definite terms : — ** I hereby offer to build a church 
and parsonace-house in the parish of Islington, and to endow the church ; also to 
build schools, if the district requires them, upon condition that an agreement 
satisfactory to mc can be made with regard to the patronage. I may mention that 
I should prefer a populous district, where schook would h^ required ; and hope 
that you will at once assign such an one, and assist in carrying out my offer suc- 
cessfully." This was followed by a letter from the Vicar, dated May 23rd, finally 
declining Mr. Mackreth's offer as follows : — "I have already explained to you, in 
my former letter, that the principle upon which we have invariably acted in this 
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parish has been to give the appointment of clergymen to the new churches to the 
incumbents of the districts in which they are biSlt, and that from this principle I 
am not prepared to deviate. This is the common practice of the Church, and 
unless you are willing to accede to it, I cannot accept your present offer." A few 
weeks afterwards the Vicar addressed a letter to ^a Mr. Charles Woodward, in 
which he said : — ** When I look at the conditions named in the first letter, and 
consider that the proposal emanates from one identified with the Romanizing 
movement in our Church, and who is associated with a congregation whose 
minister not long since joined the Church of Rome, I cannot doubt but that the 
present is an attempt to introduce into the parish such a system as is pursued at 
St. Barnabas, Pimlico, or St. Paul's, Brighton. On this ground I have, in con- 
currence with all the incumbents of the parish, rejected the offer. We all feel 
bound to protest in the most emphatic manner against the proposed movement ; 
and earnestly pray that God may give us grace boldly to maintain those Protestant 
and Evangelical principles which are the glory of our Reformed Church." The 
church was not built, and the matter ended with the publication by Mr. Mackreth 
of the whole correspondence, accompanied by another letter from that gentleman, 
in which the conduct of the Vicar is most tinsparingly criticized. 

An outline of this very extraordinary case was given by Sir Antonio Brady 
before the Lords' Committee on Spiritual Destitution in 1858, but it was appa- 
rently received with so much surprise (we might almost say incredulity) that he was 
ordered by the Committee, at the suggestion of the Bishop of Chichester, to 
procure a copy of the correspondence, which was printed and circulated at the 
time. This was done, and the witness attended a second time for the purpose of 
formally handing it in. It was ordered to be printed in the Appendix, and there 
is a note to that effect on the margin of p. 335 of the Report ; but the correspond 
dence was suppressed^ and does not appear in the Appendix at all. We may not 
indicate the individual at whose instigation this suppression took place, nor are we 
permitted to state the reasons for the course adopted. They are, however, 
tolerably evident. It was intended that the church should have been free and un- 
appropriated. But it seems the Vicar and clergy of Islington preferred that the 
" 30,000 souls perishing for lack of saving knowledge," should go without the 
proposed church, unless the Vicar could be the sole patron ! We believe it was 
mtended that he should have been one of four or five trustees. Moreover, the 
clergy of Islington do not like free and unappropriated churches. 

St. Luke's, Kentish Town.— We take the following from the corre- 
spondence columns of the Camden Town Gazette, Although the letter has 
received no formal answer, we trust that **A Free Churchman's" anticipations 
will not be realized : — "It was announced last Easter that the seats in St. Luke's 
Church were in future to be free and unappropriated, and a Bishop was brought 
all the way from Chichester to give his Apostolic benediction to the movement. 
Labels stating that the seats were all free, and asking for the offerings of the 
people, were cemented to the book-boards all over the church. These, however, 
have been removed for reasons best known to the churchwardens. Coming 
events cast their shadows before ! Do they intend to revert to a system which 
had the effect of keeping one half of the church nearly empty until it was filled up by 
the overflow from the free side ? But there is another, and to some people a far 
more potent argument against the old plan, viz. that the free and unappropriated 
system pays best, and the offertory at St. Luke's has more than made up for the 
diminution caused by the cessation of pew-rents. It is rumoured that there are 
certain strong men in the parish who love their pew better than their Church, and 
who know what they want and are determined to have it. These persons are, it 
is said, putting pressure upon the churchwardens to appropriate seats without any 
payment, a system by which the allottee obtains all the advantages of a pew at no 
cost to himself, whilst the church is deprived of a certain amount of revenue. 
That the churchwardens are carrying out the views of the majority of the parish, I 
entirely deny ; but I am willing to admit that a little temporary popularity is to be 
gained by the promise of an appropriated seat." 

Church Building in St. Pancras.— In his evidence before the Committee 
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on the PabUc Worship Fadlities Bill, Canon Gr^oiy gave the particiilars of 
some endeavoon made by the Dean and Chapter of St Planl's to supply the 
deficiency of chnrch accommodation in our pansh. " The Dean and Chapter of 
St. Pauls," he said, "had a valuable living in the City, the income of whidi 
was nearly ;f 2000 a year, and the population was only 40a We decided to 
diminish the inc(»ne to £fioo a year, and to devote the remainder of it to the 
increase of poor benefices, with the exception of ;f 200 ; and that ;f 200, with an 
additional ^200 a-year from the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, was to be devoted 
to the creation of two new districts to be formed out of the parish of St Pancras. 
We have a large amount of patronage in St Pancras, and among the rest the 
mother church is in our gift. We wrote to the Vicar of St Pancras as rural dean, 
asking him to select two of the most suitable places in the parish of St Pancras, 
where we might make new districts. In this he actively sought to hdp us. The 
parishes in St. Pancras are peculiarly laige. One pari^ has almost 14,000 people, 
another has 15,500^ another has 14,250^ another has over 14,000, three more 
have over 10,000, and two more have just under 10,000, and so forth ; and yet, 
throughout the whole of this over-populated parish, where a great proportion of 
the parishioners must be neglected, we could not find two places that would 
voluntarily receive our two new districts." It will not be difficult to identify the 
parishes indicated, by the aid of Mackeson's " Guide to the Churches of London," 
according to which the population of the largest districts in St Pancras is as 
follows : — St. Pancras (mother church), 17,201 ; St Andrew's, Haverstock-hill, 
15,516; St John% Fitzroy-square, 14,250; Camden Town parish, 14^01 1 ; 
Holy Trinity, Haverstock-hill, 13,922; Christ Church, Somers Town, 10,749; 
St Peter's, Regent's-square, 10,623 ; Christ Church, Albany-street, lo^oio. 
Canon Gregory does not give the reasons for the unanimous refusal with 
which the proposal of the Dean and Ch»)ter was met, but we suppose 
it had something to do with the loss of^ fees which alwa3rs results on 
the severing of a new district He infers, indeed, that such was the reason 
by giving the answer to a similar offer in another parish, the incumbent of 
which (**a good, kind, easy-going man") said, **My church is not full ; lam 
very poor ; I cannot afford to have my parish divided, and my fees diminished." 
It is undoubtedly true that many churches in this parish are not full, especially 
those which are pew-rented. On the other hand, it must be recollected that 
several of the vicars have an endowment of ;f 300 per annum, and that three of the 
churches ^Camden Town Parish Church, St John's, Kentish Town, and Old St. 
Pancras) have each about £2xx> per annum from the Church Lands for '* church 
expenses." We must also take the liberty of reminding the clergy that the -parish 
does not exist for them, but that they exist for the parish, and that it is not a 
question of primary importance whether or not the interests of a particular minister 
will suffer in consequence of any rearrangement of parochial boundaries. To use 
the words of Canon Gregory, "the object of the clergy is to convert people and 
make them good Christians ; and the more facilities you give the more you make 
them to manifest the very reason of their own existence." We might also suggest 
this view of the matter to the clergy of poor parishes where the pew system is 
maintained in all its rigour, that if they mean to be "parish priests" they must 
adopt some means of bringing into the churches the people ymo are too poor to 
pay pew-rents, but too proud to avail themselves of "other people's leavings," 
and to sit in the seats which their richer brethren have not thought fit to iSre. 
Blood cannot be got out of stones, and a "poor district " will not yield much, 
whether under the close pew system or under free and open principles and the 
offertory. The latter plan has, however, proved tolerably successful in filling the 
church, and has not been a very conspicuous failure from a financial point of view, 
as the experience of St. Luke's, Kentish Town, and Christ Church, Albany Street, 
has very well hhovfn,^ Camden Town Gazette, [It appears from a subsequent 
number of the Camden Town Gazette^ that although the Dean and Chapter "could 
not find two places that would voluntarily receive our two new districts," they did 
succeed in finding one place willing to receive pne new district, the honourable 
exception being the Rev. E.^L. Cults, Vicar of Holy Trinity, Haverstock 
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Church of the Ascension, Wandsworth.— The Rev. J. B. Windnscm's 
First Report and Pastoral is a most interesting document, inasmuch as it furnishes 
a good instance of what is really idmost an axiom that earnest, self-denying labour 
on the part of the clergy invariably finds a response in the hearts of the laity. 
Work was begun in Apnl, 1874, in a little room, which a few months afterwards 
gave place to a temporary church on Lavender Hill, holding 200 persons. This 
was open^ in October last with a crowded congregation, and it need hardly be said 
that the seats are all free. We perceive from the balance sheet appended to the 
Report that from October, 1874, to June, 1875, 5900^' have been received in 
subscriptions, whilst the offertory has yielded ;f 353, or at the rate of about ;f 440 
per annum, and that in a building which holds 200 only. More than £4000 has 
been expended in the purchase of a site, and in providing the necessary legal 
endowment for the district. The balance in hand available for building the 
permanent church (which is greatly needed) is only j^i 000, whilst the ultimate 
cost will probably amount to between jQjcxx) and ^8ooo. The promises reach 
only ^1500, and ;^ 1000 of that is conditional, as the donor only undertakes to 
give it in instalments of ;f 250 to meet every ;f 750 raised from other sources. It 
will be seen therefore, in spite of anything we may have said in the opening of this 
paragraph, that external aid' is urgently required, and our readers cannot do better 
than send to the Rev. J. B. Wilkinson, 5, Crown Terrace, Lavender Hill, S. W., 
for a copy of the Report, which speaks for itself. ' If it does not, nothing that we 
can say will have any effect, 

Woolwich. — ^The vacancy in the Rectory of Woolwich, caused by the sudden 
death of the Rev. H. Brown, has been filled by the appointment of the Hon. and 
Rev. A. Anson, formerly Vicar of Sedgley, where he was endeavouring to do 
away with the abuse of faculty pews (see Advocate, April 15th, 1875, P* H^)- 
We trust that he will in due time see his way to the introduction of the free and 
unappropriated system in his new parish. According to an appeal which we 
recently published in behalf of the fund for the new church of St. Michael and 
All Angels, it appears that the parish of Woolwich contains 20,000 inhabitants, 
for whom there ar^ only two churches. 

Progress. — ^The veiy small space at command, and the great pressure upon 
our columns, has prevented an earlier and more extended notice of the following 
churches, the seats in which are all free and unappropriated. We must ask the 
various correspondents who have been good enough to send particulars to excuse 
the lateness and shortness of our notices. St, Jude^s, Peckham. — ^The foundation 
stone of the permanent church was laid on the 15th of July by the Bishop of 
Winchester, services having been previously held in an iron church capable of 
holding only 600 persons. The architect is Mr. A. W. Blomfield, and it will 
provide accommodation for 760 persons. According to the Camberwell and 
Peckham Times, it will be the first free and unappropriated church in the parish 
of Camberwell. A sum of ;f 2500 is still required, as the Vicar, the Rev. C. 
J. Meade, was obliged to commence building at once, the ground on which the 
iron church stood being required for other purposes. St, Goran, Cornwall, — TTiis 
ancient church was re-opened, after extensive repairs and effectual restoration, on 
the loth of August, by the Bishop of the diocese, who preached from St Matthew 
ix. 14. Faceby, Northallerton. — This very small church, which is situated in a 
beautiful and sequestered spot at the foot of the Cleveland Hills, was crowded to 
excess on the 13th of August, when the Archbishop of York was present to preach 
on the occasion of the rebuilding. The offertories of the day amounted tO;^28 los. 
The Cost of the building, which was erected from the designs of Mr. Falkingbridge, 
of Whitby, was about ^»oo. St, Margarets, Blackwood, near Newport, Monmouth. 
— The foundation stone of this church was laid on the 1 6th of August by Miss 
Williams, of Maesruddud, the architect being Mr. Bowes A. Paice, of George 
Street, Hanover Square. For some time past the inhabitants have worshipped 
in a chapel which was formerly an engine-house in connexion with one of the 
mines in the locality. The new church, when completed, will hold 224 wor- 
shippers. St, Bridgets, Chester, —The Rev. Canon Darby, on his appointment 
to this church a short time back by the Bishop of the diocese, at once refused all 
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participation in the pew-rents, which will now cease to be collected. Charthanty 
near Canterbury, — The parish church has been reopened after restoration, which 
has been mainly owing to the efforts of the Rector, the Rev. Cyril Randolph. 
The Earl of Damley, and a large number of the leading gentry of the county ol 
Kent were present. 

The Festival of the Three Choirs. — In spite of the unfavourable 
weather, and notwithstanding the resolution of many old supporters of these 
meetings to absent themselves, to say ftothing of the pressure which was put upon 
others to induce them to stay away, the Worcester Festival has been a marvellous 
success. The attendance was extremely good, and the amount obtained for the 
charity was the largest ever realized in Worcester, and we believe also exceeded 
the returns of any year during the century and a half or so that these meetings have 
been held. From a return furnished to the Standard^ of the 5th inst. , it appears 
that the gross total amounts to ;f 1392 *js, &/., the whole of which goes to the 
charity, all the expenses of the Festival having been borne by the Dean and 
Chapter. It is made up as follows ; — 

£ s. d. 

Interest on Invested Funds 120 o o 

Collections in the Cathedral .... 604 12 2 
Supplemental Fund 667 15 6 

1392 7 8 

The offertories in the cathedral included ;f 50 in notes (none above ;f 10), £,*j\ 
in cheques (none exceeding (;f 25), all the rest being in gold and silver in nearly 
equal proportions, with the exception of £^ 4s. gd, in copper. An analysis of 
the supplemental fund shows in like manner that with the exception of one 
donation of ;^ioo and one of ;^5o, it was made up entirely of comparatively small 
sums, no contribution exceeding £2$. It has always been the custom, we should 
remark, to rely partly upon donations not given at the services, and this year they 
were larger than usual. It should also be borne in mind that under the old 
system the Festival lasted four days, on each of which collections were made, 
whereas this year it was restricted to two days only. With regard to the appro- 
priation of seats, one half of the cathedral was, as we stated last month, absolutely 
free and unappropriated. Persons with tickets were admitted by another door to 
the other portions of the cathedral ; but we understand that only about fifty seats 
were absolutely appropriated to particular individuals, mostly official personages 
belonging to the city and the county. The statement that tickets were sold, which 
appeared in some newspapers, is absolutely without foundation. From whatever 
pomt of view we regard it, the financial success of the Festival is absolute, entire, and 
complete, and cannot be explained away by any possible manipulation of the figures. 
Without desiring to make too much of it, we may say that it forms a most striking proof 
of the soundness of the principle of the offertory as opposed to the system of nigh- 
priced tickets for choice places. The Dean and Chapter deserve the warmest 
congratulations for their bold experiment, which almost every one predicted would 
prove a failure. Three years will elapse before the Festival is again held in 
Worcester. By that time the persons who marked their disapprobation of the 
change by staying away will no doubt have got over the mortification which they 
probably feel at having voluntarily deprived themselves of assisting at the most 
successful Festival ever held within the walls of their cathedral. With regard to 
those who vented their displeasure against the Dean and Chapter by the circula- 
tion of scurrilous handbills, we are quite sure that their return to a better mind 
will be nowhere more warmly welcomed than by that maligned and much- 
abused body. 

Birmingham. — ^The Rev. Horace W. Orford, of Atherstone, writes: — "I was 
present the other day at the consecration of the new parish church (St. Martin's, Bir- 
mingham), and a very noble church it is, and a credit to the town; but I re^et to 
say that, from what t hear, the arrangements for letting the seats will be quite the 
reverse of creditable to all concerned. I write, therefore, to draw the attention of 
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the Council to the matter, if this has not already been done. I have found several 
cases in which non-parishioners, living at a considerable distance from the church, 
have had seats assigned to them in return for subscriptions to the Restoration 
Fund, and I know from them that they do not wish or intend to make use of their 
seats, except very occasionally. This letting and appropriation of the seats have 
not been entirely unopposed by the Churchmen of the town. A large and very 
influentially-signed petition was presented to the Rector (Dr. Wilkinson), asking 
him to make the church free and unappropriated. This petition remained un- 
answered for some time, and, on the Rector s attention being again called to it, he 
stated that the matter rested with the churchwardens. To a request that he would 
use his influence with the churchwardens he has not as yet deigned to reply. I 
hope that it is not too late to save this new and beautiful church from falling again 
into the old ruts. Weddings are celebrated at the chancel arch, and the parties 
are not allowed to approach the altar at the latter part of the service, /or /ear 0/ 
scratching the new floor. ^^ — At Holy Trinity the pew-rents were abolished about a 
twelvemonth ago, before the coming of the present Vicar (the Rev. R. W. 
Enraght), as a temporary experiment, in the hope that the warden's charge thereon 
— ^upwards of £100 a year — would be made up by the offertory. Although the 
offertory reached a higher average than formerly, the result has not been satis- 
factoiy, and it has been decided to reimpose pew-rents rather than run the risk of 
incurring a considerable debt. We regret the result, but we caimot pretend to be 
surprised, as the abolition of pew-rents was not accompanied by the abolition of 
appropriation, and it is not often that such half-measures succeed. We are per- 
fectly acquainted with the peculiar circumstances of Holy Trinity Church, but we 
nevertheless express the hope that Mr. Enraght will eventually be able to make it 
entirely free and unappropriated. — A somewhat gloomy view of Church matters in 
Birmingham was given by the Rev. Albert A. Wood in his evidence before the 
Select Committee on Mr. Salt's Bill. He thought the affairs of the Church in 
Birmingham were very sad. The first thing one missed was the sound of the 
church-bell from week s end to week's end. Except on Wednesday evenings, the 
churches seemed to be always closed, and so few in number. He resided about 
half a mile from St Luke's, which was the nearest, and which he found always 
filled with people living in the villas in the Bristol Road. After leaving his house 
in the Pershore Road he might walk a mile or a mile and a half without meeting 
a church or hearing a bell. He walked through a population of 12,000 or 15,000 
poor people there, who went neither to church or chapel. The incumbent of one 
of the churches called upon him, and Mr. Wood expressed his desire to do some 
work. ** Oh, do not talk of church-building to me," was the reply; ** I helped to 
build two, and it has taken five years out of my life for each." He made a similar 
proposition to the Incumbent of St. Luke's, who "cut him short by sajring that he 
did not think chapels in Birmingham answered ; he said they wanted regular 
churches. I said that I would be glad to have a little chapel to see whether it 
would grow; that I should be content if it would pay my house-rent; I would serve 
in it for nothing. It was quite an informal offer, but he discouraged it, and I said 
no more." — St. Peter's, Dale End, is now undergoing restoration, which will have 
the effect of giving the interior a more ecclesiastical appearance. The pew-doors 
are being removed, and the pews are being cut down, preparatory to the whole of 
the church being declared entirely free and unappropriated. A surpliced choir and 
choral services will, it is hoped, increase the attendance. The district is a poor one, 
the pew-rents being only ^30 a year, and the church has gradually been falling into 
debt. The Vicar and churdiwardens have issued an appeal for help from outside 
the parish to enable them to meet the expenses of the restoration, and to commence 
the new svstem fairly. Contributions may be sent to the Vicar, the Rev. R. Dell, 
37, Highneld Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham. 

Grosmont, Whitby. — The Secretary has received the following letter from the 
Rev. John Bailey, Vicar of Grosmont, the reopening of whose church was 
announced in the September number of the Advocate, By permission of the 
writer we make it public: — **I gladly avail myself of the first opportunity of 
sending you a few lines in reference to the opening of our new church, and the 
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adoption of the weekly offertory with the system of free and unappropriated 
sittings. The pew system, with the rents paid for sittings, had been for years a 
grievous hindrance to the work of God in this parish. When therefore it was 
determined to rebuild our church, I was resolved to break through the trammels 
and fetters which this evil System imposes on the Church's influence. I was 
greatly encouraged to do so by the addresses I heard at your Annual Meeting at 
the Westminster Palace Hotel in 1874, as well as by the conversation I had with 
you when you were so good as to call upon me at Highbury. The pamphlet, 

* Free and Open Church Mdvement,' with copies of which you supplied me, was 
of essential service in bringing before my parishioners the advants^es of a free 
church, and of the weekly offertory. A copy of it was left at every house in the 
parish, and among the working men especially its statements and arguments had 
great effect. Indeed, by means of the circulation of this excellent pamphlet, and 
by frequent conversations with individuals of all classes, the minds of the people 
were prepared for the introduction of the free and imappropriated system, as 
well as of the weekly offertory, so much so that both have been adopted with 
scarcely a dissentient voice. Permit me heartily to thank you for the good service 
which your kindly counsel and the publications of your Association have rendered 
us in this important change, which, by the blessing of God, has been ac- 
complished in our parish church." 

It is not often that we are enabled to see so distinctly the results of our work 
as in the case of Grosmont Church, nor do we, indeed, often receive such a hand- 
some acknowledgment This is, however, not said by way of complaint, for we 
are only too glad to chronicle progress, without stopping to inquire too curiously 
whether it is due to this or that Association, or whether owing to the efforts of 
this or that individual. 

Hastings. — **One who was Priesent," writing on the 13th ult, sa)rs: — " When 
down at Hastings I saw a notice stating that the churchwardens of St. Clement's 
(a church recently restored and opened last month, and in the old and poor part of 
the town) would be pleased to receive applications from the parishioners who 
desired appropriated sittings in the church, and in large printing there followed: — 

* The poor are requested to apply, as the churchwardens are particularly anxious 
to supply them with accommodation.' How the poor get treated at a sister church 
(All Saints'), which is free but appropriated, a little episode observed by me last 
night will show. A poor man with two children came in and selected a seat close 
to the pulpit, as the preacher (the curate) has a very low voice, when he was imme- 
diately bustled out by a female pew-opener and taken to the farther end of the 
church, though the pew in question, like half the church, was never occupied 
during the service." 

St. Luke's, Halliwell, Bolton. — ^This church was opened by licence four 
years ago. It was pew-rented, and had weekly offertories as well. It was conse- 
crated last Christmas, when a regular incumbent was appointed. At the Easter 
vestry it was agreed that pew-rents should be abplished, and the offertory increased 
so as to provide for the incumbent's stipend as well as church expenses. The pew- 
rents for that quarter amounted tQ £\\%s* for the incumbent, and the offertory 
brought f 19 8j. \ocU for the poor and churchwardens' expenses. Under the free 
system the offertory now averages £z 15^. each Sunday. Thus, when £<^o are 
deducted for expenses, the incumbent will be receiving at the rate of ;f 93 a year, 
instead of £^^ I2j. from pew-rents. The congregations also aretnuch larger. 

The Rights of Property.— A well-known London clergyman sends us the 
following: — "In a certain garrison and seaport town, a few years ago, a dockyard 
labourer made enough money to retire, build a 'willar,' and *buy a pew.' I 
believe, and I ask your readers to believe, on the authority of a credible Mritness, 
that our pew proprietor was seen to go down early one morning to his place of 
worship (a propnetary, so-called. Church of England chapel) in order to paint his 
pew according to his own taste, viz. a delicate sea-green colour. He could hardly 
be persuaded that it was contrary to les convenances to take this mode of insisting 
upon his rights and indulging his aestheticism. He said of his pew, * It is mine, and 
I have a right to do what I like with it.' Quien sabeV^ 
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Proprietary Chapels.— -The Rev. Henry Stevens, Vicar of Holy Trinity, 
Sydenham, in the course of his evidence before the Select Committee on Mr. Salt's 
Bill, gave some interesting particulars of the proprietary chapels at Bath, where they 
are more numerous, in proportion to the population, than in any other city, and a 
few years ago they numbeied seven. They were established during the Regency, 
when Bath was in the height of its prosperity, and before the Church Building Acts 
had been passed. There were at that period-many wealthy people who could well 
afford to pay for an additional minister in a large and comfortable chapel near their 
own houses. Mr. Stevens found '* that only wealthy people (and I believe it is so 
to this day), as a rule, ever attended those proprieta^ chapels; and the clergy, as a 
rule, simply attended to the people who heard them. Thev used to go away in the 
vacation tmie for two or three months in the year, and the people were very 
luxurious. In the Octagon Chapel they had fire-places, and I have seen gentlemen 
attending to their fire-places (the Octagon Chapel is where the Bishop of Peter- 
borough was). We used to say this: that the proprietary chapels took the cream 
and left the parochial cleiigy the skim milk, because as very few district churches 
were endowed, and consequently we had fewer clergy to a parish than there would 
have been but for those proprietary chapels, and there were smaller offertories for 
the poor and other expenses, because the wealthy people were drafted off to those 
chapels, and their clergymen could prepare more elaborate sermons and cater more 
for the people than we could. . . . Most of them pay very badly, and one has 
just been shut up because of a new district church being opened. The one near the 
Royal Crescent is closed, and the history of another one has almost come to an end 
which was at one time most remtmerative. . . . They have still a money value, 
showing the importance of the patronage that this Bill would give. The more 
prosperous ones are worth thousands of pounds in the market merely as patronage." 

How Pews are Made. — Hawkley Church, Hants, is seated with open and 
moveable benches. The churchwarden, who is also the squire of the parish, to 
oblige a bachelor friend residing in the parish, has removed one of the benches, 
thereby making a very wide opening. This has been carpeted and otherwise 
upholstered,. and the front and Imck benches have been screwed down to prevent 
encroachment. This space, which should afford room for eight or ten persons, is 
now devoted to one solitary individual, who occupies it. on Sunday mornings. The 
fiimily who sat in the seat which has been removed now attend a neighbouring 
churdi. 

The Pew System Abroad. — ^We take the following from the Pott Mall 
Gazette: — "The pew question is coming to the front in France. Anglicans are 
always exercised in mind by the open way in which the French make (^xl's house 
a house of merchandise ; but in Anjou things have gone a step farther than else* 
where. Cur& there very generally adopt the Ward Beecher plan of selling the 
sittings by auction on the first Sunday of the year. The plan is more simple than 
edifying. The cur^ and tresorier walk round the church followed by the congrega- 
tion, and at every halt one hears, * Going at 5f. (or 15 f. or 20 f.) the chah:,' every- 
body shouting as in an ordinary auction-room. FigarOy who is not squeamish, is 
scandalized, and asks whether Monsignor Freppel Imows what his cur^ are about. 
Worst of all, prices are run up, not by fair competition, but by the bids of church- 
wardens and such like. It is, in fact, just what goes on at a mock auction, or, as 
Figaro puts it, among the ticket-sellers outside a Paris theatre on a crowded night.*' 
In connexion with the above it will be interesting to state that according to Major 
Heales it is not uncommon in the north of France to see cards inscribed " A louer 
^ Noel ** attached to church seats. Central and Southern France adopts chairs in 

Preference to benches, and often the chairs are private property, bearing on a 
rass plate the name of the owner, and arranged to shut up and lock together, so 
as to prevent their use by any other person. They have, however, no claim to any 
particular site, and the owners pay a trifling charge for their standing, just as the 
public pay a sou or two for the use of a chair. The free system is however not 
entirely unknown in France, as according to a description of Pastor Bersier's 
church in Paris, which recently appeared in Church Bells, the seats there are 
perfectly free and open, with the exception of a few reserved in front. 
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**This is too Bad." — A very great poet has told us that a certain personage 
'* can cite Scripture for his purpose." Similarly, there are people who can ignore 
Scripture also for their purpose. This remark has been suggested by an anony- 
mous communication (wntten on the back of one of our Weekly Offertory slips) 
which has been sent to the Secretary. It is a curiosity in its way, and runs as 
follows : — '* This is too bad. The Church has a revenue of 4,500,00a/., none of 
which existed when Tobit and St. Paul lived, and the Psalms were written. 
Your quotations, therefore, are inapplicable." We are very familiar with the 
various lame attempts which are made from time to time to explain away the 
numerous passages m Holy Writ upon which we rely ; but as yet we remain un- 
convinced, all Scripture " being " profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correc- 
tion, for instruction in righteousness." 

"A Nineteenth Century Crusade."— This is the title of Lord Nelson's 
article on free and open churches in the current number of the St. Jdrmi Magazin^^ 
which, we take leave to say, has vastly improved under the able editorship of Mr. 
Mayer. The article is admirably adapted for the class of readers into whose 
hands it is likely to fall. We shall not spoil it by giving extracts, but prefer to 
send our readers to the magazine itself, and we do this with less hesitation as Lord 
Nelson's article is by no means the only good one in the number. 
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TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

Subscriptions are due on the 1st of January, The Council earnestly request 
members who have-not yet paid their subscriptions to do so, as funds are much 
wanted at the present time. 



The Editor of the Free and Opkn Church Advocate will be greatly obliged 
by friends of the movement sending him copies of local newspaper notes of pro-^ 
gressy ^c, for publication. 

The Advocate is sent regularly to every Subscriber; and it will be forwarded 
post fr^e for One Year to any address on receipt of Eighteen Pennv Stamps, 

The names and addresses of all who are wUling to Join the Association^ or to act as 
Honorary Local Secretaries or Treasurers, shouU be sent to the Secretary, 25, Nor» 
folk Street, Strand, IV, C, where the Society s publications may be had for distri- 
bution. Annual Subscriptions — Vice-Presidents, £2 ts, ; Members, £1 is. ; Clerical 
Members, $s, ; Associate Members, ^s. ; Working Men and Business Assistants, is. 

Cheques and Post-office Orders should be made payable to the Treasurer, Edward 
M.Courtney, Esq, Cheques crossed *' Union Bank of Ix)Ndon." 



GILBERT AND RIVINGTON, fRINTBRS, ST. JOHn's SQUARE, LONDON. 
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Vol. II. NOVEMBER 15TH, 1875. No. 47. 

|hE London Free and Open Church Association. — 
The ordinary Monthly Meeting of the Executive Council 
was held on Wednesday, the loth inst., at the rooms 
of the Association, 25, Norfolk Street, Strand. Present: 
Alfred Buckley, Esq., in the chair; Henry Radcliffe, 
Esq., Edwin C. Ireland, Esq., Richard B. Prosser, Esq., Henry Lias, 
Esq., Edward M. Courtney, Esq., Treasurer, H. C. Coote, Esq., 
F. H. Rooke, Esq., J. Waddon Martyn, Esq., Bowes A. Paice, Esq., 
and Henry Sutton, Esq. 

The Treasurer reported a balance at the bank of;^56 los, 2d, 
in favour of the Association, and bills amounting to £^102 8j. 2d. 
were passed for payment as soon as funds would permit. 

The following resolution was proposed by Mr. Courtney, and 
seconded by Mr. Coote : — " That a special letter be written to Life 
Members and other Subscribers to the Association, asking for special 
donations towards the cost of printing the recently-published 
pamphlet of Statistics of Free and Open Churches." 

A letter was read from a member of the Council, offering to give 
;^5 to meet the expenses incurred in connexion with the Church 
Congress. The letter expressed a hope that other members would 
be induced to give a donation towards the same object. 

It was reported that in the Parish Church of Newcastle-under- 
Lyme, now in course of rebuilding, the seats would be entirely free 
and unappropriated. 

Also, that a movement in favour of freeing the seats in Slough 
Parish Church was being actively set on foot in the parish. 

The Secretary reported that at the suggestion of the Rector of 
Stoke-on-Trent (the Rev. Sir Lovelace Stamer, Bart.), Dr. Farrar's 
sermon on " Free and Open Churches," preached in Stoke Parish 
Church during the Church Congress, had been reprinted from the 
Advocate. 

It was also reported that an attempt had recently been made to 
appropriate the seats in the Parish Church of St. Mary, Haggerston, 
which had, however, been successfully opposed. 



St. Margaret's, Westminster. — This ancient church is about to undergo 
a thorough restoration, and a very influential committee has been formed for the 
purpose. In days gone by the church was attended by highly aristocratic 
congregations, and it appears that in 168 1 a gallery was erected ** exclusively for 



Digitized by 



Google 



23© The Free and Open Church Advocate, 

persons of quality." Of late years this gallery has, it is stated, been used as a 
receptacle lor school children. It is to be hoped that some provision will be 
made for the numerous poor still belonging to the parish. Their numbers are 
probably very much less than in former times, as they have been driven out by the 
various improvements which have been made in the locality. 

Brighton.— On Tuesday, the 5th October, the new church of St. James, 
Brighton, was consecrated by the Bishop of Chichester. It was a consecration 
remarkable on two accounts. First of all,' it is an important step in the progress 
of the great scheme inaugurated by the Vicar of Brighton for providing for the 
spiritual wants of that vast city. Four years ago it was one unwieldy parish of 
^,000 souls, in which the venerable and beautifully restored but comparatively 
remote church of St. Nicholas was the parish church, while the inhabitants of aU 
the other districts were dependent on the services of proprietary chapels and pew- 
rented churches, without any parochial status. The present vicar. Dr. Hannah, 
on entering upon his great cure, on the decease of his predecessor, the Rev. H. 
M. Wagner, submitted to the Bishop a comprehensive plan for the reformation of 
this state of things, the chief feature of which was that such churches as 
were properly situated for the purpose, and were willing to sacrifice 
their pew-rents, and become free and open to all, should be erected 
into parish churches, new churches being also built where this process 
proved insufficient. This plan has been steadily carried out. The rights and 
honours of the mother church have been transferred from St. Nicholas to St. 
Peter's, a great church in the very centre of the town, and three new parishes, 
St. Nicholas, St. Paul's, and St. John's, have been definitely constituted ; while 
a fourth, St. Martin's, is in process of constitution, and a fifth, St. James's, will be 
constituted without delay. It was the new church of the fifth of these, St. James, 
which was consecrated on the 5th inst But, apart from its place in the general 
scheme, this church hasV special interest of its own. It stands on a famous site, 
which has gained to itself ror good, or for evil, a notorious place in the history of 
the Church of England — that of the old chapel of Mr. Purchas. Those who 
remembered that old chapel, of which the excessive ceremonial was not more 
remarkable than the poverty and shabbiness of the building in which it was enacted, 
must have been struck by the contrast presented to them last week. The church 
is a modest and simple but lofty and ample brick building, in which the architect, 
Mr. E. E. Scott, of Brighton, has skilfully combined his main material with shafts 
and corbels of stone, so as to produce a rich and pleasing effect. It will hold some 
600 worshippers, a small proportion out of the population of 4000, which will be 
assigned to the new parish ; but one which, extended as it will be by the elastic 
properties of the free church system, will probably prove sufficient for its 
purpose. The Bishop, attended by his chaplain, the Rev. F. J. Mount, was met 
at the entrance by the Vicar of Brighton, and the new incumbent of St. James's, 
the Rev. J. J. Mallaby. The service, which was choral throughout, was intoiied 
by the Rev. R. J. Salmon, incumbent of St. Martin's, assisted by a surpliced choir, 
the Lessons being read by the Rev. J. J. Mallaby and the Vicar. The Bishop 
preached an appropriate sermon (Psalm cxxii. i), which was remarkable for the 
distinct clearness of his utterance on some Important and disputed matters. After 
observing that it was indeed a day for ** being glad," he proceeded to draw a vivid 
picture of the contrast between the parochial and the congregational system, con- 
gratulating his listeners upon their entrance into the former condition, with the full 
enjoyment of all its rights. Their new church was not for **the privileged occu- 
pants of reserved seats;'* it was their own, in which they all had an equal right 
Another large congregation filled the church at half-past seven, when the sermon 
was preached by the Vicar of Brighton. It was a compact and closely-reasoned 
justification of the free seat system, which he maintained was the only system con- 
sistent with the nationality, the Christian brotherhood, and the missionanr character 
which ought to mark the Church of England ; but he dwelt ^chiefly on tne correla- 
tive obligation of the offertory, urging on the congregation of the new parish 
that they were not to accept the benefits of the freedom without accepting also the 
duty of contributing to its support. The appeal was not unsuccessful, for the total 
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amount of the collections at the two services was found to amount to £iVl(ii a con- 
siderable contribution towards the debt of ;^300, which had been announced by 
papers scattered about the church to remain still unpaid. Thus far the Guardian, 
The following table gives an accurate statement of the church accommodation of 
Brighton in 1870 and 1875 respectively, distinguishing the number of free seats, 
and seats rented or appropriated : — 



DATE. 


NAME OF CHURCH. 


1870. 


1875. 




9 ».■ 






S ^ 








FREE 


hOO 




FREE 


h02 






• 


SEATS. 


J_ 2 "< 


TOTAL. 


SEATS. 


K < 


TOTAU 


1828 


St. Peter's (present 
















Parish Church) . 


782 


886 


1668 


1600 


-~ 


1600 


Ancient. 


St. Nicholas (for- 
















merly Parish Ch.) 


800 





800 


800 





800 


1840 


St. John's (now a 
















District Parish) . 


640 


585 


1225 


1225 





1225 


1849 


St. Paul's, ditto . . 


740 


460 


1200 


1200 





1200 


1803 


Chapel Royal (Pro- 
















prietary) . . 


220 


654 


874 


220 


654 


874 


1825 


St. George's, ditto . 


ZOO 


1 100 


1300 


200 


1 100 


1300 


1826 


Holy Trinity, ditto . 


280 


620 


900 


280 


620 


900 


1826 


St. James's* (for- 
















merly Proprietary) 


225 


609 


834 


650 


— 


650 


1826 


St.Margaret'sf (Pro- 
















prietary .... 


250 


750 


1000 


453 


847 


1300 


1827 


St. Mary's,* ditto . 


419 


656 


1075 


419 


656 


107s 


% 


All Souls'. . . . 


960 


340 


1300 


960 


340 


1300 


Christ Church . . 


698 


452 


1150 


698 


f^ 


1 150 


1849 


St. Mark's . . . 


376 


643 


IOI9 


376 


IOI9 


1852 


St. Stephen's . . . 


172 


544 


716 


172 


544 


716 


'f53- 


All Saints' . . . 


750 


500 


1250 


750 


500 


1250 


1862 


St. Michael's . . . 


400 


300 


700 


400 


300 


700 


1863 


St. Anne's . . . 


508 


392 


900 


508 


392 


900 


1862 


St. Mary Magdalene's 
















(opened by licence) 


600 


— 


600 


600 


.^ 


600 


1864 


Church of the Annun- 
















ciation, ditto . . 


500 


— 


500 


500 


— 


500 


1866 


St. Bartholomew's, t 
















ditto 


350 


— 


350 


1500 


— 


1500 


1867 


St, Martin's, § . . 
Total . . 


370 


— 


370 


1500 


— 


1500 


10,240 


9491 


19,731 


15,011 


7048 


22,059 



* Now in course of formation into District Parishes. 

t Enlarged. X Permanent Church now built.- 

( Created a District Parish by Order in Council dated October 36, 1875. 

The total number of sittings, it will be observed, has been increased during that 
period by 2328, whilst the free seats have been augmented by the addition of 4771. 
The rented or appropriated seats show a decline of 2443. In only one church (St. 
Margaret'^) has tne number of rented sittings been increased. Satisfactory as these 
results undoubtedly are. Dr. Hannah's scheme is not yet complete, but it would be 
premature to refer at present to the portions yet remaining to be carried out. 

St. Martin's, Birmingham.— "A Parishioner" makes the following com- 
plaint in the columns of the Birmingham Daily Post: — "On Sunday night, 
accompanied by my wife, I attempted to attend a service at this church. We 
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-presented ourselves at the door some few minutes before service began. There 
was a small crowd there, both inside and out, but after some little squeezing we 
got into the inner one. Here, for ten minutes, we stood — vacant seats in 
abundance before us, which we were not allowed to occupy — hustled and squeezed 
as badly as at a station ; a disagreeable process for a man to go through, but 
worse for a not over-strong woman. However, I thought when the bell ceased, 
and the organ began to play, at least we should be permitted to take a seat ; but 
finding that still we were to wait in the stifling crush, we went away elsewhere." 
This is by no means the first complaint of the kind which has been made. The 
Birmingham people appear to hold peculiar views as to the object of a parish 
church. The new church has been several times referred to in glowing periods 
as ** an ornament to the t<5wn." Churches are, however, primarily for use, not 
for ornament, and for use^ too, by the parishioners. At a meeting held a short 
time ago for the purpose of raising funds to liquidate the debt on the building, 
the Rev. A. R. Vardy pointed to "the important moral and educational influence 
of having in the town such a beautiful architectural monument as the new church. " 
The contemplation of the outside of a noble building, such as St. Martin's un- 
doubtedly is, can hardly fail to have a good effect upon the beholder, but it may 
well be thought that greater and more frequent facilities for seeing the inside, such 
as doors open daily, both for public and private prayer, and free and unappropriated 
scats would, in the long-run, produce far more important and lasting effects than 
the "moral and educational " influence of " a beautiful architectural monument." 

Bristol. — Ten years ago the Rev. W. F. Bryant erected an iron church in 
Tyndall's Park, Clifton. That is now superseded by the partly-finished and 
permanent free and open church of St, Mafy, Tyndall's Park, which was con- 
secrated on the 22nd of September last. The temporary building being thus set 
at liberty, Mr. Bryant started a scheme for removing it into the Woolcott Park 
district which forms the most populous end of his parish, and contains 3000 
inhabitants. This has now been done, and the Rev. W. C. Prideaux has been 
placed in charge of the district. There afe thus two free and open churches in 
the parish, supported by the weekly offertory, the mother church holding 550, 
and the iron church 500. Both are well filled. 

All Saints, Hastings.— The Rev. G. Alfred Foyster, Rector of this church, 
writes to correct some inaccuracies in the letter of ** One who was present," 
published in the Advocate of last month. We requested our correspondent, 
who is well known to us, to furnish full particulars of the incident which he 
witnessed. His account of the matter is totally at variance with that given by the 
Rector. Both are, however, so circumRtantial and so evidently truthful, that we 
can only arrive at one conclusion, viz. that there must have been two distinct 
cases of " perturbation of seat " on the Sunday in question. 

Open for Private Prayer.— The Rev. F. R. Broughton, of Wyddial, 
Buntingford, Herts, informs us that the following churches in the neighbourhood 
are open daily for private prayer : — St. Andrew's, Buckland (Rector, Rev. H. F. 
Burnaby) ; St. Mary's, Aspenden (Rector, the Rev. A. P. Sanderson) ; Barley 
(Rector, the Rev. R. A. Gordon, Rural Dean) ; and St. Mary's, Standon (Vicar, 
the Rev. H. R. Wetherall). We may add that the question of opening churches 
daily for private prayer was discussed at the Buntin^oi^ clerical meeting held a 
few weeks back. 

Non-parochial Appropriation. — The Bishop of Melbourne, speaking at the 
Church Congress, endorsed the popular fallacy that appropriation secures the 

•use of the church to dona fide parishioners. A layman, then on the platform, 
informs us that he himself at one and the same time rented four sittings in two 
different churches whilst residing in a third parish, and frequently worshipping in a 
fourth parish. Such was and is the regulation as to sittings in those two churches, 
that every Sunday he kept at least four, and sometimes eight parishioners from 

- entering those seats, at all events, during the earlier portion of the service. One of 
these two churches was curiously enough the model parish church quoted by the 
Bishop of Melbourne as most worthy of imitation in this matter. 
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Wanstead. — Sir Antonio Brady, speaking at the annual meeting of the Bishop 
of Rochester's Fund, held at Wanstead on the 1st instant, expressed his satis* 
faction that a free and open church was about to be built in that parish for the 
labouring poor, who would rally round the Church if they were welcomed, but 
were too independent to occupy seats which were appropriated to others. There 
would be no fear of disestablishment if the churches were as free as the air thev 
breathed, and if people realized the undoubted fact that the naves of the parish 
churches were as iree to the peasant as to the peer. The parish church of Wanstead, 
we miay remark, was rebuilt about the year 1790, under a special Act of Parlia- 
ment, 27 Geo. III. cap. 63 (amended by 29 G<k>. III. cap. 14), which directs that 
the pews shall be allotted to the inhabitants, and shall "be deemed to belong to 
the houses of such inhabitants." As usual in the Acts of that period, there is no 
provision whatever for free seats. It is stated in Maekeson^j Guide that the 
architect of the present church was Sir Christopher Wren ; but this can hardly be, 
seeing that he died nearly seventy years before it was built. 

Pevit Auctions. — The Hon. J. F. T. Fiennes, of Trunkwell House, Reading, 
a Vice-president of the London Free and Open Church Association, writes as 
follows to the Banbury Guardian : — ** Sir, — I have been much pained from time 
to time to see in your paper advertisements such as the following : — *For Sale — 
Pew No. 68, good position, under centre arch in the North Gallery of St. 
Mary's Church, Banbury. Apply &c.' Happily the old three-decker no longer 
exists, and we are spared the unseemly exhibition of the auctioneer from its 
dizzy height knocking down these freehold horse-boxes, conferring, I have been 
told, votes on the possessor, though, indeed, I have reason to believe that their 
sale in the Auction Mart is not an unusual thing. I know it is so at Staines, in 
Middlesex, where proprietors commit the abomination of padlocking their unused 
boxes from year to year. But the sales by private contract are bad enough, as 
the House of God is generally believed to be God's House, and therefore double 
ownership must be impossible, and the title bad. I do not know at all the market 
value of these pews, but I do hope some general effort may be made to free our 
Church of such a painful scandal, and I would commend the subject to the early 
and earnest attention of the leaders of the Free Church movement. For my own 
part I offer to subscribe 5/. towards buying the above eligible pew, hoping that I 
may be met by a sufficient number of gentlemen who will do the same, and thus raise 
the necessary purchase-money to make it a free pew. And I shall be happy also 
to give annually a similar sum to a fund (perhaps the Vicar would act as treasurer) 
for buying up all such pews as may come into the market until all are re- 
deemed, trustii^ that those who do not voluntarily make a present of their 
property to the Church may be induced, at any rate, to dispose of them as cheaply 
as possible, on condition that they shall have the personal use of them so long as 
they live, and reside in the parish." Banbury Church was built under one of 
those local Acts of Parliament, once, no doubt, the glory of Churchmen ; but 
now it is to be hoped their shame. The Act in question (30 Geo. III. Cap. 72) 
was passed in 1790, and, after reciting that the old church had become ruinous, 
creates a body of trustees, who are to invite contributions, the pews to be allotted 
in proportion to the amount of subscription. The subscribers are to be divided 
into four classes: (i) Subscribers of icx>/. and upwards; (2) Subscribers of 50/. 
and under 100/. ; (3) subscribers of 30/. and under 50/. ; and (4) subscribers of 
10/. and under 30A The first choice of pews was to rest with the highest con- 
tributor in the first class, and so on down to the lowest in the fourth class. In 
case there were two or more subscribers of equal amount, the choice was to be 
settled by lot. Ratepayers of 30/. and upwards were, however, to be entitled to 
a pew, independent of any contribution to the building fund. The pews thus 
allotted are absolute freeholds, and may, of course, be dealt with like any other 
** property." There appears to have been no provision whatever for free seats ; at 
all events, there is not a word in the Act upon the subject. Holders of pews are 
forbidden to paint them, and green baize or other linings are a prohibited luxury. 
Any contravention of this portion of the Act is to be visited with a penalty of 10/. 
Perhaps a knowledge of the fact may be of use to the promoters of the proposed 
enfranchisement fund. 
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A Narrow Escape.— It is perhaps not generally known that in 1856 the 
Church of England narrowly escaped being saddled with a system of pew-rents 
which would have been worse than the worst abuses now existing. It appears 
from the Report of the Select Committee on the New Parishes Bill, which after- 
wards became law, that it was actually proposed to insert this clause : — " It shall 
be lawful for the [Ecclesiastical] Commissioners, anything hereinbefore contained 
notwithstanding, to charge the whole, or any proportion of the sittings in such 
church or chapel as last mentioned, with a rate or payment not exceedinjg one 
shilling per annum for each sitting, upon sufficient evidence being supplied to them 
that the imposition of such charge will sender the said church or chapel more 
useful to the population of the district ; and the rate so chained shall be collected 
and applied in the same manner as the rents hereinbefore authorized to be taken." 
Fortunately the clause was negatived, but only by a majority of one. The Ayes 
were Lord Ebrington, Mr. Gladstone (the proposer of the clause), and Mr. 
Adderley. Mr. E. Egerton, Sir Stafford Northcote, Lord John Manners, and 
Mr. Liddell voted with the Noes. Had it passed the Select Committee, the clause 
would have been incorporated into the fiill, and would doubtless have been 
accepted by the House. On the other hand, it is to be noted that the words in 
section 6, limiting the powers of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners to impose pew- 
rents to cases where ''sufficient funds cannot be provided from other sources," 
were inserted by the Select Committee at the suggestion of the framer of the 
measure, the Marquis of Blandford (the present Duke of Marlborough), and were 
accepted with only a single dissentient. Mr. Gladstone's motion was no doubt 
made with the very laudable object of enabling the* residents in poor parishes to 
obtain appropriated sittings at a merely nominal rent, on the theory (which is now 
generally held to be a mistaken one) that the poor prefer the pew system if the 
rents are brought within their means. If, however, the clause had ever become 
law, it is probable that, in the majority of cases, the shilling pew-rent would have 
simply drawn from neighbouring parishes a number of well-to-do but mean 
persons who could well afford to pay a guinea. The Church would have been 
deprived of a considerable amount of revenue, and the object of the clause would 
not have been attained. On the whole, it is a matter for congratulation that 
Mr. Gladstone's motion was rejected. 

Cheltenham. — **A Wanderer," writing to the Church Times on the 
condition of public worship in Cheltenham, which contains fifteen churches, 
served by twenty-seven clergymen, says : — "Another disgrace to this fashionable 
town is that, with one exception, the sittings in all these churches are let, and 
any churchman coming into the town cannot but be struck by the several notices 
ill tradesmen's windows, to the effect that they are agents for the letting of 
sittings in some church, no doubt at a good percentage. At one church (Trinity) 
there is a notice at the door, stating that * any person wishing to attend the 
services in this church, must apply to the agent for a sitting for a single Sunday, 
or more if desirable.' This church being the nearest to my lodgings, I was bent 
on going, but judge my surprise, and as I did not wish to be turned out, did not 
dare to enter, as I had not applied to the agent and paid the fee. I was very 
much surprised on reaching All Saints', which is entirely seated with chairs, to 
find the greater part of them were allotted, which I consider very much out of 
place, for at a church with its daily service, frequent celebrations, cassocked and 
surpliced choir, properly-furnished altar, vesper lights, and all the adjuncts to a 
Catholic service, I expected to find a free church." The state of things at All 
Saints' has been more than once alluded to in these columns (see Advocate, 
vol. i., p. 185 ; vol. ii. pp. 54, 55). 

A Clergyman and his Pew Tenant. — A clergyman of Liverpool has lately 
addressed a poor man who had been one of his flock, and one of his Simday- 
school teachers, but who some time ago left his church, as follows: — ** You have 

been frequently asked by Mr. to pay the pew-rents which you owe me for 

your seats in Church. I now write to say that if you do not send the 

amount due (i$s.) by the bearer, I will myself take out a summons against you in 
the County Court, and enforce my claim." — Liverpool Courier, 
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Smollbtt on Pews.— Smollett's Count Fathom is perhaps one of the most un- 
likely books in which one would expect to find an exposure of the evils of the pew 
system. Yet such is the case, as the following extract from chapter 49 of that work 
will show. The heroine, Monomia, being in great distress of mind, determines to 
attend early prayers in the neighbouring church : — " The hapless mourner entered the 
place, and, according to the laudable hospitality of England— which is the only 
country in Christendom where a stranger is not made welcome in the house of 
God — the amiable creature, emaciated and enfeebled as she was, must have stood 
in a common passage during the whole service, had not she, being perceived by a 
humane gentlewoman, who, struck with her beauty and dignified air, and melted 
with sympathy at the ineffable sorrow which was visible in her countenance, opened 
the pew in which she sat, and accommodated Monomia and her attendant. If 
she was captivated by her first appearance, she was not less affected by the 
deportment of her fair guest, which was the pattern of genuine devotion." This 
was written about 1754, a period of gross immorality and corruption ; but still 
marked by a very general observance of the rubric ordering daily morning and 
evening prayers. We cannot quote any statistics refening to this particular year, 
but it is quite certain that in 17 14 there were in London and the neighbourhood 
five churches with four daily services, five with three services, forty-four with two, 
and twenty-one with one daily service. These figures are taken firom a work, 
published in the above-named year, called Pietas Londinensis, 

The Rights of Parishioners under the Pew System. — The question 
of introducing a surpliced choir at St. John's Church, Harbome, Birmingham, was 
recently settled by taking the opinion of all the male seatholders. The simple 
** parishioner" is disregarded, the qualification for a voice in the management of 
church affairs being a money payment for a pew. This is pure Congregationalism. 
We quite admit the difficulty at the present time of devising an unobjectionable 
constitution for a Church Council, and simply desire to point out that * * the seat- 
holders " are neither recognized by the Church, nor even by Acts of Parliament. 

CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION, LAVENDER HILL, S.W. 
to the editor of the "free and open church advocate." 

Sir,— I must thank you for your notice and abstract of our first Report and 
Pastoral. At the same time, I am bound to say that I dare not expect our ordi- 
nary offertory to realize in the second year anything like the amount collected in 
the first, as many personal friends came forward to help to start us. 

We are settling into a regular parochial congregation. My district comprises 
the whole (with the exception of a few houses) of the ** Shaftesbury Park Estate," 
or "Workman's City." Obviously, therefore, it is composed chiefly of working 
people. One of the remarkable provisions of this "Estate," or rather arrange- 
ments made by the "Artisans' Dwelling Company," is that they should have 
within the limits of their property "neither church, chapel, nor public-house." 

Our little temporary church is perched up on a hill outside, and on the very 
verge of these boundaries ; but overlooking the whole of the district, and of the 
"Estate." There, please God, we will build our witness for God's truth, and 
God's love, in a church which shall be open for all, and at all hours. 

We have claimed our first 250/. by collecting 750/., and I want about 300/. to 
claim our second 250/. of the 1 000/. promised us on these conditions. I have 
signed a contract for 1000/., which will do little more than give us the foundations 
of the chancel of the permanent church. 

There is another and a more rapid way of going to work, and that is by getting 
• into debt ; but that we are pledged not to do. 

Our little temporary church is crowded every Sunday, and very well attended 
every weekday. We have had nearly 300 baptisms (many of them adults), and 
nearly 30CO communions made since we opened fire, little more than a year ago. 
We presented thirty-one candidates for confirmation in May, and I am promised, 
by our Bishop's kind permission, a second confirmation this year, which is to take 
place in our own little temporary church. Deo soli gloria ! 

Yours truly, 

Oct. dy 1875. J. B. Wilkinson. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS 
TO NOVEMBER 



£ s.d. 



1- 



q- 

lames, Walter C, Esq. 
Johnson, M. Warton, Esq. 
Tones, G. Haines, Esq. 
Jones, Mr. Lewis 



M.P. 



6) 

n. Viscount 



(Don. 



875- 



o xo 

O IX 

• 5 



Akers, Lieut -Col., C. S., R.E. 
Athawes, Exlwd. J., Esq. . . . x x o 
Badcock, Philip, Esq. . . . x x o 
Baker, W. Clinton, Esq. . (Don.) a a o 
Barton, Rev. Gerard . . . x x o 

Bayne, Miss Isabella . (Don.) lo o o 

Beaurain, G. A. Esq. . . . x x o 

Beck, Lister, Esq t x o 

Bird, R. M., Esq. . ... .050 

Bodineton, Rev. A. (Offertory) .0x00 

Boys, E. G. Esq (Sub. and Don.) .070 

Bnnckman, SirT.H.L., Bart. (Don.) a o o 

Brooke, Rev. J. M. S. (Don.) 

Brown, E. T., Esq. . 

BuUer, Rev. W. E. (Don.) 

Carew, Thomas, Esq. 

Carr, J. Bentley. Esq. 

Carrington, H. T., £^. 

Carrington, Mrs. 

Carterrj. P., Esq. . 

Cave, F. L., Esq. 

Cheswright, Henry, Esq. (Don.) 

Clinch, A. E., Esq. . 

Conroy, Sir John, Bart. 

Cooper, Mr. J. C. 

Corbet, Captain A G. 

Davy. Rev. Charles R. (Don.) 

Douglas, Hon. and Rev. A G 

Drummond, Rev. A. H. 

Dunn, Rev. A Hunter 

Exton, Rev. R. B. L. 

Ferrey, Benjamin, Esq. 

Fielding, G^ Esq. 

France, J. F., Esq., F.S.A. 

Eraser, Rev. J. . 

Frost, Edward H. J., Esq. (Don.) 



o 5 

X xo 
o 5 
o 5 
X x 
o 5 



o 5 

O TO 



o 10 
o 10 



8y6) 



o 6 
o 10 



0x6 



received from october 
6th, 1875. 

Kemp, F. S., Esq 

Kennard^ Miss M. G. (1875- X876) . 

Kilcoursie, Viscount 

Kine, G. Kelly, Esq. 

Kitchin, T. M., Esq. (1875-1876) 

Laurence, Herbert, Esq. . 

Law, Rev. F. H. 

Leary, P. H., Esq. (Don.) 

Lomax, M. J., fiaq. . 
Luff, Mr. HL J. . 
Luff, Mr. T. E. . 
Marchant, T. W., Esq. 
Martyn, J. Waddon, Esq. . 
Mayne, W. Otway. Esq. 
:Le( ' " * -^ 



876). 



876) 



McLeod, Herbert, Esq. (X875-1 

Merriman, J. ^., Esq. 

Meryon, Lewis, E.sq. . 

Metcalfe, F. M., Esq. 

Middlemore, Thomas, Esq. 

Morris, F. P., Esq. . 

Noel, Rev. M. H. (Sub. and Don.) . 

NoUoth, Rev. H. E. . 

Overton, William, Esq. 

Oxenham. Rev. F. N. 

Pares, John^ Esq. 

Phipps, Major Ramsey, R.A 

Phipps, Mrs. 

Prosser, W. H., Esq. 

Richardson, Rev. Canon (1875 • 

Rivington, Cecil S., Esq. . 

Ruddock, Rev. M. £. (187S-X876) 

Ryley, Mr. John 

Salt, R. H., Esq. 

Sarum, Ven. Archdeacon of 

Scobell, Barton L. J., Esq. 

Shrewsbury, The Rt.Hon. the Earl of, 

Spode, Josiah, Esq. . 

Stanton, Rev. V. H. . 

Steward, Lieut. -Col. R. O. 

Swabey, Dr. CM., QC (1875-1876) 

Talbot, J. G., Esq., M.P. . '^ " 
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Trew, Edward B. E.sq. 
Turner, John, Esq . . 
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Walker, John. Esq. . 
WaUace, Rev. C. S. . 
Walpole, Miss E. J. (Don.) 
Warre, Rev. F. (Don ) 
Wilbraham, F. H. R, Esq. 
Willaume, T. B. Tanqueray, Esq. 
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The Editor of the Free and Open Church Advocate will be greatly obliged 
by friends of the movement sending him copies of local newspapers ^ notes oj prO' 
gress, 6f*c.^for publiccUion, 

T'i^ Advocate is sent regularly to every Subscriber ; and it will be forwarded 
post free for One Year to any address on receipt of Eighteen Penny Stamps, 

Cheques and Post-office Orders should be made payable to the Treasurer^ EDWARD 
M. Courtney, Esq. Cheques crossed ** Union Bank of London." 

GILBERT AND KIVIKGTUN, l'RINTKR.% ST. JONN's SQUARE, LONDON. 
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THE 

Being the Monthly Paper of the London Free and Open Church Association. 

Vol. IL DECEMBER 15TH, 1875. No. 48. 

[he London Free and Open Church Association. — 
The ordinary Monthly Meeting of the Executive Council 
was held on Wednesday, the ist inst., at the rooms 
of the Association, 25, Norfolk Street, Strand. Present ; 
Alfred Buckley, Esq., in the chair; E. C. Ireland, Esq., 
Robert Bayman, Esq., F. H. Rooke, Esq., J. L. Vincent, Esq., E. J. 
Athawes, Esq., Richard B. Prosser, Esq., Major HeaJes, F.S.A., 
Henry Sutton, Esq., and the Rev. W. H. Browne. 

The following new Vice-Presidents were announced and ap- 
proved : — viz.. Rev. Alfred Gumey, Brighton, for life ; J. N. Hibbert, 
Esq., Chalfont Park, Gerrard's Cross; and William Long, Esq., 
West Hay, Wrington. 

In the absence of the Treasurer, the Secretary reported a balance 
at the bank of 57/. 15^. 4^. in favour of the Association, and bills 
amounting to 53/. 4s. 4//. were authorized to be paid. 

Several important letters were read, and applications for papers 
and advice were reported from various places, all of which had been 
carefully attended to. 

The attention of the Council was drawn to an advertisement in the 
Church Times announcing a series of special Services to be held at 
St. James's, Hatcham, on the Sunday evenings in Advent, to which 
tickets of admission would be issued at is, 6d. for each Service. 
The matter having been considered, Mr. Bayman moved the follow- 
ing resolution, which was seconded by Major Heales, and agreed to 
unanimously : — 

" That the action of the Rev. Arthur Tooth, in causing tickets to 
be issued and sold for admission to a series of Services during 
Advent at St. James's, Hatcham, is deeply to be regretted, and this 
Council earnestly hopes that Mr. Tooth will see the error he has 
committed and abandon the arrangement." 



St. Mary's, Haggerston. — It is not often that we have to reconl progress 
in a backward direction, if we may use such a figure, and the cases where a church, 
having once fairly adopted free and open principles, has gone back to appropriated 
sittings are fortunately rare. Those who are familiar with the ecclesiastical affairs 
of the East End must be aware that the history of St. Mary*s, Haggerston, is 
extremely interesting. It was carved out of the parish of St. Leonard's, Shoreditch, 
in 1827, at which date it contained a suburban population of less than 10,000, but 
in 1862 it had grown to rather over 50,000. How this gigantic parish was sub- 
divided into districts of manageable size may be read in the Penny Post for April, 
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1867. About i860 St. Mary's was restored at great cost, and made entirely free, 
and for some years all went well. In 1863 the total offertory averaged 42/. icxr. 
monthly. In 1864 it was 53/. In 1871, however, it had fallen to 33/. lu., and 
in the following year it was only 25/. is. In 1873 it exhibited a further decrease, 
amounting only to 23/. i6j. Matters do not appear to have improved as time went 
on, and during the first half of the present year the monthly average had fallen to 
20/. 8j. To meet this lamentable state of things a suggestion was made last 
spring that the seats should be appropriated, and meetings were held to consider 
the question. At the first meeting it was depided by a majority of five that appro- 
priation was undesirable. It being subsequently alleged that several of those who 
constituted the majority voted under the impression that the real question at issue 
was •* pew-rents," it was proposed at the opening of the adjourned meeting held 
on the 30th of July last, that the first resolution should be rescinded and the 
original motion reconsidered. The following resolution was proposed by Dr. 
Daly, and seconded by Mr. Goble, the senior churchwarden :-;-** That such 
appropriation be made under the sanction and management of the Vicar and 
churchwardens." Mr. Foreman proposed an amendment to the effect ** that any 
system of appropriation of seats would tend rather to increase the evil than remedy 
it," which being put was carried by a majority of five. These particulars are taken 
from the October number of the Haggerston Church Magazine, which is ** con- 
ducted by the Vicar." In the number for the month following the Vicar says : — 

"The funds of the Church are insufficient for the ordinary expenses; the 
voluntary workers insufficient for the successful working of the several Societies. 
Will appropriation lead a new class to us, or will it not ? Is it worth trying, or 
is it not ? Are there any ways more feasible that can be recommended ? Or 
is it better to stay as we are, and stick to our prejudice, rather than make 
any change ? " And much more to the same effect. 

In spite of the resolution of July 30th, the churchwardens have affixed a notice, 
dated November 19, in the church porch, to the following effect : — "Application 
having been made for the appropriation of seats, the churchwardens will be glad 
to receive, before December the 8th, communications from all members of the 
church desirous of having appropriated seats." 

According to the Vicar the seats are already actually appropriated, and he says in 
the Magazine for October, " That all the regular congregatirai systematically sat in 
the same seats. The rights to these seats were so generally accepted, that if certain 
members were late in coming they invariably found their seats respected, and 
reserved for them. That it was not uncommon for the regular attendants so to 
assert their rights to their accustomed seats as, if they found them occupied, to 
crowd into them, and even to jostle the occupiers out, so that several respectable 
persons have complained they have been driven from the church by such conduct." 
The Vicar further reminds his flock that, "by their own action they had virtually 
ignored the principles of a free church. They had arbitrarily appropriated the 
seats, and in many cases maintained it in a way injurious to the interests of the 
church." If this be so, how came it that the resolution in favour of appropriated 
sittings was twice defeated, and further, what benefit is likely to arise from the 
perpetuation of a system which has, on the Vicar's own showing, already been 
" injurious to the interests of the church ? " It is not a little unfortunate that All 
Saints', Margaret Street, should have been quoted by Mr. Ross as an instance of 
a church "established on the Free and Open system," but " now appropriated to 
the regular worshippers," because the alleged fact happens not to be true. 

We shall watch the experiment with some interest, but we have little doubt as 
to the ultimate result. The churchwardens have before this probably received 
numerous applications for appropriated sittings, and they will perhaps point to the 
fact as evidence that they are not acting contrary to the wishes of the congregation. 
If, however, a seat be allowed to A, B will very soon ask for one, C will not be 
far behind, and D will follow very quickly. Once introduce appropriation, and it 
spreads like a noxious weed, and even persons decidedly opposed to the system are 
almost compelled to apply for appropriated sittings, or else be left out in the 
cold altogether. 
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St. James'5, Hatch am.— In the absence of positive proof to the contrary, it 
would be very difficult to believe that such an advertisement as the following 
(which we take from the Church Times) had ever appeared at all, or that it was 
anything but a weak invention of the enemy : — 



ST. JAMES'S, Hatcham, New Cross.— Dunne Advent (after the usual services of the day) the 
MESSIAH and the DIES IRiE will be SUNG with orchestral accompaniment every Sunday 
evening. The church will be open at 6.30 ; the service will commence at 7. Tickets x^. ()d. 



each (by post, \s. yd), towards the expenses of the service, may be had on application to the 
Secretary, St. James's Home. 

Our contemporary Church Bells', a paper which is certainly not given to over- 
stating a case, says in a paragraph headed "Sunday concerts" — **We raise our 
protest against the performance of oratorios in churches under such conditions as 
those which have characterized the performance of the * Messiah * at St. James's, 
Hatcham, on Sunday evening last. There are to be similar performanpes on the 
remaining Sundays in Advent. Admission is by ticket at is, 6eL each, or $s, for 
the set of four. What will the Free and Open Church Association say to this ? " 
The Council has expressed its opinion on the matter by the resolution which will 
be found in the Report of the proceedings at the last Meeting, but it will not be 
amiss to refer briefly to the question in this place. How far .such services are 
strictly legal is a point upon which we must not enter, although it is of great 
interest in itself. We will assume, however, that Mr. Tooth submitted the scheme 
to the Bishop, and that it has his Lordship's approval. Then comes the question 
whether an incumbent is legally justified in excluding parishioners from a service 
in the parish church ? It must be recollected tliat this is not a statutory service, 
that is, it is not one which the Vicar could be compelled by law to hold. It is, 
we hope, unnecessary for us to disclaim the slightest intention of recommending 
such a proceeding, but would a magistrate convict a parishioner oi "brawling," 
if he, not having a ticket, attempted to force his way into the church, always 
supposing that there was room ? There is, we suppose, no question as to the legal 
right of the churchwardens to exclude non-parishioners. We do not doubt that 
individuals may be benefited by services held under conditions like those at St. 
James's, but it is quite possible that personal edification may be purchased at too 
high a price. Strongly as we feel upon the question, we refrain from giving free 
expression to our opinions, lest any words of ours might tend to increase the diffi- 
culties of a hard-working parish priest. We may, however, without impropriety 
express the earnest hope that we shall be spared the pain and, we might almost 
add the humiliation, of again seeing such an announcement either at St. James's or 
anywhere else. 

St. Silas', South Lambeth. — The Ecclesiastical Commissioners have agreed 
to endow part of St. Barnabas parish with 300/. a year, and have granted 1500/. to 
build a parsonage house, when the present Mission Church, in Walter Street, 
Wandsworth Road, is enlarged and improved, and fit for consecration. The 
Rev. Charles Ball, formerly a Missionary for the S.P.G. in South Africa, and 
lately Colonial Chaplain for the Falkland Islands, is raising the necessary fimds, 
3300/. The church will be entirely free and open ; the only church of that kind 
in a parish of 19,000. The population is very poor, mostly the families of railway 
men. Any donations, however small, will be most thankfully acknowledged by the 
Rev. Charles Ball, 200, South Lambeth Road, or they may be paid to his accoimt 
at the London and Westminster Bank, St. James's Square, for St. Silas' Church. 

St. Saviour's, Highbury.— The annual accounts of this church, the seats in 
which are entirely free, show that the total offisrtories during the year ending 
October, 1875, amounted to 946/. odd, a result which ought to set the other 
Islington clergy wondering. The parishioners number 322, the church holding 450. 
St. Saviour's is, perhaps, the only suburban parish of the metropolis where the church 
accommodation is in excess of the population. The Vicar's address, which accom* 
panics the financial statement, is full of words of wisdom. 

St. Petrock's, Bodmin.— An appeal has just been issued by the Vicar and 
churchwardens of this parish for help in restoring their fine old church, for whicbj 
at least 60CO/. are needed. The present building was erected in 1472, upon the 
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site of a Nonnan edifice, and it is stated to be the laigest^in ComwalL The appeal 
goes on to say that, "The church in 1818 was deprived of its open benches with 
their richly-carved ends, and was filled instead with hideous high-backed pews, 
with doors, having locks witli a secret spring. These were literally put up to 
auction, in a room in the town, and * knocked down to the highest bidder; an 
ill^[al transaction, and resulting iii the almost total exclusion of the poor from 
their o^n church ; four long, inconvenient seats against the north and south walls 
' having been considered sufficient for them. We plead, therefore, not only for the 
restoration of a House of Prayer, but for its restoration to those who have suffered 
from this most selfish pew-system, and have been driven against their inclination 
to the Dissenting meetmg-houses, or compelled to stay at home." 

St. Augustine's, Shaw Street, Liverpool. — It has been decided, with 
the consei)t of the seat-holders, to make St. Augustine's church free and open, so 
as to meet the spiritual requirements of the population. Within the last year the 
church has been restored at considerable expense. 

Dr. Farrar's Sermon.— Dr. Farrar's sermon on Free and Open Churches, 
preached at Stoke-upon-Trent during the Church Congress, and lately reprinted by 
the Association in a separate form, is thus alluded to in a recent number of the 
Church Review: — "This eloquent discourse contains something more than a 
condemnation of the pew system, and a recommendation of the Free and Open 
Church movement. The preacher has suffered himself to be fairly carried away 
by his subject, and his words, if they mean anything at all, are really a passionate 
condemnation of that worldly influence which, under the pretence of creating a 
National Establbhment, has robbed the Church, that was equally the Church of the 
poor and the rich, of all her property, and divided the spoils among four or five 
thousand rich men. This movement, if its programme were fully carried out, 
would but just touch the fringe of a monstrous evil. It is the thin edge of the 
wedge, which when driven home will disestablish the Episcopal magistracy and 
the Presbyterial squirearchy, and thus prepare the way for the restoration of the 
Church. \ or this reason the Free and Open Church Association is deserving- of 
the cordial support of every man who believes in the existence and authority of the 
Church of God." 

St. Catherine's, Canvey Island. — This curious wooden church has been 
reconstructed, and was opened for public worship by the Bishop of Rochester on 
the 9th ult. The district in question is a marsh reclaimed from the estuary of the 
Thames opposite Benfleet, and it contains about 3600 acres of rich grazing land. 
It was settled in the seventeenth century by a colony of Dutchmen, who built a 
church on the site of one that had existed before the Conquest, and the old 
materials have now been used as far as possible over again. The Bishop of 
Rochester in the course of his speech at the luncheon which followed the 
reopening ceremony, said that he had just been talking with a lady who 
remembered the time when there was only service on Canvey Island once in six 
weeks. The seats are entirely free and unappropriated, and the church is open 
every day for private prayer. 

Bloxwich, Staffordshire. — The foundation-stone of a new tower, which is 
to form part of the renovated church of Bloxwich, was laid on the ist ult. 
Lieut. -Col Bagnall, High Sheriff of the county, speaking at a public meeting 
held in the evening at the Music Hall, referred to the principle of free and open 
seats, which he hoped would be adopted at Bloxwidi. 

St. Peter's, Dale End, Birmingham. —We alluded to this church in a 
former number of the Advocate as undergoing the process of restoration previous 
to being reopened with free and unappropriated seats. At a meeting held a 
few weeks ago, the Vicar announced that the reopening would take place on the 
14th of this month by the Bishop of Lichfield. The Rev. J. T. Patch said he 
felt very glad that the church was to.be free and unappropriated, as there could be 
no doubt that free and open churches were the highest, the primitive, and the 
truest arrangement for public worship. There is still a debt upon the restoration 
fund, and, as the parish is a very poor one, it has been found absolutely necessary 
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to appeal for outside aid. Contributions may be sent to the Vicar, the Rev. R. 
Delt 37, Highfield Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham. 

St. Mar<jaret*s, Lee.— The Rev. F. H. Law, Rector of St. Margaret's, 
Lee, announces, in an address prefixed to a list of subscriptions in aid of the 
Restoration Fund that the seats in the restored building are to be free. Especially 
addressing the poorer members of his flock, he observes, ** We are thankful to think 
that in the future arrangements of the sittings there will be no difference in God's 
House, but rich and poor will there meet together on an equal footing ; and I 
do hope that our hearts may be cheered by seeing many contributions from you, 
and yourselves appreciating your advantages by a regular attendance upon the 
church's services in the House of the Lord." 

Ubley, near Bristol. — The interesting little church of Ubley, which lies at 
the foot of the Mendip Hills, was reopened on the 27th of October. The work of 
restoration was inaugurated by the Rector, the Rev. Albert Ennor (the first 
resident Incumbent for the last 118 years), immediately upon his induction into 
the living. The work has been carried out under the superintendence of Mr. J. 
Prichard, diocesan architect of LlandafF, and has been of a very thorough 
character. The old "sheep pens" have been entirely, swept away, and the 
church seated with chairs, supplied by Payne, of Newbury, which are entirely 
free and unappropriated. The Bishop of Bath and Wells preached at the principal 
service of the day, and several of the local clergy took part in the services. The 
following is a copy of an inscription which has been placed in the interior of the 
church : — **The 142 chairs, hassocks, and books in this church, were offered as a 
gift by one of the parishioners upon the condition that they should always remain 
free and unappropriated, for the use of rich and poor alike, and were accepted by 
the parish in vestry assembled, on the 13th day of September, 1875." 

Sale of Pews. — The active efforts now being made to abolish the pew system 
in thp Church of England gives a special interest to a sale of pews in St. Philip's 
Church, Regent Street, which took place a few weeks since at the Guildhall Coffee- 
house. The sale was by the direction of the executors of the late Canon Repton, 
and the property consisted of ten leasehold pews in the church, forty-four years of 
the lease being still unexpired. The pews were offered in an equal number of lots. 
Mr. James Robins, the auctioneer, in introducing the property, dwelt upon the 
value of the pews as an investment. The first lot, a pew in the gallery, now un- 
let, but formerly producing 8gs. per annum, fetched 15/. The second lot, also a 
pew in the gallery, at present unlet, but formerly let at I5gs. a year, was next 
offered, 15/. being the first bid. The auctioneer stated that in the palmy days of 
the church this pew was always let at a high rate. It was sold for 30/. The next 
lot, a pew in the centre aisle, unlet, but formerly let at 10 gs. a year, was sold for 29/. 
The next lot consisted of a pew, also in the centre aisle, and let to the Travellers' Club 
at a rate of 6 gs. a year. The auctioneer observed that this pew had been in the 
occupation of the Travellers' Club for twenty years, for the accommodation of the 
servants, and there was no reason to believe that it would not continue to be 
so occupied. It was ultimately bought in by the vendors at 45/. The -fifth lot, 
another pew in the centre aisle, let to Lord Sydney at 5 gs. a year, was also 
bought in at 40/. The next lot, also a pew in the centre aisle, let to Mr. Pickard 
at 8 gs. a year, was sold for 55/. Two pews on the south side of the north aisle — 
one formerly realizing I2gs. and the other I5gs. per annum, but now unlet — were 
sold for 23/. and 22/, respectively. Two unlet pews in the north aisle were 
bought in, the one at 20/. and the other at 15/. Figaro^ referring to the transac- 
tion, says, — "No, Pharisaical reader, the sale did not take place in America, and 
Mr. Beecher had nothing to do with it. It came off in a London auctioneer's 
ofHce. ... To Xh^pew-er all things are — not always— /«r^." Disgraceful as such 
sales undoubtedly are, they are, unfortunately, in many cases (and this is one of 
them) perfectly legal. St. Philip's was built under a special Act of Parliament, 
and until the rights of the "proprietors" are extinguished, the privilege 'of hearing 
the Word of God in that church will still, from time to time, be offered for sale, 
and be knocked down to the highest bidder. 
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The Pew System. — We take the following from an article on "Church 
Reform" which appeared in a recent number of. the London and Brighton 
Magazine: — 

"The Bible declares that God*s truth can be had by all who seek it, without 
money and without price. The pew- renter, however, prefers paying for his seat, 
that he may come in at any part of the service, and sleep comfortably during the 
sermon : this man would not understand primitive Christianity. With the early 
followers of our Saviour the Gospel was free ; when men entered God's sanctuary, 
they cast aside their worldly rank; certainly every one gave according to his 
means, the rich more than the poor, yet both had equal -opportunities of* joining in 
hearing and seeing the worship of the Triune God. 

"But the pew-Christian likes religion to be respectable ; that Jesus Christ was 
the reputed son of a carpenter, and lived a humble, lowly life, he has often heard, 
but they are phrases to him devoid of meaning; he pays seven-and-sixpence 
a quarter for his sitting, and rather likes going to church late, especially if he be 
dressed well, as the attention of the congr^;ation is drawn to his nicely-fitting coat 
and well-polished boots; he would not dream of letting any common person sit 
near him. If Jesus Christ came into his pew (as a carpenter's son) his self-denying 
follower would probably get up, and request the verger to put that fellow into 
another seat. But there is a vast difference even in the hired pews ; the middle 
aisle is the best part of the church ; the occupants of these seats are the princes of 
the congregation ; they come to the worship of God with an aspect of quiet con- 
tentment that the lines have fallen in such pleasant places; the verger always 
opens the pew-doors for tkem. Next in order are the side seats ; these, of course, 
are cheaper, and they who rent them are under the necessity of opening their doors 
themselves. After this the gallery, for the servants and commoner sort of people ; 
then the free-seats, for the no-right-to-salvation class, who treat their fellow- 
Christians of the middle able as superior beings, who buy their way to heaven at 
seven-and-sixpence a quarter, with an occasional half-crown in the plate at collec- 
tion times, as a work of supererogation. 

"A natural consequence of this system is, that those of the poor who have any 
decent pride in them prefer remaining away from church altogether, rather than 
sit in a part of God's house on which the stigma of poverty is cast. As for 
strangers, if they fee the pew- opener they get a good seat, if not, they must take 
what turns up. If ever anything were of God, it is the Free and Open Church 
movement— it is in accordance with the spirit of the Gospel of Christianity ; and 
though, like all other beneficial reforms, it has met with great opposition, I feel 
that if the system were adopted throughout our National Church, we people of 
this country would be better, wiser and holier." 

Church Restorers' Difficulties. — We alluded in a recent number to the 
difficulty of dealing with faculty pews in the restoration of a parish church. A 
correspondence which has lately been going on in the Building Neivs throws 
some light upon another lion in the path — the lay-rector. " H. R. G.," writes : — 
" I have to restore a church, the chancel of which is unfortunately in the hands 
of a lay-rector, a Dissenter, who claims the right to have a * square pew * in the 
chancel, and a key of the priest's door, as also of the door between chancel and 
vestry. Can any of your readers give me any information regarding the legal rights 
of lay-rectors, and do these vary ? The duty of keeping the chancel in repair 
devolves on the lay-rector. Who is responsible for repairs to the chancel arch and 
wall between church and chancel, the lay-rector or churchwardens, or both ? Would 
there be any legal difficulty in leaving the chancel as it stands for the lay-rector to 
keep in repair (perhaps using it as a mortuary chapel)^ and pulling down the church 
and erecting^ it elsewhere with a new chancel ? " In a subsequent number, 
" O. H. M.,°' the patron and lay-impropriator of a parish, describes his pewits being 
under a Jacobean oak canopy, blocking up the view of the east window from the 
nave, and approached from the chancel up four steps. In the north-west comer of 
the i>ew is a seat which bore the inscription " Y« ratron's seat, A.D. 1630." He 
then goes on to say that, "in a recent restoration this pew has been removed, but, 
in seating the chancel, great care has been taken, notwithstanding the protest of 
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the architect, that the readiug-desk should be outside the chancel arch, so as not to 
interfere in any way with my rights ! which have never been questioned for a moment 
Nnce the purchase of the property by my ancestors in the reign of Charles II. 
I took great interest in the restoration of the chancel, which I did at my own 
expense, and, in a fit of philanthropy, suggested that the choir (consisting of twenty- 
fout men and boys) should be brought from the west end of the church, and be 
placed in the front row of seats in the chancel, which was done, to the great delight 
of the vicar and churchwardens, but it brought down upon me a storm of indig- 
nation from my tenants, who strongly objected to the new comers in front of them. 
I fear now that I have a far more serious business to accomplish in turning out these 
tenants altogether, and leaving them to find seats where they can in the nave and 
aisles, while I retain my old place at the north-west angle of the chancel arch. The 
north chapel, in which the lord of the manor and his tenants sit, belongs to a town- 
ship ; it is repaired by the lord, who considers it his own private property, in virtue 
of which he possesses a key to the door from the churchyard, besides a key to the 
west screen. Is this chapel his private property? Can he alter it, or could he pull it 
down? The soutii chapel is a Lady Chapel ; could this, being a Lady Chapel, be 
claimed by the lord of an adjoining manor, in the same way as the north chapel, or 
does it belong to the parish ? Do the pillars, arches, and screens which separate the 
chapels from the chancel belong to the chancel of the chapels ? Fortunately the 
lay-rector and the owner of the manorial chapel are good Churchmen, and the 
vicar has not to contend with the difficulties of *H. R. G.,* but the lord of the 
manor wishes to know what are his powers over the chapel, that he may guard 
against any future owner throwing difficulties in the way of the church authorities. 
He never uses his keys, and is a model squire." 

Vepery, Madras.— -The Madras AthetuBUtn and Daily News of October 5th 
contains an interesting article on the introduction of the offertory at St Matthias* 
Church, Vepery. After considerable discussion, it was decided to give the system 
a year's trial. The experimental year coded in July last, when it was found that 
from January to June, 1875, the total receipts had amounted to 2738 rupees, or 
456 rupees per month, against 2347 rupees, or 391 rupees per month, during the 
corresponding half of the year 1874. The actual gain by the offertory has, there- 
fore, amounted to 177 rupees per month, and, if the loss on pew-rents (112 rupees) 
be deducted, the net gain remains 65 rupees pec month — **a sufficiently astonishing 
result, and one that is calculated to give satisfaction to the friends of the Free and 
Open Church cause everywhere," as our contemporary observes. "The result of 
the experiment," continues the Athenctutity ** has failed to justify those who declared 
that the Church Committee were acting in despite of the wishes of the congregation. 
It has failed to give sanction , to the assertions made during the progress of the 
trial, and repeated with some pertinacity up to the very last, that the congregations 
were falling off, and that the receipts were insufficient to pay the church expenses. 
It has failed, perhaps as much to tne astonishment of friends as of foes, to give any 
support^ to the theory that an unscriptural and selfish method of raising money will 
be more successful, and will better commend itself to a congregation, than the plan 
prescribed by the Church and enjoined by Holy Scripture. From every point ot 
view, the result is one on which the congregation may be congratulated, and they 
may well feel an increased pride in their church, now that it has been freed from 
Uie tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who dealt, not in doves, 
but in an exclusiveness which we are glad to learn they have so readily abandoned; 
for, of course, without the help of the late seatholders the offertory could not 
possibly have been kept up. It would be wrong, however, under any circum- 
cumstances, to fix on' individuals the blame of a system which had become such a 
canker in the English Church that its support was almost required of every man 
who would be known as respectable. As the possession of a pew and of a share in 
the right to browbeat an unfortunate minister is one of the sweetest privileges of 
the British Dissenter, so in the Church it had come to be essential to the respectable 
man that he should have a reserved seat into which to walk at the last moment — 
or even after the last moment — on a Sunday evening, and in which to leave his 
Prayer Book for the week's dusty repose. The Vepery experiments would indicate 
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that Church people in this country have already made some progress, and, we hope, 
are prepared to make much more, in readiness to give; and it also justifies those 
who assert that the offertory system can only be successfully worked in a perfectly 
free and unappropriated churdi." , 

Pbw Experiences. — A correspondent of Church Bells thus relates his expe- 
rience at various pew-rented churches: — 

*' Ten years ago I came to live in a parish the vicar of which enjoys some local 
celebrity as a preacher. The whole of the area of my parish church is (illegally) 
let out in pews, with the exception of a few seats in the north-east comer, and I 
think the back seats in the gallery. The first Sunday after * coming into resi- 
dence,* my wife and myself went to our parish church and stood for awhile in one 
of the side-aisles. After waiting some moments, and being pushed about by persons 
going into their pews, the pew-opener said to us, * You can't stand here; you're 
in the way; you'll find room in the gallery.* I don't remember whether we. went 
into the gallery, but I do know that I never went to the church again except 
once. So much for the 'rights of parishioners.' Before this I was lodging in the 
adjacent parish, the church of which is also pew-rented, but provided wim a fair 
number of free seats, and in a tolerably good position. One Sunday — I remember 
it well—I had attended the morning service and remained to receive the Holy 
Communion, but because I sat in the free seats the gentleman who collected the 
alms passed me over. I felt rather hurt, and wrote a letter to the curate, but the 
only reply I ever got was a message through my brother that my note should be 
attended to. Some time afterwards I went once more to the church, and, as 
before, I sat in the free seats. The very same thing happened again, so I conclude 
that it was the usual practice to take no notice whatever of 'those persons' who sit 
in the free seats. 

" Let me relite my experience at another pew-rented church. Notice had been 
repeatedly given that directly the service began persons could occupy any seat they 
chosei whether let or not. In the innocence of my heart, I one Sunday took the 
authorities at their word. I had not been on my knees very long (I think 
it was during the Absolution) when I felt a tap on my shoulder. I took no notice, 
but presently the tap was repeated in a more decided manner. I looked up and 
saw an aggrieved pew-holder at my elbow. I ventured to expostulate, reminding 
him that no seats were to be kept after the service had commenced. It was no 
use: *^ That's my seat, and you must come out; you'll find plenty of room over 
there.* I shall never forget how ashamed I felt I took a seat eventually right at 
the back, between the north and south doors, where I knew that there were no 
pew-renters. The place was fearfully draughty, and I caught a cold that laid me 
up for days. 

"Yet another experience. A district-visitor attached to the church which we 
usually attend called one day to solicit subscriptions for the school-treat. My wife 
remarked that the clergy never called upon us. Our visitor expressed surprise, 
and shortly afterwards she asked, in the course of conversation, whereabouts our 
pew was. My wife explained that we did not believe in the pew system, and that 
we sat where we could. •'Oh,' said our visitor, ' that explains it ! you're onlv 

"accommodated," Mrs. P . If you are not seatholders, of course you can't 

expect the clergy to call.' The warden of this same church once said to me, * You 
know the only consistent thing for a man holding your opinions to do is to go and 
sit in the free seats, instead of occupying a vacant pew.' Part of the *free seats' 
in the church in question consist of benches in the middle aisle, so constructed that 
it is absolutely impossible to kneel down, or to sit with comfort, and for many years 
there was nothing whatever to put your feet on but the cold stones. A pleasant 
prospect, truly, for delicate women ! The other free seats are in the north-west 
and south-west comers respectively, and are a trifle less uncomfortable. 

" I do not deny that the Free and Open system has its disadvantages; but, as 
there is nothing absolutely perfect on this earth, I think we ought to adopt that 
system which presents ihe fewest evils. The Church of England is eminently 
* parochial, ' and it is a fundamental legal maxim, from which there is no possible 
escape, that *the body of every parish church is for the free use of all the 
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parishioners, rich and poor alike.' This being so, how can the advocates of the 
pew S3rstem reconcile their consciences to the practice of appropriating that common 
property, which belongs to the many, to a favoured few? 

** The 'instances I have given all refer to closely-adjacent parishes, and the 
persons who were guilty of what I consider very unchristian conduct are, I 
believe, very excellent people. The irate pew-proprietor who turned me out as 
I have described I used subsequently to meet on a committee, and he certainly 
appeared to be a very good sort of man. He probably held strong views as to the 

* nghts of property.' I do not blame him, but I do blame the s)rstem which made 
him regard the pew for which he has paid as his inviolable property. The church- 
warden above alluded to is a very good friend of mine, and a man for whom I have 
the greatest respect I believe that he regards me as a sort of harmless lunatic. 
Again the bad system is in fault. 

" *By their friiits ye shall know them.* It is only necessary to read the pro- 
ceedings in the Ecclesiastical Courts, to say nothing of the prosecutions for 
brawling, to see that disputes about pews have been most fruitful sources of 
unseemly sqi|abbling, and are continually arousing the most unholv and selfish 
passions of our evil natures. ... I frankly admit that non-parishioners have 
no business to attend neighbouring churches, and crowd out those who have a right 
to go there. But how are we to prevent it, except by making all churches free, 
and therefore more attractive?" 

Selfishness at Church.— It would be difficult to match the cool effrontery 
described in the following letter, which appeared in the Camden Town Gazette a 
week or two ago : — " Sir, — It is bad enough when the legitimate owner and sole 
proprietor of a pew repulses from the sacred enclosure some * poor man in vile 
raiment ' who would fain enter it. But what are we to say of those truly Christian 
persons who appropriate to themselves an unappropriated pew, and pursue a 
similar dog-in-the-manger policy? Yet this is what I witnessed on ihursday 
evening at the Harvest Thanksgiving at St. Stephen's, Camden Town. With 
commendable kindness the churchwardens have caused to be affixed to the door of 
every unlet pew a red cross, signifying that any perscn may go and sit in such pew 
without fear of being ordered out by the * proprietor. ' Well, a person of the 
female sex, whose position in life will be understood if I call her ' a young person,' 
had ensconced herself in a pew so marked, had spread out her * things' on the seat, 
displayed her books on the book-board, settled herself comfortably in the coriKr, 
and had shut to the door. Two respectably dressed, but evidently poor wotiun 
came to the door," and, seeing the * open sesame ' on it, were about to enter. Our 

* young person ' could by no means allow such a thing, but pointed to a vacant 
pew in front. I need hardly say that the exclusive Christian was alone in the pew 
all the evening, uncontaminated by the touch of her poorer sisters, whose garments, 
I must admit, were eminently imfashionable. Now, sir, it strikes me that there is 
something wrong about all this. Is it possible that a person can be in a right 
frame of mind who goes to church ostensibly to render thanks to Almighty God 
for the 'fruits of the earth in due season,' and yet does not scruple to exhibit a 
petty spirit of selfish exclusiveness which would be out of place even in a penny 
omnibus ? Those who know the poor are aware that they have often a spirit as 
proud as or prouder than their so-called 'betters,' and who shall say what offence 
may not be given to one of these by conduct such as I have described ? It is a very 
dangerous thing to have respect to persons, especially in church; for it may very 
well happen that the * poor people ' whom we relegate to the *free seats,' are after 
all more precious in God's sight than we are ourselves. Where, I should like to 
know, are we to look for that lofty Christian courtesy which St. Paul inculcates, if 
not in the house of God itself? I am no leveller, but I must say that any 
distinctions between rich and poor, high and low, in church are apt to make me 
very indignant" 

The Press. — We have to thank the respective editors Sf the Standard^ Morning 
Posty Church Times, Church Review^ Church Bells^ Camden Town Gazette^ Stafford- 
shire Sentinel^ Staffordshire Times , Grantham Journal^ and British Press and Jersey 
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Times for various notices of the Advocate and of the work of the Free and Open 
Church Association in general. We must correct a misapprehension into whicti 
the writer of a very friendly and able leading article in the British Press of the 
4th ult. has fallen with respect to the objects of our efforts. We do not advocate 
the throwing open of churches indiscriminately to all comers, our endeavours being 
directed **to maintain as a principle of the Parochial System, the equal right of 
all parishioners^ rich and poor alike, to the free use of their parish church." 
Whether the maintenance of the parochial system in all its ancient rigidity be good 
or bad under the altered conditions of the present age we need not now discuss, 
but certainly no action of ours has, so far as we are aware, in the least tended to 
destroy that system. On the other hand nothing, in our opinion at least, has done 
more to weaken the parochial tie than the pew system. We cannot in this place 
enter fully into the question, but it may be sufficient to point out the frequent use 
of the words ** congregation " or ** seatnolders ;" and the comparative rarity of the 
employment of the expression "parishioners." 



SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS RECEIVED FROM NOVEMBER 6tH 
TO DECEMBER 4TH, 1875. 



" A Poor Parishioner" (Don.) . 
A Member of the Council (Don. ) 
Baker, W. Clinton, Esq. . 
Baaevi, Licut.-CoL H. 
Blagrave, J. H., Esq. 
Blunt, Rev. AC.,. 
Brown, Miss 

*Byng, Rev. John (Don.) . 
Carter, J. P., Esq. (Don.) 
Clarke, Somers, Jun, Esq (1876) 
Colvin, Mr. Walter . 
Courtney, Edward M., Esq. (Don, 
Cousens, J. Schott, Esq. (Don.) 
Durst, Rev. W. 
Fallow, T. M., Esq. . 
Farmer, J. Skinner, Esq. (Don. 
Farmer, W., Esq. (Don ) . 
Oilman, R. J., Esq. . 
Gumey, Rev. Alfred (Life V.P. 
Hannah, Rev. Dr. (Don.) 
Hayter, Henry G., Esq. . 
Herring, William, Esq. . 
Heywood, Rev. H. R. (Don.) 
Hibbert, J. N., Esq. 
Jcrvois, W. H., Esq. 
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Tones, Rev. J. S. 
Kirkpatrick, Rev. R. C. . 
Lowe, Rev. Canon . 
Lyte, H. Maxwell, Esq. . 
Macicay, George M., Esq. 
Mason, Rev. E. V. (Donj 
Mildmay, H. Bingham, Esq. 
Millard, Miss C M. (Don.) 
Ncttleton, J. O , Esq. (Don.) 
Norrifi, Mr. T. E. 
Parry, T. Gambier, Esq. 
Powell, John J., Esq., Q.C. 
Samson, Rev. Edvrard 
Scarlett, Thomas, Esq. 
Smith, G. F., Esq. . 
' Taylor, Edward, Esq. 
Tinsley, John, Esq. . 
Vernon, T. Bowater, Esq. 
Waram, J. Came, Esq. (1876) 
Wells, William, Esq. 
Wheatley, Joseph, Esq, . 
Whichelo, M. A.. Esq. . 
Wood, Hon- C. L. . 
Worthington, C. J., Esq, 
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The Editor of the Free and Open Church Advocate will be greatly obliged 
by friends of the movement sending him copies of local newspapers, notes of pro- 
gress, dr'c, for publication. 

7%^ Advocate is sent regularly to every Subscriber; and it will be forwarded 
post free for One Year to any address on receipt of Eighteen Penny Stamps, 

The names and addresses of all who are willing to join the Association, or to act as 
Honorary Local Secretaries or Treasurers, should be sent to the Secretary, 25, Nor* 
folk Street, Strand, W, C, where the Society's publications may be had for distri- 
bution. Annual Subscriptions — Vice-Presidents, £,^ 2J. ; Members, £\ is, ; Clerical 
Members, ^s, ; Associate Members, 5^. ; Working Men and Business Assistants, u. 

Cheques and Post-office Orders should be made payable to the Treasurer, EDWARD 
M. Courtney, Esq. Cheques crossed " Union Bank of London." 

CILBBRT AND RIVlN6TO»(| PRtNTBRS, ST. JOHN'S SQUARE, LONDON. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



^) 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



